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Acts 28:17-30  
How do you define success? 
 
Paul was incredibly successful. 
 

Acts 28:17–30 
 
Acts 28:22 
 
Acts 28:23–24 
 
Acts 28:30–31 

 
We remember Paul as a man who was clearly successful. What was his definition of success? 
 

Luke 19:35–41 
 
Matthew 20:26–28 
 
Acts 20:24 

 
Success is doing what God designed you to do with your life. 
 
Success is living with focus. 
 
Your Move 
 
Write your own eulogy.  
 
Think about your own funeral.  What do you want people say about you?  How do you hope to be remembered? 
 
Thinking about the way we would like to be remembered at the end of our lives clarifies the way God is calling us to 
live right now. 
 
Are you successful?  
 
Response activity: write your own eulogy 
 
What do you need to change in your present life so that the things you envision are true at the end of your life? 
 
What could you do today, this week, this month, and this year to start building more of the life you envision? 

Sermon Notes



 
Part 25: Palm Sunday 

Acts 28:17-30 

Introduction:

There are many ways to define success.  What are some of the most common definitions of success you see in the world 
around you? (Note - these definitions may be explicit or implicit in people’s language, actions, or assumptions). 
 

Who are some of the people you think of as typifying success according to these various definitions?  These could be 
people you know personally or public figures. 
 

Acts 28:17-30 
 
The author Luke ends the book of Acts with an almost triumphal note about Paul’s final years.  Describe the success Paul 
had at the end of his life. 
 

Yet, Paul was also clearly in challenging circumstances as well.  Describe the numerous challenges Paul encountered in the 
final few years of his life. 

 
Would you consider Paul to have lived a successful life? 

 
Karl suggested this definition of success: Success is doing what God designed you to do with your life.  
 Do you agree with that definition?  Is it helpful to you?  Why or why not? 
 

Considering the many definitions of success you already discussed, which of those do you find most appealing (or tempt-
ing) to pursue in your life?  How would a different definition of success change the way you evaluate your life? 
 

Your Move 
 
Karl suggested a response activity - to write your own eulogy, describing how you want to be remembered.  Did you 
complete that activity?  If so, share what the experience of writing your own eulogy was like.   
 

If you haven’t done it yet, what do you think it would be like to go through that exercise?   How might it help you get a 
clearer definition of success for your life?  How will this exercise clarify the focus God is inviting you to have in your life? 
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