This Connection Church Membership Covenant is birthed out of our love for the church body
and its individual members, whom we hope will experience the fullness of joy which is found in
the presence of the Lord. The primary purpose of this covenant is to serve as a teaching
document with three functions:
• To clarify the biblical obligations and expectations for both the elders of Connection Church
and the individual members of Connection Church body (Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Cor.
5:11-13).
• To establish teaching and doctrinal parameters for the Connection Church body.
• To serve as a tool for reflection and growth toward holiness.
Each of these functions is in accordance with the document’s overall vision to provide an
accessible explanation of the Scriptures in hopes that Connection Church would grow in the
grace and truth of Jesus Christ.
This Connection Church Membership Covenant is comprised of a section on the Church, the
nature of covenants, the Statement of Basic Beliefs, the Statement of Theological Distinctives,
the obligations of Connection Church elders to Connection Church body and the obligations of
members to Connection Church body.
What is the Church?
The church exists for the display of the glory of God, because all things exist for His glory.
Those of us who trust in and follow Jesus are caught up in something much bigger than
ourselves. We have graciously been invited into God’s redemptive purposes in the world.
Since the beginning, God has been creating and calling forth His people for the display of His
glory in a grand narrative of redemption and reconciliation. Though creation now suﬀers the
curse of Genesis 3, the gospel is the means by which the world is being made right. The
gospel also carries with it the promise of ultimate renewal, a restoration even more glorious
than Eden, and thus believers eagerly anticipate the return of Christ. The Church universal (i.e.,
all believers, everywhere) is the means by which God is fulfilling His purposes in the world (2
Cor. 5:17-20). The Church universal is being used to write God’s beautiful and dramatic story of
redemption and reconciliation. In light of this reality, the opportunity to join a local church body
(i.e., a particular group of believers in a particular locale) is much more than a commitment to
consistent attendance or active involvement in community. It is also a sacred call to be
involved in the redemptive work of our sovereign God to push back the darkness of a fallen
world through the power of the Holy Spirit with the light of His Son, Jesus Christ.
The church is the gathering of the redeemed, the household of God (Eph. 2:19), the bride of
Christ (Rev. 21:2,9) and the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-31). First Corinthians 12 speaks of
many members within the same body. Just as a human body relies upon mutual dependence
of individual members for proper functioning, so the body of Christ requires sacrificial and
responsible service by its individual members. As the Scriptures say, “The eye cannot say to
the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’” (1
Cor. 12:21). Likewise, a member of the church cannot say to another member that he or she is
unnecessary. We all have gifts that diﬀer according to the gracious provision of the Holy Spirit
(Rom. 12:3- 8). Contrary to the beliefs of our culture, we need each other.
Membership at Connection is participation in a family, a microcosm of the universal household
of God. All members are united to Christ and thus to each other. Unity within the church is
expressed in love for God and a love for others, both those within the family and those who are
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not. Because of the identification of Christ with His Church, Christians are expected to display
His gospel in a manner which is worthy of Him (Eph.4:1).
What is a Covenant?
A covenant is generally defined as “a written agreement or promise usually under seal between
two or more parties especially for the performance of some action1.” Within the Scriptures, we
find a number of examples of covenants, some between God and man (Gen. 6, 9, 15; Ezek. 20;
Hos. 2; Jer. 31; Matt. 26), while others are solely between men (1 Sam. 18; 2 Sam. 5). In some
covenants, one party binds himself or herself to fulfill the obligations of both sides of the
agreement. In others, the parties are reciprocally bound to adhere to the obligations. While
God’s covenant with the Church universal is an example of the former, the local church
covenant represents the latter. If at any time one of the parties of this church covenant
continues in a state of unfaithfulness to its provisions, the other party is both hindered from
fulfilling their obligations as well as released from some of those obligations.
The covenant of Connection Church contains many conditions that are actually general Biblical
obligations. For example, all Christians, whether members of Connection Church or elsewhere,
are required to submit to the Scriptures, pursue holiness, steward resources, etc. Such
requirements are universal obligations for the Christ-follower, regardless of any failure on the
part of local church to live up to her covenant obligations.
If at any time an individual member feels as though the corporate church body is not remaining
faithful to the requirements of the covenant, it is the responsibility of the individual member to
lovingly and humbly express concerns to the leadership of the church. If the church elders are
unwilling to change and pursue covenant faithfulness, then the member is freed from his or her
membership obligations and encouraged to seek membership elsewhere given the church’s
disobedience. In addition, certain circumstances may provide suﬃcient and righteous grounds
to transfer membership elsewhere.
While language here focuses primarily on the responsibilities between the individual parties, the
corporate church body, her elders and her individual members; the covenant is first and
foremost an acknowledgement of general Christian obligations and an agreement to enter into
those duties for God’s glory and the good of the body and bride of His Son.
Statement of Basic Beliefs
The gospel is the hope of the world. As we read the Scriptures, we see the overarching themes
of God’s providence, power and provision to reconcile mankind and the created world to
Himself through the Person and work of Jesus Christ. In light of this, we aim to be explicitly
gospel- centered in all that we preach, teach and practice.
I believe...
• the Scriptures are true, authoritative and suﬃcient (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter
1:20-21).
• there is only one true God, Creator of heaven and earth, who eternally exists in three distinct
Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:5-6, 46:9-10; John 17:3; 1
Corinthians 8:4-6; 1 Timothy 2:5; Genesis 1:26; Psalm 45:6-7, 110:1; Matthew 3:13-17,
28:17-20; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6).

Inc Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Includes Index., 10th ed. (Spring eld, Mass., U.S.A.:
Merriam-Webster, 1996, c1993).
1
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• all things exist for the glory of God (Psalm 148; Proverbs 16:4; Isaiah 61:3; Romans 11:33-36;
1 Corinthians 10:31; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Ephesians 1:3-14).
• all humanity, Christ excluded, is sinful by both birth and action2 (Genesis 6:5; Psalm 51:5;
Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:23, 5:8, 5:12-21, 7:18; Ephesians 2:1-3).
• the deserved penalty for sin is physical and spiritual death (Genesis 2:15-17, 3:19; Romans
5:12, 6:23; James 1:14-15).
• Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, was born of a virgin and is both fully God and fully
human (Matthew 1:20; Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4, 14; Colossians 1:15- 20; Hebrews 1:1-3).
• Jesus Christ died as the sacrificial substitute to pay the penalty for sin (John 1:29, 10:1-18;
Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 3:18).
• Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead, ascended into heaven and will one day physically
return (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 1:20-21:25, 14:3; 1 Corinthians
15:12-34; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 1:7).
• there will be a future physical resurrection of the dead. Only those who turn from sin and to
Jesus in faith and repentance will be raised to eternal reward.3 Those who do not turn from
sin and to Jesus will be raised to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts
24:15).
• only through faith in the Person and work of Jesus Christ and repentance from sin can one
be reconciled to God and experience true life and joy (John 3:18, 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans
3:21-26; 1 Timothy 2:5-6).
Statement of Theological Distinctives
While the doctrines expressed in the Statement of Basic Beliefs are recognized to be universal
and primary within the Church, there are a number of secondary beliefs that we are passionate
to proclaim. Not all Christians hold these beliefs, but they are nonetheless important and true
as we understand the Scriptures and defend them with conviction. Complete agreement is not
required for the sake of membership, but it should be known that we will preach, teach and
counsel in accordance with these convictions.
These distinctives represent five areas of doctrine and practice:
The emphasis upon the relationship of God’s glory to man’s joy
The sovereignty of God in saving sinners
The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit for life and ministry
The equality of male and female, the complementary roles of men and women, and the
principle of male servant leadership
• Baptism of the Believer by immersion
•
•
•
•

