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Our names are Charon and Derek. 
When you’re homeless, out of work 
and have no place to go, you’re mighty 

happy for somewhere like Inner City Mission. 
This is God’s house. No doubt about it.
 We don’t know what we would do without 
our Inner City family that is always here to 
help us in every way possible. When we came 
here, we thought we’d see 
rooms lined with cots in a 
not-so-clean environment. 
How surprised we were. The 
Mission is beautiful: clean, 
hospitable and a wonderful 
place to put our lives in order.
 Derek can’t read or write, 
but that doesn’t keep him 
from having a loving, caring 
heart. He had to learn to live 
life the hard way — mostly by selling drugs to 
survive. Now he’s living a good, decent life. As 
for me, I used to drink on weekends. If I had 
any extra money at all, it would go for alcohol. 

We do not take your kindness for granted
 Now we’re older and, I hope, wiser. 
One thing’s for sure: we appreciate the 
Mission, Scott Payne — even though he is 
tough sometimes — and you, who donate 
so much of your money and service to 
help people like us. We do not take your 
kindness for granted, and we’ll always 
remember what you’re doing for us.

If you’ve never come to the Mission,  
I hope you’ll visit this place of mercy very 
soon. You find more than good food and a few 
warm beds at Inner City Mission. Here you 
experience the presence of God the minute 
you walk through these doors. He lives in 
every room and in the heart of every member 
of the staff. Thank you for reaching out to the 

less fortunate — to people 
like us. Because of your 
compassion we want to do 
better than we’ve done in 
the past. We now truly want 
to make something special 
of our lives. God bless you.Reflections 

on your life’s 
mission

Thank you for 
your loving 
support…
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Your compassion and caring encourages us  
to want to make something of our lives.    
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“You find more than 
good food and a few 
warm beds at Inner 
City Mission. Here 
you’ll experience 

the presence of God 
the minute you walk 

through these doors.” 
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When lives once hard as steel come face 
to face with the power of the risen Lord, 
miracles begin to take place. When 

purpose and meaning take the place of living by  
the lawlessness of the street, lives are changed and 
priorities are rearranged. And when God becomes  
a reality in the hearts of our residents, there’s a ripple 
effect in their lives that cannot be denied.
 But none of these miracles could take 
place without your kindness and 
generosity. Your donations and prayerful 
support help us plant seeds of hope in 
lives that once knew only desolation. Then 
as the Holy Spirit works in shattered 
spirits, new life emerges. Growth happens. 
What was once old and dismal becomes 
fresh and new.

As I sit at my computer writing you this note of 

friendship, my heart is filled with gratitude for all 

you do to help us bring Christ’s light into hearts 

darkened by sin and despair. 

 Because you care enough to be involved, for the 

first time new residents are in a safe place. For the first 

time they meet someone who cares for them, without demanding something 

in return. For the first time our friends receive a Bible and are introduced to 

someone who can share its truths with them. For the first time men, women and 

children are finding hope in a world that once made no sense to them. Thank 

you for providing all these firsts to so many in need.

 Recently a mother and two of her daughters returned to the Mission after 

being away for a while. I overheard one of the girls ask her mom, “Do we really 

get to stay at Inner City Mission? I hope so…because I feel so safe here.” Then 

when she saw her room, her eyes lit up and she said, “Oh, mother, this room is  

so big. It’s so much larger than the station wagon we live in now.”

Lives transformed by God’s love and mercy

 That’s just one of a hundred stories of changed lives that I could share with 

you — lives being transformed by the grace of God, the caring of our staff and 

by your generosity. I’m one of the most fortunate people on earth to be able to 

see daily miracles in the lives of those who come through our doors. Thank you 

for giving me this opportunity to see hearts changed every day of the year. 

 Someone recently asked me, “Scott, what do my dollars really do?” Simply 

put, you help us walk on the edge of darkness and allow us to reach into those 

deep shadows with arms of love extended to all who will grab on to us and make 

a decision to invite Christ into their lives. Not everyone grasps this opportunity 

for change. But for those who do, well, their lives are never the same.

 Thank you for holding on to us as we extend our reach to men, women 

and children who need a loving Savior to give them a life worth living. God is 

blessing this Mission of rescue. Thank you for your part in helping lives become 

transformed by the spirit of Jesus. See you next time, good Lord willing.

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne, a Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s heart

You give so much more than food and warm beds
We are truly grateful to you for standing 

alongside us as we bring Christ’s message of light 
and hope into the lives of so many who live in 
darkness. Yes, you provide nourishing food, warm 
beds and comfortable clothing to men, women and 
children. But you give so much more: your ongoing 
compassion and caring provide a disciplined, loving, 
Christian environment where people can say yes to 
Jesus, who wants to make them whole. 

 To give yet another generous donation to help  
us keep wrapping our arms around the homeless and 
despairing, please use the remit slip enclosed. Your 
donations go directly to help heal broken hearts  
and crushed spirits. Thank you for reaching out to 
families and individuals who struggle during the 
summer months and throughout the year. 

Reflections on 
your life’s mission

Thank you for your loving support of this mission of rescue…
RM_40-0730_H01SP

W	 	 	hen’s	the	last	time	you	seriously	considered	
your	life’s	purpose?

	 Charles	Swindoll	reminds	us	that	we	all	must	
have	some	great	mission	to	give	our	lives	purpose	
and	focus.	In	The Quest for Character,	he	writes:	

	 	“What	is	YOUR	quest?	Do	you	have	a	
lifelong	dream?	Anything	dominating		
your	life	enough	to	hold	your	attention?		
...Some	adventurous	journey	you’d	love		
to	participate	in...some	discovery	you	long	
to	make...some	enterprise	you	secretly	
imagine?	Without	a	quest,	life	is	quickly	
reduced	to	bleak	black	and	wimpy	white,	
a	diet	too	bland	to	get	anybody	out	of	
bed	in	the	morning.	A	quest	fuels	our	fire.	
It	refuses	to	let	us	drift	downstream	
gathering	debris.	It	keeps	our	mind	in	
gear,	makes	us	press	on.	All	of	us	are	
surrounded	by,	and	benefit	from,	the	
results	of	someone	else’s	quest.”				

	 At	the	Inner	City	Mission	we	know	our	purpose:	
it’s	to	provide	physical	and	spiritual	rescue	for	
people	who	have	come	to	the	end	of	the	line.	It’s	
also	gratifying	to	know	that	part	of	your	purpose	for	
living	is	to	partner	with	us	in	this	passionate	journey.	
God	bless	you	for	caring	enough	to	stay	involved.
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“ Your ongoing compassion 
and caring provide a 
disciplined, loving, Christian 
environment where people 
can say yes to Jesus, who 
wants to make them whole.”

Thank you to all of our volunteers


