
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Our Mission:  
 

As a fellowship of Christ’s 
followers, our mission is to 

journey through life with the 
inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 

with God’s transforming love. 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

Communiqué 

 We are almost there.  The Renovation Committee has received bids 
from various contractors and will soon move forward with one.  This means, 
that in the upcoming weeks, we will begin the construction of revitalizing 
our Sanctuary and surrounding areas so that they more deeply reflect the 
welcoming spirit of Christ that is found in Holmeswood.  In doing so, we will 
enrich the sacred space of these areas so that everyone can more fully 
worship God and position Holmeswood for future growth. 
 We still do not have an exact date when the construction will begin, 
but we will make sure you know it well in advance.  
  I do want to make sure you are aware of our plans related to where 
worship will take place and what the Sunday morning schedule will look like 
when these spaces are under construction.  The below plans have already 
been discussed with the Deacons and were presented in the August business 
meeting. 
 

Location of Worship Services During Renovation 
 Worship will take place both in the Fellowship Hall and the Prayer Garden.  Both spaces 
will have “live” experiences and both spaces will have part of the service on a screen.  For 
example, the music will plan to be in the Fellowship Hall, while the sermon will plan to be in in 
the Prayer Garden.  Both places will have screens or monitors so that you can participate in 
worship electronically for whatever element is not in-person in your chosen space.  This will 
mean that there is not an “over-flow” space, because both the Fellowship Hall and Prayer 
Garden will host significant elements of the worship service. 
 

Sunday Morning Time Change During Renovation 
 During the time of renovation, we will have a trial of swapping worship and BFG times.  
BFGs will start at 9:00am and the worship service will begin at 10:15am.  If you are in the habit 
of regularly attending both worship and BFG, your time at church on Sunday morning will stay 
mostly the same.  We have heard from many of our young families and a number of our 
seasoned members that the 9:00am worship time is really early.  So, we are using this 
renovation season as a trial for an altered schedule in hopes of connecting with a broader 
group who would benefit from a swap in times. 
 At the November business meeting, we will seek feedback from you regarding the time 
change.  How is it working?  Then, after the new year, a survey will be distributed asking if you 
would like to keep the trial schedule and make it permanent or return to the current Sunday 
morning schedule.  The decision from this survey will be implemented when we return to the 
renovated sanctuary. 
 

 Know that I am deeply grateful for each of you as everyone has come together to make 
all of this happen.  I am beyond excited for the future of Holmeswood and the many years to 
come of Christ’s saving and embracing love that is experienced in and through each of you, 
and the future lives that will be changed because of Christ. 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September Birthdays 
  
9/01  Lorraine Gengere, Dennis Younger 
  
9/02  Bonnie Burgdorf 
  
9/03  Gloria Carson, Lucas Urias 
  
9/06  Victor Smedley 
  
9/08  Dianne Fowler, Nadine Purnell 
  
9/09  Linda Berube, Priscilla Hunt 
  
9/10  Nancy Campbell 
  
9/13 Levon Musgrave, Laquita Schaeffer,  
        Pam Ussery 
  
9/15  Paul Frank, Robert Wood 
  
9/16  Mike Fraizer 
  
9/19  Patty Frank, Grace Smedley 
  
9/21  Maggie Andrews 
  
9/22  Sharon Coleman, Denise Grogan 
  
9/23  Ralph Osborn, Pamela Williams 
  
9/24  Annetta Johnson 
  
9/26  Bob Wilcox 
  
9/27  Philip Daniel, Charlotte Frey 
  
9/29  Pavel Horev 
 
9/30  Barbette Sanders 

 
Be sure and send Happy Birthday 
greetings to this month’s birthday 
friends. A card, text, or a phone call 
mean so much! 

