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Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city
of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.
So it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in
the inn. (Luke 2:-7)
Have you ever heard someone say Jesus
was homeless? It’s a fairly common idea that
gets circulated each year. People cite the lack
of room in the inn and sleeping in the stable as
the proof text. Yet the context of this beautiful
story reveals that Joseph and Mary were
sojourners on their way to Bethlehem to pay
taxes and be counted in the census. While it’s
true their trip to Bethlehem was arduous—and
the inn was crowded with fellow sojourners—
Joseph and Mary were not homeless.
They had a foundation of family and faith
around them. They were raised with love and
a good work ethic. Joseph had an ability to
maintain employment, and both could navigate
through life due to their positive relationships
and their ability to develop new ones.
So when they made the trip to Bethlehem,
they carried their home with them. They were
never destitute and forlorn. They didn’t leave
Nazareth traumatized by life. They left with an
abiding hope and trust in God and His many
provisions.
In contrast, most of our homeless in Springfield
and across our country do not have a home.
They lack positive relationships and have no
idea how to develop them. Years of brokenness,
strife, abuse, and loneliness left its mark,
making it difficult for them to relate to others,
hold a job, or maintain housing. Their struggle
is real and ongoing.
Of course we all know people with similar
issues as the homeless, such as mental illness,
addictions, developmental issues, or PTSD, and
they don’t become homeless. That’s because
they have family or other caring people in their
lives making sure they get the help they need.

People without the vital resource of positive
relationships find it difficult to stabilize in
society.
The good news is Jesus came to earth to restore
broken relationships. He didn’t come with
a political angle, using empty platitudes to
identify with the homeless while doing nothing
to alleviate their brokenness.
Instead, he spent time with them. He ate with
them, talked with them, and ministered to a
world of poverty, building relationships with a
community in need. He met people where they
were, but loved them too much to leave them
there.
Scripture shows God reaching out to
humankind for a relationship. At the perfect
time in history, he sent his son, Jesus, to be
the bridge that would connect us to God. Now
he asks all who are willing to lay down their
spiritual, emotional, and physical poverty and
accept the gift of eternal life, or eternal “living,”
that is offered through Jesus’ sacrifice.
At Inner City Mission, we offer a new way of
living to the homeless. When they arrive, we
give them time to calm down from the issues
that brought them here. We start with a simple
conversation like, “We know you don’t know us,
but try to relax if you can. Sit back and watch
what we do here. Don’t just believe what we tell
you. See if our actions line up with our words.
Then let us know, because we will be doing the
same for you. We will watch your actions to
see if they line up with what you say. Then we’ll
talk about it.”
These words open up the beginning of a
relationship, which leads to insight as we get to
know one another’s strengths and weaknesses.
It is the foundation of relationship gives us
the right to speak into each other’s lives.
Although not easy, we have to address the
issues we see in our residents at the mission.
Some issues are fairly simple, like Maria’s,
when she came to us after being evicted from
an unsafe apartment. Shortly after her arrival,
we began seeing water pouring out from an
upstairs restroom. When it happened a second
time, we started monitoring and realized it was
Maria.
Talking to her about the water, we found out
Maria had never thought of putting the shower

curtain inside the bathtub. “My mom didn’t
teach me stuff like that,” she said, shrugging.
Then her eyes widened, “I got evicted from
my last two apartments because the bathroom
floors were rotting so bad.”
Not long after, Maria moved into another
apartment and never experienced a problem
with rotting floors again. Thankfully, that was
an easy fix, but it shows the kind of relationship
she had with an addicted mom who slept on
the couch most of the time.
Other issues are more difficult to address.
Charlotte came to the mission directly from
prison after serving eighteen months. Soon
after, the police arrived and handcuffed her and
escorted her from our property. She had been
caught on tape stealing at a local convenience
store. It wasn’t the first time, we learned, and it
wouldn’t be the last.
During the next ten years, Charlotte would
move in and out of the mission seven times.
With each stay, our relationship would grow,
and trust would build. Eventually, Charlotte
found stability in the love of God as she learned
to live in his truths, and she overcame her
kleptomania.
At the mission, we seek godly wisdom to
understand the deeper issues of our residents.
In doing so, we become a relational resource for
them. We can tell you from experience, this
has its challenges. Staff members can become
emotional punching bags as we help people
move past their trauma and teach them how to
forgive.
Yet we are happy to say, through prayer and
relational resources, emotional healing does
come for those who are willing.
Until next time,
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