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Save the Dates: 
 

 Friday, January 1: New Year’s Day—Happy 
New Year! 

 Sunday, January 3, 9:00 am: Second Sunday 
after Christmas Day + Communion; Worship 
from Home! Join Worship online:  

       www.facebook.com/holmeswoodbaptist 
 Wednesday, January 6: Epiphany of the Lord 
 Sunday, January 10, 9:00 am: Baptism of the 

Lord/Epiphany Sunday; Worship from Home  
 Sunday, January 17, 9:00 am: Second 

Sunday after the Epiphany; Worship from 
Home  

 Monday, January 18: MLK Day of Service; 
visit www.holmeswoodfam.org for ideas on 
how to safely serve our neighbors from home 
and actively work toward racial justice.  

 Sunday, January 24, 9:00 am: Third Sunday 
after the Epiphany;  Worship from Home  

 Sunday, January 31, 9 am: Fourth Sunday 
after the Epiphany; Worship from home 

 

Looking ahead: Lent is early this year, beginning 
February 17, Ash Wednesday! 
 

 
 Raise Your Hand! 
 

  When you see this icon (hands    
  with hearts raised) throughout   
   this  newsletter, you’ll find a   
   church  mission opportunity to     
   serve God and God’s Creation. 

Our mission: As a fellowship of 
Christ’s followers, our mission is 
to journey through life with the 

inclusive Christ and embrace ALL 
with God’s transforming love. 

How do we do this? (Keep reading.) 

 @Holmeswood                   Holmeswoodbaptist @holmeswood_baptist  

 

 
COVID-qué 
  

Need a Little Christmas 
 

 In the musical Mame, the 

character Mame loses all of her 

fortune in the financial crash of 

November 1929.  What is she to do?  

How will she recover?  After sitting 

with her loss for a moment, what 

Mame decides to do first is decorate 

her house with tinsel and holly.  Put 

up the Christmas tree.  String her 

home with lights.  Mame realizes that 

what she, her nephew, and her two 

household workers need the most in 

this moment is “a little Christmas 

now.”  She acknowledges each of 

them has “grown a little colder, grown a little sadder, 

and grown a little older.”  Maybe Christmas will help 

turn them around? 

 We have recently lived through 2020.  There was 

the COVID-19 virus which continues to spread.  Serious 

looks and work on racism.  Financial crises.  Missed 

birthday parties, family gatherings, meetings with 

friends.  Like Mame, it seems that of all the years and of 

all times, you and I “need a bit of Christmas right now.” 

 Fortunately, the way the church calendar is 

structured, Christmas is not limited to just one day, 

namely December 25.  Instead, Christmas is a season.  It 

follows Christmas Eve and goes through the celebration 

and rehearsal of the baptism of Jesus.  In the church, 

Christmas is roughly a 2-week period. 

 So, if Mame needed some stockings hung, 

candles in the windows, and a slice of fruitcake, you 

and I could use some more hope, and Joy to the 

World, and Handel’s Messiah.  I suspect that as we 

begin 2021, we all could use a” little bit of Christmas, 

right this very minute.”  Thankfully, we will have it.  

Thankfully, this is how we begin the new year.  

Thankfully, this is what we experience when we 

embrace more of the Christ! 

Thoughts from  

Pastor David 

A mini  
Newsletter 
 for these  

unusual times 



 

 

 Apart But Not Alone 
 

Our first official in-person all-church gathering was a suc-

cess! Cars pulled up around the middle “island” of Holmes-

wood’s parking lot, and we tuned our vehicles’ radios to 

join in live singing, prayer and a holy Advent message on 

the evening of December 16. Thank you to Larry Hall, Bill 

McMein and church staff for making this experiment a suc-

cess! We now have a radio transmitter to use for future 

events when we want to be socially distanced, yet safely 

together in the same space. Very exciting! 

 
2020 Angel Tree for Unaccompanied Youth 
 

Late November was a whirlwind. We (Holmeswood’s Mission 

Council and a few volunteers) had less than three weeks to 

receive the Master wish list, organize our BFGs, gather and 

inventory all of the gifts, and deliver them to Center High for 

disbursement. And we did it! Many, many thanks to YOU, our 

BFG leaders and members, for being a part of providing 

Christ’s tangible love to some of Center’s most vulnerable 

students. Most of the 32 kids and teens on our list are unac-

companied (students experiencing homelessness—either by 

couch-surfing with friends, sleeping in their car, or allowed to live with a relative but lacking      

nurture and support from a family environment). Some of the students on our list come 

from loving, supportive families who have been hit hard financially this year because of 

COVID.  

With such a difficult year for all of us, you stepped up and prioritized these amazing          

students; you showed them that they matter, and this lesson is invaluable for any student, 

particularly ones who have experienced trauma and abandonment in their past. THANK 

YOU for exceeding last year’s care (14 Angel Tree students) and for taking extra steps to 

organize, shop and wrap safely in the middle of this global pandemic. Awesome!  

