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My name is Charles. Today I can say 
I’m blessed and highly favored by 
a loving God — a God who keeps 

showing up in different ways. But it hasn’t 
always been that way. I once had a lifestyle of 
alcohol and drug dealing that was destroying 
me. I would have as much 
as a quarter of a million 
dollars at my disposal. 
But I spent it on stupid, 
frivolous things. Today, it’s 
all gone. But here’s what 
I’m learning: I don’t need to 
have money to be happy. 
         I remember the moment 
God turned my life around, 
when I met a Pentecostal minister. He asked 
me if I was saved. I said I thought so. Well, I 
was with this man of God for eight weeks. He 
was the kind of friend who’d come and drag 
me out of the bars. Then he’d sit me down and 
we would talk. I learned about the Bible from 
my friend...and I flipped out when he died. For 
five years, I strayed from my Lord and God.

Happiness is not a pocketful of money
       But in my heart I knew I needed 
to change. The money never 
gave me real satisfaction. 
Eventually, it took time 
in prison to get my 

attention. It takes a while for some of us to 
see the light. I’m just glad the light of God’s 
Son finally began shining in my life.
        I owe my new life to a loving God, the 
faithful servants here at Inner City Mission 
and to you who donate your time and money. 

Here I’m also learning to 
give back to others even as 
I’m being blessed. If I can 
help someone else come to 
faith in Christ then I feel I’m 
doing what God wants me to 
do. God bless you for your 
kindness and your love.

Your friend, 

Charles



As the number of homeless people throughout 
the United States rises to an all-time high, 
thousands find themselves living in the 

woods, on our streets, in doorways, in parks and in 
abandoned cars because they have nowhere else to  
go. And their numbers are only growing. Some are 
familiar with America — the prosperous. Many are 
familiar with America — the traditional. But with 
millions of Americans now homeless, there are also 
those who only know America — the broke. 
 There are many reasons for homelessness. For many, a series of 
poor life choices has kept them from building a solid foundation to 
carry them throughout life. For others, homelessness may be a result 
of sickness, loss of employment or situations beyond their control.

As we begin a New Year, I want to give you a special 

word of thanks for your faithful support of God’s 

work at Inner City Mission. As I reflect on how 

the Lord has moved and continues to move in the lives of 

the homeless, I see smiles on faces that once only showed 

despair. I see lives transformed by the power of a living 

God. But I also see your face — a face of love, compassion 

and concern. 
 It’s also exciting to see other communities throughout Illinois calling us for 

advice and direction on how to deal effectively with homelessness in their cities 

and neighborhoods. God has given Inner City Mission a deep understanding of 

the root causes of homelessness and it’s our privilege to share those insights with 

others. Again, because of your prayerful involvement, we’re able to extend the 

scope of our influence to others. Thank you.

Let’s agree not to participate in an economic downturn

 Isn’t it refreshing to know we are not compelled to participate in an economic 

downturn? We can choose to continue our compassionate giving during difficult 

times knowing the Lord is in control. This is because we live in a spiritual reality 

— God’s reality — that’s providing our needs for today and for eternity. You are 

an integral part of that reality. As we begin a New Year of ministry, we need your 

participation more than ever.

 It’s the birthright of the fellowship of believers to help heal relationships 

and thus fulfill the ministry of Christ. The more we exercise our mandate to be 

a blessing to others the greater peace we’ll know in our own hearts. Right now, 

at least five percent of our donors are former residents. These men, women and 

children are so grateful for God’s blessings they cannot help but return the favor.

 Recently I was in a meeting with a new director of a homeless organization  

in our community.  He reminded me he had been a resident at Inner City Mission 

12 years earlier. I asked him if I was nice to him. There was a long pause and then 

he said, “Scott, you gave me what I needed.” I took that as a compliment. 

 The New Year holds great promise for us. Thank you in advance for standing 

alongside us as God gives us the insights to provide real answers to real problems 

for those who live the homeless lifestyle. God bless you…and Happy New Year. 

See you next time, good Lord willing.

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne, a Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s heart

Getting out of homelessness is an inside job
But whatever the reasons for living a homeless 

lifestyle, Inner City Mission is here to share God’s 
hope with those men, women and children who 
choose to get their lives back on track. We 
understand homelessness and its many causes. 
Getting out of the syndrome of homelessness is an 
inside job, and changing people from the inside out 
is what God does best.

You have been a faithful friend throughout the 
past year. We anticipate even greater numbers of people coming to 
our door in 2011. That’s why we urge you to keep your compassion 
alive. To make your donation, please use the remit slip. You may 
also call Inner City Mission at 217-525-3940. Thank you.

Christian leaders share their 
thoughts on a life of faith …

You were so generous throughout 2010…and now the Mission 
relies on you once again to touch needy lives in the New Year
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Faith is not a way around pain; it is the way 
through pain. Faith doesn’t get rid of the 
opposition, it invites it over for dinner … faith  
gives your fingers the strength to hang on just  
a little longer … 
   Mike Yaconelli

Although the threads of my life have often 
seemed knotted, I know, by faith, that on the 
other side of the embroidery there is a crown.  
   Corrie Ten Boom

Relying on God is to begin all over again every 
day as if nothing yet had been done.  
   C. S. Lewis

You will never learn faith in comfortable 
surroundings.  
   A.B. Simpson

Forgive us our lack of faith, lest ulcers become  
our badge of unbelief.  
   Peter Marshall

At Inner City Mission we live by faith.  
We believe only when we reach our limits that 
God has the most room to work. It’s our prayer 
that your faith offers you peace in conflict, 
comfort in sorrow, strength in weakness and light 
in darkness. God bless you for giving the Mission 
the opportunity to share this same life of faith 
with so many who’ve lost their way.
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“…unless our residents place the power of a living, loving God at the center of their hearts, nothing will change.”


