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Thank you for opening your heart to me during my time of need. 

God bless you for your kindness
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My name is Paula. I’m 
not yet a believer,  
but I’m glad I’m at  

a Christian-based Mission. Coming 
here was not in my plans, but my 
apartment went into foreclosure, 
and I had only one month to vacate 
the premises. I was devastated and 
didn’t know what to do or where  
to go. I’m grateful Inner City 
Mission made a place for me. 

I used to drink and hang out 
with people I thought were cool. 
Now I wonder about the wisdom  
of that decision. I’m glad the folks  
I spend time with now are here  
at the Mission. I have a little faith  
at times, but that may change in 
the days ahead. The best thing 
about Inner City Mission for 
me is the fellowship and the 
counseling. Scott Payne tells  
it straight, and that’s good.

Thank you for your caring  
and compassion

A typical day for me now  
is to go to work as a CNA — 
certified nurse assistant.  
I enjoy the challenge 

of working with people with 
physical needs. I feel I have  
a compassionate heart. There’s also 
another person who has a great  
deal of compassion, and that is  
you. You donate your money, your 
time and you use your influence 
to tell people about the good that’s 
being done at Inner City Mission. 
I’m one of the many recipients  
of your kindness, and I thank you. 
You help keep these doors open 
because of your open, caring heart. 

I was at the Mission last 
Christmas, and I’ll never forget 
the gifts I received. It was the first 
time in five years I had presents 
to open. That was a beautiful 
time, and I know I’ll have another 
good Christmas this year as well. 
Thank you for your friendship.

  Your friend, 

  Paula

“The best thing 
about Inner City 
Mission for me is 

the fellowship and 
the counseling. 
Scott Payne tells  
it straight, and 
that’s good.” 



You’ve invested in many lives during the past months
. . . and now we urge you to share Christ’s love with the homeless during the holidays
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During this time of year, your 
generosity is helping us move 
mountains of pain for people 

who come through the Mission’s doors. 
Thank you for your prayers, your 
volunteer work and your continued 
support of this ministry of rescue.

Now the holidays are soon upon 
us, and again Inner City Mission is 
continuing to do all it can to share 
the message of Christ’s love with our 
residents and guests. 

If you’ve paid us a visit recently, you may have 
been surprised to see the range of people who come 
through our doors. Often the homeless are not who 

you think they might be. It’s true that many are fighting 
to break free from addictions to alcohol and other drugs. 
Others have spent years on the streets struggling to survive. 

Arms of compassion
But there are also those men, women and children who’ve 

been evicted from their homes because of foreclosures. 
They’ve lost jobs, and have been unable to maintain stability. 
Whoever they may be, the doors of the Mission remain open 
wide for all who need food, shelter and God’s love — thanks 
to your support.

To invest in the life of a homeless person this holiday 
season, kindly use the remit slip enclosed in this newsletter. 

Thank you for reaching out to the homeless and the poorest of the poor 
this holiday season and throughout the year.

Just up the road from the 
farmer’s ranch, there’s 
a field with two horses 

in it. From a distance, each 
horse looks like any other horse. 

But when you get closer, you notice something 
quite interesting . . .

One of the horses is blind. But if you stand 
nearby and listen, you’ll hear a distinct sound. 
It’s coming from a smaller horse in the field. 
Attached to the horse’s halter is a small, copper-
colored bell. It lets the blind horse know where 
the other horse is, so he can follow. As you 
watch these two friends, you notice the horse 
with the bell is always checking on the blind 
horse, and that the blind horse listens for the 
bell, slowly walking toward the other horse, 
trusting he will not be led astray.

When the horse with the bell returns to the 
shelter of the barn each evening, he will stop 
occasionally to look back, making sure that his 
blind friend isn’t too far behind to hear the bell.

And of course there’s a message in this story. 
Like the owners of these two horses, God never 
throws us away because we are not perfect. He 
watches over us . . . and He mercifully brings 
others into our lives to help us when we are in 
need. Sometimes we are the blind horse, being 
guided by the little ringing bell of those whom 
God places in our lives. At other times we are the 
guide horse, helping others to find their way home. 
Can you relate to this story? If so, which “horse” 
are you today? It’s something to think about.

Dear Friend of Inner City Mission,

A boy named Nathaniel (not his real name) came 

to Inner City Mission with his mom and sister. 

Nathaniel’s mom had been severely abused.  

As is often the case, it took awhile for her to muster  

the courage to leave that terrifying environment.  

But she did leave . . . and the fractured family came  

to the Mission.

 One day Nathaniel said to us, “I wish I could 

have a home so I could sit around a table at 

Thanksgiving and Christmas like other kids.” Well, 

because of your ongoing support, we’ve been able 

to provide Nathaniel and his family that table. Last 

Christmas, he was one excited young man. He had 

his own table, a Christmas tree and more gifts than 

he knew what to do with. 

You are giving the homeless a Thanksgiving and Christmas to remember

 This Christmas, there will be room in the inn for many people like 

Nathaniel and his family. I can say that because I know there’s room in your 

heart for one more hurting child, one more father struggling with an addiction 

and one more woman who’s trying to escape the horrors of domestic abuse. 

 If you’ve never paid us a visit, or if it’s been awhile since you stopped by, 

please drop by during the holidays. See the results of your compassion. Talk 

with our residents. Let them thank you in person for all your kindness. God 

bless you for caring. 

 See you next time, good Lord willing.

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne

   A Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s Heart

“If you’ve never paid 

us a visit, or if it’s been 

awhile, please drop by 

during the holidays. 

See the results  

of your compassion.”

“Thank you for 
your prayers, 

your volunteer 
work and your 

continued 
support of this 

ministry  
of rescue.”

A Tale of  
Two Horses


