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Wait for the LORD; 

    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

    wait for the LORD!  ~Psalm 27:14 

Advent: The Art of Waiting 
Greetings to you! 

What are you waiting for? As the liturgical (church) year   
begins, our Senior Pastor, Rev. David McDaniel, came up with 
an idea to focus on four biblical characters who did a lot of 
waiting, using artwork to broaden our scope and perspective 
of their stories and of Advent overall. They are Zechariah,   
Joseph, Mary and Jesus. Much of what we planned for 2020 
has been edited, deleted and even flipped upside down. We 
as a church community, city, nation and world have           
experienced turmoil, fear and changes in almost every aspect 
of our daily routines; I suppose a global pandemic will do 
that. Even so, we have also been able to experience many 
opportunities to learn, lean on faith and show our grit in the 
midst of divisive, scary times.  

As followers of Christ, we have had to cling to God and each 
other in ways we have not been challenged to in the past. As 
humans, we have needed to rely on the stable parts of life 
that even a pandemic cannot change—the sunrises and     
sunsets, relationships, emotions of love and belonging, even 
basic needs to move through this strange time. 

May we use this “fresh start,” this new church year to reflect in 
our waiting. What are you waiting for? Who are you waiting 
on? This collection of 27 devotionals was written by our church 
community FOR YOU—a simple guide to encourage you, 
embrace you with love, and give you hope for today and to-
morrow. We hope you enjoy this guide and draw closer to 
Jesus the Christ in this holy season of waiting. Who knows 
what God might reveal??? Let us keep our eyes, minds and 
hearts open. Let us remain close even as we distance. You are 
truly loved. 

 Rev. Laurel Cluthe, Pastor of Families 

 

 



 

 

Hillcrest Transitional Housing offers homeless families, singles and 

What is Advent? 
Ad·vent | \ˈad-ˌvent, chiefly British   -the 

period beginning four Sundays before  
Christmas and observed by some Christians  
as a season of prayer and fasting. 

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas 
(around St. Andrew’s day) and ends on Christmas 
Eve. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year for 

Christians—The universal Church’s 
NEW YEAR! Liturgical=from liturgy, which 

means the forms and functions of public worship. 
During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the 
coming of Christ. Also, we take time to remember the 
longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing 
for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new 
beginning. Even as we look back and celebrate the 
birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we 
also look forward in anticipating the second coming 
of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised 
by Jesus’ first coming. [sources: Merriam-Webster, 
Book of Common Prayer, UMC, WJK] 

History and Etymology for Advent 

Middle English, borrowed from Medieval Latin  adventus, 
going back to Latin, "arrival, appearance," from  adven-, 
variant stem of advenīre "to arrive"(from ad- AD- + venīre"to 
come, to visit" going back to Indo-European *gwem-i̯e-) + -tus, 
suffix of action nouns  

Colors of Advent:  
Purple (or Blue) = royalty, anticipating a King, also repentance and 
fasting             
Pink (or Rose) = 3rd Sunday candle represents joy, a season of           
celebration        
White = Christ light, Holiness, Jesus Christ’s lack of sin                                                             

Advent Weekly Themes: 

   November 29: HOPE 

  December 6: PEACE 

December 13: JOY 

 December 20: LOVE 

December 25: Christmas Day! 

The Advent wreath, four 

candles on a wreath of evergreen, is 
shaped in a perfect circle to symbol-
ize the eternity of God. In some 
churches, four purple candles, one 
for each week in Advent, are used 
with one larger white candle in the 
middle as the Christ candle. Other 
churches prefer three purple or blue 
candles with one candle being rose 
or pink, to represent joy.  While the Advent wreath with its four    
candles did bring light to churches, it was not to illuminate the     
interior as much as to symbolize the coming of Christ. The Advent 
wreath began in the time of the Protestant reformer Martin Luther.                          
During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the 
four virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The Christ 
candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day reminding Christians 
that Jesus is the light of the world. The order and exact wording vary 
among churches, but the wreath continually reminds us of who we 
are called to be as followers of Jesus. 

This guide is created to be read once daily during the 

Advent season. Use these 5-10 minutes each day to 

spend time with God and reflect. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Christmas
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ad-
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-advent-and-christmas


 

 

November 29th: Zechariah’s Hope 

Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I 
know that this is so? For I am an old 
man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ 
The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand 
in the presence of God, and I have been 
sent to speak to you and to bring you 
this good news. But now, because you 
did not     believe my words, which will 
be fulfilled in their time, you will become 
mute, unable to speak, until the day 
these things occur.’            Luke 1:18-20 

“I’m getting too old for that!” As I approach retirement, I find 
myself thinking this phrase more often. One of the lesser 
known characters of Advent is Zechariah. I believe he is 
thinking the same thing when he’s told he’s going to have a 
baby. I think if I was told that now, I would be VERY       
skeptical and upset. The reason I can empathize with     
Zechariah is my openness to God is limited. My faith is not 
as strong in the Creator as I talk about or show to the world. 
I think if the lack of faith in my life was accompanied by    
becoming mute – it may be a longer time than a few months 
(some of my friends wish that would happen)! With all his 
doubt, Zechariah still went about his life, still supported     
Elizabeth and raised his son, John. That’s faith in action. Ac-
tion is still the embodiment of faith. May we all have the 
courage and strength needed to act at God’s prompting, 
even if “we’re getting too old for that.” 

The following is a poem/prose I wrote for the Advent season: 

Waiting: Zechariah 

Waiting, waiting, anticipating, hoping, 

Longing for the Savior of humankind; 

Knowing my life is coming to an end – 

Another generation without the Promise. 

Waiting, waiting, anticipating, questioning, 

Clouds of doubt seem to stifle my mind and hope. 

Could my messenger angel be an apparition? 

My doubt silences my spirit and my tongue. 

Waiting, waiting, anticipating, hoping, 

Life is changing with my own progeny. 

Is this anticipated child the true herald for the People? 

Will his cries of joy and repentance be heard? 

Waiting, waiting, anticipating, longing, 

My silenced tongue bursts into a heartsong: 

How impossibly wonderful our God is to all! 

The Messiah is coming! Our waiting is over! 

                         Allen York, 2020 

In Jeremiah 29:11 we read: I know the plans I have in mind 
for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace, not   
disaster, to give you a future filled with hope. May we all 
have hope in our God of love! 

Prayer: O God, as the hymn writer says, “Grant us wisdom, 
grant us courage for the living of these days.” We need  
courage to follow you even though we may doubt. Help us to 
wait for you, help us not get in a hurry for your Realm to be 
realized. When that time comes, give us courage to act for/
with You. 

Rev. Allen York is Pastor of Worship and Arts here at 
Holmeswood. When Allen isn’t orchestrating a variety of 
ways for us to Worship, he is spending time with his wife, 
Shirel, and his family, and he loves to fly fish whenever he is 
able. 



 

 

November 30th: What’s Your Focus? 
(What’s in it for me? / How can I help you?) 

 

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood ... show forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you ...” 1 Peter 2:9  
 

It’s approaching Christmas time again where some focus is on 
giving and others focus on getting. It’s a season where we    
remind ourselves of the birth of God’s son, who lived his life as 
an example for us. He was always giving of himself to help   
others and show us how to live. He sacrificed his life for us and 
paid the price for our sins so that we can be forgiven. That was 
God’s plan and he accomplished that. 
Now I’ve been blessed with good health, a good education, 
great family and learned to do many things. I believe God     
expects me to use my abilities to help others. 
We usually have large family gatherings for Christmas that  
included a feast and then gift madness. Our house is usually 
just crazy this time of year. But this year may not be like that 
because of the pandemic. I have faith that we will manage    
because God continues to surprise and bless us. 
And as of this writing, a presidential election has not            
happened but I also have faith that God will continue to lead 
whoever leads us in the future. 
We often get to choose what we do, who we help, how we help 
and how we feel emotionally about things (Glad or Mad).      
Because of our freedom of choice we need to be in constant 
prayer so that we can make good choices.  
Focus on Jesus, the Son, God the Father and the Holy Spirit to 
lead us all to be the bright light for Him in a sometimes dark 
world. 
 

Prayer: Dear Father in Heaven, thank you for loving us even 
though we often fail. And praise your Holy Name as we strive 
to do better day by day. Please help us to be more focused on 
you - asking that you lead us in the correct paths. In Jesus 
name, Amen. 
 

James Patrick (Pat) Morris is a senior member of Holmeswood 
Baptist Church and is married with two sons and two         
grandchildren. The scripture above gives meaning for the 
name, “Patrick”. Born on St Patrick’s day and is destined to be 
an imperfect saint in living for Christ Jesus because only Jesus 
is perfect. 