Finally, I understand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be diligent to
preserve unity and peace; I will adhere to the Statement of Basic Beliefs and I will not be
divisive over these theological distinctives.
Biblical Obligations of Connection Church
Elders to Connection Church Body

We recognize that Adam and Eve were not “born” and were not created sinful; rather, they became sinful through
their action.
2

This is not intended to deny the salvation of Old Testament saints but is instead a recognition that they were saved
through faith in Jesus Christ, though the content of that faith was less clear than it is for us on this side of the cross
and resurrection.
3

3 of 28

As shepherds and overseers of a local church, elders are entrusted with protecting, leading,
equipping and caring for the corporate church body and her individual members. The following
is a rather extensive overview of the requirements for elders as spelled out within the
Scriptures.
The elders covenant...
• to appoint elders and deacons, including staﬀ members who serve in these of ces, according
to the criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter
5:1-4).
• to prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community and steward her resources to the
best of our ability based on our study of the Scriptures and following of the Spirit (Acts 20:28;
1 Peter 5:1-4).
• to care for the church and seek her growth in grace, truth and love (Matthew 28:16-20;
Ephesians 4:15-16; Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4).
• to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 1 Timothy 4:16;
2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1).
• to equip the members of the church for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16).
• to be on guard against false teachers and teachings (Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Timothy
1:3-7; 1 John 4:1).
• to lovingly exercise discipline when necessary, for the glory of God, the good of the one
disciplined and the health of the church as a whole (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5;
Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20).
• to set an example and join members in fulfilling the obligations of church membership stated
below (Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter 5:3).
Biblical Obligations of the Members to Connection Church Body
As those who have experienced the grace of a life changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ, we
have the opportunity to reflect the character of Christ through the pursuit of certain attitudes
and actions and the rejection of others. The Scriptures refer to this reality as “living by the
Spirit” (Rom. 8). The requirements of the Membership Covenant are in no way intended as an
addition to the biblical obligations of a believer. Rather, this document functions primarily as an
accessible yet non-exhaustive explanation of what the Scriptures teach about the obedience
that faith produces.
I covenant...
• to submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final arbiter on all issues (Psalm 119; 2
Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21).
• to pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship and practice
of spiritual disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Ephesians 5:1-21; 1
Thessalonians 5:12-22).
• to follow the command and example of Jesus by participating in the ordinances prescribed to
His Church:
• by being baptized after my conversion.
• by regularly remembering and celebrating the person and work of Christ through
communion.
• to regularly participate in the life of Connection Church by attending weekly services,
belonging to a Gospel Community, and serving those within and outside of this church (Acts
2:42-47; Hebrews 10:23-25; Titus 3:14).
• to steward the resources God has given me, including time, talents, spiritual gifts, and
finances. This includes regular financial giving, service and participation in community that is
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•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

sacrificial, cheerful and voluntary (Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 1
Peter 4:10-11).
by God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit, to walk in holiness in all areas of life as
an act of worship to Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13-16, 4:1-3). Believers should strive to put
certain attitudes and actions to death while stirring and stimulating love and good deeds
through the Spirit. Below are a few examples of actions addressed in the Scriptures:
I will practice complete chastity unless married and, if married, complete fidelity within
heterosexual and monogamous marriage. Complete chastity and fidelity means, among other
things, that regardless of my marital status, I will pursue purity and abstain from sexually
immoral practices such as adultery, homosexuality, premarital sex, and pornography
(Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20, 10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8;
Hebrews 13:4).
I will seek to preserve the gift of marriage and agree to walk through the steps of marriage
reconciliation at Connection Church before pursuing divorce from my spouse (Matthew
19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; for the role of the church in the
process of divorce, see Paul’s concern for the resolution of legal matters within the assembly
of the church in 1 Corinthians 6).
I will refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, gossip and other sinful behavior as the Bible
dictates (Romans 1:28-32, 13:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:18; James 3:3-18).
to refrain from such activities that the Scriptures would deem foolish (Romans 14:14-23).
to take seriously the responsibility of Christian freedom, especially actions or situations that
could present a stumbling block to another (1 Corinthians 8:1-13).
to submit to the discipline of God through His Holy Spirit by:
following the biblical procedures for church discipline where sin is evident in another—the
hope of such discipline being repentance and restoration.
receiving righteous and loving discipline when approached biblically by fellow believers
(Psalm 141:5; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Hebrews 12:5-11).
to do the following when I sin :
• confess my sin to God and to fellow believers.
• repent of my sin, believe the Good News of God’s forgiveness, and seek help to put my sin
to death (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; James 5:16; 1 John 1:6-10).
to submit to the elders and other appointed leaders of the church and diligently strive for
unity and peace within the church (Ephesians 4:1-3; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5).
to do the following should I desire to leave the church for righteous reasons:
• to notify my Gospel Community leader and elders.
• to seek another church with which I can carry out my biblical responsibilities as a believer.
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Practicum - Writing Your Conversion Story - Your Story of Grace
Because each Christian’s ability to communicate how they entered into a relationship with Christ
is vitally important, we want everyone who wishes to pursue membership with Connection
Church to write out their personal testimony.
Your testimony is the story of how you came into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Each person’s story is unique and no two are the same.
While there are many ways to do this, here are some helpful thoughts to get you started. Many
have found it easier to write their story of grace by breaking down their testimony into the
following four stages.
Write a four-paragraph essay describing how God brought you to saving faith in Christ, following
the adapted outline below (from the booklet What is True Conversion? by Stephen Smallman)
Paragraph 1 - Starting With Your Story - Before you accepted Christ:
• Our experience of conversion is Trinitarian, starting with the mysterious working of the Holy
Spirit, who leads us to faith in the Son, who helps us know the love of the Father (1
Corinthians 12:3).
• Write About Your Own Story: Describe the early stages of your spiritual journey. What kind of
religious background did you have? What circumstances did God use to cause you to become
more open to Him and to His gospel?
• Describe your value system, motivations and lifestyle prior to your conversion. Identify the
events and circumstances that caused you to consider Jesus Christ as the solution to your
spiritual need, and ultimately led to your decision to follow Him. In some cases, this process
may have taken place over a long period of time.
Paragraph 2 - Effectual Calling - Circumstances surrounding you placing your trust in
Christ:
• We are able to open our hearts to Christ because the Holy Spirit is working in us. The Holy
Spirit both persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ by faith. God Almighty moves
directly on the soul and makes a person alive in Christ.
• How did God start to pursue you? How did you begin to experience conviction of sin and your
sense of need? What did the Holy Spirit use to bring you to the point of conversion?
• As much as possible, be very specific, and try to avoid overly religious wording, clichés, or
generalities (“born again,” “asked Jesus into my heart,” “washed in blood,” etc.), as this will
prepare you to communicate your story more clearly and authentically to your friends who
may not know Jesus.
Paragraph 3 - Understanding, Believing, and Responding to the Gospel:
• In your own words, what is the Gospel? That is, what is it that God has accomplished for you
in Jesus Christ, and where do you fit into that greater story?
• What does it mean to be “saved”? Saved from what? Saved to What?
• Describe the Object of your faith.
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• True Conversion could be described as “embracing Jesus Christ as he is freely offered to us
in the gospel.” A person can be spiritually alive but not yet converted – an “awakened sinner”.
There is always a public aspect to true conversion. In the New Testament, this is signified by
baptism.
• When and how did you find yourself “embracing Jesus Christ” in a personal way? Are you
confident you’ve experienced true conversion, or is the category “awakened sinner” more
accurate?
Paragraph 4 - Loved by God the Father - How your life has changed as a result:
• Conversion assumes turning to walk on a new path. Adoption (relating to God as Father) is
the highest privilege the gospel offers. Through adoption, we become part of a new spiritual
family called the church.
• How is your new life in Christ changing you? What spiritual fruit are you seeing in your life?
How has conversion changed your affection for Jesus, your love for God as Father, and your
experience of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit?
• Describe the difference Christ has made in your thinking, motivation, values, and actions. For
some, this may be a dramatic change from the “before” description. For others who accepted
Christ at an early age, this step will allow you to think through and describe how your life is
different than what it could have been and to describe the transformation that is continuing to
take place in your life. In either case, please state what assurances that you have of
forgiveness and eternal life.
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Appendix 1 - Connection Church Statement of Faith and Acts 29 Theological
Distinctives

