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My name is Matthew. I don’t know how often 
you hear from a kid who lives at Inner City 
Mission, but we who are young also have 

a lot to say about this great place. For sure, if I wasn’t 
here, I’d be on the street. My dad left us for another 
lady. He just took off one day. I was both mad and sad. 
But what could I do?  I’m just glad we could come to 
the Mission at this difficult time in our lives.
         I’m glad to be able to tell you I’m doing well in 
school. I got an A+ in math, and five other As and Bs. 
So I guess I’m doing all right in the education part of 
my life. When I grow up, I want to be an astronaut . . . 
and go to Jupiter. I think that would be an amazing 
place to visit. I love science, and my goal is to go to  
college and study science and math. 

I hope your Easter  
is a happy one
          The best thing about Inner City 
Mission is the people. They are so 
nice and considerate. They accept me 
just as I am. Even when I’m, well, a 
little naughty. I read the Bible, and I 
like learning about the Matthew in 
the Bible. It’s cool how we both have 
the same name. It’s also great having 
my own room here. I like the food 
and the clothes you nice people give me, too. (Sorry, I 
didn’t thank you before, so I’m thanking you now for 
being so kind to me!)
          The more I hear about your donations,  
the more I realize there would be no Mission  

without your help. So I really mean it when I say 
“thank you.” You are nice people. Real nice . . . and I’ll 
always remember your kindness . . . even when I’m a 
scientist working one day on Jupiter.
          I hope everyone you love keeps loving you back 
 . . . and that they make your Easter a happy one.

  Your friend, 

“You’re helping 
a lot of kids 
who have 

no home of 
their own. 

I’m one of them. 
Thank you.” 

Even when I’m a scientist working on Jupiter
I’ll still remember how kind you’ve been to me.

  Matthew



Easter acts of kindness . . . with the love of Jesus in your heart
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Because of your ongoing generosity, right now 
you are helping someone in need discover 
there’s a better way to live. Your compassion 

tells them they matter . . . that they have eternal value 
. . . and that Inner City Mission will keep doing all it can 
to help them move from chaos to peace in their lives.

There is something powerful about the listening 
ear, and this is a gift we give our residents every day.  
We listen to their stories and we look for clues that  
tell us what life choices have brought them to their 
present condition. And you play a vital role in every 
conversation.

May there always be room in the inn 
When you take the time to give a donation,  

provide an article of clothing or donate hygiene items to 
people in need, you make yourself a blessing. Your kind 

smile or pat on the back is often all it takes to  
pull someone back from the edge. And when you 
carry out your act of kindness with the love of  
Jesus in your heart, miracles begin to happen in  
a person’s life.

Now, as Inner City Mission begins Phase I of a 
major physical expansion, we are going to need your 
support more than ever. Never again do we want to 
turn 27 families away in a single day. Never again do 
we want to say to anyone, “There’s no room in the inn.” 

To invest in the life of a person who lives in a 
state of homelessness, please use the remit slip  
enclosed in this newsletter. Thank you for reaching 
out to the needy and the poorest of the poor this 
Easter season and every day of the year. God bless  
you for caring.

Dear Friend of Inner City Mission,

At this Easter season, I want to express our special 

thanks to you for all you continue to do to help 

show our friends in Springfield that there’s a way to 

escape the chaos of their lives. But we have a problem. One 

day last week, we had to turn away 27 families from the 

Mission. These were 27 families who will not have 

the opportunity to let the light of Christ shine in 

their lives. These parents and children needed  

our help and we wanted to meet their needs. But  

we simply had no room in the inn. 

Please request your copy of our Stability Report

 This is but one dramatic, recent reason we’re  

going ahead aggressively with expansion plans for 

the Mission. We’re now talking to a design/build 

company that’s working on Phase I of a project 

which will add at least five more rooms to our  

current location. But that’s only a beginning. We’ll give you regular updates  

on our progress as we eventually move into Phase II.

 To better understand how we approach this ministry, I encourage you to 

request a copy of our Stability Report. This document gives you an overview of 

the causes of homelessness, the manner in which we address the issues involved, 

and how Inner City Mission’s approach is making a difference in people’s lives.

 Because of your concern for those in need, the cold darkness of homeless-

ness is fast becoming a thing of the past for many of our residents. Old things 

are passing away and all things are becoming new. And that’s what Easter  

is all about.
 See you next time, good Lord willing.

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne

   A Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s Heart

“ Because of your  

concern for those  

in need, the cold 

darkness of  
homelessness is fast 

becoming a thing  

of the past for many  

of our residents.”

Keep Life in Perspective
To help keep your own life in perspective, allow  
these words to wash over your spirit . . . 
If you are impatient, sit down quietly and talk with Job.
If you are just a little strong-headed, go and see Moses.
If you are getting weak-kneed, take a good look at Elijah.
If there is no song in your heart, listen to David.
If you wonder about your mission in life,  
   spend time with Priscilla. 
If you are a policy person, read Daniel.
If your faith is below par, read Paul.
If you think things are impossible,  
   read the words of Elizabeth.
If you are getting lazy, watch James.
If you are losing sight of the future,  
   climb up the stairs of Revelation and  
   get a glimpse of the Promised Land.

Thank you for helping us also share this message of hope 
and encouragement with all who come through the 
doors of Inner City Mission. Thank you for caring.

Dwight Morrow, the father of Anne Morrow 
Lindbergh, once held a dinner party to which 

Calvin Coolidge had been invited. After Coolidge 
left, Morrow told the remaining guests that Coolidge 
would make a good president. The others disagreed. 
They felt Coolidge was too quiet, that he lacked color 
and personality. No one would like him, they said. 

Anne, then age six, spoke up: “I like him,” 
she said. Then she displayed a finger with a small 
bandage around it. “He was the only one at the party 
who asked about my sore finger. And that’s why he 
would make a good president,” added Morrow.

As always, it’s the little things that count. That’s 
why no donation and no act of compassion is too 
small when you give it with a heart filled with love.

Thank you for your faithful support of  
Inner City Mission. 

“When you take 
the time to give . . . 
to people in need, 
you make yourself 

a blessing.”