December 1st: A Faith Journey 

Magi came from the East. They saw 
the child with Mary his mother and 
they fell down and worshiped 
Him. They presented gifts to Him. 
Matthew 2:1, 11 
 

One of my favorite things to do is to get in the car and take a 
journey to my place in south Missouri, especially for a   
Christmas family dinner. I’m also on a faith journey, as well. 
The Advent season is a time  to reflect on our personal faith 
journey. 
The Magi, the wise men, so long ago also went on a journey 
from the far east to Bethlehem to find the new king, the 
Christ child. To find the child, they kept their eyes on the star 
and after a long, arduous journey they found the child, fell on 
their knees and gave him gifts. 
Just as the Magi searched for the child, so we ,too, are on a 
journey through life searching to find, know and follow the 
Christ. 
As we reflect on our journey, we must ask questions:  Are 
we on the right road? Are we going in the right direction? Are 
we tempted to take another road? How can we stay on the 
right road? What if I get lost? Am I witnessing to the 
Light?  Upon finding the Christ, am I filled with joy and hope? 
Am I spreading that joy and hope? 

The answer to all of our faith questions as we journey is to 
keep our eyes on the Star just as the Magi did.  Remember, 
Scripture says, “Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go”. (Joshua 1:9) 

 
Prayer: During this season of gift giving, we give thanks for 
the gift of your Son and for the many gifts we have re-
ceived.  Help us to use our gifts to bring light, love, joy and 
faith to others. Keep us on the right road. Guide our JOUR-
NEY THROUGH LIFE WITH THE INCLUSIVE CHRIST. 
AMEN. 
 

Pat Tennison is a long time member of Holmeswood.  She 
has served the Church as deacon, teacher, librarian and on 
numerous committees, including finance, personnel,         
education . 



 

 

December 2: Spread the News 
 

“Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah the Lord."   Luke 2:8-11  

  
Every Christmas season, these words from Luke remind us 
that the news of Christ is often conveyed to people when it is 
least expected. Just as the shepherds did not expect to hear 
the great news about Christ's arrival while working the night 
shift, we often hear and see the glory and joy of Christ in   
unexpected places. From hearing a fellow grocery shopper 
sing a gospel song to the mailman who always offers words 
of encouragement to our girls through our glass door, we are 
amazed at how God uses routine interactions to spread the 
good news and His love. Just as the angel assured the   
shepherds not to be afraid, the warm and kind message of 
these ”angels" conveys love and peace, not fear, to those 
who have yet to hear the good news.  
During this Advent season, we challenge everybody to spread 
the good news of Christ’s arrival throughout their daily routine 
and to people from all walks of life.  
 
Prayer: God, in this season, help us to creatively spread the 
good news of Your love. In Your Son, Jesus’, name we pray, 
Amen. 
  
Michelle, Richard, Alice and Stella Flournoy 
 
The Flournoys have lived in Kansas City for four years and 
have attended Holmeswood since late 2017. Richard and 
Michelle are originally from Georgia and Arkansas, respec-
tively, and lived in Washington, DC prior to moving to Kansas 
City. Alice was born in Washington DC, but Stella is a native 
Kansas Citian.  

December 3rd: Learning How to Live 
 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 
people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in 
this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope-the        
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all                                        
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good. Titus 2:11-14 

Living in today’s world is both a blessing and a hardship. There 
is a sort of heaviness that weighs on someone always needing 
to have the newest and best items. Oftentimes we feel so much 
pressure put on the upkeep of our appearances, wealth,          
stature, and indulgences. We’ve seen or even felt the lengths 
that people are willing to go to try to keep up with the           ulti-
mate lifestyle. On the outside it could look like someone we 
know or even who we present ourselves to be, is living the 
‘perfect life’. It can create a level of anxiety trying to conceal any 
negatives or real life problems you could be going through. 

If we flip the script and start thinking 
“how about I live a godly and present life 
today?”, we can truly turn living in      
today’s world a positive by allowing 
things to come and maybe even facing a 

hardship. It only gives you more confidence on the other side 
that things don’t have to be perfect and, in fact, you can be you. 
There is nothing more godly than just being your kind and    
genuine self. Sharing hardships can often lead to deeper       
relationships and understanding with others. Connecting with 
others on a deeper level is the ultimate way to share God’s   
glory and love. 

Prayer: God, thank you for allowing us all to go through life   
together. Please help guide me in opening up to others to      
establish godliness. In sharing my path it allows others to do the 
same. Remind me to do my best in being present and            
connecting with others to continue to pass on your love. Amen. 

Mary York is married to Michael. They have both been active 
members of Holmeswood for over five years. Often they are  
enjoying time with their puppy, Tucker, spending time with    
family and playing video games together. 



 

 

December 4th: Waiting in Hope 
  

“We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. In 
him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in God’s holy name. May 
your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope 
in you.” Psalm 33:20-22 

Does anyone really enjoy waiting? I can tell you that my kids 
definitely do not. Juniper (who is five) doesn’t like waiting for 
much of anything. Our one-year-old, Finnley lets us know he 
does not enjoy waiting for his sippy cup of milk. It seems that 
we try to avoid waiting as much as possible. Driving down the 
road, we try to get in the lane that is moving forward the      
fastest in traffic (inevitably, the fastest lane is the one that you 
just got out of). At the store, we look for the checkout aisle 
that has the shortest line. We get frustrated when a website 
doesn’t load immediately. So, it’s a bit funny when you think 
that we have an entire month of the Christian calendar where 
we celebrate (or at least contemplate) waiting. Advent doesn’t 
seem to fit much in our modern life of instant gratification. 

It seems 2020 is also trying to teach us about waiting. So 
many of us are waiting for life to return to normal. We’re     
waiting to feel safe so that we can go about our lives as     
usual. For our family, it has been a rough year of waiting. We 
had finally returned home to China in January, only to have to 
leave on February 1st because of this (at the time) new    
Coronavirus. Little did we know that this was only the          
beginning of a long wait to return home. I wish I could say we 
have been “waiting in hope” this entire time, but to be honest, 
there have been moments that seem hopeless. There have 
been weeks when we did not feel like rejoicing in the Lord. 
There have been days when I did not trust whatever was 
coming next. 

Thankfully, our faith is one where we can come to God, fully 
exposed and honest about our lack of faith and hope. In times 
of little faith, praying the prayer in Psalm 33 about hope      
actually seems to provide hope. I can pray even though I feel 

so far from being one full of hope. I will be the first to admit 
that I do not like waiting. I wish right now that I could be back 
home in China, hugging our sweet friends there, tucking my 
kids into their beds in their rooms, having a big bowl of spicy 
Sichuan noodles at our favorite shop around the corner from 
our apartment. But the waiting, while extremely challenging 
and even painful at times, comes with its own beauty. It 
comes with its own joys and lessons. I have seen grace upon 
grace in the waiting. I have experienced hope returning to me. 
I have experienced the presence of that unfailing love of God. 
And what a gift it will be to experience that hope realized. 
Waiting on Advent is not easy, but it can be beautiful and 
transforming. 

God of Hope, as we wait, let us look to your transforming love 
and hope. When we do not feel hopeful, or we find rejoicing 
impossible in this season of waiting, let your Spirit be near. 
Thank you for being trustworthy and present with us, even 
when our faith is small. Amen. 

Brittany and Casey are CBF field personnel in China. They 
have two resilient and adventurous kids named Juniper and 
Finnley. They are currently stranded in Malaysia waiting to be 
able to return to their life and work in China. They enjoy eating 
spicy food, riding bikes in China, and exploring and learning 
about other cultures. 



 

 

December 5: And the Star Led to Him 
 

After Jesus was born in      
Bethlehem in Judea, during the 
time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 
and asked, "Where is the one 
who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship 
him." …After they had heard 
the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead of 

them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.   
        Matthew 2: 1-2, 9-10 

Stars have always fascinated me. They are beautiful 
and mysterious; they appear at night and disappear from 
view when the sun rises or clouds develop, but you 
know they are still there. Young children learn to sing 
“Twinkle, twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are. 
Up above the world so high, like a diamond in the sky.” 
As an adult, I connected with the lyrics of the song, 
“Stars”, by the Christian band, Switchfoot, and their     
reference to looking at the stars and sensing how small 
we are and how big God is. 

Several years ago, while on a cruise ship, I was        
mesmerized by the view of a clear night sky and the 
seemingly infinite number of twinkling stars that were     
visible from that vantage point in the middle of the sea, 
with almost no man-made lights to dim their sparkle. 
Stars remind me that God is real, that He created the 
world and surrounded us with beauty, and that His love 
is as vast as the sky. God sent his Son to live among us 
and to die saving us from our less-than-stellar actions. 

 

The Magi patiently followed the star that led them to the 
Christ child and were overjoyed when they found Him. 
They bowed down to worship Him and presented their 
gifts to Him. Can you imagine their excitement at seeing 
the baby King? That beautiful and mysterious star led 
them to the One who changed the world. 

