As a fellowship of Christ’s
followers, our mission is to
journey through life with the
inclusive Christ and embrace all
with God’s transforming love.

Communiqué
As we begin a new calendar year, I have been reflecting on new
ways to be the church that God has called us to be at 97th and
Holmes in the 21st-century. From the work of the Strategic
Thoughts from
Planning Committee to a world that is yearning for a more
Pastor David
intentional intersection of theology and practicality, one of the
areas that has really grabbed my thinking and praying for the past
year has been how do we teach, learn, and reflect on the stories of
faith in a world that is more clearly articulating its skepticism on
issues of faith? How does our heritage of faith influence our perspective and action within
our world and, conversely, how does our interaction in our word broaden and deepen our
theology? How are we teaching and deepening the biblical narrative so that we can more
actively participate in the Kingdom of God that is around us?
Some of the ways that we have tried to answer these types of questions in the past
year have included gatherings like KC Raw or inviting Steve Guinn to facilitate
conversations around technology in the Kingdom of God. Last Advent Dr. Terry York led
sessions on ideas of “hope, peace, love, and joy”. On Wednesday nights during Adult
Connection, we have reflected on issues of racism when we read and discussed the book
Trouble the Water.
Starting in February, we are going to try
another way to speak to this issue. A
new Bible Fellowship Group (BFG)
option will be offered. The group will be
lead by that day’s preacher and will
reflect on that morning’s sermon. This
will be a time in which participants will
have intentional space to reflect on what
they heard that day. Together, the class can ask questions, or the preacher can provide
more background or research he or she did that did not make it into the sermon. The
class can also ponder how the teaching from that day practically plays out in everyday
living. Or, the group can reflect how that day’s text fits into other biblical texts. (As a
disclaimer, the purpose of this group is to more deeply reflect on the sermon passage that
day and not to critique the sermon or preacher.)
Personally, I spend around 15 hours each week researching, writing, editing, and
memorizing a sermon. It is a lot of work for a final product that only lasts 15-20 minutes. I
also recognize the way that sermons are set up, they are mostly monologues. To me,
theology and biblical study is best done in a community and I would like to increase the
engagement of sermons more into a dialogue. This is one way for each of us to have the
opportunity to hear and learn from each other.
This gathering is also a natural place for guests who do not have a connection to
another BFG. Sometimes it is difficult to know which BFG is most appropriate for guests.
By having this space with the preacher, guests also will have more intimate facetime with
a staff member, thus increasing immediate relationships.
Finally, this new option will be open to anybody and everybody. Ideally, church
members would still be connected to their established BFG, but if a sermon peaked their
interest that week, they could attend this sermon reflection group and then go back to
their normal BFG the following week. This new class will not have the social aspect or
depth of relationship between participants that is found in established BFGs.
During the month of January, there will be more information dispersed about
this new gathering, but I wanted to give each of you a preview of what is coming. I am
excited about this new opportunity. In addition, I am grateful for each of you who are
open and willing to try new ways to be the church of the 21st-century. Have I told you
lately that I love bringing about the Kingdom of God with you at 97th and Holmes? If I
haven’t, I do!
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Center School Supply Closet
In our Activities Building there is a room full of school
supplies generously donated by you! The Center School
Social Workers frequently come by church and take items
that their students need. A new semester is beginning and
we are getting low on supplies. Our current needs are:
• Markers
• Colored pencils
• Black dry erase markers
• Erasers
• Prang brand watercolors
• Binder dividers
• Ear Buds
Thank you for caring for our Center students.
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
Did you know? ...that in 1994 Congress designated the
Martin Luther King, Jr. federal holiday as a national day of
service? Since then, the call for all Americans has been to
have a “day on, not a day off” to honor Dr. King and the
beloved community for which he strove. On January 15th
there will be service opportunities for all ages, both at
church and off-campus. You are encouraged to engage
and reflect on Dr. King’s legacy. More information coming
soon!

Food Pantry
Thank you, Holmeswood, for helping the Center
community by donating items to our food pantry. From
December 1 to December 22, 21 bags of food were
distributed to 7 people. Thank you for continuing to help
keep our Food Pantry well stocked.
Best Choice Labels
When donating to the Food Pantry or doing your personal
shopping, please consider purchasing “Best Choice”
products, found at Price Chopper or Apple
Market. Place them in our “Best Choice”
baskets located in the Narthex and
Galleria. These labels help support our
partnership with Hillcrest Ministries.
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Missions Moment
During the Advent and Christmas seasons, you are invited to give to the Offering for
Global Missions. Giving to this offering ensures the long-term presence of CBF field
personnel around the world. This year’s theme is “Cultivating Beloved Community”.
Through this offering, field personnel who are called to serve around the globe are
cultivate beloved community alongside local leadership. When you give, you help care
for refugees around the world, welcome refugees to the U.S., and care for people who
need help. Through your giving you welcome people, share the gospel, and create
Beloved Community.
“We’re excited about the development of a partnership
between Jekh Drom and a local physician who is very
interested in working together based on the work that your
team did when you came in September. This is an incredible
opportunity for us and it will be something that will impact the
entire community.”- Shane McNary

