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Our mission:  
As a fellowship of Christ’s 
followers, our mission is to 

journey through life with the 
inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 

with God’s transforming love. 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

 

 
COVID-qué 

SCATTERED SPACES 
  

 There is a tree in New York City that stands on the grounds where the 

Twin Towers once stood.  After the tragedy of 9/11, the tree was discovered at 

the base of the rubble.  Some of the roots were snapped and there were 

branches that were charred, but the tree was still alive.  The NYC Dept of Parks 

and Rec decided to move the tree to another part of the city where it could 

gain more strength.  A few years passed and the tree began to grow stronger 

and stronger.  But then, in 2012, the second deadliest and most destructive 

hurricane in US history hit…Hurricane Sandy.  There was destruction 

everywhere…but the tree survived.  And it was moved back to the site of 9/11 

where it now stands…and is still growing.  This tree is now aptly knows as 

“Survivor Tree.” 

 I like that metaphor.  Survivor Tree.  The tree has encountered 

destruction.  The tree has smelled the stench of death.  The tree has heard 

the cries of wailing loved ones.  But the tree has survived.  And the tree continues to grow. 

 March 15 is the one-year anniversary of Holmeswood worshipping in the midst of 

scattered space due to COVID-19.  It is one full calendar year that we will have gathered 

together on platforms like Zoom and Facebook Live.  Telephone calls and handwritten cards 

have replaced handshakes and hugs.   

 There has not been a breakout of COVID-19 in Holmeswood because of the sacrifices 

each of us are making as we engage in faith development in the midst of scattered space.  As 

hard as it has been not to regularly and physically see one another, and it has been hard, I give 

such great thanks for the overall health of this community.   

 Yet, even in the midst of scattered space, Holmeswood has still lived out and embodied 

God’s loving and caring grace.  Some examples include meals for Center School District 

Students have still been packed.  Clothes and furniture given to those in need.  Through the 

aide of technology, the saving message of Christ has been proclaimed beyond the borders of 

97th and Holmes, to places like Columbia, Newtown, Orange Beach, and San Francisco.  

Holmeswood has not just survived, but the roots of the church have deepened into the soils of 

the Realm of God. 

 We will not always find ourselves in scattered space.  Vaccines will continue to increase.  

And there will come a day when we can more safely come together in shared space.   

 As I look at you and think of you, I see the Survivor Tree 

in you.  I see the Christ in you.  And like Paul wrote, “I am 

grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as 

my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my 

prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you 

so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere 

faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 

mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.” 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 

A mini           

Newsletter  

 for these  

 unusual times 

Raise Your Hand! 
 
 

  When you see this icon (hands    
  with hearts raised) throughout   
   this  newsletter, you’ll find a church mis-
sion opportunity to serve God and God’s 
Creation. 



 

 

 

 
Faith Community Health Update 
 
 

One of the CareNotes brochures currently on display at church in 

the Galleria talks about weaving Body, Mind, and Spirit into chronic 

disease.  Health involves the whole person.  Our Mental, Physical, 

and Spiritual health is impacted by our general status of health.  If 

our health is generally feeling good each day, then we do not al-

ways recognize that blessing.  If our health changes in any of these 

areas, then that is what we think about, rather than being thankful 

for all the other areas of good health we have.   

I have experienced surgery for the first time and recuperation in the 

past months.   I guess I am reminding myself of all the good health I 

have, instead of long periods of recuperation and some discomfort I 

have experienced.  It has been through the prayers and care of 

many people that some days were better than I could have done on my own.  The prayers 

and care made a big difference.  Who can you contact in some form to make 

their day better as they face health issues? 
 

“My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ 

Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:19 (NIV)   
 

 

L2L: Listening To Lent 
 

For this season’s theme of Listening to 

Lent, we are offering daily ways to 

connect online. These are through 

Worship, devotions, spiritual formation 

opportunities and even coffeehouse-

style concerts. As we journey through 

a challenging season of continuing to 

maintain physical distance, this space 

invites us into God’s holy presence of 

listening. We do not need a holy    

temple to hear God speak through 

the tweeting birds outside of our      

windows, through phone calls with 

friends, through music and stories 

shared in the Bible and on our TV, and 

even through the sound of our           

coffeemakers brewing up our morning 

routine. May we keep listening, keep 

learning and keep moving toward the 

Christ of love and never-ending      

presence with each and every one of 

us. 



 

 

 

 

March Birthdays 
  

3/03 Marian McKnight,  

           Michelle Splittstoesser 

3/05 Sarah Smedley 

3/10 Ann Bingham,  

 Michelle Valenzuela 

 3/12 Karen Miner 

3/15 Beverly Strack 

3/17 Delaney Burk,  

 Marlene Elder,  

 Pat Morris,  

 Pat Tennison 

3/20 Ron Middleton,  

 Vanessa Hertenstein 

3/21 Roger Dougherty 

3/23 Wayne Sabatka 

 3/26 Emily Daniel,  

 Stephanie Springate 

3/28 Katie Brown,  

 Bentley Johnson,  

 Joanne Sabatka 

3/29 Paulette Seidelman 
 
Be sure and send Happy Birthday 
greetings to this month’s birthday 
friends. A card, text, or a phone 
call mean so much! 

Holmeswood Church Library News 

As you journey through the Season of Lent, consider 

reading one of these books from your church library...               

listen to a new voice!  For an appointment to check out 

a book, call Pat Tennison at (816) 941-3755 to schedule 

a time-----if there is no answer, leave a message.   
 
 

LIVING IN CHRIST’S PRESENCE by 

Dallas Willard 
 

MEDITATIONS ON THE CROSS by  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

LIVING THE RESURRECTION by        

Eugene Peterson 
 

THE LAST WEEK by Borg and Crossan 
 

RELIVING THE PASSION by Walter 

Wangerin 
 

LEARNING TO WALK IN THE  DARK by 

Barbara Taylor Brown 
 

THANK GOD IT’S FRIDAY by William 

Willimon 
 

YOU ARE NEVER ALONE:  TRUST IN 

THE MIRACLE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 

by Max Lucado  
 

Note: These books also make great gifts 

for a loved one in this season. 

 

 

 

 

READ ONE OF THESE TO 

YOUR PRESCHOOL CHILD: 
The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado 

The Parable of the Lily by Liz Higgs 

God Gave Us Easter by Lisa Bergren 



 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 COVID-que 

9700 Holmes Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131-3215 

www.holmeswood.org 
 
 
 

 
 

Save the Dates: 
 

Throughout the Season of Lent, we have DAILY offerings of devotionals, concerts, Worship, prayer 

and conversation—all on Facebook.com/holmeswoodbaptist. Join us!  

 Tuesday, March 2: Centering Prayer on Zoom, 6:00-6:30 pm 

 Wednesday, March 3: Midweek Reflections and Prayers at 12:15 pm on Facebook; Varying 

Voices at 6:00 pm on Zoom 

 Thursday, March 4: Coffeehouse Concert at 7:00 pm on Facebook 

 Sunday, March 7: Listening to Lent Through Scripture (Nehemiah 8:1-12); Worship and 

Communion at 9:00 am on Facebook 