Father God, thank you for the world that You created 
and for showing us the depth of Your love by sending 
your Son, Jesus. Help us to share your love with those 
who need it most. 

Jeanine Williamson is married to John, mom/mother-in-
law to Laurel and Matt Cluthe, a member of the           
Intentionals BFG and is a volunteer in the HBC nursery. 
She enjoys working as a part-time human resources 
consultant, reading, sewing, and spending Fridays with 
Laurel. 



 

 

December 6th: Because We Can’t       
Perambulate 

 

When the time came for their       
purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him [Jesus] 
up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the law 
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the 
law of the Lord, “a pair of             
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
              Luke 2:22-24  

Advent is probably my favorite season of the church 
year. While it’s only 4 weeks, it seems to fly by quickly; 
in the 7th century it was 6 weeks long, just like Lent. 
Even as a child, it seemed we just started lighting the 
advent wreath at the dinner table each night before   
supper and soon Christmas Day arrived… time to return 
to school. I loved the waiting part of Advent the most. It 
was dark, and the nights were quiet, it was cold, and 
waiting was the best part. 

While Life Connections studied the book of Luke last 
year, we looked at the above passage in chapter 2    
related to the dedication of Jesus in the temple.         
According to the law of Moses, Mary was unclean as a 
result of giving birth…for 33 days! So, no matter where 
Mary went, what she touched, where she sat,           
everything was unclean. Wealthy families of that period 
usually had a separate room in which the husband 
could sleep and live, so he could remain clean and    
attend synagogue services and travel to the temple as 
needed during the time his wife was unclean. But Mary 
and Joseph were not of this social class and with a one 
room house, Joseph would have been unclean, just like  

Second Sunday of Advent 

Mary. We gather from the verses in chapter 2, Joseph 
chose to stay with Mary this whole time and together 
they traveled to the temple after the 33-day period of 
waiting expired and offered the appropriate sacrifice to 
become clean as well as dedicate their son.  I admire 
Joseph’s resolve to stay with Mary in her unclean state 
so they could attend temple together. This speaks 
much, I think, to Joseph’s character as a husband as 
well as the example he set for Jesus in not only         
following the law but caring for his wife; she may be   
unclean according to the law, but she wouldn’t           
experience this alone. 

For the last couple of years, I’ve been performing a   
daily sitting practice or meditation for 20-minutes…in 
silence. Through my reading I stumbled on this ancient 
practice of the desert mothers/fathers in the 3rd and 4th 
century CE as an alternate way to pray and sit with G-d. 
The focus of this practice is to learn to experience G-d 
in the main language G-d speaks…silence. I wish I 
could say I’m good at this, but I still have monkey-brain 
while settling my mind to be quiet, think of nothing, and 
sit with G-d and wait…and wait…and wait…and wait… 
What I’ve learned so far is that nothing is 
enough.    Barbara Brown Taylor offers the following in 
her book, Learning to Walk in the Dark, Chapter 7, Dark 
Night of the Soul, “I’m no longer looking for God in/
through a transaction. I’m willing to sit in silence and 
wait for nothing.” 

Prayer: Dear G-d of the nothing…the tohu wah vohu 
[emptiness and void] of creation. Teach me to accept 
nothing as your words of comfort in the silence. 

Tim Freeman teaches Life Connections adult Bible 
study, leads the Centering Prayer group and is 2020 
Chair of Deacon Council at Holmeswood. 

Editor’s Note: Tim writes “G-d” without the “o,” which refers to the 
commandment in Deut. 12:3-4. In addition, practicing Jews use this 
spelling of God to honor the sacred holiness of our Creator. 



 

 

December 7th: Peace Be With You... 
“Since God chose you to be the holy 
people he loves, you must clothe   
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and  
patience. Make allowance for each   
other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends. Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive others.       
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let the 
peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as    
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And    
always be thankful. Let the message about Christ, in all its    
richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all 
the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or 
say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through him to God the Father”.  Colossians 3:12-17 

Although my parents didn’t divorce until I was in the 4tth grade, I 
basically grew up in a single-parent household. Even when my 
parents were married, my father was unengaged. He didn’t eat 
meals with us, he didn’t go to church with us, and he didn’t  
celebrate the holidays with us. My mother did a wonderful job 
ensuring that holidays remained filled with tradition, family, 
faith and love. Regardless of what was happening in my home, 
there was a sense of anticipation and excitement in the air of 
what was to come. To this day, the Thanksgiving and       
Christmas holidays are my favorite times of the year. Not only 
do I love the time spent with my immediate and extended     
family, but I love the wonder of the season. People tend to be 
more joyful, forgiving and loving towards one another. 

Have you ever wondered why God chose your parents for 
you? I have. Growing up there were times I wondered why I 
didn’t have a father who tucked me in bed at night. Why he 
didn’t attend school events or celebrate my birthdays with 
me. As the grievances became more egregious and            
consistent, the more upset I became and unforgiving of his 
faults. As I reached adulthood, I decided that I didn’t need to 
have a relationship with him. After all, he had ignored me all 

my life, why should I continue to make an effort to build a     

relationship? I believe we are at a time where our country is   
experiencing the same hurt feelings of each other. In the last 
four years we have become a more divided country, picking our 
side and stubbornly choosing not to bend. Whatever side we’re 
on, we have concluded that the other side has offended us     
beyond repair. 

But the scripture reminds us that as members of one body, we 
are called to live in peace. But how do we live in peace with 
those who have hurt us or don’t agree with what we think is 
right? One definition of peace is a state of tranquility or quiet. I 
find that when I am the most hurt and upset, I need to find a   
quiet place. Somewhere I can go to shut out the noise of the  
outside world and listen to my heart. And what I have found is 
that throughout the years, those who have treated me poorly and 
hurt me the worse, have also taught me my greatest lessons and 
given me the confidence I don’t think I would have if not for 
them. My father, who hurt me terribly, taught me the beautiful 
lesson of forgiveness. In my moments of peace, I realized that 
although he was flawed, he also brought me life. He was never 
shown how to be a father, so he could not be one. But where he 
lacked, other men in my life stepped up and became               
father-figures to me. Something for which I am eternally      
grateful.   

Through His mercy, God continually reminds us to forgive, as He 
has forgiven us. Through His grace, He reminds us to give grace 
to those who have offended us. He tells us to be kind, gentle and 
patient to those who may not think as we do or agree with our 
opinions. During this season of Advent, let us remember to take 
moments of peace in times of hurt and distress. Let us          
communicate with each other in a way that reminds us of the 
love that binds us all together in perfect harmony. 

Prayer: Dear God, help us to forgive as you have forgiven 
us. Help us to be patient and kind to our fellow brothers and  sis-
ters even when we don’t agree. Give us moments of peace to 
reflect on the lessons you are trying to teach us and above all, 
help us to love with abundance and a thankful heart. In your 
name, Amen. 

Kris Collins is the Chair of the Board of Directors & member of 
the Deacon Council. She works for a local nonprofit and when 
not working, enjoys reading, traveling and honing in on her     
writing skills through her weekly blog, voiceatthetableblogs.com. 

          



 

 

December 8th: Positivity Rules 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy, and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,    
humility, gentleness, and patience. And over all these    
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in       
perfect unity.  Colossians 3:12, 14  
 
My Dad passed away one year ago, and I have reflected 
on the numerous ways he shaped the person I am today. 
He constantly talked to “strangers,” told jokes, and was 
one of the kindest humans. Whether to be a half-glass full 
or empty person (he was always 
full), should be a gauge that is 
in front of you each day you 
wake up. Going through the day 
with a   half- glass full attitude is 
far more rewarding, healthy, 
and joyful. Just a simple nice 
comment to a clerk, teller, 
neighbor, or stranger goes a long way. I try to focus on 
random acts of kindness as often as possible. Put these 
on your 2021 radar, and thank God every single day out 
loud at least once per day. 
 
Prayer: Some days I feel like I’m drowning, but I know it’s 
only temporary. Continue to keep me positive and spread 
joy everyday- in big and small ways. Amen 
 
Carol Swezy is a 31 year member of Holmeswood and in 
AC-2 class. She cleans houses every day and feels like 
she is able to bring positivity and joy to her elderly clients. 
Her two grown daughters are the absolute loves of her 
life. 

December 9th: Waiting...Whoops 
 

Therefore God will rise up to show  mercy    
to you. For the LORD is a God of justice; 
blessed are all those who wait for God.  

         Isaiah 30:18 

 

I am the youngest of four, and Christmas is a big thing in my 
family. We'd all ask for our favorite things, hoping that Santa 
would put them under the tree. I'd usually ask for something 
baseball or music related, so not much has changed there. 
When I was eight years old, my siblings and I were having a 
very tough time waiting for Christmas morning. We were ex-
citedly looking forward to opening our gifts and having a fun 
day.  