Statement of Faith
Connection Church holds to historic Christian orthodoxy as enshrined in the Apostles’ &
Nicene Creeds.
Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*that is, the true, universal Christian church of all times and all places
Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered and was buried.
8 of 28

The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We aﬃrm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.
Connection Church stands in the tradition of historical evangelical confessionalism.
As a member church of The Gospel Coalition, we embrace its doctrinal statement and
have found it to be a faithful modern articulation of our Protestant and Reformed
heritage:
1. The Tri-une God
We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is
infinitely perfect both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and
invisible, and is therefore worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he
perfectly and exhaustively knows the end from the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules
over all things, and providentially brings about his eternal good purposes to redeem a people
for himself and restore his fallen creation, to the praise of his glorious grace.
2. Revelation
God has graciously disclosed his existence and power in the created order, and has supremely
revealed himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate Word. Moreover,
this God is a speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed himself in human words:
we believe that God has inspired the words preserved in the Scriptures, the sixty-six books of
the Old and New Testaments, which are both record and means of his saving work in the
world. These writings alone constitute the verbally inspired Word of God, which is utterly
authoritative and without error in the original writings, complete in its revelation of his will for
salvation, suﬃcient for all that God requires us to believe and do, and final in its authority over
every domain of knowledge to which it speaks. We confess that both our finitude and our
sinfulness preclude the possibility of knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but we aﬃrm that,
enlightened by the Spirit of God, we can know God’s revealed truth truly. The Bible is to be
believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it
requires; and trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. As God’s people hear, believe,
and do the Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.
3. Creation of Humanity
We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and Eve
belonged to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as God’s
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agents to care for, manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship with their
Maker. Men and women, equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to God by faith
in Christ Jesus and are both called to move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant
private and public engagement in family, church, and civic life. Adam and Eve were made to
complement each other in a one-flesh union that establishes the only normative pattern of
sexual relations for men and women, such that marriage ultimately serves as a type of the
union between Christ and his church. In God’s wise purposes, men and women are not simply
interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in mutually enriching ways. God
ordains that they assume distinctive roles which reflect the loving relationship between Christ
and the church, the husband exercising headship in a way that displays the caring, sacrificial
love of Christ, and the wife submitting to her husband in a way that models the love of the
church for her Lord. In the ministry of the church, both men and women are encouraged to
serve Christ and to be developed to their full potential in the manifold ministries of the people
of God. The distinctive leadership role within the church given to qualified men is grounded in
creation, fall, and redemption and must not be sidelined by appeals to cultural developments.
4. The Fall
We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited his original
blessedness—for himself and all his progeny—by falling into sin through Satan’s temptation.
As a result, all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their being
(e.g., physically, mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned finally and
irrevocably to death—apart from God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all
human beings is to be reconciled to the God under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the
only hope of all human beings is the undeserved love of this same God, who alone can rescue
us and restore us to himself.
5. The Plan of God
We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty
sinners from every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them
and chose them. We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in
Jesus, and that he will one day glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God
commands and implores all people to repent and believe, having set his saving love on those
he has chosen and having ordained Christ to be their Redeemer.
6. The Gospel
We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. Utter folly to
the world, even though it is the power of God to those who are being saved, this good news is
christological, centering on the cross and resurrection: the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is
not proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if his death and resurrection
are not central (the message is: “Christ died for our sins . . . [and] was raised”). This good news
is biblical (his death and resurrection are according to the Scriptures), theological and salvific
(Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to God), historical (if the saving events did not happen,
our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and we are to be pitied more than all others),
apostolic (the message was entrusted to and transmitted by the apostles, who were witnesses
of these saving events), and intensely personal (where it is received, believed, and held firmly,
individual persons are saved).
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7. The Redemption of Christ
We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son became human:
the Word became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two natures. The man
Jesus, the promised Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the miraculous agency of the
Holy Spirit, and was born of the virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a
sinless life, performed miraculous signs, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from
the dead on the third day, and ascended into heaven. As the mediatorial King, he is seated at
the right hand of God the Father, exercising in heaven and on earth all of God’s sovereignty,
and is our High Priest and righteous Advocate. We believe that by his incarnation, life, death,
resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ acted as our representative and substitute. He did
this so that in him we might become the righteousness of God: on the cross he canceled sin,
propitiated God, and, by bearing the full penalty of our sins, reconciled to God all those who
believe. By his resurrection Christ Jesus was vindicated by his Father, broke the power of
death and defeated Satan who once had power over it, and brought everlasting life to all his
people; by his ascension he has been forever exalted as Lord and has prepared a place for us
to be with him. We believe that salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
given under heaven by which we must be saved. Because God chose the lowly things of this
world, the despised things, the things that are not, to nullify the things that are, no human
being can ever boast before him—Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—that is,
our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.
8. The Justification of Sinners
We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those who
are justified. By his sacrifice, he bore in our stead the punishment due us for our sins, making a
proper, real, and full satisfaction to God’s justice on our behalf. By his perfect obedience he
satisfied the just demands of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is
credited to all who trust in Christ alone for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was
given by the Father for us, and his obedience and punishment were accepted in place of our
own, freely and not for anything in us, this justification is solely of free grace, in order that both
the exact justice and the rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners. We
believe that a zeal for personal and public obedience flows from this free justification.
9. The Power of the Holy Spirit
We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is applied
to his people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit glorifies the
Lord Jesus Christ, and, as the other Paraclete, is present with and in believers. He convicts the
world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and by his powerful and mysterious work
regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening them to repentance and faith, and in him they
are baptized into union with the Lord Jesus, such that they are justified before God by grace
alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit's agency, believers are renewed,
sanctified, and adopted into God's family; they participate in the divine nature and receive his
sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit is himself the down payment of the promised
inheritance, and in this age indwells, guides, instructs, equips, revives, and empowers believers
for Christ-like living and service.
10. The Kingdom of God
We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ by
faith and through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight in the
blessings of the new covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation that awakens
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a desire to glorify, trust, and obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be revealed. Good
works constitute indispensable evidence of saving grace. Living as salt in a world that is
decaying and light in a world that is dark, believers should neither withdraw into seclusion from
the world, nor become indistinguishable from it: rather, we are to do good to the city, for all the
glory and honor of the nations is to be oﬀered up to the living God. Recognizing whose created
order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to the household of God. The
kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is the exercise of God’s sovereignty in
the world toward the eventual redemption of all creation. The kingdom of God is an invasive
power that plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and regenerates and renovates through repentance
and faith the lives of individuals rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a
new community of human life together under God.
11. God’s New People
We believe that God’s new covenant people have already come to the heavenly Jerusalem;
they are already seated with Christ in the heavenlies. This universal church is manifest in local
churches of which Christ is the only Head; thus each “local church” is, in fact, the church, the
household of God, the assembly of the living God, and the pillar and foundation of the truth.
The church is the body of Christ, the apple of his eye, graven on his hands, and he has
pledged himself to her forever. The church is distinguished by her gospel message, her sacred
ordinances, her discipline, her great mission, and, above all, by her love for God, and by her
members’ love for one another and for the world. Crucially, this gospel we cherish has both
personal and corporate dimensions, neither of which may properly be overlooked. Christ Jesus
is our peace: he has not only brought about peace with God, but also peace between alienated
peoples. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity, thus making peace, and in
one body to reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God through the cross, by which he put to
death their hostility. The church serves as a sign of God’s future new world when its members
live for the service of one another and their neighbors, rather than for self-focus. The church is
the corporate dwelling place of God’s Spirit, and the continuing witness to God in the world.
12. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordained by the Lord Jesus himself. The
former is connected with entrance into the new covenant community, the latter with ongoing
covenant renewal. Together they are simultaneously God’s pledge to us, divinely ordained
means of grace, our public vows of submission to the once crucified and now resurrected
Christ, and anticipations of his return and of the consummation of all things.
13. The Restoration of All Things
We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his holy
angels, when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be consummated.
We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the unjust to judgment
and eternal conscious punishment in hell, as our Lord himself taught, and the just to eternal
blessedness in the presence of him who sits on the throne and of the Lamb, in the new heaven
and the new earth, the home of righteousness. On that day the church will be presented
faultless before God by the obedience, suﬀering and triumph of Christ, all sin purged and its
wretched eﬀects forever banished. God will be all in all and his people will be enthralled by the
immediacy of his ineﬀable holiness, and everything will be to the praise of his glorious grace.
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As an Acts 29 member church, we aﬃrm the Doctrinal Distinctives of the Acts 29 Church
Planting Network.
Acts 29 is a network of church-planting churches. While we believe it is vital that each local
