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My name is Sherrie and I 
want you to know how 
much I appreciate Inner 

City Mission and you, who give so 
sacri� cially to make this a special 
place for my children and me. A� er 
living a life of being abused, it’s like 
heaven to be where people are kind 
and thoughtful. Here at the Mission, 
there are hugs, not hits; blessings, 
not beatings. Over the years, I’d 
lost hope so many times. � e men 
in my life have never known how to 
show love. All I saw was hate and all 
I felt was fear. I’ve been to other shelters for abused 
women, but none o� ered what I’m receiving here at 
Inner City Mission.

Caring people take the time to listen to me
I am � nally learning to love God and to believe 

He has a plan for my life. Here I can talk to people 
who listen to me. I have wonderful counselors and 
friends who care about us. I think these relationships 
alone are helping to make me stronger as a woman 
and as a mother.

� is is also a place where my children can 
see the Christian faith lived out every day — 
something they never knew earlier in their 
lives. As a mother, this is one of the 
greatest blessings of all. I also want 
to say a word of sincere thanks to 
you for your generous donations of 

money, food and clothing. It’s a great 
comfort to know there are so many 
nice people in this world — including 
someone like you. May God continue to 
be with you today and throughout the 
days ahead.

                  Your grateful friend,

“ After living a 
life of being 
abused, it’s like 
heaven to be 
where people 
are kind and 
thoughtful.”
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When you invest in the life of a person in need . . . you reap a harvest of 
joy and satisfaction. God bless you for your acts of kindness.

RM_42-0720_H01SP Pre-Print Specs
12NADNLG RM July 2012 – H01SP Spring� eld Newsletter 
Element:  Newsletter – Back
Form Size:  8.5 x 11” Folds to:  8.5 x 3.625”
Inks:  PMS 3282, Black Stock:  60# White Offset
Final Art #:  2  Date:  5/31/12
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

RM_42-0720_H01SP

Did you ever consider how strange it would be if a farmer 
were to try to jam all four seasons together? Imagine if 
that farmer were to overlook planting in the springtime, 

goof o�  all summer, and then wake up in the fall, saying, “Wow, I’d 
better move fast now or I won’t 

have a crop.” Good luck, 
farmer. Sowing, fertilizing 

and harvesting follow a 
natural pattern. � ere is 
no shortcut to a harvest. 
We reap what we sow.

We help our guests work toward a harvest that glori� es God
It’s no di� erent for the homeless who come to Inner City Mission. � eir 

lives, too, are all about sowing and reaping. It’s true . . . God can move in 
the spirits of our guests quickly, if they allow Him to 
take hold of their hearts. But while the miracle of new 
birth can happen in a moment, the harvest of complete 
sobriety, re-entering society and reuniting with 
families may still be somewhere down the road. So we 
encourage our residents to plant new seeds — seeds of 
love, patience, acceptance and abstinence — as they 
begin to till new land, and work toward a personal 
harvest that brings glory to God.

You can help our guests prepare for their new lives in Christ by sending 
your generous donation today. Kindly use the remit slip enclosed in this 
newsletter. � ank you for reaching out to those in need during the critical 
summer months . . . and throughout the year.

When you invest in the life of a person in need . . . When you invest in the life of a person in need . . . you reap a harvest of you reap a harvest of 

Dear Friend of Inner City Mission,

When you invest your money in stocks, a home or 

other � nancial instruments, you expect to see 

a decent return on your investment. But what 

about your investment month a� er month in the lives of the 

homeless who come through the doors of Inner City Mission?

 Well, let me give you a short list. When you help us 

share God’s transforming love with a person 

who is homeless, you help decrease crime in our 

community. � e average homeless person costs 

taxpayers about $25,000 a year, annually, in social 

services. Your investment helps to reduce that cost 

— one person at a time.

Your investments pay o�  for eternity

 You also help our residents develop a sense 

of personal responsibility. Over time, they � nd 

stability in their lives — o� en for the very � rst 

time. And one day, that person you help may o� er 

you a smile when they hand you that hamburger 

at McDonalds. � ey’re now employed, they pay taxes, and they’re getting on with 

their lives. And that smile they share with you creates a chain reaction. A smile 

begets a smile . . . something that started when they opened their hearts to God’s 

way of living.

 So when you think return on your investment here at the Mission, we want 

you to know it’s enormous . . . life-changing. None of this will end up on the 

Dow Jones . . . but, the transaction will be recorded in the Book of Life. I invite 

you to come on over to the Mission. Let’s have co� ee. I want you to meet some of 

the folks whose lives are being transformed by the love of Jesus. � ank you for 

investing in lives for eternity.

 See you next time, good Lord willing.

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne

   A Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s Heart

“ I want you to meet 

some of the folks 

whose lives are being 

transformed by the 

love of Jesus. Thank 

you for investing in 

their lives for eternity.”

Donna Webb is happy to tell the world how 
God has put her life on a whole new path. 
Less than two years ago, Donna came to 

Inner City Mission in quiet desperation, hoping to rid 
herself and her children of the abusive, controlling 
man who endangered their lives. With nowhere to 
go and no one she could trust, Donna arrived at our 
door with only a glimmer of hope.

Donna’s glimmer turned into 
a beacon of light when she was 
introduced to the love of Jesus 
Christ. With a new home, a new 
vehicle and a new life, Donna 
wanted to move forward one more 
step and take some classes.

She decided to apply for a 
scholarship, thinking to herself: “If 
I win, then I know God wants me 
to go to college.” Indeed He did, 

because on April 19, 2012, Donna was awarded the 
Women in Leadership Chrysalis Scholarship of $1,000 
by the Community Foundation of Spring� eld. Join us 
in congratulating Donna on her new life!

“ . . . we 
encourage 
our residents 
to plant new 
seeds . . .”

Everything Counts . . . 
One deed has the potential of making a lasting 

impact on us far into the future. Time magni� es 
everything we do. � at’s why we must do that which 
brings glory and honor to God. � e purpose of our work 
is even more important than the size of our e� ort. For 
over time, all our God-ordained perseverance will come 
together to in� uence our lives and our world.

� is is the message we share with our guests at 
Inner City Mission: your future consequences are being 
born right now. � is is your moment of great opportunity. 
Direct all your actions, large and small, important and 
seemingly unimportant in the direction God wants you to 
go. For all of us, it’s something to think about.
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