
 

 

 

JUNE 2021 

Our Mission:  
 

As a fellowship of Christ’s 
followers, our mission is to 

journey through life with the 
inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 

with God’s transforming love. 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

Communiqué 

  

 
 The other day I was introduced to a saying by the philosopher Plotinus that has 
since stuck with me.  Plotinus lived in the 3rd-century and is considered one of the most 
influential early philosophers, only behind the likes of Plato and Aristotle.  Plotinus wrote, 
“If we are in unity with the Spirit, we are in unity with each other, and so we are all one.”   
 As I reflect on his words, I imagine images of Pentecost, the season of the church 
in which we now find ourselves and when we focus on the Spirit of God…that aspect of 
God that travels alongside each of us in our lives.  The Spirit of God that connects each of 
us to the fullness of God.  The Spirit of God that connects the divine spark that is in you, 
and me, and everyone.  
 
“If we are in unity with the Spirit, we are in unity with each other, and so we are all one.”   
 
 I am only in full unity with the Spirit of God when I am in full unity with everyone 
around me.  When I am not in full unity with everyone around me, I am not in full unity 
with God.  My continual becoming of what God hopes for me is dependent upon me 
embracing the Spirit of God in the people around me.  And when I break that unity with the people around me, I 
am not able to fully become what God hopes for me.  We as a collective people are able to become the people 
that God hopes for us to be only to the extent that we embrace in unity the Spirit of God in those all around us. 
 
“If we are in unity with the Spirit, we are in unity with each other, and so we are all one.”   
 
 Like those metaphorical tongues of fire at that first Pentecost, the world is full ablaze all around us and 
within us.  Will the Spirit that is ablaze in you stoke the Spirit that is ablaze in me?   
 
“If we are in unity with the Spirit, we are in unity with each other, and so we are all one.”   
 
 Imagine what we could become if we lived that way.  Imagine what we could be if we embraced that way.  
Imagine the Spirit that is fully realized in unity. 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 

Also... 
We are excited to announce that we are now offering worship in the Sanctuary, Sundays at 9:00am!  
Because of the CDC and KCMO Health Department's very recent changes in guidance, we have 
adapted our plans for re-entry.  While there is an opportunity to worship in the Sanctuary, we will 
continue to offer worship online via Facebook. Please make a wise decision for yourself about  
attending in-person or worshipping online. In order to show care for all, we encourage you to wear 
your mask while at church. Whether you are comfortable worshipping in-person or if you prefer 
continuing to worship online, we give thanks that both spaces are sacred spaces to worship our God 
together as one congregation.  

The church office is now open Monday - Friday   9:00am - 4:00pm!          

 
 



 

 

 

 LIBRARY NEWS 
 

     MAKING RACIAL JUSTICE A REALITY   

 Be the Bridge by Latasha Morrison  

 Reflections by Rosa Parks 

 12 Years a Slave by Solomon Northup 

 The Fierce Urgency of Prophetic Hope by Wendell Griffen  

 America’s Original Sin:  Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a New 
                America by Jim Wallis 
 

The Color of Water:  A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother 
      by James McBride 
 

 The Sum of  Us:   What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper  
                 Together by Heather McGhee 
 

GOD’S DREAM by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
 

The Church Enslaved:  A Spirituality of Racial Reconciliation by Tony Campolo 
 

 

 

 

 

Retention of Learning 
 

This is worth repeating as we try to keep up with what goes on in this busy world. 
10% of what we read 
20% of what we hear 
30% of what we see 
50% of what we hear & see 
70% of what we say 
90% of what we say and do 
Pictures alone are 3 times more effective than words alone. 
Words and pictures are 6 times more effective than words alone. 
 

“Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. 
O Lord, you preserve both man and beast.   
How priceless is your unfailing love!”   
Psalms 36: 5-7  NIV 
 

Lora Lau RN FCN 



 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 
  

6/02 Kris Collins 
  
6/04 Jerry Strack 
  
6/06 Dawn Payne 
 
6/08 Ellis Scott 
 
6/10 Wanda Shipman 
 
6/14 Dorris Colemon,  

       Stacey McMein, Cyrus Muwalo 

  
6/15 Joann Donahue,  

           John Ussery 

  
6/18 Bob Springate 
  
6/19 George Weaver 
  
6/20 Bill Sherriff 
  
6/22 Greg Smedley 
  
6/23 Matt Cluthe, Ann Garrison, 

           Hayden McDaniel 

  
6/28 Lorna Newton 
 
 
Be sure and send Happy Birthday 
greetings to this month’s birthday 
friends. A card, text, or a phone call 
mean so much! 

Thanks to all who came out to trim trees, 
cut back growth and spruce up our church! 

Nearly 20 of us and we missed the rain!  
 



 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 Communique 

9700 Holmes Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131-3215 

www.holmeswood.org 
 

2021 Heartland Camp at Holmeswood 
 

July 26-30, 2021 (Monday-Friday) 
 

9:00 am – 4:00 pm (early and late care available) 
 

Current K-6th Graders (must have completed any grade K - 6th by June 1) 
 

Imagine five full days of fun, friendship-making, learning about God's love and 
the Bible, playing lots of games, a water slide, skits, crafts and mission projects. Well, it's all  

happening July 26-30 at Holmeswood, and we welcome campers (& their friends) to participate in 
camp! Cost is $60 per camper, and this includes lunch, snacks and all activities; scholarships are 

available, too. Note: Because the health and safety of our campers, families and volunteers are our 
top priorities in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, we will have policies and procedures that  

reflect this. 
Find out more about this awesome week here: 

https://holmeswoodfam.org/heartland/ 
 

And if you are interested in volunteering for camp, go to the registration link: 
 HTTPS://WWW.HEARTLANDCAMPS.ORG/HOLMESWOOD 

 

Hope to see you there! 

https://holmeswoodfam.org/heartland/
https://www.heartlandcamps.org/holmeswood