church determines where they stand on doctrines of second importance, we do wish to make
known our convictions on the following five distinctive theological foundations.
Section 1. We are passionate about Gospel centrality.
We believe the Gospel is the good news of what God has graciously accomplished for sinners
through the sinless life, sacrificial death, and bodily resurrection of His Son, our Savior, Jesus
Christ, namely our forgiveness from sin and complete justification before God; this Gospel is
also the foundation for our confidence in the ultimate triumph of God’s kingdom, and the
consummation of His purpose for all creation in the new heavens and new earth.
This Gospel is centered in Christ, is the foundation for the life of the Church, and is our only
hope for eternal life; this Gospel is not proclaimed if Christ’s penal substitutionary death and
bodily resurrection are not central to our message.
This Gospel is not only the means by which people are saved, but also the truth and power by
which people are sanctified; it is the truth of the Gospel that enables us to genuinely and
joyfully do what is pleasing to God and to grow in progressive conformity to the image of
Christ.
The salvation oﬀered in this Gospel message is received by grace alone, through faith alone, in
Christ alone; no ordinance, ritual, work, or any other activity on the part of man is required in
order to be saved.
(Mark 1:1; Luke 24:46-47; John 3:16-18; Romans 1:16-17; Romans 1:18-25; 1 Corinthians
1:18-25; 2:2; 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; 9:13; Galatians 1:6-9; Ephesians 1: 7-10; Colossians
1: 19-20; 2 Timothy 1:8-14; 2 Peter 3: 11-13 Jude 3-4; Revelation 21-22)
Section 2. We enthusiastically embrace the sovereignty of God’s grace in saving sinners.
We aﬃrm that God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, not on the basis of
foreseen faith, but unconditionally, according to His sovereign good pleasure and will.
We believe that through the work of the Holy Spirit, God will draw the elect to faith in His Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, graciously and eﬀectively overcoming their stubborn resistance to the
Gospel so that they will most assuredly and willingly believe.
We also believe that these, the elect of God whom He gave to the Son, will persevere in belief
and godly behavior and be kept secure in their salvation by grace through faith. We believe that
God’s sovereignty in this salvation neither diminishes the responsibility of people to believe in
Christ, nor marginalizes the necessity and power of prayer and evangelism, but rather
reinforces and establishes them as the ordained means by which God accomplishes His
ordained ends.
(John 1:12-13; 6:37-44; 10:25-30; Acts 13:48; 16:30-31; Romans 3-4; 8:1-17,31-39; 9:1-23;
10:8-10; Ephesians 1:4-5; 2:8-10; Philippians 2:12-13; Titus 3:3-7; 1 John 1:7,9)
Section 3. We recognize and rest upon the necessity of the empowering presence of the
Holy Spirit for all of life and ministry.
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The Holy Spirit is fully God, equal with the Father and Son, whose primary ministry is to glorify
the Lord Jesus Christ; He also convicts unbelievers of their need for Christ and imparts spiritual
life through regeneration (the new birth).
The Spirit permanently indwells, graciously sanctifies, lovingly leads, and empowers all who are
brought to faith in Christ so they might live in obedience to the Scriptures.
The model for our reliance upon the Spirit and our experience of His indwelling and
empowering presence is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who was filled with the Spirit and
entirely dependent upon His power for the performance of miracles, the preaching of the
kingdom of God, and all other dimensions of His earthly ministry.
The Holy Spirit who indwelled and empowered Christ in like manner indwells and empowers us
through the spiritual gifts He has bestowed for the work of ministry and the building up of the
body of Christ. Although there are diﬀerent understandings in our network of the nature and
function of these gifts, we all recognize they are divine provisions central to spiritual growth
and eﬀective ministry, and are to be eagerly desired, faithfully developed, and lovingly
exercised according to biblical guidelines.
(Matthew 3:11; 12:28; Luke 4:1, 14; 5:17; 10:21; John 1:12-13; 3:1-15, 34; 14:12; 15:26-27;
16:7-15; Acts 2:14-21; 4:29-30; 10:38; Romans 8:9; 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-13; 12:28-31;
14:1-33; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Galatians 3:1-5; Ephesians 1:13-14; 5:18)
Section 4. We are deeply committed to the fundamental spiritual and moral equality of
male and female and to men as responsible servant-leaders in the home and church.
Both men and women are together created in the divine image and are therefore equal before
God as persons, possessing the same moral dignity and value, and have equal access to God
through faith in Christ. Men and women are together the recipients of spiritual gifts designed to
empower them for ministry in the local church and beyond. Therefore, women are to be
encouraged, equipped, and empowered to utilize their gifting in ministry, in service to the body
of Christ, and through teaching in ways that are consistent with the Word of God.
Both husbands and wives are responsible to God for spiritual nurture and vitality in the home,
but God has given to the man primary responsibility to lead his wife and family in accordance
with the servant-leadership and sacrificial love characterized by Jesus Christ. This principle of
male headship should not be confused with, nor give any hint of, domineering control. Rather,
it is to be the loving, tender and nurturing care of a godly man who is himself under the kind
and gentle authority of Jesus Christ.
The Elders/Pastors of each local church have been granted authority under the headship of
Jesus Christ to provide oversight and to teach/preach the Word of God in corporate assembly
for the building up of the body. The oﬃce of Elder/Pastor is restricted to men.
(Genesis 1:26-27; 2:18; Acts 18:24-26; 1 Corinthians 11:2-16; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians
5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-19; 1 Timothy 2:11-15; 3:1-7; Titus 2:3-5; 1 Peter 3:1-7)
Section 5. Acts 29 embraces a missionary understanding of the local church and its role
as the primary means by which God chooses to establish His kingdom on earth.
The church has a clear biblical mandate to look beyond its own community to the
neighborhood, the nation, and the world as a whole; mission is not an optional program in the
church, but an essential element in the identity of the church. We are called to make Christ
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known through the Gospel and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to bring His lordship to bear on
every dimension of life.
The primary way we fulfill this mission is through the planting of churches that plant churches
and the training of their leaders. Our aim is that Jesus Christ would be more fully formed in
each person through the ministry of the churches God enables us to plant around the world.
We also believe we are responsible neither to retreat from our culture nor conform to it, but with
humility, through the Spirit and the truth of the Gospel, to engage it boldly as we seek its
transformation and submission to the lordship of Christ.
(Isaiah 52:7; Matthew 10:5-25; 28:18-20; Luke 4:18-19; 24:46-47; Acts 28:31; Romans
10:14-15; 2 Corinthians 10:4-5; Galatians 2:10; Ephesians 3:10; 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-5;
Hebrews 10:23-25; 1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10)
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Apendix 2
Covenant Membership in Practice: A Practical Playbook Rather than a Rulebook
Our practice of covenant membership reflects the Biblical truth that God always has a people
walking with Him together, not simply individuals who believe things privately. Membership in a
local body is the outflow of scriptural teaching which calls us members of one body in the
Gospel (Romans 12:3-8). As a church, we are called to submit to and pray for Biblical
leadership (Hebrews 13:17), and live life with mutual accountability to God and one another.
We desire to hold membership in high esteem, because we believe it is the responsibility of
believers to bear each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:1-6) by gathering together regularly to
encourage one another towards love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24-25). We are to join
together in ministry and trust Jesus to work through the pastors/elders of the church to
oversee the spiritual health of the community. The following principles help guide our view of
membership at Connection Church. As with all other aspects in the life of Connection Church,
reading through this is best done with a Bible in your hand!
#1 - Membership is for Followers of Jesus - Mark 8:34-38; Ephesians 2
Membership in the local church is something for Christians- those who have been saved by
grace through faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ on the cross. Please take time
going through Practicum – Writing out Your Story of Grace.
#2 – Participating in the Sacraments/Ordinances - Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 22:14-23;
Romans 6:1-4; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Members of our church are encouraged to be baptized by immersion as an entry sign of
their new covenant relationship with God and alignment with His church. If you have not
been baptized as a believer, we encourage you to do so at our next baptism celebration
(Please see Appendix 3 - Christian Baptism and the Lord’s Table).
As a follower of Jesus and member of the church, you are encouraged to celebrate the
Lord’s Table (Communion) as often as it is observed in our Sunday worship gatherings. The
Lord’s Table is a place where we celebrate the continued faithfulness of God to His people
in Jesus. We also receive spiritual nourishment from Him, proclaim the Gospel and our
trust in it, and come in unity with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
#3 - Hearing and Heeding the Word of God - Acts 20:18-21; Hebrews 10:19-24; 1 Timothy
4:11-16
As a member, you commit to regularly attending the gatherings of Connection Church to
hear and heed the Word of God. All members must agree to our statements of Mission,
Vision, and Statement of Faith, and recognize their willingness to aﬃrm and uphold this
teaching. We accept our responsibility to hold to the trustworthy Word as taught (Titus 1:9)
and not to entertain false gospels (Galatians 1:6-9).
#4 – Raising Our Families in the Gospel - Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Ephesians 5:20-6:4
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As members of Connection Church, we acknowledge that one of the primary places for
spiritual formation and discipleship of children is in families. As a community, we desire to
help one another in this process by bearing one another’s burdens, sharing counsel and
wisdom in parenting, and serving in ministries which assist raising our children in the
Gospel (Kids Connection, nursery, etc), and equipping others to disciple children towards
faith in the Gospel. Because of our conviction regarding family, our worship gatherings are
designed to include children with families in times of corporate worship whenever possible
as well as inviting older kids into the full participation in corporate worship with God’s
people.
#5 – Living in Gracious Accountability - Matthew 18:15-20; Ephesians 4; 1 Corinthians
5:1-13, 2 Corinthians 2:5-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15
As a family, we want to oﬀer gracious accountability to one another to live out our mission
and core values, while submitting to and supporting biblical leadership. Our elder(s)
promise to give care to your lives and give account to God for their oversight of the church.
As members, we want to make their diﬃcult calling more joyful and less burdensome
(Hebrews 13:17).
We commit to resolving conflict with one another in a biblical fashion and refrain from
gossip, slander and false testimony about our neighbors. When our lives stray from the
truth or if we continue the practice of unrepentant sin, we will oﬀer gracious accountability
and discipline to one another- the goal of such being love, reconciliation and repentance,
so that the Gospel is seen and God is honored (1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11; 2
Thessalonians 3:13-15.
All our members will walk together in one of our Gospel communities where they can be
known, serve others and live out the Gospel.
(Please see Appendix 4 - Gospel Communities at Connection Church)
#6 – Stewardship and Giving - Malachi 3:6-10; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5,
9:6-15
Our members take the responsibility and make the commitment to fund the mission of God
through our church. We do not ask or expect visitors to our church to provide the
necessary resources for our mission. We trust God, through our members, to provide the
finances necessary for the ministry. If you do not plan to contribute financially to
Connection Church, you should not consider membership.
(For more on this, please read Appendix 5 - Financial Stewardship.)
#7 - Serving Others on Mission - Romans 12:3-13; Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Peter 4:7-11
God has given talents and spiritual gifts to each one of His people for the building up of the
body of Christ and for doing the work of the ministry. We expect all our members to give
time and talent in our work together. Far too often, a small number of committed individuals
do all the work for a cause; we find this very unbiblical and unhealthy and want everyone to
play a part in some aspect of the ministry of Connection Church.
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For the Church – Connection Church has various ministry teams always in need of
dedicated people willing to serve. The following are some areas of service:
•
•
•
•

