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From a life of abuse and neglect . . .
into the welcome arms of God and
Inner City Mission

y name is Sherrie and I
want you to know how
much I appreciate Inner
“After living a
City Mission and you, who give so
life of being
sacrificially to make this a special
abused, it’s like
place for my children and me. After
living a life of being abused, it’s like
heaven to be
heaven to be where people are kind
where people
and thoughtful. Here at the Mission,
are kind and
there are hugs, not hits; blessings,
thoughtful.”
not beatings. Over the years, I’d
lost hope so many times. The men
in my life have never known how to
show love. All I saw was hate and all
I felt was fear. I’ve been to other shelters for abused
women, but none offered what I’m receiving here at
Inner City Mission.

Caring people take the time to listen to me
I am finally learning to love God and to believe
He has a plan for my life. Here I can talk to people
who listen to me. I have wonderful counselors and
friends who care about us. I think these relationships
alone are helping to make me stronger as a woman
and as a mother.
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This is also a place where my children can
see the Christian faith lived out every day —
something they never knew earlier in their
lives. As a mother, this is one of the
greatest blessings of all. I also want
to say a word of sincere thanks to
you for your generous donations of

money, food and clothing. It’s a great
comfort to know there are so many
nice people in this world — including
someone like you. May God continue to
be with you today and throughout the
days ahead.
Your grateful friend,

Sherrie

$1,000 Scholarship Awarded to
Former Resident of Inner City Mission

D

onna Webb is happy to tell the world how
God has put her life on a whole new path.
Less than two years ago, Donna came to
Inner City Mission in quiet desperation, hoping to rid
herself and her children of the abusive, controlling
man who endangered their lives. With nowhere to
go and no one she could trust, Donna arrived at our
door with only a glimmer of hope.
Donna’s glimmer turned into
a beacon of light when she was
introduced to the love of Jesus
Christ. With a new home, a new
vehicle and a new life, Donna
wanted to move forward one more
step and take some classes.

She decided to apply for a
scholarship, thinking to herself: “If
I win, then I know God wants me
to go to college.” Indeed He did,
because on April 19, 2012, Donna was awarded the
Women in Leadership Chrysalis Scholarship of $1,000
by the Community Foundation of Springfield. Join us
in congratulating Donna on her new life!

Everything Counts . . .
One deed has the potential of making a lasting
impact on us far into the future. Time magnifies
everything we do. That’s why we must do that which
brings glory and honor to God. The purpose of our work
is even more important than the size of our effort. For
over time, all our God-ordained perseverance will come
together to influence our lives and our world.
This is the message we share with our guests at
Inner City Mission: your future consequences are being
born right now. This is your moment of great opportunity.
Direct all your actions, large and small, important and
seemingly unimportant in the direction God wants you to
go. For all of us, it’s something to think about.
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Scott Payne
s
A Minister to the Homeles

When you invest in the life of a person in need . . . you reap a harvest of
joy and satisfaction. God bless you for your acts of kindness.

D

id you ever consider how strange it would be if a farmer
were to try to jam all four seasons together? Imagine if
that farmer were to overlook planting in the springtime,
goof off all summer, and then wake up in the fall, saying, “Wow, I’d
better move fast now or I won’t
have a crop.” Good luck,
farmer. Sowing, fertilizing
and harvesting follow a
natural pattern. There is
no shortcut to a harvest.
We reap what we sow.

We help our guests work toward a harvest that glorifies God
It’s no different for the homeless who come to Inner City Mission. Their
lives, too, are all about sowing and reaping. It’s true . . . God can move in
the spirits of our guests quickly, if they allow Him to
take hold of their hearts. But while the miracle of new
“. . . we
birth can happen in a moment, the harvest of complete
encourage
sobriety, re-entering society and reuniting with
our residents
families may still be somewhere down the road. So we
encourage our residents to plant new seeds — seeds of
to plant new
love, patience, acceptance and abstinence — as they
seeds . . .”
begin to till new land, and work toward a personal
harvest that brings glory to God.
You can help our guests prepare for their new lives in Christ by sending
your generous donation today. Kindly use the remit slip enclosed in this
newsletter. Thank you for reaching out to those in need during the critical
summer months . . . and throughout the year.
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