
Part 2: Four Characteristics of the ChurchPart 2: Four Characteristics of the Church

Review:Review:
Last week, we talked about the ONE desire God invites us to make central in our lives -  the desire to live every Last week, we talked about the ONE desire God invites us to make central in our lives -  the desire to live every 
moment with God.  Jesus described this priority in John 15 by inviting people to “remain in him.”  Take a mo-moment with God.  Jesus described this priority in John 15 by inviting people to “remain in him.”  Take a mo-
ment to think back over the past week. Can you identify a moment when you had an inner desire that clearly ment to think back over the past week. Can you identify a moment when you had an inner desire that clearly 
guided your outward actions or choices?  Take a moment and have a few group members share their story.guided your outward actions or choices?  Take a moment and have a few group members share their story.

Then, share answers to these questions: What was the desire?  What was the action that resulted? What obser-Then, share answers to these questions: What was the desire?  What was the action that resulted? What obser-
vations can you make about why that desire motivated you so clearly?  vations can you make about why that desire motivated you so clearly?  

Read Acts 2:36-47:Read Acts 2:36-47:

In Acts chapter 2, Peter is addressing a group of Jews.  He emphasizes the clear need for repentance, receiving In Acts chapter 2, Peter is addressing a group of Jews.  He emphasizes the clear need for repentance, receiving 
the Holy Spirit, and proclaiming their faith through baptism.  If you haven’t had these foundational experiences the Holy Spirit, and proclaiming their faith through baptism.  If you haven’t had these foundational experiences 
of faith, please reach out to a pastor or your Life Group leader. to talk with them more.  They would love to talk of faith, please reach out to a pastor or your Life Group leader. to talk with them more.  They would love to talk 
with you!with you!

We read about four practices that characterized the early Christian community.  The early Jesus followers were We read about four practices that characterized the early Christian community.  The early Jesus followers were 
“devoted” to these four things.  Their devotion was so significant that people around them were “in awe” and “devoted” to these four things.  Their devotion was so significant that people around them were “in awe” and 
the Church enjoyed “favor with all people.”  the Church enjoyed “favor with all people.”  

When you hear the word, “devotion” what are some things that first come to mind?When you hear the word, “devotion” what are some things that first come to mind?

 What are some ways modern-day believers express their “devotion” to these four Christian practices? What are some ways modern-day believers express their “devotion” to these four Christian practices?

The Apostles’ teaching:The Apostles’ teaching:

Fellowship:Fellowship:

Breaking of bread:Breaking of bread:

Prayer:Prayer:

ONE CHURCH: A Study of the Book of Acts



Consider your own life. In which of these ways do you devote yourself to these practices?  

Your Move:

In which of these four areas do you feel you need greater devotion?  What would be the benefits of having great-
er devotion in this/these areas?

What are hindrances to greater devotion in this/these areas?

What resources do you have available that could help you? (Remember, there are lots of resources available 
through CCC.  Any leader or staff member would love to help connect you with tools to help on this journey of 
faith.)  

What is a tangible next step you could take to pursue this growth in this area this week? 

Take some time to pray that God will help you and others in your Life Group to grow in these areas.


