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Our Mission:  
 

As a fellowship of Christ’s 
followers, our mission is to 

journey through life with the 
inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 

with God’s transforming love. 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

Communiqué 

  
 Renowned jazz pianist Keith Jarrett was flying at a breakneck speed 
through the twisty roads of Germany’s hillside.  The year was 1975.  He had 
already been on the road for almost 5 hours and was late for a sold-out concert 
that he was supposed to perform at the Cologne Opera House.  His back ached 
from being hunched over in the car so long.  And when he finally arrived at the 
concert hall, the Bosendorfer 290 Imperial concert grand piano that he had been 
promised was nowhere to be found on the stage.  Instead, an out-of-tune 
rehearsal-grade baby grand piano was what he was expected to play.  When he 
sat down on the bench to warmup, Jarrett realized that the sustain pedal was non-
functional and both the upper and lower keys were unusable.  And to make matters 
worse, the piano was out of tune. 
 “This is too much,” Jarrett said.  “I cannot play this concert in these conditions.” 
 But, Vera Brandes, the 17-year-old student and organizer of the event, 
pleaded with Jarrett like that persistent widow in Luke’s Gospel.  “There are already 
more than 1,300 people who are here and are anxiously awaiting your performance.  They are avid 
fans of yours and they are desperate to hear your music.” 
 Jarrett relented and played the concert. 
 And what took place that night was nothing short of sacred space.  On an out of tune, rehearsal-
grade piano whose upper and lower keys did not work, and sustain pedal was deemed useless, Jarrett 
improvised his soul out for more than an hour as the audience was held captive by what they were 
experiencing right in front of their eyes and in their ears.   
 What makes this story even better is that ECM Records recorded the live performance and 
when you listen to the album, you can hear the twang of the piano strings as well as Jarrett moan and 
sing along with his creation.  To date, what is now known as The Koln Concert has sold more than four 
million copies, making it the bestselling piano album of all time.  
 
 This Advent season at Holmeswood, we are using the phrase “Connecting Through an Awkward 
Advent” to guide our being in this time of re-birth.  The stories of Advent are awkward.  They are not 
the soft silhouettes as portrayed on the Hallmark channel.  The stories are grungy.  They are out of 
tune.  Some of the keys do not work.  Yet, the fullness of God used these characters, and uses you 
and me, to improvise a life-giving and saving way that is more beautiful than could have ever been 
previously imagined. 
 
 Below are the sermon directions for the Advent season: 
 
 November 28: “An Awkward Advent: Blemished Histories” (Matthew 1:1-17) 
 December 5: “An Awkward Advent: Family Secrets” (Luke 1:26-38) 
 December 12: “An Awkward Advent: Inconceivable Partners” (Luke 2:8-15) 
 December 19: “An Awkward Advent: Celestial Congruence” (John 1:11-5) 
 
 I look forward to following this path of an Awkward Advent with you this year. 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 
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Holmeswood Baptist Church welcomed  
Gloria Hill to membership on 
October 29, 2021.   
 

Gloria was born and raised in Kansas City. 
In her professional career she worked in 
the talent/entertainment industry. Her most 
recent employer was a gentleman that 
owned Sandstone, Monster Truck events 
and a Northeast Lacrosse League. Gloria is 
now retired.  
Gloria is not able to attend services in per-
son because of health reasons. Please 
send Gloria a welcome email or card! Her 
email is glrhll3@gmail.com. Her address is 
in F1GO or you can call the church office.  

 

November 7            
In Person:  79 
Online: 18 x 1.8 = 32 
Total: 111 
 

November 14            
In Person:  100 
Online: 16 x 1.8 = 29 
Total: 129 

November  21 
In person: 93 
Online: 21 x 1.8 = 38 
Total: 131 
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December Birthdays 
  
12/03 Norman Chatfield 
  
12/06 Keren Colon, Kamey Wilson 
  
12/07 Jackie Loomis 
  
12/10 Bob Durbin 
  
12/12 Mark Garrett, Shirley Isaiah  
  
12/14 Heather Rhoads, Allen York 
  
12/15 Cindy Drake, Mary Latteman, 

  Chisa Wilcoxon, Sam Wilcoxon 
  
12/16 Mary Kay Carter 
 
12/17 Audrey Hartwell,  

  LaVonna Johnson 
  
12/18 Barbara Kessler,  

  Miranda Lyman-Hager,  
    
12/20 Carole Zahnd 
  
12/21 Jack Adams, Joe Johnson, 

  Christine Rockwell 
  
12/22 Jean Clemons, Bill McMein 
    
12/28 Doug Hart, Vernon Reid 
  
12/29 Brenna Dougherty,  

  Larissa Dougherty 
   
12/31 Ilene Bartley, Owen During 
 

 
Be sure and send Happy Birthday 
greetings to this month’s birthday 
friends. A card, text, or a phone call 
mean so much! 

DECEMBER LIBRARY NEWS 

JOY***LOVE****PEACE****HOPE 
 

“Connecting Through Advent”  
The first Sunday of Advent begins on Nov 28. Pick up your 
HBC Advent book to read each day of Advent. Also, plan to 
read one of these books from your church library:  

 
THE INCARNATION:   
REDISCOVERING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
CHRISTMAS by Adam Hamilton.     
The author looks at the various names and titles 
used to describe JESUS by the authors of the 
Gospel.    Hamilton states in the introduction 
that he hopes the reader will  “rediscover the 

significance of Christmas as Christmas is a celebration of 
the Incarnation”. 

 
THE FIRST CHRISTMAS:   
WHAT THE GOSPELS REALLY TEACH 
ABOUT JESUS’ BIRTH by Marcus Borg and 
John Dominic Crossan.  This book challenges the 
reader to think about the meaning of JESUS’ birth 
for us today.  

 
THE WOMEN OF CHRISTMAS:   
EXPERIENCE THE SEASON AFRESH WITH 
ELIZABETH, MARY AND ANNA by Liz Higgs.   
By the power of the Spirit, these three women did 
their part, anticipating the Lord’s advent, dedicat-
ing their lives to his service and honoring his  
sacred name even before he was born.     

 
CHRISTMAS STORIES FOR CHILDREN 
Parents, create a Christmas memory, read a Christmas  
story with your child…. 
 
Pine Tree Parable by Liz Higgs 

The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg 

The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado 

The Candy Maker’s Gift by David Haidle 

Mary, Did You Know by  Mark Lowry 

 

 
 

 

 

HOURS FOR LIBRARY:  Whenever the Church Office is 
open, the Library is open.  If you have a question, call Pat 
Tennison, 816-941-3755 or call the church office.  
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Trips Coming!? 

 

It’s been well over a year and a half since the COVID pandemic affected our church members to get 
together as we have in the past.  We’re hoping we are beginning to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. 
 

We are entering the busy holiday season, followed by an unpredictable winter.  This is why we are 
looking toward spring and summer of 2022. 
 

Several people got together over the summer and fall and wanted to begin planning some outings.  
We wanted to visit some sights in the KC area.  Some of the places mentioned were WW1 Museum, 
Powell Gardens, the new Kansas City Museum, Nelson-Atkins Art Museum, the 18

th
 and Vine district 

and the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.  We would like to have a trip once every other month, or 
every quarter.  It would be a day trip sightseeing and having lunch (maybe even ice cream!!!!).  We 
would have a bus and driver and enjoy the day. 
 

THIS IS NOT ONLY FOR “OLD” PEOPLE!  This would be for anyone interested in going along.   
 

When we have some dates and places, we’ll be sure to let you know.   
 

Keep taking care of yourselves and others and 2022 could be a 
wonderful year! 
 
Allen 