Our church’s goal for the offering this year is $5,000. You may contribute anytime until Jan. 14th. Please prayerfully consider how you can
contribute to the Offering for Global Missions.
In worship on December 17th, we heard via video from Shane and Dianne McNary, CBF field personnel in Slovakia and the Czech Republic. They
gave us a quick update about the local non-proft Jekh Drom in Vazec, Slovakia where the team from Holmeswood served in September of this
year. Your gifts to the Offering for Global Missions allow the McNarys to minister among the Roma people and do work for human rights around the
world. But it doesn’t stop there. Your gifts sustain the long-term presence of each and every field personnel around the globe (in over 30 countries!)
who are working tirelessly to bring God’s kingdom of love, equality, and justice here on earth.

Christmas Store

Our first annual Christmas Store for Center families was a great success. Thank you for your generosity of donations, whether that was gifts,
money, or your time. We served 20 children this year through the Christmas Store and 9 unaccompanied youth through the Angel Tree. The
parents appreciated the opportunity to choose gifts for their children and pay at a discounted rate. We can look forward to serving even more
families next year!

Celebrating Advent and Christmas

Operation Christmas Child
This year we collectively packed 67 boxes for Operation
Christmas Child, a program of Samaritan’s Purse. Members of
Holmeswood packed 52 boxes and the staff of Center packed 15
boxes. Thank you for your outpouring of love for children around
the world and your commitment to the belief that God’s love has
no borders.
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Sun

9a-10a Worship Service - Communion
(Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Blood Pressure Check
(Narthex)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Christmas Store Debriefing
Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
11:30a-12:30p Finance/Endowment AdHoc
Mtg (Conference Room 2)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship
4p-9p ICC Meal (Gym)

14
9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Blood Pressure Check
(Galleria)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

21
9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Deacons Meeting (Parlor)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

28

9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Leadership Team Meeting
(Fellowship Hall)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

Mon

1 New Year's Day – Office Closed 2
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Minister on Call: David McDaniel

Deacon on Call: Stephanie Scott
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Minister on Call: Allen York
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20

Minister on Call: David McDaniel

13

6p-10p ICC Meal Prep (Gym Kitchen)

6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conference
Room 2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference Room
2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conference
Room 2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

9a-12p Prayers & Squares (S204)
5:30p-6:30p The Seekers BFG (AC-7) to
Forest Ave Baptist Church (Off Site)

Office Closed – Staff Service Day

15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Deacon on Call: Melissa Hartwell
5:30p-6:30p Lydia BFG (AL-1) to Forest
Ave Baptist Church (Off Site)

23

12

5:30p-7:30p Children's Faith & Fun
(Fellowship Hall)
6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
(Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conference 5:30p-8:00p Kids’ Night Out – Gym (Ages 3 Minister on Call: Anna Holladay
Room 2)
-12)
Newsletter Deadline
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 1)
10:45a-1:15p Anchors Luncheon
(Fellowship Hall)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

22
Deacon on Call: Juanita Springate
9a-12p Prayers & Squares (S204)

11

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference Room
2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
(Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast (Conference
Room 2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

30

10

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference Room
2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)
6:30p-8p Pub Theology (The Well Bar Grill and Rooftop\, 7421 Broadway St\,
Kansas City\)

6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
(Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

Notes:
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Deacon on Call: Barbara Cates

9

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference Room
2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

31

8
Deacon on Call: Kylene Campbell

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference Room
2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

Newsletter Distributed
4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir
Room)
6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal (Handbell
Room)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
(Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

Faith Community Health Team
As we begin the new year and think about our health, this prayer speaks of showing neighborly
love.