SEPTEMBER LIBRARY NEWS 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY 
 
THE GRAVITY OF JOY BY ANGELA GORRELL.  
This new book will be discussed in two groups on 
Wednesdays beginning September 8.    It is the 
story of the authors’ discovery of Christian Joy.   
Her personal story with grief invites the reader to 
find Christian joy as a counter agent to  issues    

    such as despair, addiction and suicide. 
 

BOOKS TO READ IN SEPTEMBER 
 
THE CASE FOR THE PSALMS:  WHY THEY 
ARE ESSENTIAL  by N. T. Wright.   The Psalms 
offer us a way to worship GOD amid any and all 
emotional states.  They guide our worship and ex-
plore what the great promises of GOD mean. 

 

NAKED SPIRITUALITY by Brian D McLaren.  
This book identifies the various stages of our spir-
itual growth on our Christian journey.  McLaren 
compares  developing spirituality to learning a lan-
guage----it requires individual, personal practice.  
He presents twelve practices arranged in four 
stages on our personal journey. 

 
SEARCHING FOR SUNDAY:  LOVING, LEAV-
ING AND FINDING THE CHURCH by Rachel 
Held Evans.  Evans says “As the shape of Christi-
anity changes and our churches adapt to a new 
world, we have a choice:  we   can choose to trust 
that GOD, who raised Jesus from the dead, is 
busy making something new.  As long as Chris-

tians are breaking bread and pouring wine, as long as we 
are anointing the sick and baptizing sinners, as long as we 
are preaching the word and paying atten tion, the church 
lives and Jesus says the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against it.  We might as well trust  him”  

 
Q & A:  How do I find a book?  Use the computer cata-
log….search by author, title or subject.  Books are shelved 
numerically according to the Dewey Decimal System num-
ber and the first three letters of the author’s name.     

HOURS FOR LIBRARY:  Whenever the Church Office is 
open, the Library is open.  If you have a question, call Pat 
Tennison, 816-941-3755 or call the church office.  



 

 

Adult Connections-Wednesdays beginning September 8 
 

The Gravity of Joy by Angela Williams Gorrell 
 

Less than a year after joining the Theology of Joy and the Good Life project at the Yale Center for Faith and 
Culture, Angela Gorrell got word that a close family member had died by suicide. Less than a month later, she 
lost her father to a fatal opioid addiction and her nephew, only 22 years old, to sudden cardiac arrest. The 
theoretical joy she was researching at Yale suddenly felt shallow and distant - completely unattainable in the 
fog of grief she now found herself in.  
In The Gravity of Joy, Gorrell uses her search for authentic, grounded Christian joy to reflect on the larger so-
cietal need for joy as a counteragent to the despair all too prevalent in the 21st century. Inviting action in re-
sponse to the tragedies of addiction and suicide, she articulates a vision for communities that yearn for joy 
and “walk together through the shadows” to find it. (summary from Amazon website) 
 
Two Discussion Options 
 

1) HBC Fellowship Hall and Online via Zoom from 2:30-3:30 
 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/98319251574?
pwd=ZjJxcWZOdzVyMHFGd01NSTUrd3V5dz09 
 

Meeting ID: 983 1925 1574 
Passcode: 301148 
Telephone: (312) 626-6799 
 
2) Coach’s Bar & Grill from 6:00pm-7:15pm 
6700 College Blvd. 
Overland Park, KS 66211 
 

Reading Schedule 
 

September 8: Chapters 1-3 
September 15: Chapters 4-5 
September 22: Chapters 6-7 
September 29: Chapters 8-9 
 

*A limited number of books to purchase for $5 are in the church office.  Please bring exact change.  The book 
is also available via Amazon. 

Centering Prayer Group Book Study 
 

The Centering Prayer group has a regular prayer session on the 4th Thursday of each month at HBC from 6 
to 6:30. Beginning on 09 Sep 2021, the group will host a book study focused on Centering/Contemplative 
Prayer geared for anyone interested in this spiritual practice. 
 