 

Three days before Christmas, we decided that we'd waited 
long enough. So, when our parents were out on a date, we 
each opened a gift. The plan was to re-wrap them before 
they came home---not a good plan. I received a plastic     
miniature bowling set and loved it! We set it up in the hallway 
and my brother and I started to play. All of a sudden, we 
heard the backdoor and, before we knew it, my parents were 
standing right there shocked asking us what we'd done. My 
Mom started crying and I felt terrible. I still feel guilty about it 
to this day. 

  

Waiting can be difficult, and I've yet to meet an individual 
who actually enjoys waiting. Just imagine how Mary and   
Joseph must have felt while they were waiting. Something 
tells me that they were far more nervous, excited and anx-
ious than my 8 year old self. 

  

Prayer: Dear Lord, Help us to be patient while we wait for 
Jesus and for a more just world. Amen. 

  

Matt Cluthe is blessed to call Rev. Laurel Cluthe his wife and 
best friend. They are originally from Texas and have a sweet 
Texas dog named Sam. Matt is a huge baseball and music 
nerd and proud of it. 



 

 

December 10th: They That Wait Upon 
the Lord 

“Hast thou not known, hast thou not heard, that the            

everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no searching of 

his understanding. He giveth power to the faint, and to them 

that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths 

shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall. 

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 

they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 

not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”   

               Isaiah 40: 28-31 

2020 has been a difficult year and many of us have become 

impatient with God. We ask why God does not answer our 

prayers for peace and understanding and for healing? We 

ask why we cannot come together to worship God and      

renew our strength. We ask why we cannot heal the         

divisions that separate us. It is especially difficult during the 

season of advent to be separated from each other and to be 

unable to come together to celebrate the birth of the Prince 

of Peace. 

 Maybe, just maybe, God is helping us to renew our strength 

and to learn more patience as we seek to find the silver     

lining in this time of separation. Maybe God is helping us to 

rely more on the promises God has given us and less on the 

worldly comforts we enjoy. Maybe, during this Advent       

season, we need to sit more quietly to remember the true 

glory of this season. Since May I have learned to wait        

patiently for the beauty of nature and the glory of God’s    

creation to be revealed in the evening sky with the setting 

sun. Even when the skies were overcast and it seemed the 

“glory” was missing, I found peace and beauty each evening. 

I have learned that I must wait patiently for the right moment 

when the full beauty of the sunset will be revealed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Just as I have learned to wait for the beauty of the sunset to be 
revealed and that I must be watching to see the full glory, I   
believe we must learn that we must wait patiently for God to 
renew our strength and show us the glory that awaits us. God 
will lift us up on eagle’s wings if we just wait upon the Lord and 
are there watching and listening when God is showing us the 
glory of the Lord. 

Prayer: Lord, help us to be patient during this time of Advent 
when we wish to be with others to celebrate the birth of the 
Prince of Peace. Help us to understand that you are here with 
us and will continue to lead us wherever we may be as we  
worship you and celebrate this glorious birth. Help us           
understand that your grace and beauty is right there for us to 
hold onto if we are patient and if we just wait upon you. Amen. 

Linda Berube is the Church Moderator and member of the   
Social Justice Team, Finance Committee, and the Ascenders 
(AC-5) BFG. In addition to taking daily pictures of sunsets and    
posting them with poetry selections on Facebook, she enjoys 
decorating her home during Advent with nativities and many 
other decorations made by her husband, Ernie, 6 Christmas 
trees decorated with Hallmark and wooden ornaments and   
musical decorations collected during her 37 years at Hallmark 
Cards. If you follow her on Facebook you just might see some 
of these decorations along with sunsets. 



 

 

December 11th: 2020 Plans 
  

“Come, let us return to the Lord. 

He has torn us to pieces 

    but he will heal us; 

he has injured us 

    but he will bind up our wounds. 

2 
After two days he will revive us; 

    on the third day he will restore us, 

    that we may live in his presence. 

3 
Let us acknowledge the Lord; 

    let us press on to acknowledge him. 

As surely as the sun rises, 

    he will appear; 

he will come to us like the winter rains, 

    like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

           Hosea 6:1-3 

“That is so 2020!” This year has been a roller coaster of 
emotions and disappointments. Personally, it was a  
traumatic fall in January where Shane endured a broken 

and dislocated arm. Surgery, recovery, and rehab were 
complicated by the COVID pandemic. Dianne’s plans for 
engaging in ministry through conversational English and 
a women’s group in Vazec were derailed by the         
pandemic. When our short-term ministry teams had to 
cancel, the plans we had for the year were torn to     
pieces. 2020 has been a capricious year to be sure and 
not just at the ballot box! 

  

Today’s verses are the summation of God’s judgment 
upon Israel for unfaithfulness-specifically, the Babylonian 
captivity where Israel was “torn..to pieces” and “injured.” 
Yet even in the trauma of the captivity, the words of hope 
balance the refrain of despair and then move us to the 
enduring embrace of God (6.2-3). Our hope, too, is that 
God will heal us, God will bind up our wounds. This is 
NOT so 2020! Our hope is not that a capricious God will 
suddenly become gracious; but that it is time now for the 
realization of the all-along-purpose of God to revive and 

restore and renew us. 

Advent is when we both look back and forward for the 
coming of Jesus the Christ. For the Church, the new year 
has already begun. It is tempting to only look back at 
2020 and celebrate its demise, but the persistent pull of 
hope keeps us looking forward. We are no longer bound 
by what has been! Turning towards the promise of       
Advent for this year ahead, we look forward with hope. 

Prayer: God of all nations, you bring low the proud and 

lift up the oppressed, we return to you for healing and 

ask that you bind up our wounds. We long for the         
renewal and revival your mercy brings. We thank you for 
your faithfulness and ask for your strength in order for us 

to be more faithful in this year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

Dianne and Shane McNary, CBF Field Personnel serving 
among the Roma in Slovakia and Czechia, love, love, 
love Holmeswood Baptist Church and cherish our         
partnership in ministry. See y’all in 2021!  



 

 

December 12th: Wait: A Verb or a Noun? 
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for 
the Lord. Psalm 27:14 

How do you carry your wait? In what manner do you use 
the time waiting? 

Growing up, I read and heard every wait or waiting in the 
Bible as a need to be patient and still. Being an active      
person, I struggled with that concept so I was pleased to 
learn a different view as a young adult. A pastor        
preaching through the Psalms explained the original     
language for wait/waiting translates into our two different 
English meanings for the word: a noun or a verb. In some 
of the Psalms, wait is a noun and means a period of    
waiting in place or to delay action until a particular time. 
Another definition for wait in some of the Psalms is a verb 
meaning to serve or be in attendance--such as waiting a 
table. 

As one who sometimes has trouble sitting still, the verb 
translation resonates with me. The waitress mode bustle 
is more my style although there have been times in my life 
when the best or only option has been to sit and wait. 
Some people function better sitting still and being patient 
and then there are those of us who function better while in 
motion. There is no one method for every person and   
situation. 

New Testament Biblical accounts of the sisters Martha 
and Mary provide examples in the two types of waiting. 
The writer of Luke tells us (chapter 10) about a time when 
Martha opened their home for Jesus and his followers to 
dine. While Martha bustled around preparing the meal, 
her sister Mary sat and listened to Jesus. Both sisters 
were practicing their individual version of waiting on      
Jesus. When Martha complained about Mary not helping 
with the meal, Jesus reminded Martha that what Mary had 
chosen to do was better. Notice Jesus did not say       
Martha’s way was wrong;  

just that Mary’s way was better. In a different situation, the    
writer of John (chapter 11) tells about the death of Lazarus 
who was Martha and Mary’s beloved brother. When their 
friend    Jesus arrived at the scene four days after Lazarus 
died, Martha was the one who went to meet Jesus while 
Mary stayed home. During Martha’s dialog with Jesus, she 
confidently professed the closeness of Jesus with God and 
acknowledged Jesus as the Christ. Martha made these  
declarations before Jesus performed the miracle of raising 
Lazarus from the dead. Perhaps in this story, Martha chose 
the better way of waiting on Jesus. 

How do you wait? Are you more apt to wait in a patient       
meditative praying posture like the prophetess Anna (Luke 
2)? Or is your style to be active, “…I sing to use the         
waiting…” as Emily Dickinson described in her poem titled 
Waiting? 

In the poem A Psalm of Life, the 
final stanza captures the sentiment. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
writes: 

Let us, then, be up and doing, 

With a heart for any fate; 

Still achieving, still pursing, 

Learn to labor and to wait. 

Prayer: Our Sustainer and Rock of Ages, Thank You for the 
lessons from Martha and Mary who waited for you and     
waited on you in their individually unique ways. Thanks for 
forgiving us when we don’t choose the better way of waiting 
on You. We’re grateful that however we use the waiting, we 
are not alone. Please continue to abide with us. 