1/02

Kylene Campbell

A Prayer for Wholeness with Neighbor

1/03

Brooklyn Burk

1/04

Lora Lau

1/07

Aimee Hicks

1/08

Becky Herrera, Tatyana Horev

1/10

Kathy Lockyer

1/11

Marilyn Formella

1/14

Alex Wilcoxon

1/15

Denny Fowler, Kaitlin Lyman,
Merle Smith

1/17

Ernie Berube, Tim Freeman

1/18

Kevin Daniel, Amy Jenkins, Kelsey Lockyer

1/21

Mitchell Smedley

1/22

Daryn Decker, Joanne Sappington

1/23

Dan Stephens

1/25

Billie Mills

1/26

Ben Durbin, Linda Frank

1/28

Matt Stephens

1/29

Danielle Smedley

O God, open my eyes so that I see
the people you put in my path with
your eyes of love. Slow me down
enough to know what it means be
the neighbor who stops to help, who
listens to the nudge of your Spirit,
who offers my hand in generosity of
health.
Amen.
-Kathy Lockyer

High School Youth & Young Adult Mission Trip

When: June 30th-July 7th, 2018
Who: For High School Youth (minimum age- entering 9th grade) and Young Adults (college and
young professionals)
Where: New York City—Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries. Our home base will be Metro Baptist
Church in Manhattan: 410 W 40th Street, New York, NY 10018

January Birthdays

1/30
What: A full week of leading a day camp (think VBS style) for inner city children living in lowincome neighborhoods in Manhattan and Brooklyn. For the past 23 summers, mission teams from
across the country have come to New York City to help create quality, Christ-reflective, fun experiences for children in New York City. C.L.U.E. Camps (Children Living the Urban Experience) occur
in 2 separate locations - one in Midtown Manhattan/Hell’s Kitchen at Metro Baptist Church and the
other in Crown Heights, Brooklyn at Greater Restoration Baptist Church. Each campsite comes
with its own unique character, cultural diversity, and set of 40+ children in grades 1-6.

Kent Wilcoxon

Why: Broaden our understanding of God and God’s people; become aware of social justice issues
in an immersive urban environment; partner with staff & local leaders who are there year-round; to
learn, to serve, and to share God’s love.
Total cost: $700, but don’t worry, there will be fundraisers!
November 19
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
181
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
158
Pledge Received
$6,890

We extend Christian sympathy to:
Gary Card and family upon the death of his wife, Barbara, on December 8. Services were held November 26
December 12 at Holmeswood.
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
162
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
132
$7,945
Michelle Smedley and family upon the death of her mother, Allene Gieringer, on December 7. Pledge Received
Services were held December 14 at Church of the Resurrection, Wesley Chapel.
December 3
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
198
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
159
In appreciation:
Pledge Received
$16,885
To our church family,
What a blessing you are to us! We appreciate the words of comfort, cards, visits, and prayers in December 10
187
response to the passing of Tammie’s Mutti / Mark’s mother-in-law. Your love and support remind us 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
150
that the Kingdom of God is on earth. The Lord Bless You and Keep You.
Pledge Received
$14,535
-Tammie Kresse-Lowry and Mark Lowry

Communique
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
9700 Holmes Road
Kansas City, MO 64131-3215
www.holmeswood.org

MEDIA LIBRARY NEWS
In Memory:

In memory of Linda Metz, AC7 BFG has given to the library Bake Through the Bible by Susie BentleyTaylor. This book presents 20 fun cooking activities to explore Bible stories with young children. Each
Bible story has a cooking activity to reinforce the Bible teaching and questions to discuss while enjoying the
cooked food. One lesson is “God Makes Everything” focused on Genesis 1. Parent and child make
“creation cookies”. Linda worked with HBC children and often taught them a cooking lesson.

In memory of Larry Zahnd, AC7 BFG has given the Library Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God by Brian
Zahnd. Brian is the brother of Melissa Hartwell and Larry was his uncle. He is pastor of Word of Life Church in
St. Joseph. One reviewer said, “This book is beautifully written and a prophetic tribute to the love of God as
revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ.” Zahnd shows the reader that we need a vision of a nonviolent God, a
God of Love. He describes how a prayer in 2000 launched him on a journey away from an angry God to the
Father who is fully revealed in Christ.
THREE NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY
1. Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation by Parker Palmer. (Recommended by Anna). The author invites the
reader to listen to the inner teacher and follow its leadings toward a sense of meaning and purpose.
2. Grit and Grace: Heroic Women of the Bible by Caryn Rivadeneira. (Recommended by Laurel.) Seventeen
For Young Readers
women of the Bible are presented in this book for preteen girls. The stories show girls that they are created in
I’m Not a Scaredy Cat by Max
the image of God and can do great things in the world around them. The stories include reflection questions and
Lucado. A cute cat character
action ideas.
faces fears and learns that
3. At the Crossroads by Dr. Clayton Smith and Dave Wilson. This book is about living a healthy second half of life
God is near so there’s no need
with purpose. Dr. Smith is on the pastoral staff at Church of the Resurrection.
to fear. The book is a fun read
and will help parents talk with
children about what to do when
If you are a reader and would like to meet with others to share and talk about the book you are reading, contact Pat
they are afraid.

