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INTRODUCTION: 
What causes us to make the decisions we make? 
 
Character influences everything. 
 
We will ask three questions about character today: 
What is character? 
How do I form character? 
Why does character matter? 
 
WHAT IS CHARACTER? 
Character: the mental and moral qualities distinctive to an individual  
 
Greek has two words for “character”: 
Εθοσ ethos: the guiding beliefs, ideals, or behaviors of a community or ideology 
Χαρακτηρας characteras:      
A characteristic trait or manner 
A mark or impression, an engraving 
 
Character is both the marks left on our life by our relationships and experiences as well as the marks we leave on 
the lives of others. 
 
Our character is formed both externally by the people and circumstances around us, and internally by our responses 
to those people and circumstances. 
 
Character is the part of your being you hope never becomes a “used to be.” 
 

HOW DO I FORM CHARACTER? 
Forming character takes work. 
 
“Nothing easy forms us. So, everything that forms 
us in some respect is hard.”  Andy Crouch, TechWise Family 
 
Character is formed by everything. 
 
Character is only formed in the present. 
 

WHY DOES CHARACTER MATTER? 
Because you have big decisions to make. 
Because the decisions you make will leave a mark on other people. 
 
What kind of a mark are you going to leave? 
 

Sermon Notes



YOUR MOVE 

1) Call someone a couple decades older than you and ask them, “What was one of the most 
formative experiences of your life?”  Then sit and listen. 

2) Here is a list of the good character qualities we are planning to discuss over the next eight weeks. 

Presence 
Patience 
Justice 
Humility 
Perseverance 
Faith 
Hope  
Love 
 
Spend some thing thinking about, journaling, or talking with a trusted friend about these two questions: 
Where in my life do I most desire to grow in character? 
Why? 
 
3) Consider creating a habit of praying this prayer over the next eight weeks of this sermon series: 

God, give me the desire,  
give me the courage, and  
show me the way to grow.  
Amen 