•

•

Ministry to kids/families – Kids’ Connection, nursery, teach and care for kids
Music/Bands – lead our community in music and song
Production – help with sound, run presentation computers
Setup/Tear-Down Team
§ Setup/Prep– as a church plant, we set up and tear down every week. We
should all help in this area.
§ Hospitality– greet visitors and welcome friends on Sunday mornings, into our
community, and help them towards membership
Gospel Community Leadership
§ Apprentice Leader - We desire to multiply disciple-making disciples. The primary
way we do this is assessing, training, and coaching others to lead, disciples and
care for a Gospel Community.
§ Leader - Lead, disciple, care for, and facilitate the multiplication of disciples in
community.
Serve within your Gospel Community in various ways
§ Host and demonstrate hospitality to a Gospel Community

For the World – We expect all our members to build friendships with those outside the
faith. We want to travel life with people who do not yet know Jesus so that the Gospel
might bear fruit and save their lives. As God’s people, we believe that we are all called as
missionaries to testify to the hope we have in Christ Jesus (1 Peter 1:9-10) and to serve the
practical needs of those around us (Luke 10:25-37). That happens in various ways and
places:
•
•
•

in our neighborhoods among those whom we live around
in our workplace among those with whom we work
in our larger communities with those with whom we recreate, play and celebrate life

