
 

 

 

JANUARY 2022 

Our Mission:  
 

As a fellowship of Christ’s 
followers, our mission is to 

journey through life with the 
inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 

with God’s transforming love. 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

Communiqué 

Happy New Year to you! 
 
One of the aspects that I deeply love about you is your integration of theology and 
application.  Your connection to Center School District is based upon a theological 
foundation.  The support of Hilcrest Ministries, Back Snacks, and Community 
Assistance Council is intimately related to the synergy of applying your theology 
to the participation of bringing about the Realm of God, here and now. 
 

I want to put on your radar an upcoming speaker series that I am particularly 
excited that is happening at Holmeswood.   We are inviting some significant leaders 
in Kansas City, who are engaged in the work of a greater good, to talk about their 
work.  They will also discuss how you can participate in their area.  Meaning, it is 
moving from the theoretical to the practical engagement. 
 

We are calling this series "Won't You Be My Neighbor".  The speakers will lead in an 
optional church-wide BFG on Sunday mornings from 9:00-10:00 in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The presentations will be streamed on Facebook and YouTube.  Then, during the following 
worship service they will have part of the service in which they will talk about their emphasis.  I will 
preach on their topic to concretely connect what they are doing with a theological emphasis.   
 

Below is the schedule of speakers and topics: 
 

January 23: City Manager Brian Platt-Housing Crisis in KC 
 

January 30: City Councilmember Andrea Bough-Right to Counsel   
 

February 6: Dion Sankar, DeJ'on Slaughter, and Federal Judge Stephen Bough-Re-Entry Court 
(www.mow.uscourts.gov/reentry-court) 
 

To state the obvious, these are people who are a big deal in our city.  They are working in creative 
ways to make Kansas City more equitable.  In theological terms, I would describe them as people who 
are engaged in the work of the Realm of God that is here and now. 
 

The ‘why’ of us offering engagements like this is to continually connect our bible study and theological 
reflection with practical and communal application.  The internal, spiritual work we do amongst 
ourselves should lead to a deeper concern for the realities happening in our city.  That concern should 
then move us forward to engagement and application.  And then because of our experiences in the 
work toward a greater good for everyone in our community, this then leads us to deeper theological 
questions and reflections inside our church.  It is a cyclical and symbiotic relationship.   
 

Another way of saying it is this: Good action is just as important as good doctrine. 
 

I hope that you engage in this series.  You are also encouraged to invite someone to attend with you. 
 

Have I told you lately that I love you?  I love being your pastor.  And I love your love for your Christ and 
for Kansas City. 
 

Here we go 2022, together! 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 



 

 

 

 

 

 
December 12 
In person: 86 
Online: 18 x 1.8 = 32 
Total: 118 
 

January 2 
In person: 19 
Online: 40 x 1.8 = 72 
Total: 91 

 

FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS TEAM 

We consider many health observances for January.  Among them are; 
National Blood Donor Month, Glaucoma Research Foundation Awareness, Hope 
for Justice through the National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention 
Groups, National Healthy Weight thoughts, and  others. 
 

But to really be personal what are your goals for this coming year?  Is there a 
health issue you need to be consistent about in your care?  Do you need to be 
regular in taking medication the doctor has prescribed for you to be healthier?  Are 
you starting the New Year with healthy food and diet overall? 
 

The word “health” is a common theme in so many areas of our lives.  Do your ac-
tivities equal good health or bad health? 
 

My encouragement to you is to take one day at a time as you set goals and try to 
maintain and continue them.  God wants only the best for you.  Good wishes to 
you. 
 

Lora Lau RN FCN 

December 5 
In person: 91 
Online: 25 x 1.8 = 45 
Total: 136 
 

December 26 
In person: 48 
Online: 23 x 1.8 = 41 
Total: 89 

November 28           
In Person:  108 
Online: 18 x 1.8 = 32 
Total: 140 
 
December 19           
In Person:  106 
Online: 18 x 1.8 = 32 
Total: 138 

 

HBC GAME NIGHT 
FRIDAY - JANUARY 21 

6:00 - 8:00 pm 
 

Everyone is invited to a good old-fashioned game night! We will have tables set up for 
board games and floor space for games like Twister, as all ages are welcome to join 
in the competitive fun. Please bring your favorite game or a snack to share.  
Friday, January 21 from 6:00-8:00 pm at church. (If we have inclement weather that 
day, please check January 21’s What’s Happening email or Facebook page to find out 
if the event will take place.)  
 

Hope to see you there! 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January Birthdays 

  
1/02 Kylene Campbell 
  
1/03 Brooklyn Burk, Beth Stout 
  
1/04 Lora Lau 
  
1/07 Aimee Hicks 
  
1/08 Becky Herrera, Tatyana Horev 
  
1/11 Marilyn Formella 
  
 1/14 Eliana Scott, Alex Wilcoxon 
  
1/15 Denny Fowler, Kaitlin Lyman, 
 Merle Smith 
  
1/17 Ernie Berube, Tim Freeman 
  
1/18 Kevin Daniel, Amy Jenkins,  
           Daniel Roland 
   
1/22 Daryn Decker 
   
1/23 Dan Stephens 
  
1/25 Billie Mills 
  
1/26 Linda Frank 
 
1/27 Allison Sanders 
  
1/28 Matt Stephens 
  
1/31 Ebony Johnson  
 
 

Be sure and send Happy Birthday 
greetings to this month’s birthday 
friends. A card, text, or a phone call 
mean so much! 

JANUARY LIBRARY NEWS 
HOURS FOR LIBRARY:  Whenever the Church Office is 
open, the Library is open.  If you have a question, call Pat 
Tennison, 816-941-3755 or call the church office.  

LIBRARY SURVEY 

Thank you for responding to the recent Library Sur-
vey.  We received 56 responses; of those responding, 
46% said they would access the Church Library cata-
log if available online.  The primary reason for the sur-
vey and our desire for your input is to determine the 
future of the church library. We asked for your feed-
back sooner rather than later because our church 
server recently crashed, and we temporarily lost our 
library catalog. We have retrieved the files but need to 
look for a new library system as a result (one that 
does not depend on a physical storage unit but, in-
stead, is cloud-based). We are looking at an upgrade 
of the program which we have had for over a decade, 
and this new program would give you online access to 
all materials.  We are aware than many readers go to 
their tablet or other device for books and materials, 
rather than read a physical book or periodical. While 
we are currently in the ‘research stage,’ we will make 
a decision soon.  If you have additional thoughts, 
please share them with me.  If you are a librarian or 
have had library experience and want to be a part of 
the Library Ministry, please call me at (816) 941-
3755.     
Thank you again…..your opinions are valuable, matter 
and are so very much appreciated.  Happy reading! 
Pat Tennison 

  
HERE ARE A COUPLE OF BOOKS TO READ IN 
JANUARY…… 
 

NAKED SPIRITUALITY by Brian McLaren    
This book identifies the stages of spiritual 
growth.  The author says that developing  
spiritually is like learning a language…..it  
requires personal  practice.  McLaren presents 
twelve practices arranged in four stages on our 
personal journey. 

 

THE JOURNEY by Adam Hamilton  
Hamilton visited the Holy Land and retraced the 
steps of Mary and Joseph.  He went to Nazareth, 
Bethlehem and to the home of Elizabeth and 
Zechariah in Elin Karem.  Read it and reflect on 
your own journey with Christ.  
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January 17th - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 

Quotes by Martin Luther King Jr: 
 

“Forgiveness is not an occasional act. It is a permanent attitude.”  
 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”  

 
“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.”  

 
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”  

 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?'”  

 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  

 
 


