Communiqué
“Squirrel!” Actually, it sounds more like, “quirl!” That’s what I
hear every morning during breakfast, every evening during
dinner, and most days as we come home from school. You
Thoughts from
see, in the main eating area of our house there are two walls
Pastor David
that are filled with windows from the ceiling to the floor. And
these windows peer into our backyard. So, whenever my
family is eating a meal or are simply playing in that room,
Scout, my daughter, will waddle as fast as she can to a
window, scan the yard, and with great glee declare, “quirl!”
when she finds a squirrel scampering on the ground or climbing a tree. For some
unknown reason, she loves squirrels.
This is somewhat strange to me because I grew up with the understanding that
squirrels were a nuisance. They were a pest. They were scavengers. They would eat the
pecans in our pecan trees which inevitably meant that we could not make as many pecan
pies. And so, in my upbringing, squirrels were pejoratively known as “tree rats”.
Yet, now, to my daughter, they are the greatest of all animals ever created.
Their tails flicker. Their fur appears fluffy. At times they prance on all four feet while at
other times they stand at attention on their back two. Their front hands flicker in front of
their face when they are biting into a nut. And Scout loves everything about them as she
proclaims, “quirl!”
A nuisance. A tree rat. A friend. A creation. A squirrel.
As we enter into this month of November in which we slow down and
intentionally remind ourselves of the many gifts we have been offered from our Creator
God, I recall the words of Paul in 1 Timothy. “For everything created by God is good, and
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude.” What is in your life right now that
brings you joy? It might be something silly. Others might even find it a nuisance. But to
you, it makes you smile. It gives you life. It causes you to see a clearer picture of the love
of God. Whatever it is, or the many things that are, they are created by God, which
means that they are good.
This month, I hope that you slow down each day to notice and relish in the gifts
God has given to you. They are good gifts because they were created by God. Allow
them to refresh you. Allow them to excite you. Allow them renew you. And when you
encounter them, stop what you are doing and give thanks for them. Give thanks to God
for that good creation which is a gift to you. “For everything created by God is
good”….even tree rats because they bring joy to my daughter. I guess I’ll start by giving
thanks for squirrels.
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Echoing Ecology from
Psalm 24:1-2
“The earth is the LORD'S,
and all it contains, The
World, and those who dwell
in it. For He has founded it
upon the seas and
established it upon the
rivers.” In an effort to follow
the Psalmist’s call to praise
the God who created the rivers and all that is in them, we
as a church are looking at ways to be better stewards all
around. Specifically, we are finding cost-effective ways to
care for God’s Creation and impact of our trash and waste
on the environment. With help from our super staffers,
Gary Youngblood and Terry Brown, we are moving away
from using and ordering Styrofoam and other plastic
products. We are using durable (reusable) dishes and
silverware as much as possible, while using compostable
paper products for larger events. You’ll notice some new
blue recycling bins around the church, too; paper products
are collected here as well. Let us encourage each other to
minimize our trash and recycle when able. Thank you for
joining in taking care of God’s beautiful Earth, church and
people.
Clipping is Caring!
When donating to the Food Pantry or doing
your personal shopping, please consider
purchasing “Best Choice” products, found at
Price Chopper or Apple Market. These labels
help support our partnership with Hillcrest
Transitional Housing.
We have also started collecting Box
Tops for Education to support students
at Red Bridge Elementary. Start
clipping both Best Choice labels and
Box Tops and place them in the
baskets located in the Narthex and
Galleria.

Kristina and Josh are the most recent graduates of the Hillcrest apartment that AC 5.1 sponsors.
They loved the blankets from Prayers and Squares! Hillcrest Transitional Housing
offers homeless families, singles and youth a disciplined educational program within a caring,
supportive environment. Unlike many organizations whose focus is one-time or emergency care,
Hillcrest’s primary objective is to move clients from homelessness to self-sufficiency by addressing
the total life situation of the homeless families they serve. (Our “Reverse Advent Calendars” are
supporting Hillcrest! Learn more about this mission project in this month’s insert.)
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Newsletter Distributed
7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)
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~ November 2018 ~

7

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

6
10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conf Rm2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir Rm)
6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

29

2

9

16

23

30

Fri

Office Closed

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm2)
Newsletter Distributed
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

Office Closed

15

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast (Conf Rm1)
10:45a-1:15p Anchors Luncheon (Fellowship
Hall)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

14

4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir Rm)
5:30p-6:15p Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-7:30p Business Meeting (Fellowship
Hall)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

