
 

 
WELCOME!  

We are glad you are joining us.  
 

October 31, 2021  
 

Worship Team led by Matt Thulson  
Message by Karl Helvig 

 
Prayer Focus 

Trading certainty for trust. 
 

YIELD  
Part 6: Learning A New Way  

 Joshua 10:16–12:24  
  
  
INTRODUCTION  
  
Language and story are always contextual.  
  
If you want to understand history, current events, yourself, and especially the Bible, you must always 
study, learn about, and come to understand the context.  
  
  
JOSHUA 10:16–12:24  
  
What is the context of ancient warfare?  

A nation wins a war because their god is stronger.  
Warfare was commonplace.  
Warfare was brutal.  

  
What is the story actually about?  

God’s desire to bless all people.  
A God who challenges humanity towards greater mercy and justice.  
Trusting God’s ways over our ways.  

  
What do I do with this?  

Trust God’s methods instead of our own.  
  
  



 
 
YOUR MOVE  
  
How can you take your power and lay it down?  
  
Remember the three spiritual practices that help us yield our hearts to God:  

Meditate on God’s Word  
Practice Curiosity  
Cultivate Joy  

  
When we lay down our power in our relationships with one another and instead seek others’ good, we 
are cultivating joy.  
  
Do you trust God’s ways?  
  



 
 

Part 6: Learning A New Way  
Joshua 10:16–12:24 

  
INTRODUCTION  
  
This section of Joshua is just tough. It talks about five kings who were great examples of how NOT to 
yield your heart to God. In order to begin to understand this passage, it is so important to understand 
the context. Language and story are always contextual.  
  
Have you ever experienced not understanding something because it was taken out of context? Has 
something you’ve said ever been taken out of context and misunderstood by someone else?  
  
JOSHUA 10:16–12:24  
  
Summarize the main events in these chapters.   
  
After reading this passage, quickly jot down some things that stood out to you. What made them stand 
out?  
  
Karl laid out these three crucial questions in the sermon:  

• What is the context of ancient warfare? (commonplace, brutal, the winner had 
the stronger god)  
• What is the story actually about? (mercy, Israel trusting God’s ways)  
• What do I do with this? (trust that God’s way of brokenness, humiliation and 
defeat work when God is working through it)  

  
YOUR MOVE – Cultivate Joy  
  
Here’s my challenge to you this week. Think of someone in your life with whom you have 
conflict. Call that person to mind. I want you to spend time imagining that person with the same love 
and joy that you would have when you see your own child running toward you.  
  
Our world says that when we have conflict or disagreement, we need to win the argument, defeat the 
opponent, overcome the problem. What if instead we took the way of the cross?  
  
The only question really is … Do you trust God’s ways?  
  
 