Tammie Kresse-Lowry is still waiting for God on some      
matters and plans to utilize both methods of waiting. 

Mary and Martha, by He Qi, 2014  



 

 

December 13th: Joy to the Mary? 

Then Mary said, “My soul praises the Lord; 
my heart is happy because God is my     
Savior. I am not important, but God has 
shown his care for me, his servant girl. From 
now on, all people will say that I am blessed, 
because the Powerful One has done great 
things for me. His name is holy. God will   
always give mercy to those who worship 
him. God’s arm is strong. He scatters the 
people who are proud and think great things 
about themselves. God brings down rulers 
from their thrones, and he raises up the 
humble. God fills the hungry with good 

things, but he sends the rich away with nothing. God has 
helped his people Israel who serve him. He gave them his 
mercy. God has done what he promised to our ancestors, to 
Abraham and to his children forever.” Luke 1:46-55 from The 
Int’l Children’s     Bible 

I’ll never forget that Sunday evening, sitting in the              
uncomfortable wooden pew with the red seats. I looked up at 
the dome of my second home, my church, and realized what 
an angel might sound like. The voice was Cynthia Clawson, 
an old-school Christian singer, and she was visiting with her 
poet/writer husband, Ragan Courtney, who co-wrote the    
musical Celebrate Life.  

The song she was singing? Song of Mary from the musical 
beloved in church circles for decades. By hearing Cynthia’s 
interpretation, Mary became real to me...a young woman, 
faithful, shaking with fear, but with no quiver in her             
determined voice. Wow. 

Is it really possible to understand Mary’s perspective? I 
mean, the demographic of “pregnant engaged teenager” is 
so specific, can we really relate? Okay, all sarcasm aside, 
many of us might have been teenagers, but at least half of 
the population will never know what it is like to carry a child 
inside their womb for nine (or so) months. With infertility 
rates rising globally, even fewer individuals will truly           
understand the wild and wonderful journey of caring for a  

blastocyst to fully developed infant inside their (already          
miraculous) bodies.  

Yet, even with all of the “Mary factors,” she is one of the most 
relatable and “human” characters in God’s Story. Mary is      
beloved, not because of what she could offer, but because of 
who God already knew her to be. Of course, she learned to live 
into the role of “God’s Son’s mom” over time, yet God begins 
her story before any fame (or infamy) came upon her growing 
family. This particular version of Scripture even mentions that 
May called herself “unimportant;” sorry, Mary, I understand 
what you’re getting at but you were wrong. You were             
essential. (Isn’t that a word we’ve used a lot in 2020?) 

Mary remained faithful. I wish Scripture told us more about 
Mary’s perspective, the self-care routine she practiced to trust 
God’s call (Did she meditate? Morning cardio and yoga        
routine?) and to move through her fear and stress. Wouldn’t it 
be nice if she had written a guidebook for the rest of us? 
Thankfully, we do have bits and pieces of her story woven into 
Jesus’ anticipated birth, life/ministry, death and resurrection. 
Primarily, we hear her voice in the mysterious canticle        
Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55, which takes place during a visit to 
her cousin, Elizabeth, and Zechariah’s home. And they were 
certainly going through some things, as well.  

Even when Mary did not think of herself as important or worthy 
(verse 48), she acknowledged that the focus must remain on 
God and God’s eternal love and care for all. Maybe we know 
exactly the feelings Mary experienced after all...self-doubt, 
fear, confusion. And, yet, God uses all parts of us in our messy 
Mondays and tired Tuesdays to live out great loving justice for 
all Creation. Look at what is born from God’s creativity and our 
faithfulness...great joy! 

Prayer: God of Vision, thank you for sharing Mary’s story with 
us as a lesson to lean into on the glad, sad and mundane days. 
You truly know us, and we acknowledge 
what a gift it is to be known and deeply, 
deeply loved. From love spawns joy. Amen. 

Rev. Laurel Cluthe is Holmeswood’s Pastor 
of Families. She’s loves spending time with 
her husband, Matt, and family; her favorite 
word is JOY. 



 

 

December 14th: Audrey’s Art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
As you gaze at the colorful tree of artist Audrey, 
age 4, may you reflect upon the joy that           
surrounds children. We thank God for all          
children’s sense of wonder, openness to     
learning and passion for experiencing life      
deeply. 
 

 
Pray: God, YOU are the Inventor of Joy. Among the chaos 
of life, You sneak into the quiet places and offer us true joy. 
As art invites, help us to *pause and ponder* the joy woven 
throughout our lives. Amen. 
 

December 15th: The Leaves are Falling 
 

For I know the plans I have for you,”     
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

Every year I patiently wait for the trees to change color. It is 
my favorite part of fall, and the change is breathtaking. I look   
outside daily, slowly seeing the beautiful colors transform 
the world into a piece of art. Slowly the leaves start to fall 
leaving twisted, bare branches behind. How can something 
so beautiful leave something behind that feels so desolate. 
But what always happens in the spring? Fresh leaves grow, 
and the cycle continues.  
 
I attended college for three years; at first, it was fresh and 
new and absolutely beautiful. I thought it was everything I 
needed, until I felt bare. All my leaves had fallen, and I felt 
misplaced, but the cycle continues. God led me to another 
college and, although I am a few years behind my peers, I 
know I will make it through. My first plan didn’t work out, so I 
set out on another path. When I feel anxious about being 
behind I remember the transformation of the trees. They are 
not always beautiful and bright, but if you are patient enough 
you can see how God transforms those trees. He does the 
same with us because he knows the plans he has for us, 
and sometimes all we need is a little change.  
 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for guiding us on the path we need. 
Let us follow your plan without hesitation. You know where 
we are going, you see the transformation we need. Guide us 
to that transformation and help us trust in your plan. It’s hard 
to change our minds when we think we know what’s best; 
show us what’s best. Let us trust you to let our leaves fall 
because next spring the leaves will grow again. Amen.  
 
Kayla Lessenden is a senior at UMKC studying electrical 
engineering. She is the granddaughter of Cindy and sister of 
Skyler. She is also a Holmeswood Youth Group leader. She 
nannies a family of 15 and adores it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

December 16th: A Community of Waiting 
 

“Therefore, encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are 
doing.”                         
Thessalonians 5:11   

  The young parent walks into the doctor’s office as her   
infant unceasingly wails because of an ear ache. “Fill out 
this paperwork,” the receptionist says. “And when you are 
finished, the nurse will call you back.” So, the parent and 
the crying baby wait to hear their name called. 

  “Dad said I have to stay in bed, otherwise Santa won’t 
come. Christmas Eve is the longest night of the year.” 

  “We have successfully removed a portion of the 
lump.  But, it will take 2 weeks of testing before we know if 
the biopsy is cancerous or not.” 2 weeks?!  How can I wait 
for 2 weeks?! 

  “Take a ticket.  Then, when you see your number pop-up 
on the screen, we can help you renew your license. Until 
then, you must wait your turn.” 

A doctor’s office. Christmas Eve. A diagnosis. The DMV. 
Waiting. 

There are so many types of waiting with so many different 
emotions. Waiting can cause anxiety or anticipation. There 
can be a sense of wonder or a sense of dread. Time can 
drag, where minutes seem like hours or it can fly where 
hours seem like seconds.  

The birth of my daughter Miriam was a hard birth with lots of 
waiting. Erin unexpectedly went into the hospital two 
months early, and we were told that it was going to be a dif-
ficult birth. 

There was a balancing act…on the one hand, we wanted to 
keep Miriam inside Erin as long as possible so that the baby 
could grow. But on the other hand, Erin’s health was at risk,  

and if we waited too long to get Miriam out, significant    
damage could happen to Erin.  And so, for a week, I sat in 
the hospital…and waited. I didn’t know how the story was 
going to unfold, but for that week, I mentally prepared      
myself for a number of various scenarios. For a week, I 
waited. 

Each one of us, as part of the community of Holmeswood 
and the body of Christ, find ourselves in the midst of         
waiting. Waiting for a resolution. A phone call. A               
vaccine. We are all waiting.  

And yet, we wait together. We     
encourage one another in our    
waiting. We sit vigil with each other 
as we wait. We give hope to each 
other when hope is hard to grasp. 
We celebrate with one another     

during great times and mourn with each other during      
tragedies. We offer courage to take the next step. In short, 
whether it is waiting for moments in life or the greater     
waiting of the return of the Christ, we wait together,         
encouraging one another. We are not alone.  

Advent is a season a waiting. A season of preparing. We 
wait for the Christ to be born again in our midst. Let us wait 
and encourage together. 

Prayer: Lord, we are waiting…waiting together…waiting 
with you. As we wait for the birth of your Son, may we find     
comfort that we are not alone. There are dear friends who 
are by our side. You are by our side. And for that, we give 
thanks. 