22 Thanksgiving Day –

13

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conf Rm2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6p-7p Mission Council Meeting (Conference
Rm 1)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

21 Office Open 9am-12pm

20

Newsletter Deadline
No Wednesday Evening Activities

28

Deacon on Call: John Ussery

27

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conf Rm2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

26

Deacon on Call: John Brown
12:30p-3:30p Prayers & Squares (S204)

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conf Rm2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir Rm)
6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

19

Deacon on Call: Ted Harrison
12:30p-3:30p Prayers & Squares (S204)

9a-10a Worship Service - Shane McNary
Deacon on Call: LaDonna Campbell
Preaching - All Saints Day (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Blood Pressure Check (Narthex)
10a-10:15a Meet & Greet
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
10:15a-11:15a Church-wide BFG with Shane
McNary
11:30a-1p Slovakia Team Meeting
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

11
9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Blood Pressure Check (Galleria)
10a-10:15a Meet & Greet
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Children's Ministry Team
Meeting (Conf Rm1)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship
4p-9p ICC Meal (Gym)

18
9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Meet & Greet
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Deacons Meeting (Parlor)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

25

9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Meet & Greet
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Advent Eat-vent (Gym)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

3

Sat

Minister on Call: David McDaniel

10

Minister on Call: Allen York
6p-10p ICC Meal Prep (Gym - Kitchen)

17

Minister on Call: Anna Holladay

24

Minister on Call: David McDaniel

Notes:

November Birthdays
11/01
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/05
11/06
11/10
11/11
11/13
11/14
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/19

Don Coleman, Otis Miller
Sarah Roark
Sandra Franco, Ted Harrison,
Colin Payne, Lorie Skoog, Gary
Youngblood
Lisa Stephenson
Tim Burk, Jan McMein
David Cantrell
Patty Freeman
Emily Seidelman
Tanya Salyer
Jim Frey, Dona Stephenson
Margaret Wilcoxon
Margaret Younger
Linda Morris
Kathy Corrigan

11/23

Judy Anderson, Leslie Reed

11/24

Peggy Hunter, Brian Smedley

11/25

Mandy Johnson, Alinane Malere, Twila
Samborski
Dudley Barker, Marion During, Hannah
Hendrix, Billie King, Teri Smedley
Dick Purnell
Caden Johnson, Ethan Payne
Jim Campbell, Shirley Close, Tim Hager,
Jayd Williams, Michael York

11/27
11/28
11/29
11/30

Welcome Our New Member!
Holmeswood Baptist Church welcomed Gloria Carson on August
26, 2018. Gloria was born in Mississippi. She lived in Kansas City
but went to St. Louis to attend the School for the Blind. She also
went to High School in St. Louis. Gloria worked for a Massage
Therapist for a while. She currently manages the vending
machines at the Federal Building. Gloria enjoys traveling, shopping
and attending church.

We extend Christian sympathy to:
-Patty Freeman and family upon the death of her father, Marvin Luther Brown, on October 17.
Services were held at Holmeswood on October 25.
-The family of Pauline Karnowski upon her death on October 27. Services were held on
November 1 at Mt. Moriah.

September 23
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
154
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
134
Pledge Received
$14,128
September 30
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
158
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
112
Pledge Received
$12,589
October 7
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
165
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
135
Pledge Received
$8,685
October 14
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
158
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
124
Pledge Received
$9,439

You are invited to join us in this first-ever Advent mission project here at Holmeswood.
The following is an overview of Reverse Advent Calendars:
What: Reverse Advent Calendars are a creative way of experiencing the “waiting and
anticipation” of Advent. Instead of receiving a calendar with a chocolate or small prize
each day of Advent like some do, adults and children will be giving an item each day,
which helps families transitioning out of homelessness! A guide will include a daily
devotional and instructions on the objects to fill your box with. A box can be completely
filled for as little as $20, so this is a mission project ideal for a single person, small
household, or even a large family.
Who: All Holmeswoodians are encouraged to participate! Beginning November 25 (at
Advent Eat-vent) or thereafter, pick up a box with 12-24 slots (wine boxes work well). If you’d like, decorate the box in holiday paper or other festive
décor. Following the guides (available in the church Galleria November 15th), follow the daily Advent devotional and gift one item to the box (see guide
for details) for all 24 days leading up to Christmas Eve.
Why: To learn and serve during the Advent season, showing Christ’s love to others. All 24 of your gifts will be sorted and given to Hillcrest Transitional
Housing, a local organization that helps families move from homelessness to self-sufficiency. www.hillcresttransitionalhousing.org
When: Beginning Christmas Eve, set your box at the altar table in the Sanctuary as a gift to God and to our local Hillcrest community. Additionally, a
“drop spot” will be taped off in the church Galleria, for your
convenience.
Have questions? Please call, email or chat in person with Laurel
Cluthe or Anna Holladay. Let us celebrate the anticipation of Christ’s
birth with a renewed sense of excitement and joy together through this
fun project.

