As a fellowship of Christ’s
followers, our mission is to
journey through life with the
inclusive Christ and embrace all
with God’s transforming love.

Communiqué
Scout, my daughter, is learning how to crawl. I intentionally use
the word “learning” because right now it takes a good bit of her
Thoughts from
concentration to move forward. I watch her as she is on her belly
Pastor David
on the floor. She thinks for a moment and will then place both
hands above her head. Next, she must remind herself to pull with
her hands and push with her feet. And then, BAM, she moves an
inch forward. Now, before I had a child, an inch would not seem
very impressive to me. But as her dad, that inch represents a lot of
hard work and intentional concentration. It takes coordination and strength. I am so
proud of that inch that I start clapping fast and proclaim, “Great work, my strong girl!” She
smiles a smile of pure joy. And then we start the process all over, again. Concentrate.
Hands over head. Pull with hands. Push with feet. Move forward an inch. Celebrate!
Sometimes that’s how I feel when trying to participate with Christ in
resurrection. I feel like I am learning how to crawl. It takes intentional work and effort to
love people who annoy me. I still want to retaliate with physical force when I am
threatened. When someone demeans me, I quickly reply with a biting remark.
But then I remind myself of who I am. I am a new creation. I am a follower of
The Way. Jesus is teaching me how to live like Him. And so, I continue to grow into that
new identity. I intentionally practice patience. I place myself around different types of
people. I force myself to see injustices in my city. I ask for forgiveness when I snap at
someone and I extend forgiveness when someone does me wrong. Truthfully, I have to
work at all of this. And it is hard work!
I notice, though, that when I really work at it, one inch forward leads to another
inch, which leads to another inch, then another….Soon crawling leads to walking…which
leads to running. Maybe that’s part of what it is like being Easter people? It takes work
to grow into our new identity. We must work at it one inch at a time. What are you doing
to broaden your love? How are you practicing integrity? What practical steps are you
taking to participate in resurrection? Rest assured that even if your progress is only an
inch forward, the Christ is there celebrating your growth, as am I.

Summer is fast approaching. Registration for Holmeswood's Heartland VBS (an exciting
partnership between our Mission Council, Family Ministry, and Heartland Traveling
Camps) is now open!

June 18 - 22, 2018
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Current K - 6th Graders
$50 (scholarships available)
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Save The Dates
• April 8th, 11:30 am,
Parlor: Heartland VBS
volunteer interest
meeting
• Sunday, April 22, 9 am,
Sanctuary: Gospel
Mass by Robert Ray,
presented by the Sanctuary Choir with local jazz
soloists Millie Edwards and Lori Tucker
• Sunday, May 6th, 5 pm, Gym (dinner) and Sanctuary
(show): “Holmeswood’s Got Talent”! Join us for dinner
and a talent show. $5 suggested donation. All money
raised will support our mission trip to Slovakia in
2019. Silent auction in the Galleria until April 22.
Food Pantry
Thank you, Holmeswood, for helping
the Center community by donating
items to our food pantry. From
February 23 to April, 33 bags of food
were distributed to 11 people. Thank
you for continuing to help keep our
Food Pantry well stocked.
Best Choice Labels
When donating to the Food Pantry or doing your personal
shopping, please consider purchasing
“Best Choice” products, found at Price
Chopper or Apple Market. Place them in
our “Best Choice” baskets located in the
Narthex and Galleria. These labels help
support our partnership with Hillcrest Transitional Housing.
HBC at the K!
Friday, June 1st
7:15 pm
Royals host the Oakland A’s
$15

For more information about this camp and to register, go to www.holmeswoodfam.org/vbs Join your church family for a
night of baseball, fireworks,
$1 hot dogs and peanuts,
We need volunteers to make this camp a reality!
and even a celebrity softball
game before the Royals
On Sunday, April 8 at 11:30 in the Parlor there will be a volunteer interest meeting.
game!
Volunteer roles and time commitments will be explained. We hope to see you there.
Reserve your ticket with Laurel by May 6.
@Holmeswood

Holmeswood Baptist Church

@holmeswood_baptist

Mission Moment
In the next few months, the Mission Council will be featuring our four Center District “closets” and the dedicated people who keep them running!
These “closets” are physical rooms in our church which serve our neighbors in the Center community. Read on to find out more about our Food Pantry
and one of its leaders, Ella Burnett. The interviewer is Amanda Sanders, Mission Council member.

