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Introduction
Where are you experiencing division in your life? What are you doing about it?

Acts 15
Part 1: Division in Antioch

Division is debilitating.

It destroys our chances of success. 

It degrades the impact of success.

Part 2: Discernment in Jerusalem 
Discernment is liberating.

In division we can look at each other in anger or away from each other in apathy.

In discernment we look together in expectation.

Discernment frees us from bondage to division. 

Part 3: Making Peace
Encouragement is powerful and motivating.

It lowers temperatures and opens opportunities. 

Encouragement was a powerful tool for the church in
Antioch to move from division to peace. 

When you are part of an empowered community
you have powerful tools.

Your Move:
Where are you experiencing division in your life?
What are you doing to make peace?
Where are you focusing on the frailty of the world over the power of God?
What specific action can you take this week to create peace where there is currently division?
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ONE CHURCH: Part 16 “Dealing with Division”

Acts 15

Introduction:
Where are you experiencing division in your life?

What do you tend to do in the face of conflict or division? Confront it? Ignore it? Talk with someone about it? Other?

Acts 15
Briefly retell the story of the conflict in the church in Antioch.

In your own words, what is the heart of the division?

How do you think Gentile believers felt when some people said they needed to start keeping all the Jewish laws to 
follow Christ? If you were one of the Jewish Christians arguing that the Gentiles must keep all the Law of Moses, what 
might it feel like for you to see new Christians ignoring these customs that mean so much to you?

Karl identified three parts to the story in Acts 15: division in Antioch, discernment in Jerusalem, and making peace. Here 
is the main point he made for each part of the story:

1) Division is debilitating.
2) Discernment is liberating.
3) Encouragement is powerful and motivating.

Which of these three points stood out to you and why?

When have you experienced the power of encouragement? Do you agree that encouragement is as powerful as this 
story suggests?

Where in your life are you focusing on the challenges around you instead of the power of God with you?

Your Move:
What specific actions could you take in your own life to help heal the wounds of division
and to create peace where there is now division? Try and name at least one specific thing you could do this week.
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