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My name is Solomon. I just want to say that if 
I didn’t have the Mission as my home, I’d be 
going nowhere fast. Even though I’m young, 

I’ve seen more than some people may see in a lifetime. 
The hardest thing to witness was how my father abused 
my mom. But because I’m a positive person, I’ve decided 
to learn from that experience and choose to be nice to 
people . . . to treat them with respect . . . and to wish  
them the best for their lives.

I don’t want to brag — too much — but I was 
recently in the top 5% in math. I also got 100% in 
what is equivalent to the SAT for someone my age. 
But without Inner City Mission, none of this would 
have happened. The Mission is a stable place for 
me. The people are kind and helpful . . . and I feel a 
responsibility to keep being the kind of person God 
wants me to be.

Thank you for giving me a place to steer  
my life in the right direction

As to my goals, I want to become an architect. But 
even when I reach that objective, I want to be sure I live 
a balanced life. I will still be a person who helps others, 
and with God’s help I always will try to do the 
right thing. There are plenty of challenges 
out there for me every day . . . like drugs, 
sex and lust. But I head off these 
temptations with prayer and reading 
the Bible. 

I’m learning that no matter how good I get at 
something there’s always room for improvement.  
I also know the Lord will always love me no matter 
how many times I mess up. Thank you for your part 
in helping me learn these things. Your donations of 
money and service help make every day special . . .  
and they are even more special during the holidays.

Your 14 year-old friend,

With God’s help  
I will keep doing the right thing
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When you give to the Mission, you 
help heal lots of hurts. Thank you.

“ I also know the 
Lord will always 
love me no 
matter how 
many times I 
mess up.”

Solomon



A Challenge and a Prayer for Supporters of Inner City Mission . . . 

RM_43-0180_H01SP Pre-Print Specs
13NADNLA RM Jan 2013 – H01SP Springfield Newsletter 
Element:  Newsletter – Back
Form Size:  8.5 x 11” Folds to:  8.5 x 3.625”
Inks:  PMS 285, Black Stock:  60# White Offset
Final Art #:  2 Date:  10/10/12
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

RM_43-0180_H01SP

May God bless you with discomfort 
at easy answers, half-truths and 
superficial relationships so that you 

will live deeply and from the heart.
May God bless you with anger 

at injustice, oppression and the 
exploitation of people, so that you 

will work for justice, freedom 
and peace.

May God bless you 
with tears to shed for 

those that mourn, so 
that you will reach 

out your hand to 
them and turn their 
mourning into joy.

May God bless you with 
just enough foolishness to 

believe that you can make a difference in the world, so that you will 
do those things that others say cannot be done.

You have been so supportive of the Mission during the past 
year, and we thank you. Now it’s the first month of 2013. As our 

doors now open for a New Year of ministry to the 
needy at Inner City Mission, there will be new 
faces, new stories and many challenges — along 
with new miracles. Hundreds of individuals and 
families who live in brokenness will continue to 
come to us for help. And we are here again for those 
in need . . . because you give us the means and the 
prayerful support to keep this Mission of rescue alive 
and thriving.

To help keep this hope alive for those who 
come to be rescued, will you please consider 

sending a generous New Year donation today? To give your gift,  
kindly use the remit slip enclosed. Thank you for being our partner 
in caring for the homeless in our community during the New Year.

Dear Friend of Inner City Mission,

Looking back over this past year, I can tell you with 

certainty: The hardest part of working with the homeless 

is saying “No” to a mother and her children. What’s even 

worse is saying “No” on a daily basis. 

 A knock at the door or a voice on the telephone brings the 

all-too-familiar question: “Do you have any room?” 

Our hearts ache as we stand there face-to-face with 

an evicted family or when we hear a mother crying 

on the phone needing a safe place for her children.

 Available shelter is hard to find in Springfield —

especially for women and children. That’s why it’s  

so difficult to turn these families away. Where will 

they go?

We cannot help them recover if we lack the space to house them.

 For the past five years, we’ve been asking God for a solution. Our Stability for 

Life recovery program transforms lives, but we’re limited in the number of people  

we can work with at any given time. We cannot help them recover if we lack the 

space to house them. 

 Right now, would you say a prayer for Inner City Mission?  We want to reach 

more people with the life-changing principles that bring lasting joy and peace, but  

in order to do this, we must increase our sheltering capacity. 

 Please pray about how you can help. We need an army of people who will come 

alongside our expansion effort.  With God leading, and you helping, we can make 

2013 the year to move forward.

 See you next time, good Lord willing.

   Your servant,

   Scott Payne 

   A Minister to the Homeless

Straight from Scott’s Heart

“ We want to reach  

more people with  

the life-changing 

principles that bring 

lasting joy and peace.”

Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and 

running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured. 
 Proverbs 31:20

Defend the weak and the fatherless;  
uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.  

Rescue the weak and the needy;  
deliver them from the hand of the wicked  
 Psalm 82:3-4

They help each other  
and say to their companions, “Be strong!”

 Isaiah 41:6

We at Inner City Mission trust you continue to 
enjoy the act of giving to those in need. Thank 
you for helping us set up a line of defense for 
those who’ve lost their way.

“  . . . we are here  
again for those in 
need . . . because  
you give us the means 
and the prayerful 
support to keep this 
Mission of rescue  
alive and thriving.”

Three of God’s Promises  
to help you continue to 
enjoy giving to others 


