
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 

Our Mission:  
 

As a fellowship of Christ’s 
followers, our mission is to 

journey through life with the 
inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 

with God’s transforming love. 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

Communiqué 

  
  I heard a story the other day that made me chuckle.  It’s a 
story about a University of Kentucky basketball player named Dan 
Issel.  One of the first games in which Issel saw action on the court, 
his fellow Wildcat teammates were unsure who he was or if he could 
really play ball when it counted.  Because of their hesitancy, his 
Wildcat teammates were skittish to pass him the ball.  They moved 
the ball all around Issel, but never to him.  Coach Rupp became so 
exasperated at their unwillingness to engage Issel in the game…it was as 
if Kentucky was playing with 4 people on the court instead of 5…that 
Rupp eventually called a timeout in order to address the team.  As the 
players were huddled together on the bench, Coach Rupp told all the 
players to look at Issel and said, “This guy is going to be Kentucky’s all-
time leading scorer by the time he’s through here.  I thought you might like to meet him.”  
 And sure enough, Rupp was right.  Over the next 4 years, Issel became UK’s all-
time leading scorer with 2,138 points.  He led the Wildcats to 3 SEC championships and 
set 23 school records.  His jersey was eventually retired both at Kentucky and with the 
Denver Nuggets.  And, Issel has been enshrined in the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame and the College Basketball Hall of Fame. 
 Coach Rupp saw what was inside of Issel when no one else did. 
 
 Christ most fully modeled this ability of looking past what everyone else sees and 
glean what is really inside people; namely, the good and sacred spark in everyone.  
Hagar.  Rahab.  David.  James and John.  Mary Magdalene.  Bartimaeus.  The woman 
at the well.  The little children.  You.  Me. 
 
 Franciscan priest Richard Rohr writes, “God loves things by becoming them.”  
Rohr suggests that incarnation was not limited to just the man of Jesus, but because, as 
the prologue to the Gospel of John writes, all things are created through the Christ, 
everything and everyone has a spark of divinity within them.  Everyone and Everything 
has the divine fingerprints of Christ on them.   
 Part of what we do as followers of Jesus is model His ability to see the sacred 
goodness that is all around us.  Name the sacredness that is in each person.  Embrace 
the goodness.  When we do this, we are loving God and loving neighbor.  We are 
worshipping Christ. 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 



 

 

 

 

FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH TEAM 
 
This writing seems to fit for November, the month of Thanksgiving, not necessarily the Holiday. 
 
 He said, “Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year.  He is rich who 
owns the day, and no one owns the day who allows it to be invaded with fret and anxiety.  Finish 
every day and be done with it.  You have done what you could.  Some blunders and absurdities, no 
doubt crept in.  Forget them as soon as you can, tomorrow is a new day; begin it well and serenely, 
with too high a spirit to be cumbered with your old nonsense.  This new day is too dear, with its 
hopes and invitations, to waste a moment on the yesterdays.”   
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Trips Coming!? 
 

It’s been well over a year and a half since the COVID pandemic affected our church members to 
get together as we have in the past.  We’re hoping we are beginning to see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. 
 

We are entering the busy holiday season, followed by an unpredictable winter.  This is why we are 
looking toward spring and summer of 2022. 
 

Several people got together over the summer and fall and wanted to begin planning some outings.  
We wanted to visit some sights in the KC area.  Some of the places mentioned were WW1 Muse-
um, Powell Gardens, the new Kansas City Museum, Nelson-Atkins Art Museum, the 18

th
 and Vine 

district and the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum.  We would like to have a trip once every other 
month, or every quarter.  It would be a day trip sightseeing and having lunch (maybe even ice 
cream!!!!).  We would have a bus and driver and enjoy the day. 
 

THIS IS NOT ONLY FOR “OLD” PEOPLE!  This would be for anyone interested in going along.   
 

When we have some dates and places, we’ll be sure to let you know.   
 

Keep taking care of yourselves and others and 2022 could be a wonderful 
year! 
 
Allen 

 

Holmeswood Baptist Church welcomed  
Kris Whitaker to membership on October 24, 2021.   
 

Kris was born and raised in Kansas City. She attended 
Southwest High School and went to college at CMSU 
and at Kansas Univ where she acquired degrees in  
General Science with specialization in Biology: Occupa-
tional Therapy and Nursing. 
 