Rev. David McDaniel, Senior Pastor of Holmeswood, loves 
this community. When he isn’t spending time with           
congregants, he is running around with his two girls, Miriam 
and Hayden, and with his awesome wife, Erin. He loves  
Jesus and Alabama football. 

Reminder: Tonight at 6pm is the Advent Candle Vigil in 

the church parking lot! Pull up in your car, and tune your radio to 

hear live music and enjoy the Christ lights all around you!! 



 

 

December 17th: Music for the Soul 
“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion,      
kindness, humility, meekness, and        
patience. Bear with one another and, if   
anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other, just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you must also forgive. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, to in which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another 
in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” Colossians 3:12-16 

“Help is on the Way” by Unspoken and “Somebody Loves 
You” by Plumb are two wonderful songs with lyrics that will 
inspire you and remind you of your value to each person 
around you in your life. During times of stress, like our 2020 
pandemic and the holidays that are upon us, we often start 
to question our value in the circles in which we are part. 

I personally have struggled with this in 2020. The kids are 
out of the house, transitions at work are there and you are 
trying to figure out your value moving forward. As the mind 
is idle, so many thoughts can start to fill in, and those are 
not always what you hope for with this time. So don’t just 
listen to these songs but dive into the lyrics of this music, 
and see how these words are speaking to you. 

Being vulnerable to reach out to those around you, whom 
you truly know that love and care for you, is a courageous 
act that will be forever an impact on your life. 

The big takeaway is that you are loved, you are valued, God 
is mindful of you and that he cares for you as well as those 
around you. God cares about every detail in your life, even  

though sometimes it is hard to see through your lens.    
Believe what the Bible says about you. “Help is on the on 
the way and Somebody loves you.” 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, give me strength and              
vulnerability to understand my value to my world and      
allow me to see how this can be a blessing around to 
those I love, those who love me,  and to those who may 
need that same support through their struggles. 

John Brown has been a member of Holmeswood for 30 
years, is married to his awesome wife Terry and has three        
awesome kids: Spencer, Katie, Alex, and a new         
daughter-in-law, Morgan. He also loves the contemporary 
Christian songs and lyrics that tell meaningful stories to 
shine new ideas in our world today. 

 
 

December 18th: Patiently Persistent… 
Persistently Patient 

But if we already have what we hope for, there is no need 
to keep on hoping. However, we hope for something we 
have not yet seen, and we patiently wait for it. In certain 
ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us. For 
example, when we don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit 
prays for us in ways that cannot be put into words.  
            Romans 8:24b-26  

About a year ago, our 10-year-old Molly and her family 
moved to a house on a granddaughter quiet street. Then 
she got a bike for her birthday and wanted to learn how 
to ride it. The bike was for her “to grow into” so she could 
barely touch the ground from her seat. Its size added to 
the difficulty of learning to ride, so she got discouraged 
by wobbly attempts that ended in hard falls. The summer 
passed, and her parents took Molly out for some lessons 
and practice, but her confidence was lacking, and she 
didn’t make much progress. Molly’s frustration overflowed 
with the bike, with her parent’s lessons and with the lack 
of progress. 

 
 



 

 

Finally, an adult friend who Molly knows and trusts       
offered to loan her a smaller bike. She also worked with 
Molly on her riding skills. You know how an adult who’s 
not Mom or Dad sometimes make that listen-and-learn 
connection. So Molly listened to hints, adjusted to a 
smaller bike and practiced. Round and round the school 
parking lot she went, with encouragement from all who 
watched and biked beside her. And by the time twilight 
turned to darkness, Molly was riding on her own. She 
rode home that night with the triumphant grin that marks 
a goal accomplished. 

The persistence of a child learning to ride a bike      
demonstrates one dimension of patience. Persistence 
keeps the goal toward which one is working front and 
center. Developing patience is not instantaneous; it is not 
easy; it has setbacks. Patience grows with time, with 
practice, with failure and with determination. It has    
coaches and mentors if we keep our eyes open for    
helpers. It always has frustration and roadblocks. Every 
person, at every stage of life, has the need for patience. 
It may be in our personal life, in our family life, in our    
professional life. Honestly, at some point, patience is 
needed in every one of those spheres of life.  

As Paul writes, God has gifted us with the Holy Spirit. We 
can call on the Spirit to guide us, to ask for help to        
develop patience through persistence. The Spirit of God 
is with us, in the moments when we feel the frustration of 
failure or flash the triumphant grin accomplishment. 

God calls us to be patiently persistent. God calls us to be 
persistently patient.  

Prayer: God, lift up my face to look for the Spirit to guide 
me, to find the courage to try again after failure knocks 
me down until patience becomes a virtue I can live each 
day. 

 LaDonna Campbell has been active at Holmeswood 
since 2000. She has served as a deacon, a BFG leader, 
plays handbells and sings in the choir. LaDonna and her 
husband, Jim, are recently retired and looking forward to 
the freedom to volunteer, travel and explore God’s      
creation.  

    

December 19th: Waiting, It’s a Daily Event! 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to 

all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, 

and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and 

the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 

of his own who are zealous for good deeds. Titus 2:11-14 

We wait for the alarm to go off.  

Wait for the coffee to be ready. 

Wait for our turn in the bathroom. 

Wait at the Doctor’s office. Wait for the bus. 

Wait our turn in the cashier’s line. 

Wait at the stop light (or stop sign). 

Wait for the next service representative to take our call. 

We wait! 

Waiting can build character.  

Are you angry? Grateful? Irritated? Calm? 

Worrying? Patient? Eager? Excited? 

We can’t control how, when or where we wait. We can pre-

pare for our actions when our wait is over. 

As Christians, we wait for Christ’s return. Our wait will be 

over. Are we preparing ourselves? 

Prayer: Lord, as we wait, guide our thoughts and help us to 

be grateful and excited in preparation for what’s to come. 

Cheryl Powell is active on Mission Council and AC-5 BFG. 

She loves spending time with family and doesn’t love     

waiting too much. 



 

 

December 20th: In the Beginning 

“In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with 

God…And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us.”  

                    John 1:1-2, 5 

At the very beginning of novels, before Chapter 1, there is 

a section called the “Prologue.” It is here that the author 

sets the stage for what is to come in the following story. 

In John’s Prologue, what we experience is an illustrious, 

cosmic scene. “In the beginning…”. Immediately we see 

hues of Creation swirling just like they do in the opening of 

Genesis. John is beginning with the grandest of canvases, 

one in which all of human history and all of the galaxies 

serve as the backdrop. This is no ordinary story, but it is 

one in which every miniscule microbe plays a part and 

every geyser bursts forth with purpose. The story that 

John is about to tell has cosmic implications. 

And John says that from the very beginning was the     

Divine Word, the Christ. The Christ was not simply from 

God, nor was the Christ just with God, but the Christ Word 

actually was and is God. This Divine Word, who was and 

is God, became flesh like you and me. The One through 

whom all of this Creation was created eventually           

embodied blood, and muscles, and tendons when          

becoming the man Jesus. God’s very own self came to 

this physical earth so that when you and I look at Jesus, 

we know exactly what to expect from God. 

 

 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 

Love 

 

I must admit, though, that the way that John tells his story, 

I sometimes get confused in the headiness of it all. It is 

very easy to get lost in the philosophical and theological 

grandeur of John’s Gospel. 

But maybe, from the very beginning of the Prologue, John 

is not just making a theological claim about Jesus, but is 

just as importantly making a relational one. John is setting 

the stage for what is to follow by emphasizing that Jesus 

was so intimately connected to God, so that all of the 

events that happen as we turn the pages in this story, to 

see what Jesus does, how He acts, how He relates, and 

how He lives is to see how God acts, relates, and lives. To 

say it another way, Jesus is not just a message from God 

to you and to me, but is even more importantly God who is 

among us and is for us. The same One who created all 

that was and all that will be, came to be in relationship with 

each of us. 

And that is the heart of John’s Gospel. 

That is the heart of the gospel. The 

God of all of creation is fundamentally 

a God of intimate relationship. 

Prayer: Creator God, it is easy to become overwhelmed 

with the swirling of theology. Yet, you have come to us in 

the person of Jesus so that we might know you more fully. 

May our experiences with you, and your experiences with 

us, help us connect more relationally to people around us. 

And through these relationships, may they connect more 

deeply to you. Amen. 

~Pastor David McDaniel 



 

 

December 21st: Where to Start? 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. John 1:1, 14  

Not a lot is said about 

John’s version of the   

Christma story. But to me, 

this is a where we have to 

start in  order to understand 

what the Christ Story is all 

about. What the Kingdom of God is all about. We first have 

to understand that Jesus is the Word of God. That Word is 

from the beginning. That Word IS God. 

John’s Gospel doesn’t have a manger; there are no      

shepherds, there are no angels. Just the Word. I sometimes 

think we get too wrapped up in the pageantry, the hoopla of 

the Season. We forget that this particular part of the story 

really didn’t mean much to the gospels of Mark and John. 