Check out the examples
on display in the Galleria!

In late September, Anna and I took a quick 48-hour trip to Waco,
Texas for the 2nd ever “Nevertheless, She Preached” conference. It was a
gathering of 200 women clergy and supportive men from around the
country, all with the purpose of praising God through highlighting the
immense preaching talent of female pastors, preachers, scholars, artists
and visionaries. Indeed, it was a historic, extremely rare event. I don’t
consider myself a loud, angry feminist that marches and wreaks havoc on
opposing systems and people groups. However, I couldn’t even sing one
word of the first song during Worship at this event, when I began to fully
realize that I was surrounded by people who shared this similar sacred
piece of my life journey.
I was reminded of all of the women who came before me,
including our first documented female pastor in Scripture, Mary
Magdalene, whom I was partially named for. I reflected on the billboard, when I was ten years old, that was placed at my childhood church facing a
major city freeway, reading “Women lead here.” The seminary I attended was founded on principles that all called humans should be given the
opportunity to teach and preach, and it was started in response to strong opposition to women in church leadership. I thought of the faces of beloved
family members and friends who turned away from me when I was ordained into Christian ministry, along with the painful moments that pop up merely
based on my gender and vocation combination. Moreover, I smiled at the very frequent (and sometimes awkward) moments when strangers and new
acquaintances find out this 5’3”, donut-loving young woman is a pastor. It’s a full, funny life, isn’t it?
It takes deep faith (which I’m working on) to trust God while also trying to understand each other, especially when we have differing views.
That’s an ongoing challenge for many of us. This gathering in rainy Waco was filled with hope, diverse perspectives, sharing in hurt and healing, and
with holy moments to come together as The Church. Thank you, Holmeswood, for allowing me the opportunity to be around other sisters who wake up
each morning, don our robes of calling from God to lead in various settings, and humbly step into these awe-filled roles all over the USA. It is a call I
do not take lightly, and it is a true honor to share life with each of you. To God be All the Glory.
-Laurel Magdalene

A note of thanks from Lorie Skoog:
I can’t find the words to adequately thank all of you volunteers and staff that contributed to make the Fall Festival such a success. There were
approximately 100 of you who worked at the Festival, not counting all of you who prayed, baked or purchased cakes and cookies for it. I am so
overwhelmed by your generosity of time, talent, and resources. Most of all, you made everyone there feel so welcome as we represented the presence
of Christ in our community.
Following is a list of those who offered extra service in some form with a willing heart:
Mark Garrett
Price Chopper
Victor Smedley
Anna Holladay
Terry Brown
Steve Lau
Cheryl Powell
Gary & Karen Miner
Gary Youngblood
Wayne Lockyer
Wayne Sabatka
Laurel Cluthe

Donated hamburgers and hot dogs from Farmland Industries
Donated hot dog and hamburger buns
Grill and tents
Layout of the Festival; church information cards, procured inflatable games and popcorn and nacho machine, beautiful
posters and flyers, AND invested many hours of work and support
Maps
Golf Game
Carnival Games: Horse shoe, bottle toss, balloon dart game, and lots of help
Carnival Games: Pumpkin bag toss, Lucky duck pond, and Granny’s Attic
Cook
Cook
Balloons
Lots of support and advice
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MEDIA LIBRARY NEWS

•
•
•
•

FAITH AND POLITICS
Religion In The Oval Office by Gary Scott Smith
Faith and Politics: What’s A Christian To Do? by C. Walter Gaddy
Our Endangered Values: America’s Moral Crises by Jimmy Carter
Religious Liberty And Church-State Separation by J. Brent Walker

•
•
•

PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer by Nijay Gupta
The Daniel Prayer by Anne Graham Lotz
Before Amen: The Power Of A Simple Prayer by Max Lucado

•
•
•

NEW
(Reviewed in October Communique)
A Bigger Table by John Pavlovitz
A Gospel Of Hope by Walter Brueggeman
Evolution of the Word by Marcus Borg

•
•
•

FICTION
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand
The Help by Kathryn Stockett
Invention of Wings by Sue Kidd Monk

