
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 14: Barnabas and Paul in Lystra 
Acts 14:11-18 

 
Introduction: 
 
You’ve probably heard the expression “meet them where they are.”  Describe an experience 
where someone “met you where you were”?   
 
After a few people have shared their experiences, describe how you feel when someone 
“meets you where you are.”  What adjectives would you use to describe the experience?  Based 
on that, how would you explain what it means to try and “meet someone where they are”? 
 
Read Acts 14:11-18 
 
In his sermon, Karl stalked about the writings of the Roman authors, Strabo and Ovid.   
 
How does background content like this help you better understand the story in Acts 14?  In 
general, how helpful is it to understand some of the history and context of the Bible?  Share any 
specific examples that come to mind.   
 
Just as we study the context of the Bible to better understand it, Paul demonstrated that he 
understood the context of the people with whom he shared the good news of Christ.  We see 
this in Acts 14 when Paul rightly understands the religious beliefs of the people of Lystra.  In the 
sermon, Karl identified three way to similarly understand context in our own relationships and 
conversations: 

1) Interrupt broken conversations. 
2) Ask context questions like: 

a. What is the question behind the question? 
b. What is the belief behind the action? 
c. What is the story behind the experience? 

3) Begin the conversation at the beginning. 
 
How might these approaches and questions change the nature of a conversation or relationship 
you have? In what situations or relationships do you think these would be particularly 
necessary or helpful? 
 
 
 



Your Move: 
 
Think of a person in your life with whom you have had conversations about faith or other 
weighty matters in life, i.e. anyone with whom your conversations often go beyond small talk.  
Consider making these two commitments: 

1) To pray for opportunities to continue having faith conversations. 
2) To purposefully seek to learn more about the context of their life so you can more 

effectively continue these conversations with them. 
 
 
 


