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Romans 5:1–5  

Introduction: 

What is perseverance? 
Why does perseverance matter? 
How do we form perseverance? 
 
Romans 5:1–5 
 
What is perseverance? 
 
Perseverance: continued effort to do or achieve something despite difficulties, failure, or opposition 
 
Υπομονη 
Upomone 
Endure, hold out, stand firm; bear, put up with; remain, stay behind 
 
Perseverance is the ability to stay when it would be easier to go,  
or the ability to go when it would be easier to stay. 
 
Are there places in your life where you are tempted to leave, but you know you must stay, or tempted to stay, but you 
must go? 
 
Why does perseverance matter? 
 
Phoebe 
 

Phoebe carried Paul’s letter to Rome and taught its content to the churches there. 
Most of the Roman Jesus-followers likely lived in poverty. 
Roman people were expected to worship the Roman emperor as a God. 
Their circumstances were likely much harder than ours. 
 

 
Life is challenging and complex. 
 
How do we form perseverance? 
 
Perseverance is formed when we: 
• Boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
• Boast in our suffering. 
• Know that God’s love resides inside us. 
 
Δοζα 
Doxa 
Honor, radiance, importance 
 
Referring to God’s glory means calling to mind all the reasons we have to honor God. 

Sermon Notes



God: 
• rights wrongs 
• heals wounds 
• restores brokenness 

God is: 
• Good 
• Just 
• Kind 
• Compassionate 
  
This is all God’s glory. 
 
Have you ever boasted in God’s glory? 
 
The more we think and talk about the hope of God’s glory, the more we will develop perseverance. 
 
We boast also in our suffering. 
 
Perspective shift: What do you do when you suffer? 
 
“And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us. 
 
When something resides in your home: 

You feel its presence. 
You find yourself thinking about it. 
It changes how you spend your time. 

 
Three things we can do to form perseverance: 
• Focus on hope. 
• Change our perspective. 
• Dwell on God’s love. 
 
Perseverance comes when our minds and our lives are consumed: 

not by challenges, but by God’s glory. 
not by suffering, but by hope. 
not by pain, but by love. 

 
 
Your Move 
 
Practice staying a little longer, even when you want to go. 
 
Learn to boast in suffering. 
 
Take the Matthew 25 challenge AND sign up to be chosen. 
 
Prayer of examen 

Where did I see God’s glory? 
Where was I empty of hope?  