Kris helped start the Psych. Unit at Lawrence Memorial 
Hospital and went on to work in the Medical Profession 
in some capacity for the next 50 years. She retired from 
the Univ of Kansas as a compliance specialist in the 
Office of Human Research. Prior to working at KU, Kris 
was a traveling monitor for clinical research.  
 

Kris has interests in Music and Art having sung semi 
professionally once upon a time. She had gallery show-
ings with some of her paintings. Her preferred medium is 
watercolor. She has sat on many boards and is currently 
the Vice President of the Kansas City Athenaeum.  
 

Kris comes to Holmeswood through the encouragement 
of her friends, Bobbie and Mike Goff.  

 

October 3            
In Person:  81 
Online: 28 x 1.8 = 50 
Total: 131 
 

October 10            
In Person:  77 
Online: 10 x 1.8 = 18 
Total: 95 

October 17 
In person: 98 
Online: 18 x 1.8 = 32 
Total: 130 
 

October 24 
In person: 76 
Online: 28 x 1.8 = 50 
Total: 126 



 

 

 

 

November Birthdays 
  
11/01 Don Coleman 
  
11/02 Sarah Roark 
  
11/03 Janette Crites, Sandra Franco,  

 Ted Harrison, Colin Payne,  

 Lorie Skoog, Gary Youngblood 
   
11/05 Tim Burk, Jan McMein 
  
11/06 David Cantrell 
  
11/10 Patty Freeman 
  
11/13 Tanya Salyer 
  
11/14 Jim Frey 
  
11/16 Margaret Younger 
  
11/17 Linda Morris 
  
11/19 Kathy Corrigan 
   
11/23 Judy Anderson, Leslie Reed 
  

11/24 Peggy Hunter 
  
11/25 Mandy Johnson,  

        Alinane Malere, Twila Samborski 
  
11/27 Dudley Barker, Marion During, 

 Ajainiece Johnson, Billie King, 

 Teri Smedley 
  
11/28 Dick Purnell 
  
11/29 Caden Johnson, Ethan Payne 
  
11/30 Jim Campbell, Tim Hager,  

 Jayd Williams, Michael York 
 

Be sure and send Happy Birthday 
greetings to this month’s birthday 
friends. A card, text, or a phone call 
mean so much! 

NOVEMBER LIBRARY NEWS 

FAITH AND SCIENCE…. 
The title of the sermon delivered by guest minister 
Dr. Mitch Randall, of Good Faith Media, on Oct. 17 
was “The Harmonious Relationship Between Faith 

and Science”.  You may want to check 
out and read THE LANGUAGE OF GOD:  
A SCIENTIST PRESENTS EVIDENCE 
FOR BELIEF by Dr. Francis Collins, MD.  
His book is about integrating Christian 
beliefs with science.  Dr. Collins, who 
headed the Human Genome Project,  

describes how a belief in GOD and the Bible 
doesn’t have to conflict with science and its’  
findings. 

 

THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF HENRIETTA 
LACKS by Rebecca Skloot.  This book 
reveals injustices in medical research 
and issues about ethics, race and  
science. 
 

 

NEW FOR AMISH FICTION LOVERS….. 
 

THE BEGINNING, a new book by Beverly 
Lewis, tells the story of 22 year old Susie 
Masts’ life in Hickory Hollow in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.   
 

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN…… 
 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? By Rachel Held 
Evans and Matthew Paul Turner.   Each 
page, beautifully illustrated by Ying Hui 
Tan, looks at the question “what is GOD 
like?” 
 

THE PUMPKIN PATCH PARABLE by 
Liz Curtis Higgs.   A farmer turns a  
pumpkin into a bright light which brings 
joy.    

HOURS FOR LIBRARY:  Whenever the Church Office is 
open, the Library is open.  If you have a question, call Pat 
Tennison, 816-941-3755 or call the church office.  
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NOVEMBER 7 - Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 

Planting Gratitude 
 
In this season of barren trees and falling leaves 
May we remember that God our Creator 
Gives us new life every morning, 
New growth and places to plant. 
 
And with each new day and in each new way 
We can show our gratitude to God 
Through small acts of kindness 
And planting big acts of love. 

 
  Let this be our prayer. 