Amanda: Hi, Ms. Ella. Can you tell us about the food pantry?
Ella: I think it is the one ministry at our church that involves more church members than anyone else. We
have a group of nine people that come up to fill the bags from a list. They go down the list and make up sets
and store them on the shelves. We serve the people in the Center School District. They call on Thursday
and come on Friday to actually pick up the food. Everyone gets the same thing. After the food is bagged we
have another set of people that come in on Friday to actually distribute the food.
Each BFG is assigned an item to bring; so, they do their part. And they’ve done a really good job. Our
shelves are pretty full. There are a few people, I think, that donate money. And then when we run short of
something we will go shopping and buy whatever we need. If we run low on something I put reminders in
their BFG envelope Sunday morning and then they come through.
The other thing that the pantry does is snack packs for the high school’s unattended students, ones not
living with their families anymore. So, we do snack packs for them, deliver them to the school on Friday and
then they’re given out from the school. This year we are doing eight at the high school and three at the
alternative school that we deliver weekly.
Amanda: How did you become involved with the food pantry?
Ella: I think I just stuck around long enough. I started in a very small way and then as people left, first thing I know I was stocking the shelves. Harold
comes along and helps and he checks the dates on everything. And then, he cuts the Best Choice labels off. As time went on they needed a name to
go with the pantry and I agreed to let them have my name. But it’s really a team effort.
Amanda: Sounds like it. Do you have a favorite part?
Ella: I usually bring my BFG class, my kids, over a couple times during the year and they get to help stock the shelves. I like to show them that we do
help other people. That’s a fun part. And I like delivering the bags to the school, because I actually get to interact with the people at the school
somewhat and I get to see the kids.
Amanda: So, what can the church do to help? We are giving food, but what would be helpful for the food pantry ministry?
Ella: If it’s not broke, don’t fix it! It’s working really well. Everyone is doing a really good job. And I understand that just this morning a social worker
form the high school came over and got food for a family of 10! So, they do come to our pantry and pick up food from time to time. This year we
actually also included food in the Christmas Store. When the people came to the store, we took some food down to them so they could pick and they
were very appreciative and they did not seem to know about our pantry. It seems like our numbers have kind of dropped. So, if anyone has any
suggestions, see myself or Anna. We just need to get the word out about it.

Meet Our New Members

Holmeswood Baptist Church welcomed Laneisha Williams and
Jason Jamison on February 11, 2018.
Laneisha was born and raised in Kansas City, MO. She went to
Ruskin High School. Laneisha has Medical Assistant Degree and a
Phlebotomy Tech Degree. She enjoys singing, art, fashion, hair,
music, and likes to bake.
Jason was born and raised in Kansas City, MO. He went to Hogan
High School and works at a warehouse. Jason enjoys cars and
games.

Laneisha Williams & Jason Jamison

Holmeswood Baptist Church welcomed Helen Hill on February
18, 2018.
Helen was born and raised in a small town, LaFollette, TN and
lived there until she moved to Kansas in 2016. After graduating
high school she started waitressing at a hamburger place her
parent’s owned. She worked there a little while then worked for
Cracker Barrel in Lake City, TN where she retired after 40
years. Helen loves to go out and walk at least 4 or 5 days a
week for about an hour.

Helen Hill

1 Easter

Sun
7a-7:30a Sunrise Service (Mount
Moriah Cemetery\, 10507 Holmes Rd\,
Kansas City\, MO 64131\,)
9a-10a Worship Service-Communion
(Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Blood Pressure Check
(Narthex)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Easter Egg Hunt during
BFG (Children's Classrooms)
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

8
9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)

Mon

2 Office Closed
Deacon on Call: Melissa Hartwell

9
Deacon on Call: Dawn Payne

16

10a-10:15a Blood Pressure Check
9a-12p Prayers & Squares (S204)
(Galleria)
5:30p-6:30p The Seekers BFG (AC-7) to
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
Forest Ave Baptist Church (Off Site)
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Heartland VBS Volunteer Interest Meeting (Parlor)
11:30a-12:30p Personnel Committee
Meeting (Conf Rm 2)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

15

~ April 2018 ~
Wed
7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 1)

Thu

Tue

6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

5

4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir
Room)
5:30p-7:30p Children's Faith & Fun
(Fellowship Hall)

4

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference
Room 2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's
Office)

3

6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym)

6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

11

26

19

12

6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal
(Handbell Room)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
(Parlor)

10

18

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference
Newsletter Deadline
7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast
Room 2)
(Conference Room 2)
6:10p-7:20p
Handbell
Rehearsal
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's (Handbell Room)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
Office)
(Conference Room 1)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
6p-7p Mission Council Meeting
(Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)
(Conference Rm 1)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym) 7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

17

25

10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference
4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir
Room 2)
Room)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's 6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal
Office)
(Handbell Room)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym) 6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
(Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
7:30p-8:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Choir Room)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

24

Deacon on Call: Shirley Hall
9a-12p Prayers & Squares (S204)

Notes:

23

30

7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 2)
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
(Conference Room 1)
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)

9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Deacon on Call: Sarah Zey
10a-11a Staff Meeting (Conference
4p-5p HBC Community Chorus (Choir
7a-8a Men's Prayer Breakfast
Room)
(Conference Room 2)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
5:30p-6:30p Lydia BFG (AL-1) to Forest Room 2)
11a-12p Pastoral Staff Meeting (David's 6:10p-7:20p Handbell Rehearsal
7a-8a Women's Prayer Breakfast
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups Ave Baptist Church (Off Site)
Office)
(Handbell Room)
(Conference Room 1)
(Classrooms)
6:30p-8p Pub Theology (The Well)
6:30p-7:30p "Connections" for Adults
10:45a-1:15p Anchors Luncheon
11:30a-12:30p Deacons Meeting
(Fellowship Hall)
(Parlor)
6:30p-9p Pray & Play Basketball (Gym) (Parlor)
6:30p-8:30p ICC Bible Study
6:30p-8:30p Pickleball (Gym)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship
7:30p-9:00p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
(Sanctuary)
8:30p-10p Play & Pray Basketball (Gym)