Wow, we can do so much good when we work together with hearts full of love! Let us     

continue to find ways to serve our neighbors and our wonderful mission partners, like Cen-

ter Schools and Impact Center. And please include the 31 students, 1 infant of a student 

and their families in your daily prayers. Let us also remember the Center Social Workers,     

Educators and other Staff who are working tirelessly to provide support to all of the 

 students. You are truly “angels” to these folks...thank you! 

Delivering the gifts. L to R: Hannah O’Donnell 
(Center  High social worker), Lorie Skoog, 

Cheryl Powell and Amanda Sanders 

Sanders family wrapping 
Jeanine Williamson  

doing inventory 



 

 

 

 

Want to watch worship online? 
Need help? 

Contact Rev. Laurel Cluthe, Pastor of 
Families, at (281) 300-4635 or leave 
a message at church at (816) 942-
1729. She will walk you through how 
to view Sunday Worship on your 
computer, tablet or smartphone. If 
you do not have a device, we might 
be able to loan one to you. 

January Birthdays 
 
1/02 Kylene Campbell 
  
1/03 Brooklyn Burk 
  
1/04 Lora Lau 
  
1/07 Aimee Hicks 
  
1/08 Becky Herrera, Tatyana Horev 
  
1/10 Kathy Lockyer 
  
1/11 Marilyn Formella 
  
 1/14 Eliana Scott, Alex Wilcoxon 
  
1/15 Denny Fowler, Kaitlin Lyman, 
 Merle Smith 
  
1/17 Ernie Berube, Tim Freeman 
  
1/18 Kevin Daniel, Amy Jenkins,  
              Daniel Roland 
   
1/22 Daryn Decker 
   
1/23 Dan Stephens 
  
1/25 Billie Mills 
  
1/26 Linda Frank 
 
1/27 Allison Sanders 
  
1/28 Matt Stephens 
  
1/31 Ebony Johnson  

Holmeswood Church Library News 

HERE WE ARE IN A NEW YEAR… 2021…. AND WE HAVE 

THREE NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY FOR YOU TO READ.   

TO SCHEDULE A SAFE VISIT TO THE LIBRARY TO CHECK 

OUT A BOOK, CALL PAT TENNISON, (816)941-3755. 
 

NEW TITLES TO READ IN JANUARY 
 

BE the BRIDGE by Latasha Morrison.   
The author uses her personal experience 

and history to inform the reader about 

racism and racial justice issues. Her book 

presents a model for churches to use to 

pursue justice and racial unity based on 

the gospel.  Morrison is a Bridge-builder. 

The pastor of a church where she was on 

staff said that “this book can help us make progress    

towards  the multi-ethnic Kingdom of God”.   

She applies Biblical  principles such as compassion, 

confession and forgiveness and humility as the          

framework for building bridges. RECOMMENDED FOR 

CHRISTIANS WHO WANT THE CHURCH TO FOLLOW 

CHRIST’S CALL TO RACIAL UNITY. 

 

ALWAYS A GUEST:  SPEAKING OF 

FAITH FAR from HOME by Barbara 

Brown Taylor. 
This new book is a collection of thirty one 

stories and sermons (preached by the 

author all over the world) on faith, grace 

and hope. You may want to  read HOLY 

ENVY or WALKING IN THE DARK by          

Barbara Brown Taylor, also in the Library. 

 

JACK by Marilynne Robinson. 
A New York Times best seller, this new 

book is  set in Gilead, Iowa and is the 

fourth in this series about the town of      

Gilead and its characters. The other 

books in the series are: HOME, LILA AND 

GILEAD and are in the Library. The four 

books tell the stories of race, religion and 

family in a small Iowa town. Jack, of the 

title, is the son of Gilead’s Presbyterian 

minister. Robinson has won a Pulitzer Prize for her writing. 



 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 COVID-que 

9700 Holmes Road 
Kansas City, MO 64131-3215 

www.holmeswood.org 

A Prayer for Christmas and Beyond 

 
Yahweh - may this Christmas season and New Year be for us and 
for those around us a season of healing, may it be a season of 
hope and of love and even of joy, may it be a time of true sharing 
and of rejoicing in all the earth. 
 
We pray O God for those in need around us: for those who need a 
second birth, for those who need a tender touch and a healing 
word. We remember the millions in this world who are labeled 
homeless, refugee, poor, unworthy. You have hired us to care for 
these; it is not merely a job, it is our vocation. And may we extend 
extra grace to ourselves and to each other, remembering that each of us, all of us, are going 
through difficult journeys. 
 
In the colliding of Christmas and the year 2021, may we hold in one hand the grief and pain of this 
past year while also holding deep peace, hope, joy and love that comes from you, God. May our 
hearts and minds be keenly aware of the big and small expressions of love that you have planted 
everywhere. And may we fully share your growing love with others. Amen.  
             ~Laurel Cluthe 