Understandings of Gospel, Community, and Mission
Here are a few considerations and expectations we recommend you pray through, discuss,
and commit to as a part of Connection Church:
Expect Highs and Lows - Gospel life and mission can be incredibly exciting. It can also be
enormously diﬃcult. As well as times of celebration, rejoicing, fulfillment, and deep
community, there will also be times of pain, frustration, financial challenge, loneliness, and
disappointment.
Don’t Expect Perfection - Even though we have the opportunity to build a church that is
passionate about Jesus and His mission, we will still have unmet expectations with our
community as well. It will not be the perfect church and will not satisfy us in every way.
Connection Church will falter in some ways, as it is made up of sinners. We need to get
over this now so we can repent and shape things in a positive direction by focusing on
Jesus, who alone is our Perfect Head and Perfect Shepherd.
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Sacrifice will be the norm, not the exception - I understand that following Jesus on
mission will require a “nobody sits on the bench” mentality. However, I commit to be open
and honest with leadership when I’m serving too much or feeling burnt out. We desire to
care for one another in this.
Work to Build Trust in Leadership - Faith in institutions of all kinds is at an all time low in
our culture. There will be times when the Elders and leaders of the church will say “no” to
some good things in order to stay tethered to our core values. There will be times we think
the church should go in one direction, but the elders will take it in a diﬀerent direction.
When this happens, we understand that even when we don’t agree, we will stand behind
them, believe the best about them and assume they are prayerfully doing what God is
guiding them to do.
No Entitlement - We are asking God to do a special work in the Sioux Falls Area and the
greater Upper Midwest through our labors. Our reason for being part of this community is
not based in any way on what we hope happens in the future for us personally. We are in
this for His glory and the good of others, not our own glory.
For the Good of the Team - None of us will have “pet projects” that we must lead. We
might be in charge of an area as a volunteer which needs a staﬀ person to be hired as it
grows. The ministry may outgrow our capacity to lead it. We may be the natural fit for that
responsibility or staﬀ position, but we may not. The person who is hired may not have the
experience we have in that area, and could be hired from outside the church. We are OK
with that and will be excited about working with and under that individual. We will not take
this personally.
Forms will Change - I understand that the purpose of the church is to demonstrate the
glory of God in the world and bring the Gospel to people. Though the function of the
church will never change (our mission), the forms of the church may change. The leadership
of our church will seek God as to how best equip us in each season of life of the church.
Lots of Good Ideas - Ideas and decisions will be prayed and thought through. There are
many outside the box thinkers and many resourceful, creative people in our community. We
understand that input will be a high value. We understand that our ideas may be just the
thing that carries the church forward to its future. We also understand that our ideas may
not always be accepted, and at times, may not be asked for. We will be OK with that and
not take that personally.
Relational Comforts- The potential for rich community will be great, considering the likeminded people who feel called to our community. However, I understand that not every
member of our community will be best friends. Some people will be closer with one another
than others. Some people who have previous history together may find themselves
connecting with new people. I understand that biblical community is not creating a
comfortable “bubble” or “clique,” but about encouraging one another toward a deeper love
for Jesus and a life that brings glory to God. The multiplication of Gospel Communities and
new Churches will require some painful distance in deep relationships. We are willing to
sacrifice our own relational comforts so that others can come to know Jesus.
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Conflict Resolution - We will have conflict with one another. Whether we are the oﬀended
or the oﬀender, we commit to taking every step to resolve issues that bring temporary
division to the Body of Christ. Sometimes this will need the assistance of other leaders in
the church. I commit to not slander or gossip about anyone in our community.
Cheering for the Big “C” Church - We will commit to building up other local churches in
the Sioux Falls Area and greater North and South Dakota. We are not in competition with
them, and so we do not want to cause harm to them. If we really desire to see Jesus’
mission go forward here, then we will not be competing for church folks. Rather, we will
direct our eﬀorts toward the mass of humanity currently living apart from Christ.
God Wills It - We are praying that you would say “I/we have sought the Lord and truly feel
like it is His will that I/we be committed members of Connection Church. Regardless of the
circumstances that I/we will face in the months and years ahead, I/we will be convinced
that God called me/us to this and be unified in this decision. I am/we are in 100%
agreement that this is God’s best for us in this season of our lives. I am/we are not going
into this with unhealthy expectations, and I am/we are not simply following a personality or
ministry philosophy. I am/we are confident, as best as I/we can be, that we are following
God to continue to build Connection Church, and a movement of missional church
planting, for His glory and for the good of our communities by extending hope through the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Healthy Joining - I/we commit to uphold “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
among the Body of Christ in the Sioux Falls area. I/we know that Connection Church is
committed to healthy relationships with other local churches in the area, and I/we
understand that Connection Church will not oﬃcially welcome people who have unresolved
conflict at a previous church.
Healthy Parting - I/we understand that my/our commitment to this church is not to be
taken lightly. I/we will be a vital part of the Body of Christ. If at some point, I am/we are
called to serve in another missionary field or with another local church, I/we commit to
making this decision in the midst of community by seeking counsel and discussing with
church leadership. It will always be my goal to preserve unity in this community and not
seek to selfishly harm God’s work for my own agendas.
Need to Renew - We understand that expectations are extremely hard to control. We
understand that though we may have just read all of the above statements and agreed with
them, we are probably going to need to return to these themes in the months and years
ahead. We will participate in the renewal of our covenant with God with our local
community weekly as we participate in corporate worship, sit under the teaching of God’s
Word, and participate in the Lord’s Table. As members, we are also willing to be challenged
to consider our covenant as Connection Church, by God’s grace, continues to add new
members coming to faith in Christ Jesus and joining our ranks as members of this local
church.
Our desire in covenant membership is to encourage growth and formation together in the
application of the Gospel and forward momentum together for the sake of the Gospel
proclaimed to Sioux Falls and beyond.
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Appendix 3 – Christian Baptism and the Lord’s Table
A sacrament is a visible sign or symbol of a spiritual reality. We believe Jesus ordained two
sacraments for his church: baptism and the Lord’s Table (Matthew 28:16-20; Matthew
26:26-29). Many times they are called ordinances and the people of Connection Church will
typically use both terms interchangeably. The sacraments/ordinances image the truths of the
Gospel and are means that bring the experience of grace to our lives, resulting in our
transformation. They are multi-sensory, participatory, and involve the whole person. We
participate in them bodily and at a deep heart and soul level. They are precious gifts to the
