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Your generosity is providing a springtime of hope
for the homeless in Springfield.

Thank you for your compassion and caring.
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Easter newsletter enclosed

My Easter Gift
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YES, Scott, it gives me great joy and satisfaction to continue to support the work
of Inner City Mission. Here’s my gift of:

Please mail this completed form with your generous
gift to help women and families like these. Your gift is tax
deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

CR RT
Mrs. John Sample
Street Address
Second Address
City, ST Zip
[Barcode]

m $XX.XX to provide XX meals and other assistance
m $XX.XX to provide XX meals and other assistance
m $XX.XX to provide XX meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and as much care as possible

Inner City Mission
P.O. Box 8148
Springfield, IL 62791-8148
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A mother gives thanks to the Mission
for caring for her autistic son.
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“David, you’re hurting the tree”
I’d be lying if I said life wasn’t a struggle, but
I’m making it. I have faith, and I never ask why
I have an autistic child. I simply see David as my
son, and that’s good enough. I also appreciate
how much the staff loves David. Scott Payne
saw David up in a tree the other day,
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we need it most.
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t
Straight from Scott’s hear

continued from page 1
valuable time to help reach out to people
like us. I will never take your compassion
for granted. Because of your support, my life
and heart are being changed. I used to judge
people. I don’t do that any more. I’m also
learning to build a deeper relationship with
God — one day at a time. But none of this would
be happening without our being here at the
Mission. Now, I’ll let David have the last word.
“I like the Mission a lot. It’s so much fun.
I like to pray and worship God. I also hope to
go to school one day…and I can beat most kids
in the basketball game of HORSE. Katrina
messed us up, but we’ll be okay. Thank you.”

Your friend,

David
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the Homeless
Scott Payne, a Minister to

Exploring the root causes of homelessness…and how you are helping

L

ike most people, we originally bought into the
easy fix for homelessness. All the homeless
needed, we thought, was a helping hand.
Perhaps a car would do. Or a job, or some money.
Soon, however, we discovered the obvious physical
needs were only symptoms of much deeper issues.
Eighty percent of the homeless we work with
at Inner City Mission tell us stories of brokenness,
heartache and sadness that trace back to their earliest
memories. Unfortunately, a house, money, or a job
cannot — and will never — erase these painful, haunting memories.
After years of listening to these stories, we have concluded that the
majority of modern-day homelessness in America is the direct result
of the breakdown of traditional family values, leading to a lack of
morals and values being instilled in children.

The heartbreak is real…the pain is more than
most can bear
Raised in hostile environments without
positive social development, these children grow
isolated from their community and separated from
vital support systems. The heartbreak of life is so
overwhelming that they are driven to search for
anything that will provide relief. Drugs, alcohol,
or sex are used to deaden their pain. Homelessness
is inevitable for many of these victims.
At Inner City Mission we understand the root causes of
homelessness…and with your ongoing support, we continue to
see hearts changed. To continue to do your part to help, please use
the remit slip enclosed. You may also call Inner City Mission at
217-525-3940 for more information. God bless you for caring.

“Thank you for hearing the needs of the homeless and then doing what you can to help make a difference in their lives.”
RM_41-0340_H01SP

