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My name is LaQuita. I’m here at Inner 
City Mission because I want to do 
the right thing. I’m 19 years old and 

I’ve lived a “lot of life” already. As a child, I 
had to worry about too many things that a 
child should not have to worry about. At an 
early age, I was cooking for myself, taking 
care of the house, going to school and buying 
my own school supplies. I 
started working at 15. Now, 
I’m not complaining, but 
that’s the short version of 
my life up to this point.
 So why am I at the 
Mission again? Because I 
want God to keep me on 
the right path — one that 
is positive and productive. 
I plan to go to school, get a better job and 
be an even better mother to my children. 
But my primary relationship is with my 
Heavenly Father. I can’t even put into words 
what God means to me. He’s making me 
strong. I pray to Him daily. We are good 
friends. It’s so much easier to talk to God 
now than ever before. Sometimes I just close 
my eyes and pray, “God, help, it’s so crazy 
for me. I need a little help here.” And guess 
what? He’s always there to hear my prayer.

God is helping me see the bigger picture
 I no longer stress about life. God is helping 
me see the bigger picture. I used to think I 

had to do everything by myself. I’m so glad 
I’m learning to turn everything in my life 
over to Jesus who gives life so abundantly. I’m 
also grateful to you who donate your time 
and money to Inner City Mission. Without 
you, there would be no Mission and the 
homeless would suffer. Those with addictions 
would have to go elsewhere for help. Here, 

I’m finding release from 
the tensions of life. What 
greater gift could you give to 
a person in need? That’s why 
I’m thanking you so much 
for your love and kindness.

Pray for the 
expansion  
of ICM

You’ve 
helped us 
so much …

Fall Issue 2010

Your compassion and caring encourages us  
to want to make something of our lives.    
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“Here, I’m finding 
release from the 

tensions of life. What 
greater gift could  

you give to a person  
in need?”
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These past few months, you’ve helped needy 
individuals and families at Inner City Mission 
by providing clothing, shelter, counseling, 

and a compassionate, listening ear. And you’ve 
helped us do this 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
even when you’ve had your own family needs to care 
for. Thank you!
 The good news is during the past months, many 
who entered our doors also came to know the Lord 
as their personal Savior. We highlight this fact 
because we want to be true to the voice of scripture, which asks the 
question what does it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
loses his own soul? Thank you again for your compassion and 
concern for the homeless, the addicted and for so many others 
who’ve simply lost their way home.

Afriend recently asked me to give him a quick 

“Homeless 101” course. We didn’t have a lot of 

time, so here’s what I said: 

 The homeless do not want a house — they want a 

home. They want a place that’s safe, secure, and where 

there’s a loving family. They want to know that if a tire 

blows at midnight they have someone they can call who 

cares and will come to help.

 Homeless people want to be separated from the chaos of their lives — the 

soap opera that never seems to end. When they are finally introduced to the 

truth of scripture here at Inner City Mission, they begin to live and thrive in this 

new, vibrant atmosphere.

 Homeless people don’t want our rules or our religion. They want to see our 

actions. They’ve been told so many lies in the past that it’s our job to love and to 

speak the truth to them.

 There’s a lot more to understanding homelessness and its root causes, but 

this is the beginning. It is not our job to change people — that’s the Lord’s 

responsibility and He does a fine job without our interference. However, we do 

have a responsibility to be faithful to our calling: to love the destitute and pay 

attention to their needs.

Shattered to Shalom...

 At Inner City Mission, we call this “Homeless 101” course Shattered 2 

Shalom. People come to our doors shattered physically, mentally and spiritually. 

Our goal is to introduce them to the Lord of Shalom — the only one who can 

bring true joy and peace to their lives.

 It would be my pleasure to talk with you further on this subject. So give me 

a call. Let’s have coffee. Come to the Mission and see lives changing before your 

very eyes — transformed because the God of peace is making inroads in every 

area of their lives. And please come with a soft heart for the addicted, the abused 

and for those who’ve simply lost their way. At this Thanksgiving season, I’m 

especially grateful for your faithful support. Thank you for caring. See you next 

time, good Lord willing,

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne, a Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s heart

The needs of the homeless continue
Now as we move into the fall months, the needs 

of the homeless continue unabated. And that’s why 
we urge you to keep the Mission at the top of your 
prayer and giving list. 

So right now, while the physical and spiritual 
needs of people are fresh on your mind, we urge  
you to make a special donation to help us carry out 
Jesus’ mandate to bring life and hope to people in 
need. Thank you for being their champion — and  

for doing the right thing month after month. 
To give your generous gift immediately, please use the  

remit slip enclosed. You may also call Inner City Mission at 
217-525-3940. Thank you for your strong support during the 
Thanksgiving season and throughout the year.

Pray for the expansion of ICM

You’ve helped us so much during the past few months…
but the needs of the homeless in Springfield never end.
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Every day at Inner City Mission we turn away at 
least three requests for housing. Each of those 
requests represents two to three families. More 

often, the number of people seeking housing on 
any given day is much higher. Turning away people 
is a tough part of being on the staff of ICM. The 
phone calls are never easy, but the most difficult to 
turn away are those who show up in person. 
 We are excited that your support of ICM has 
allowed our mortgage to 
be paid in full last year. 
This accomplishment 
makes expansion a real 
possibility. Scott Payne and 
our Board of Trustees are 
currently putting together 
a direction and plan for 
expansion. Our hope is 
that some day in the near 
future, we will no longer 
have to turn away those  
in need. 
 We are so thankful for your partnership  
in this ministry. Without you, all that God has 
accomplished through us would never have been 
possible. So, we desire that you partner with us in 
prayer during the planning stages of our expansion. 
Unless God is a part of our planning, we know it will 
not be successful. 
 Pray that God will lead our board in the 
planning process. Pray that He makes obvious the 
direction we should go. Pray that He would make 
properties available to us that would meet our 
needs. Pray that He would bring more partners 
along who can help us accomplish the task at 
hand, and who will join us in reaching out to the 
shattered and broken. 
 Thank you again for your love, support, and 
prayers for Inner City Mission. Your friendship gives 
us the encouragement to continue on in this work. 
Please know that we thank God for you often. You 
are truly a blessing to us!
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