BUT— 

The story of Christ meant something to Mark and John. The 

Good News of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Christ. We      

celebrate this time of year as Jesus’ Birth. I dare you to pick 

up a Gospel and find what Jesus was trying to tell us. Find 

the bigger picture, what God was trying to tell us. To              

understand what the Word of God was trying to tell us.  

You can start with John if you want. 

~Doug Hartwell grew up in Southern Missouri and is a 
graduate of William Jewell College and a long time        
Software Engineer at Sprint/T-Mobile.  He enjoys singing 
and playing piano. 

December 23rd: All Connected 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why do we talk about Hope, Love, Joy and Peace at church 
during Advent?  
 

Because they are all connected. 
 

Let’s do some math: 
 

God = (Love)(Hope)(Joy)(Peace) 
 
These four all come from God because God created them. 
And we are made in the image of God!  
 
In conclusion, we must live out who we are… 

  Love 
  Hope 
  Joy 
  Peace 
 

How? Let’s meet separately and then meet together online. 
Let’s talk/pray to God and ponder our part of God’s story. 
Then, let’s Worship God and live our daily lives authentically 
and with these 4 elements in mind. (I think this is called 
church, hee.) 
 
 
 

Prayer: God of Love, Hope, Joy and Peace, help me to live 
into who You have created me to be. Amen. 
 
Laurel Cluthe 



 

 

December 23rd: Seasons of Love 

 

 

 

 

 

“In His Name the nations will put their hope.”   
      Matthew 12:21 

In the hit Tony award winning musical, “Rent”, my      
favorite song is Seasons of Love. The vocalists        
passionately sing the lyrics: “Five hundred twenty-five 
thousand six hundred minutes, five hundred twenty-five 
thousand moments so dear, five hundred twenty-five 
thousand six hundred minutes, how do you measure, 
measure a year? Is it in daylights, in sunsets, in       
midnights, cups of coffee, inches, miles, laughter, or 
strife?” They then challenge us to consider “How about 
Love? Measure in Love. Seasons of Love.” 

From my earliest memories of attending Sunday school 
as a four-year-old child, I remember my teacher 
(Juanita Key) proclaiming to us that “God is 
love.” While I undoubtedly didn’t understand the full 
breadth and depth of the declaration at the time, I 
somehow knew that it had to be something special    
because all of the lessons were connected to the    
promise that God is love and that he shared his only 
son, Jesus Christ, with us to spread this love to       
everyone… to the tax collector, the adulterer, the blind, 
the lame, the poor, the foreigner, and many more who 
were disenfranchised by religious leaders and           
others. God, through his only son, gave us examples of 
how to measure a year in the life through love. His     
invitation is for all. 

 

In Matthew 12:21, it is with anticipation the author      
describes that it is “In his name the nations will put their 
hope.” Every day, every minute of the day, we can 
choose to follow the perfect example given to us 
throughout scriptures to measure life like Christ did, 
through love, compassion, and empathy.  These are the 
seasons of love that matter most. May all of us put our 
“hope” in this. 

Prayer: Dear God, may we continue to seek you, the 
hope promised to all nations. May we be your feet here 
on earth to minister to those who don’t know you and 
those who have been overlooked. Let us broaden our 
circle to include everyone looking for the peace you    
offer. Give us daily reminders that this is our “season of 
love” – a time to show your love to everyone. Amen. 

  

Mark Garrett has attended HBC for over 25 years, 
serves as a deacon, chairs the finance committee, and 
has been a member of the personnel committee.  He is 
Vice President of Human Resources at Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Kansas City. 



 

 

December 24th: A Christmas Blessing 

This thoughtful Christmas Blessing was originally written by 
Maggie Andrews and Lora Lau for a Center High School 
senior Lora mentored (Center Friends). They have shared it 
with our Anchors Senior Adult Ministry and now this year 
with all of us. 
 

 “12 Day of Christmas” Words to Live By: 
 

Day 1 Love: Our prayer today is that you feel especially 
loved. 
 

Day 2 Thankful: We are thankful for you. 
 

Day 3 Choice: We pray that you will be 
able to make wise choices. 

 

Day 4 - Courage: We pray that you will 
have all the Courage you need 
for whatever life brings. 

 

Day 5 Perseverance: We pray that you 
will always be able to persevere. 

 

Day 6 Wisdom: We pray for you to be wise beyond your 
years 

 

Day 7 Forgiveness: When necessary, we pray that for-
giveness will be easy for you. 

 

Day 8 Fellowship: We pray that you find a group that brings 
you fellowship and support in all things.   
 

Day 9 Joy: We pray that you will always be able to find lots 
of joy in your life. 

 

Day 10 Promise: We pray that you will have a wonderful 
future ahead of you! 

 

Day 11 Hope: We pray that you never be without HOPE. 

 

Day 12 Peace: We pray that you will have a peace that 
comes from within and provides you with a sense of         
contentment.   

December 25th: Merry Christmas! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer: God, today is Christmas! We have waited with you.  
You are the God of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Let us live 
into these four parts of who you are. Teach us to take care of 
ourselves and each other, the familiar faces and strangers, 
too. Let us live as your light. Amen. 

Linus’ “Speech” is taken   

directly from Luke 2,          

The King James Version. 



 

 

Looking Ahead... 
Now, let us join together as a community, loving our neighbors, 

sharing hope when things seem hopeless, expressing joy in the 

tiny and huge moments of life, and passing peace wherever we 

are present. 

 

 

Looking ahead in our church year…. 

Advent Prayers for a Meal or Anytime 

(Marian Wright Edelman) 
Jesus, small poor baby of Bethlehem, 
Be born again in our hearts today 
Be born again in our homes today 
Be born again in our congregations (churches) today 
Be born again in our neighborhoods today 
Be born again in our cities today 
Be born again in our nations today 
Be born again in our world today. 
Amen. 
 

(Book of Common Prayer)                                                  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of 
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

 
(Marian Wright Edelman) 
God, we thank You for this food 
For the hands that planted it 
For the hands that tended it 
For the hands that harvested it 
For the hands that prepared it 
For the hands that provided it 
And for the hands that served it. 
And we pray for those without enough food 
 In Your world and in our land of plenty. 



 

 

Advent Fun Facts 

1. What do the 4 candles on the Advent wreath symbolize?  
 The Prophets' Candle, symbolizing hope; the Bethlehem 

Candle, symbolizing faith/love; the Shepherds' Candle, 
symbolizing joy; the Angel's Candle, symbolizing peace. 

2. Advent was originally a time of sorrow? 
 Yes and no. Traditionally, Christians take the time of 

Advent to pray, reflect on the past year, and mourn 
for the sin and evil in the world. Now days, we focus 
on the anticipation and wonder of Jesus’ birth and 
power. 

3. What does the third Sunday of Advent represent?                    
 JOY! To rejoice! The third Sunday of Advent, 

called Gaudete Sunday, is a time Christians take a 
break from repenting to celebrate Christ’s immi-
nent arrival. Churches use rose-colored candles and 
decorations, and the pastors preach about joy,      
redemption, and blessings. Christians may pray and 
reflect on the things for which they're grateful. 

4. When was the Advent calendar actually first used?  
 By German Lutherans, in the 19th century. Families 

made tiny chalk strokes on their door (one per day), in 
the anticipation of the anniversary of Christ’s birth, until 
Christmas Eve.  

5. Who is generally credited as the first to use a nativity set 
to reflect and share the story of Jesus’ birth on Christmas 
Eve? 
 St. Francis of Assisi (but he used live animals for his!) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beloved Holmeswood Recipes 

The following recipes were taken from two Holmeswood 
cookbooks—the 1979 Exclamations (youth choir who toured 
each summer) and the AC 5.1 BFG group. As you celebrate 
this season, consider making one of these to enjoy. (Special 
thanks to Evelyn Batiz and Jan McMein for these recipes.) 

 

Brisket  -  Betty Hayes 

Ingredients: 1 brisket             1 bottle liquid smoke 

         onion salt             garlic salt  

         celery salt  salt & pepper 

         Worcestershire sauce barbecue sauce 

Directions: 1. Soak brisket overnight in one bottle liquid 
smoke. Sprinkle with onion salt, garlic salt and celery salt. 

2. The next day, sprinkle brisket with salt, pepper and 
Worcestershire sauce. Cover clean pan with foil, add meat, 
and make sure the edges are sealed. 

3. Cover and cook at 275 degrees for 5 hours. Uncover, and 
liberally add barbecue sauce. Cook 1 more hour. Afterward, 
let rest, and slice. 