We’ll meet monthly on the following Thursdays, 09 Sep, 14 Oct, 11 Nov & 09 Dec from 2:00 to 3:00 pm and 
6:00-7:00. and discuss the book called Everything Belongs: The Gift of Contemplative Prayer by Richard 
Rohr.  We have 4 copies available for purchase, so if you wish to participate in the book study, please contact 
Terry Brown in the church office to purchase a copy; the cost is $5.  If you prefer an electronic version, Ama-
zon carries the book and can be purchased via their website.  We will meet at the church or join us via a 
Zoom link. We hope you’ll join us for this book study! 
 
Reading Assignments 
 

09 Sep 2021 [50 pages] 
- Chapter 1 - Center and Circumference 
- Chapter 2 - Vision and Enchantment 
 
14 Oct 2021 [33 pages] 
- Chapter 3 - Ego and Soul 
 

11 Nov 2021 [61 pages] 
- Chapter 4 - Cleansing the Lens 
- Chapter 5 - Don't Push the River 
 

09 Dec 2021 [23 Pages] 
- Chapter 6 - Return to the Sacred 
- Coda and Conclusion: A Contemplative Seeing of 

the Doctrine of the Cross 



 

 

     CONNECTING 
Dear Holmeswood Family, 
 
Once again, we find ourselves in the midst of stewardship season. This is where each of 
us has the opportunity to share our financial gifts so that we can continue to serve as 
Christ’s messengers to the greater community. Your faithful stewardship is essential to 

ensuring we can meet the spiritual needs of our church family and those still seeking a personal re-
lationship with Christ. 
 
The 2022 stewardship theme is CONNECTING. Over the last year and a half, we have all had to re-
think what connections looks like. As the world around us changed, Holmeswood has continued to 
provide opportunities for those seeking a connection. 
 
For 2022, our budget goal for tithes and offerings is $500,000.  
 
We encourage you to join us for worship, either in-person or online, from now until Commitment 
Sunday, September 12, 2021, to learn more about stewardship and our theme of community. We 
will have a celebration picnic on Commitment Sunday, September 12. Our schedule of events is as 
follows: 
 

building 
renewing  
sustaining 
sharing 
 

If you are unable to attend on Commitment Sunday, please consider turning in your pledge card ear-
ly by mailing your card to the church office at 9700 Holmes Road, Kansas City, MO 64131, or email-
ing your pledge information to herb.carpenter@holmeswood.org. Alternatively, you can submit your 
pledge online at www.holmeswood.org/stewardship. Your pledge card will be mailed to you as we 
arrive closer to September 12. 
 
We appreciate your continued support and are so thankful that you are part of our Holmeswood 
community. Please prayerfully consider your response to God’s calling and reflect on the community 
that Holmeswood provides locally, nationally, and globally. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The 2022 Holmeswood Stewardship Committee 
 
Patty Frank, John Brown, Austin During, Marion During, Denny Fowler, Carole Zahnd, and Sarah Zey 

 

August 1             
In Person:  80 
Online: 33 x 1.8 = 59.4 
Total: 139 
 

August 8             
In Person:  66 
Online: 35 x 1.8 = 63 
Total: 129 

August 15 
In person: 90 
Online: 35 x 1.8 = 63 
Total: 153 
 

August 22 
In person: 100 
Online: 39 x 1.8 = 70 
Total: 170 

http://www.holmeswood.org/stewardship


 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 Communique 

9700 Holmes Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131-3215 

www.holmeswood.org 

Families are invited to discover ways to share Sabbath and faith AT HOME. These 
practical tips and activities are meaningful, do-able and can be worked into your busy 
family routine. Join in with your family to see how we can discover God in all sorts of 
ways! There will be a few take-home tools to use for years to come. Please RSVP to 
Laurel Cluthe by September 15. (816) 942-1729   Guests are welcome.  

Saturday, September 18 

Sabbath in the Suburbs 

September Family Event:  

10:00am - 11:30am 


