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y name is Lissa. I’m learning that God
speaks to me quietly. So I spend much
of my time listening to the silence here
at the Mission. I’m here because I lost my job and I
couldn’t pay my rent. This was not something I was
accustomed to. I have a BA from Lincoln Christian
College, I graduated with honors, and I’ve been
an ESL (English as a second language) teacher at
a community college. I was once even a donor to
Inner City Mission. But sometimes things don’t
end up quite as one would like.
Because I had no place to go, you can imagine
my delight when I learned there was a bed waiting
for me here at the Mission. We, who are homeless,
have a special relationship with each other. We don’t
judge one another. We help each other. We talk to
each other. It’s an amazing situation — especially
when I think I was scared to death to come here
in the first place. Now there is no fear — only
appreciation and joy for what God, the Mission
and you are doing to make this place available to
someone like me.
God loves us all simply for who we are
I’m a diabetic and the Mission is sensitive to my
medical condition. I’m eating better here than when
I ate in my own home. A nutritionist often comes
and provides us with food that’s not only goodtasting but healthy. Here’s what I’m discovering:
No matter who we are . . . no matter our past lives

“. . . we are all created in the
image of God. He loves me, He
loves you, and He loves every
person within these walls.”
or experiences . . . we are all created in the image of
God. He loves me, He loves you, and He loves every
person within these walls. He loves us for who we are.
Even now, I sense God’s presence in the quiet of this
moment. So I must move on and once again listen
to the silence.
Thank you,

Lissa

Without your generous support, there would be no
Mission. Thank you for being one who cares.
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Straight from Scott’s Hea

The Mystery of God’s

Joy & Blessing

E

arly in His ministry, Jesus issued a central
statement — one on which His earthly
ministry was based. It’s called the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5:1-12) — a series of nine
remarkable statements that spell out blessings —
or joys — that are available to every Christian.
The first part of each statement begins with
“Blessed are . . .” and ends with a reward. Blessed
means “God-given bliss” or “supernatural joy.”
We at Inner City Mission encourage you to read
this passage from this fresh perspective. Note how
God takes each statement about the conflicts
and pain of life and turns them into joy.
The Sermon on the Mount is as true in
May 2013 as it was the day Jesus shared it with His
disciples. Thank you for helping us put these words
into action through your support of this ministry to
those who live in a state of homelessness.
Christ is a God of joy . . .
		“A Christian should be and must be a person of
joy. The devil is the spirit of sadness, but God is
the Spirit of joy, and He is our salvation, We have
more occasion for joy than sadness.”
Martin Luther
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Scott Payne
s
A Minister to the Homeles

Every prayer . . . every dollar given in Christ’s name
plants seeds of hope in the lives of our residents

invade their lives and allow Him to make them whole.
God mends tired, broken spirits
Thank you for walking alongside us as we see God
mend tired, broken spirits with His unconditional love.
You are a vital member of our ministry team and all the
members of our staff express their deepest appreciation
to you for being one who cares so much.
To invest in the life of someone who lives in a state
of homelessness right now, please use the remit slip
enclosed in this newsletter. We promise to continue to be
good stewards of your gift. Thank you for reaching out
to the poorest of the poor during these final months of
spring and throughout the year.

The only path to the stability of the soul is when our residents let Christ invade their lives and allow
Him to make them whole.
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A

t Inner City Mission, you help us create an
environment of hope for those whose lives
have been nothing but chaos, disorder and
confusion. Children come to the Mission with
their parents, and often for the first time enjoy
a decent meal together. We overhear a teenage
girl say to her friend, “I love the Mission
because I feel safe here.” Some tell us their
past lives have been like a roller coaster
. . . or a dark, deep hole with no means
of escape. Others speak of being held
captive in a prison of fear and anxiety
. . . afraid even of their own shadows. No homeless person has the same story
. . . and that’s why we counsel each resident according to his or her own needs. But in
the end, the only path to the stability of the soul is when our guests let the Savior