 

Baked Lasagne - Cheryl Farber 

Ingredients:  

8 oz. pkg lasagne noodles      2 cups water 

1 sm onion, diced             garlic       
1 lb. mozzarella cheese 1 lb. ground beef                
24 oz. cottage cheese  2– 6 oz. cans tomato paste      
2 bay leaves   Salt and pepper, to taste 

Parmesan cheese, to top 

Directions: 1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a pan, brown 
meat and onions; drain. In the pan, add garlic, tomato paste, 
water, salt, pepper and bay leaves together. Simmer for 1 
hour. 
2. Then, remove bay leaves. Cook lasagne noodles. 
3. Layer meat, noodles, cottage cheese, then mozzarella. 
4. Repeat layers to make 3 sets of layers. Top with mozza-
rella. Grate parmesan cheese on top. Bake for 25 minutes. 

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/gaudete-sunday-11-things-to-know-and-share-.-


 

 

 
Apple Cider Salad - Peggy Hunter & Amy Jenkins 

Ingredients: 
5 assorted apples, chopped (red delicious and granny smith 
work well) 
2 TB lemon juice in 3 cups water 
1 can sweetened condensed milk 
Apple cider vinegar 
8 oz shredded coconut 
1 cup  chopped nuts 
Directions: 1. Drop the chopped apple pieces into the lemon 
juice water until you’re ready to make the salad.  
2. Make the dressing: Blend the apple cider vinegar into the 
sweetened condensed milk until it suits your taste.  
3. Combine apples, dressing, coconut and pecans. Serve 
cold. 
 
 

Potato Salad - Jan McMein’s Grandmother 
Ingredients: 
4 cups diced potatoes, cooked     1/2 cup chopped onion 
4 hard-boiled eggs, chopped        1/4 cup chopped grn pepper 
1 cup mayo          1 TB vinegar 
1/2 tsp. dry mustard         1/4 tsp. celery seed 
2 TB sweet relish         2 tsp. salt, pepper to taste 
 
Directions: 
1. Combine mayo, mustard, onion, vinegar, celery seed, salt 

and pepper. Add egg and relish. Mix well. 
2. Pour dressing over potatoes.  
 
 

Orange Salad - Charline Whitsitt 
2 pkgs. Orange Jello   1 cup boiling water 
1 pt. orange sherbet   1 sm carton Cool Whip 
1 sm. can mandarin oranges (drain juice) 
Directions: 
Mix together and let set. (You can add lime and crushed pine-
apple, if you’d like.) 

 

Lemon Bars - Lorie Skoog 

Ingredients: 3 eggs         1/3 c. margarine (or butter) 

 1 lemon cake mix        1 cup sugar 

 1/2 tsp. baking powder      1/4 tsp. salt 

 2 tsp. grated lemon peel    1/4 c. lemon juice 
 1/2 c. powdered sugar  
Directions: 1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a bowl, mix 1 
egg, butter and cake mix (dry) until crumbly, set 1 cup aside.  
2. Pat remaining mixture lightly in ungreased 13/9/2 inch 
pan. Bake 12-15 minutes or until light brown. 
3. In the meantime, beat 2 eggs, sugar, baking powder, salt, 
lemon peel and lemon juice with mixer in bowl until light and 
foamy. Pour over hot crust; sprinkle with reserved crumb 
mixture. 
4. Bake 15 minutes or until light brown. Sprinkle with       
powdered sugar. Cool, then cut into bars. 
 
 

Connie Swearingen’s Christmas Cookies  
 -  Freda Garber 
Ingredients:  
1/2 c + 1 TB butter, softened (or 1/2 cup Crisco)      
1 tsp. baking powder   1 cup sugar  
1/2 tsp. salt   1 egg    
1/4 cup milk   2 to 2 1/2 cups flour 
1/2 tsp. flavoring extract (your choice) 
Directions: 
1. Blend/cream butter, sugar and egg. Combine dry        

ingredients in a separate bowl. 
2. Add dry ingredients alternately with milk and flavoring to 

butter mixture. Chill in fridge for at least one hour. 
3. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Roll dough to 1/4 inch 

thickness on floured board. Cut into desired shapes with 
floured Christmas cookie cutters. Sprinkle with colored 
sugar or sprinkles. 

4. Bake at 400 degrees for 7-10 minutes. 



 

 

Cookie Cheesecake Squares - Barbara Kessler 
Makes 12 dessert squares or 24 bars 
Ingredients:   
1 roll Pillsbury refrigerated sugar cookies 1 cup sour cream 
3/4 cup strawberry (or other fruit) preserves 1/4 cup sugar 
1 pkg (8 oz) cream cheese, softened  1 egg 
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract 
Directions: 1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Slice cookie roll 
1/4 inch thick; place slices in bottom of ungreased 13x9-inch 
pan. Bake at 375 for 12-15 minutes, or until light golden brown 
and puffy. Gently spread cookies with preserves.  
2. In a large bowl, combine remaining ingredients. Mix at me-
dium speed until smooth. Pour over preserves, spreading the 
filling to the edges.  
3. Bake for 25-30 minutes, or until knife inserted in center 
comes out clean. Cool, and cut into squares or bars. 

 
Chocolate Sundae Cookies - Carol Bartmess 
Makes 36 cookies 
Ingredients: 1 1/2 cups flour     1/2 tsp. baking soda 
         1/2 tsp. salt     2/3 cup brown sugar (packed) 
         1/2 cup Crisco (or 1/2 cup + 1 TB butter, softened) 

         1 egg   1/4 cup Maraschino cherry juice 
         1 cup chopped nuts     1/2 cup chopped cherries
         2 squares unsweetened chocolate, chopped 
         18 large marshmallows   Frosting 
Directions: 1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Stir together in a 
bowl flour, baking soda and salt. Set aside. 
2. In a separate bowl, add brown sugar gradually to Crisco/
butter. Cream, then blend in unbeaten egg. Beat well. 
3. Add 1/2 dry ingredients, cherry juice and milk. Add the rest 
of the dry ingredients and mix well. 
4. Blend in chocolate, 1/2 cup nuts and 1/4 cup chopped cher-
ries. Mix well. Drop by teaspoonsful onto ungreased cookie 
sheets. Bake 10-12 minutes. 
5. Cut marshmallows in half. After cookies are out of the oven, 
place marshmallows cut side down onto the cookies. While 
hot, frost and top with more pecans or cherries. 
 
 

36 Advent Songs to Sing or Listen To 
To listen to this playlist, go to Open.spotify.com and search 

“Songs for Advent” by the Gospel Coalition 

1. “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,” Robbie Seay Band 

2. “Joy to the World,” Sufjan Stevens 

3. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Belle and Sebastian 

4. “Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song),” Amy Grant 

5. “Silent Night,” Sojourn 

6. “O Holy Night,” Nat King Cole 

7. “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!” Choir of King’s College  

8. “Silent Night,” Over the Rhine 

9. “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” The Modern Post 

10. “Noel,” Lauren Daigle and Chris Tomlin 

11. “First Noel,” Leslie Odom Jr. 

12. “Angels We Have Heard On High,” Sarah McLachlan 

13. “Gloria,” Josh Garrels 

14. “In Dulci Jubilo,” 14th century traditional 

15. “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” Young Oceans 

16. “Once in Royal David’s City,” Choir of King’s College  

17. “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem,” Nat King Cole 

18. “Coventry Carol,” Pentatonix 

19. “What Child Is This / The Holly and the Ivy,” Bing Crosby 

20. “Away in a Manger,” Drew Holcomb and The Neighbors 

21. “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” Ella Fitzgerald 

22. “I Wonder and I Wander,” Chanticleer 

23. “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” Amy Grant or Johnnnyswim 

24. “Star of Wonder,” Kurt Elling 

25. “We Three Kings,” 116, Abe Parker, Lecrae, Paul Russell 

26. “Do You Hear What I Hear?” Future of Forestry 

27. “Jesus Born on This Day,” Mariah Carey 

28. “Pie Jesu,” Future of Forestry 

29. “Lo, How a Rose ‘Ere Blooming,” Young Oceans 

30. “Advent Hymn,” Christy Nockels 

31. “Little Drummer Boy,” Shane & Shane 

32. “A Mighty Fortress / Angels We Have Heard on High,” Amy Grant 

33. “Messiah: Hallelujah Chorus,” George Frideric Handel 

34. “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” Bing Crosby 

35. “Wait for the Lord,” Taizé 

36. “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day,” Caroline Cobb, Sean Carter 

 



 

 

You are Loved... 
God has wrapped up this long narrative of anticipation for Jesus 

the Christ through love within each of us.                                                    
May our lives be instruments of Christ’s peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Chrismon Tree (Chrismon=Christ Monograms) is a way to celebrate 

the life of Christ during the Advent season. We have a Chrismon tree at 

church that children decorate every year with special symbols.        

Come see this wondrous sight online! 

Many thanks to all of our Advent            
devotional writers and artists. You 

poured your heart, soul and genuine 
selves into these messages for our church 

family. Thank you!! 