church given by the Lord Jesus. The following briefly explains our practice of both baptism and
the Lord’s Table.
On Christian Baptism
There have been two large truths concerning baptism in the history of the church. First,
everyone agrees that Jesus commanded us to baptize and that it is very important to the life of
the church. Second, there has been quite a bit of disagreement on the way it should be done
and what it accomplishes. This appendix is not the place to break down every view and
position, but we do want to be clear on a few things and clarify our position. For a further
explanation of our positions on Baptism, see our “Baptism Explainer” and “Baptism Position
Paper”.
What is Baptism?
Baptism is the entry sign of the new covenant or the initiatory right for every Christian. It is the
outward sign of the inward reality that this person belongs to God’s Church. It marks a person
as a Christian and is the way someone identifies publicly with Jesus Christ and His people. As
it is an entry sign, it is to be performed one time and is not repeated regularly like Communion.
The Meaning of Baptism
The meaning of baptism is multifaceted. It is meant to portray our own death, burial and
resurrection with Christ (Romans 6; Colossians 2:12). It represents purification- a washing or
cleansing- from our sin (Acts 22:16), and also represents that we have been rescued from
divine wrath and the coming judgment (1 Peter 3:21-22). Finally, it serves as an outward
testimony of the inward change of conversion; people who were alienated from the Lord, yes
even His enemies, are now washed, cleansed, and testify to a good conscience towards God.
What Baptism Does and Does Not Accomplish
Baptism does not make someone a Christian. The work of Christ on the cross, hearing the
Gospel, responding in repentance and faith, and following Jesus makes someone a Christian.
Baptism is the outward sign of the inward spiritual reality of the person’s conversion to Jesus.
Baptism does not remove original sin from infants, nor does it bring spiritual regeneration
before someone believes.
Our Oﬃcial Stance on Baptism at Connection Church
At Connection Church, we only perform and teach baptism by immersion in water for believers
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who profess personal faith in Jesus Christ and demonstrate the fruit of repentance. We believe
that water baptism is symbolic of the fact that we have repented of our sins. We have been
cleansed from those sins and God has forgiven us, and we are buried in Christ in death and
have risen with Him to newness of life (Isaiah 1:18; Matthew 28:19; Acts 8:36-38; Romans
6:3-5; Colossians 2:12; Acts 10:47).
A Note to Those Baptized as Infants
If you were baptized as an infant, we would invite you to seriously consider what your baptism
accomplished and its meaning. We would invite you to consider the biblical basis for such a
baptism, the biblical basis for the practice of confirmation, and what covenant your baptism
symbolizes. For many who were baptized as infants, the act was completely disconnected
from biblical teaching and certainly from their faith in Christ. In such cases, we encourage
being baptised as a believer for those who were baptized in a tradition that observes what is
known as sacramental infant baptism. However, those with convictions about covenantal infant
baptism may be allowed into membership after consultation with our elders; but their
involvement in the life of the church as Gospel community Leader, deacon, or elder may be
limited until they are baptized as a believer. One again, for a further explanation of our positions
on Baptism, see our “Baptism Explainer” and “Baptism Position Paper”.
Our Practice with Children
While Connection Church will not baptize infants, we will perform simple dedications of
children, reflecting our commitment as a community to raise them in the covenant community
of the church. Such dedications will be voluntary, where we dedicate ourselves, our children,
and our community to the raising of our children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord
(Ephesians 6:4). Although there are benefits to the children of believers - being raised in a
Christian family, being around the church in an environment where the Gospel is preached these children are not to be baptized by Connection Church until they volitionally confess their
own sin and trust and profess faith in Jesus Christ.
Baptism is for believers of a reasonable age, capable of making a mature confession of faith,
and should be carried out in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-20).
As we practice believer’s baptism, we are in no rush to have our children baptized, and want
them to fully understand what it means to trust the Lord in the Gospel and follow Him with their
lives. We will set no precise age limit for their baptism, but we we will suggest that they must
be of an age where they can grasp the basic teaching of the Gospel.
How to be baptized at Connection Church
We have only a few requirements for baptism at Connection Church. As we take baptism as
the sign of the covenant that is applied to believers, we want to be as sure as we can that
those being baptized understand the Gospel and are Christians. As such, we suggest all
people desiring to be baptized to read the “Baptism Explainer” and this appendix beforehand
so that they can participate in public baptism with a full faith and knowledge of what they are
doing. Baptism is a big deal- a moment of celebration- and is not to be taken lightly, but
neither is our goal to put up any large barriers as baptism is the command of our Lord for every
believer. Though baptism does not save you, the New Testament pattern is that every believer
is to be water baptized.
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At your baptism, we will ask you to do a very simple thing: give an aﬃrmation of your faith in
Jesus Christ and hope in the Gospel. No long speech is necessary, but baptism is about
bringing glory to the Lord and edifying His church, as well as explaining your own conversion.
We want to celebrate what God is doing by adding people to His church.
On The Lord’s Table
If baptism is the sign of entry into the Church, the Lord’s Supper is the ordinance of continuing
communion with Christ and His Church. The Lord’s Supper (sometimes referred to as the
Lord’s Table, Communion, or the Eucharist) was commissioned by Christ at the Last Supper
where He shared bread and the cup with His disciples (Mark 14:22-25; Matthew 26:26-29;
Luke 22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). The Lord’s teaching was two-fold. First, the bread
represents His body, broken for us. Second, the cup represents the blood of the New
Covenant, poured out on our behalf. Luke’s gospel and the apostle Paul record that we are to
eat and drink in remembrance of our Lord. In contrast to the Roman Catholic view of
transubstantiation, we hold that the bread and wine do not become diﬀerent substances in
communion4. The bread substantially and accidentally remains bread and the wine
substantially and accidentally remains wine.
However, we do hold there is a spiritual presence of Christ by way of the Holy Spirit at the
Lord’s Table. For example, the Second London Confession states:
…the Body and Blood of Christ, being then not corporally, or carnally, but spiritually present
to the faith of Believers, in that Ordinance, as the Elements themselves are to their outward
senses.5
Although the Lord’s Supper is a remembrance, a memorial of the broken body and shed blood
of Christ; there is, in our view, a real participation in the Gospel at the table that is a nourishing,
spiritual, soul-refreshing presence of Christ6. We are declaring the Gospel in its presentation
when we say, “The Body/Blood of Christ, broken/shed for you.”
Who should partake in the Lord’s Supper?
Being a continuing ordinance of the church, all believers, who are members in good standing
with the church (i.e. not under discipline), should partake regularly in the Lord’s Table. Much
care should be oﬀered to articulate that this ordinance is for followers of Christ and not open to
those present who are not believers. The supper should be done in both somber selfexamination and confession of sin, as well as joyful reflection upon the completed work of
redemption by Christ on the cross. We hold that any true believer in Christ may partake of the
Lord’s Table at our gatherings.
4 The official Roman Catholic view holds to a Thomistic understanding of matter. The substance of the bread and wine

