
 

 
WELCOME!  

We are glad you are joining us.  
 

October 17, 2021  
 

Worship Team led by David Dillon  
Message by Karl Helvig 

 
Prayer Focus 

Psalm 103 
 

YIELD  
Part 4: Jericho, Achan, and Ai 

 Joshua 5:13–8:35  
  
  
INTRODUCTION   
  
How do I yield my heart to God?  
  
Or is there a question behind the question?   
  
Is this a God to whom I even want to yield?  
  
JOSHUA 5–8  
  
The Story  
  
Whose side is God on? Neither.  
  
Defeat of Jericho vs. Defeat by Ai  
What’s the difference? Being devoted to the Lord.  
  
The Problem  
  
How do I reconcile the God of grace and mercy with the God in these stories?  

State the problem.  
Identify the stakes.  
Make the argument.  

  
State the problem  

I don’t like it.  
This appears contradictory.  
This is unjust.  

  
How high are the stakes?  

People reject God because of this.  
We often experience dissonance.  



 
  
Make the argument.  

Jericho was a military outpost.  
There may not have been any non-combatants present.  
Non-combatants were given a chance to leave safely  
  

The Solution  
  
For the people to whom this was written, in these stories, God is depicted as a God for whom justice 
and mercy are equal for all.  
  
Scripture has a trajectory where God is always revealing himself to people in the context of their own 
language, culture and time.  
  
God always challenges humanity towards greater justice and mercy.  
  
YOUR MOVE  
  
Remember the three spiritual practices that help us yield our hearts to God:  

Meditate on God’s Word  
Practice Curiosity  
Cultivate Joy  

  
Do you have any problems with God?  
  
Consider leaning into a holy curiosity, wondering what God is up to even when you can’t see it.  
  



 
 

Part 4: Jericho, Achan, and Ai  
Joshua 5:13–8:35  

  
INTRODUCTION  
  
Joshua chapters five through eight talk about the military conquest by Israel of the cities of Jericho and 
Ai. These texts have often been cited as reasons not to believe in the God of the Bible. What have been 
some of your thoughts or feelings about these stories?  
  
Have you known people for whom these stories were significantly troubling or problematic as they 
considered what they believed about God?  
  
How problematic has this been for you in your faith?  
  
JOSHUA 5–8  
  
Summarize the main events in these chapters.  
  
What stands out to you about the connection of these stories: the fall of Jericho, Israel defeated by Ai, 
the sin of Achan, and Ai defeated by Israel?  
  
Karl outlined these historical, contextual, and archeological ideas in the sermon:  

• Jericho and Ai were likely military outposts, not major cities.  
• There is no evidence that any non-combatants – other than Rahab – were actually present.  
• Any other non-combatants would have had the opportunity to flee before the actual battle.  
• The phrase, “all the men and women” actually just means, “Everyone” and doesn’t imply the 

presence of women or children.  
• In ancient culture, Israel's practices of warfare would have seemed much more just and even 

merciful than many other nations of the time.  
  
Reflect on your reaction to this information.  Is it persuasive?  Do you think it would be meaningful to 
people for whom these stores are deeply problematic?  
  
YOUR MOVE – Practice Curiosity  
  
The sermon introduced the idea of “trajectory.”  Scripture shows a God who reveals himself on a 
historical trajectory, always moving cultures towards greater mercy and grace, justice and peace.   What 
would be the next steps in that trajectory in our modern world?  
  
What would be the next steps of that trajectory in your own life?  
  
 