22
9a-10a Worship Service-Spring Choir
Performance (Sanctuary)
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

29

9a-10a Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Deacon on Call: Tim Freeman
10a-10:15a Coffee & Community
10:15a-11:15a Bible Fellowship Groups
(Classrooms)
11:30a-12:30p Leadership Team
Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
12p-3:30p ICC Bible Study & Worship

6

13

20

27

Fri

Newsletter Distributed

7

Sat

Minister on Call: Allen York

14

Minister on Call: Anna Holladay
9a-4p HBC All Church Retreat

21

Minister on Call: Allen York

28

Minister on Call: Laurel Cluthe

Faith Community Health Team

April Birthdays

“Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you. “ -Mark 5:19

4/02

Scott Younger, Sarah Zey

4/03

Bobbi Goff

4/04

Leigh Ann Friggeri

This is sometimes true in the busyness of life. Take a moment each day to reflect on those in your
life.

4/05

Teresa Miller

4/06

Shelmedria Johnson

-From Walking With Jesus devotional

4/12

Harry Duvall, Nancy Duvall

4/14

Clara Youngblood

4/15

Tyler Hicks

4/16

Rolan Duffield, Lauren Franco

4/17

Sharon Blancett

4/18

Carol Swezy

4/20

Freda Durbin

4/21

Alex Brown, Gabrielle Butler,

“Go home to your friends.” Jesus said. Who do you look forward to seeing at the end of the day?
Connecting with family and friends is vital to overall health. Too often, we give the people who
matter the most the least of ourselves. Speak aloud the names of the people closest to you and
with each name think of a way to give to the person the best of yourself, rather than the leftovers.

Kathy Lockyer- FCHT

Allison Hager
4/22

Kevin Wilcoxon

4/25

Anna Holladay

4/26

Charline Whitsitt

4/28

Eric Lau

Gospel Mass
A work by Robert Ray
Presented by the Sanctuary Choir
Accompanied by Dr. Janet Fetterman on piano, Mark
Lowry on drums, and James Albright on bass
With soloists Millie Edwards and Lori Tucker
Sunday, April 22, 9 am

Sunday, May 6, 5:00-7:30 pm
Dinner and a show!
$5 Suggested Donation
Fundraiser for 2019 Slovakia mission trip
Bid on acts in the Galleria until April 22

We joyfully welcome:
Claire Elizabeth Daniel, born to Travis and Elizabeth (Hall) Daniel on March 15. She weighed 8
lbs., 1 oz. The proud grandparents are Larry and Shirley Hall.
In appreciation:
A big thank you to my Holmeswood friends. I’d like to give you all a great big hug, but Bonnie B.
won’t let me. That’s her job and she won’t share. Thank you for the prayers, the visits, the cards
and notes, the phone calls, the food and especially the coffee that was brought to me while I was
existing at 8033 Holmes Rd. God bless each of you.
-Phyllis Saulsbury

February 25
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
159
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
141
Pledge Received
$17,455
March 4
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
164
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
127
Pledge Received
$8,972
March 11
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
151
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
132
Pledge Received
$5,766
March 18
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
151
Bible Friends/Bible Fellowship
126
Pledge Received
$12,875

Communique
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
9700 Holmes Road
Kansas City, MO 64131-3215
www.holmeswood.org

MEDIA LIBRARY NEWS

Great Reads for April
The Remarkable Ordinary by Frederick Buechner. In this collection of essays Buechner shows how to stop, look, and listen to
your life. He says, “if you listen to your life and what God is doing in it, you will uncover the plot of your life’s story and the
sacred opportunity to connect with the divine in each moment. The ordinary points you to the extraordinary God who created
you.”

Still Christian: Following Jesus Out Of American Evangelicalism by David Gushee. This book is an
account of what the author has experienced during his journey to follow Jesus since 1978 “amid the
maelstrom of Christian right wing politics, and a fair amount of Catholic, liberal, mainline, radical, and
secular positions.” Gushee says, “we are experiencing a moment in American life in which our cultural
divides have hardened into mutual incomprehension and demonization.” This is Gushee’s personal
story. It’s a story that we should read and listen to the message. This book will inspire and inform
and challenge you. David Gushee is Professor of Christian Ethics and Director of the Center for
Theology and Public Life at Mercer University.

Sacred Parenting by Gary Thomas. This is not a how-to-parent book. The author suggests that parenting is a school for
spiritual formation. He demonstrates how God uses children to change their parents. The author uses stories to tell how
parents have handled the challenges of being parents. Thomas is a member of the teaching team at Second Baptist Church in
Houston.
Please check your bookshelves. If you have an overdue book from the church library, please return it.

