
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part 4: Ananias and Sapphira     
Acts 5:1-11          
 
Background 
Read Acts 2: 44-47.  This is important background for our passage in Acts 5:1-11 
 
 
Introduction 
This week’s passage is strange, even unsettling.  Karl spoke on the story of of Ananias and 
Sapphira.  What details do you remember from the story? Begin your discussion by retelling 
the story as a group and in your own words. 
 
 
Read Acts 5:1-11 
What is your reaction to this story?  Take time for group members to express any questions, 
observations, discomfort, or other reactions they had when reading the story. 
 
 
 
Ananias and Sapphira received severe consequences for their actions. What did Karl say about 
why the consequences were so severe?  Is this explanation satisfying?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
Karl explained how our actions flow from the contents of our hearts.  Have you experienced 
this to be true?  Share some examples of times you saw the “overflow of the heart” result in 
words or actions, either in your life or in someone else’s life. 
 
 
 
Everybody is full of it  
Think about one’s life being “filled” by something - whether something good or bad. Do you 
believe this idea accurately explains the way people act and make decisions?  Why or why 
not? 
 
 
 
The important question is What are we full of?  Scripture says we can be filled with the love of 
God or filled with evil desires.  For personal reflection, think about your actions in the last few 
weeks.  Do they give evidence of being filled with God’s love or with evil desires? 
 



In this study, we have talked about the core identity of the Church.  In Acts 2:42 we read about 
the Church’s devotion to scripture, community, generosity, and prayer.  Which of these 
practices do you need to focus on in order to continue living a life filled with the Spirit of God?  
If one specific practice stands out, why do you think that one in particular needs more attention 
in your life? 
 
 
What is a specific next step you can take to be more filled with God’s presence in your life?  
Share this next step with the group.  If you are comfortable, consider asking the entire group, 
or possibly just one or two friends, to follow up with you to see how you are doing in taking this 
next step.  


