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Acts 25:13 - 26:32  

Festus Has a Problem
Doesn’t understand the accusation
Threat to his political career
Needs an “insider’s” wisdom

 

We Need Some Context
Who is Agrippa and how can he help?
Why does Paul consider himself “fortunate” to make his defense against Agrippa?

Power of a Testimony
Paul’s Story
Paul’s Hope
Paul’s Vision
Paul’s Invitation

Last week: Paul finds clarity because of his focus. He takes the opportunity in front of him!

This week: His vision gives him VISION. Instead of taking advantage of Festus’ problem, He offers THE REAL 
solution!

Your Move
Who needs to hear your story?
Who needs hope?
Who needs to encounter Jesus?

“I give this my testimony, while I breathe upon the earth, that I shall stand for God and Truth.”
Margaret Fell (1614-1702)

Sermon Notes



 
Part 23 Paul Speaks Before Agrippa

Acts 25:13 - 26:32  

Introduction:
Imprisonment is not new to Paul. He has experienced short and long imprisonments several times in his career as a mis-
sionary apostle. It was the price he paid for preaching and living out the Gospel. Following Jesus is a risk! The Kingdom of 
God is contrary to the kingdom of this world. 

The secular authorities who presided over the accusations made against Paul were often confused as to the “crime” Paul 
was being accused of. These authorities were caught between pleasing the people and promoting the law. Every time Paul 
was given the opportunity to defend himself, he chose to defend the Gospel instead. These moments in court allow the 
reader to see the contrast between the Gospel of the Kingdom and the politics of the Roman empire.

Have you ever found yourself misunderstood by those who cannot understand why you are so devoted to following 
Christ? Have they expressed their confusion to you? Has anyone ever asked you, “what if you’re wasting your time on a 
religion?”

Read Acts 25:13 - 26:32
Who’s Listening?
• List all the “types of people” mentioned by Luke in Acts 25:23
• Why does Festus need their help? (See verses 24-27)
• According to Paul, how is Agrippa different from Felix, Festus and other secular authorities? (See verses 26:1-3)

What’s the value of a testimony?
In small groups share the value and importance of the Gospel being shared in conjunction with a personal testimony.

• Notice Paul’s reasoning for why he is so committed to the Gospel (See 26:19)
• Notice Festus’ objection and accusation to Paul’s defense (26:24)
• How does Paul’s personal testimony strengthen his reason for why he preaches “the message of light to his own 

people and to the Gentiles?”

Pair share how your testimony or life with Christ might sound “insane” to those who do not believe?

How do people respond to the Gospel?
Read I Corinthians 1:22-24. Notice how Festus reflects a “Greek” response to the Gospel and Agrippa reflects a “Jewish” 
response to the Gospel. But I Corinthians also makes it clear that there will be plenty who will respond to Christ and 
see him as “the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

In pairs, share why you have chosen to accept the Gospel instead of rejecting it. What compelled you to accept Christ?

Study Guide



Your Move
Response Activities

Prayer List - In Acts 26:29, Paul says to King Agrippa “I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me 
today may become what I am…” Who is he? He is a man who has encountered Christ. Is the Holy Spirit prompting you 
to pray for someone’s conversion? Who needs an encounter with Christ? Make a list of those who the Holy Spirit bring 
to your mind. Pray for their salvation!

Prepare and Share your Testimony - In Colossians 4:2-6, Paul encourages the Christians to find opportunities to share 
their testimony in a wise and winsome way. If a neighbor or friend gave you the opportunity to share the Gospel through 
your testimony, what would you say? Like Paul, what evidence would you give for why you have chosen to faithfully follow 
Jesus. Write it down, practice it with a family member. Use a 3x5 card to outline your testimony with the message of the 
Gospel. Practice being ready and then take a risk!

Listen - Though Luke does not explicitly state it in the text, Paul had a lot of time in prison to listen. Listen to the other 
prisoners, listen to his accusers, listen to the authorities, listen to the Lord. While this time of physical distancing lasts, 
make the most of your time to listen. There are a lot of people out there who are physically and spiritually isolated and 
have no one to truly listen to their hearts, their worries, their hopes. Be the one who listens to the Lord so that you may 
then listen to your neighbor, your friend, your spouse, your parent, the stranger. What a gift it is to experience the peace-
ful presence of a Christ-following listener!