actually change to body and blood, while the accidents remain those of bread and wine. Color, taste, shape, texture, etc
remain, but the actual essences change to the real body and blood of Jesus Christ.
5 "The 1677/89 London Baptist Confession of Faith,” (1789).
6 This phrase is used in the Chapter 10 – “His Soul-Refreshing Presence, The Lord’s Supper in Calvinistic Baptist Thought

and Experience in the ‘Long’ Eighteenth Century” in Anthony R. Cross and Philip E. Thompson, Baptist Sacramentalism,
Studies in Baptist History and Thought ; V. 5 (Carlisle, Cumbria, U.K. ; Waynesboro, GA: Paternoster Press, 2003).

23 of 28

Appendix 4 - Gospel Communities of Connection Church
Gospel Communities (GC’s) of Connection Church Church are smaller cohorts of people with
which you live out your new identity given in Scripture. If you’re in Christ, Jesus' command in
Matthew 28:18-20 identifies you in three ways: you are a disciple, you are part of a family, and

you are a missionary.
Jesus' command to His disciples before returning to His Father is called "The Great
Commission." He said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matt.
28:18-20, ESV)
Gospel Identities - The Gospel, Community, and Mission make you a Disciple, a Family
Member, and a Missionary
You are a disciple. Simply put, this means that you are a learner. You will grow in how to
respond to who Jesus is and what He has done for you. This happens individually through
intake of God’s Word, prayer, and meditation. It also takes place alongside others on Sunday
mornings and throughout the week at a GC. (Matt. 28:20a)
You are part of a family. In Christ, you are adopted into God's family and become part of the
Body of Christ. This is where you are able to love and care for others who are united with
Christ. Living with and loving others, as you’ve been loved, tangibly shows the world what
union with Christ looks like. (Matt. 28:19b)
You are a missionary. God sends you as His adopted learner into the world with the Good
News of Jesus Christ. We get the joy of sharing the Gospel in word and deed in the Sioux Falls
areas as the body of Christ. (Matt. 28:19a)
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What to Expect
We live out these three identities under the authority of Jesus (Matt. 28:18), knowing He's with
us as we go (Matt. 28:20b). This gives us great comfort and empowers our lives together in
community, which looks diﬀerent to the world.
Each GC is organized around a shared mission to our community. Varying missions in each
group means varying rhythms for each group. However, there are things each GC does which
take place regularly. Typical nights include the study of the Bible, a possible secondary
resource that draws attention to the Gospel, a discussion of the implications of the Gospel
across every aspect of life, and prayer with and for one another. Often food is also a key
ingredient! (Acts 2:42)
Why We Do This
A healthy disciple attends regularly, actively participates in discussion, and confesses and
repents alongside those in their group. A healthy family loves and cares for one another
throughout the week, taking multiple opportunities to point each other to the finished work of
Christ. A healthy family of missionaries locks arms together in their shared mission by seeing
people come to faith. We believe that all three aspects of your identity must be present to see
true, lasting transformation in yourself and others.
When one aspect of your identity is ignored or forgotten, the health of individuals and the
group will suﬀer. Living as a disciple in a family without mission will result in a “Holy Huddle,”
neglecting the command to “go.” Living as a family on a mission without discipleship is social
justice lacking true life change. Living as a disciple on mission without the family of God is
simply an Evangelism Team, focusing more on conversions than growth in spiritual maturity.
The Gospel Communities of Connection Church will seek to glorify God through joyfully living
out all three identities.
What Group to Join
Things to consider when joining a group are as follows, placed in a suggested order of
importance:
1. Shared life and mission of the GC.
2. Where you live.
3. Existing relationships with someone already participating in a GC.
4. Night of the week available to you.
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Appendix 5 – Financial Stewardship
Basic Principles of Stewardship
•
•
•

God created and therefore owns everything (Genesis 1:1; Psalm 24:1; Psalm 50).
God entrusts stewardship to humans to manage a portion, be it large or small (Genesis
1:26-28; Psalm 8).
We are responsible for all that we are given (Matthew 25:14-30).

Biblical Giving
It is a Heart Issue – “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also...” - (Matthew 6:21)
•
•
•
•

Giving clarifies worship – You cannot serve two masters (both God and money Matthew 6:24)
Giving allows us to show that money is not god & contentment is not found in money (1
Timothy 6:7-9; Hebrews 13:5; Philippians 4:11-13).
Giving serves God’s purposes, now and for eternity (Matthew 6:19-21).
Giving is to serve others sacrificially, not myself.

The Use of our Resources
•

•

•

The Mission – Jesus, Jesus’ disciples, Paul’s missionary, disciple-making, and church
planting activity were supported by others (Matthew 10:10; Luke 8:1-3; Acts 16:15; 3
John)
On paid church staﬀ serving that Mission (1 Corinthians 9:7-12; 1 Timothy 5:17-18)
o Is biblically permissible
o Elders who labor are worthy of double honor (financial term)
o It is not mandated for every circumstance and is a decision for the leadership of the
church
The Poor – Some of the most direct “giving” passages are for this purpose
(Deuteronomy 15:7-11; Proverbs 19:17; 22:9; Matthew 6:1-4; 25:35-45; 1 John 3:17).

How Much We Should Give
•
•

Old Testament – Tithes (1/10 of your increase) and other oﬀerings (Leviticus 27)
New Testament
§ Regular (1 Corinthians 16:2)
§ Proportional (Acts 11:29)
§ Cheerful/Hilarious (2 Corinthians 9:6-15)
§ According to means and willfully (2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 9:6-15)
§ Generous (2 Corinthians 8:2; Romans 12:8)
§ Sacrificial – we should feel it; it should aﬀect our lifestyle choices (Mark
12:41-44; Acts 2:45)
”I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare…If our charities
do not at all pinch or hamper us,… they are too small. There ought to be things
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we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditures
excludes them.” - CS Lewis, Mere Christianity
Things to Consider…
Connection Church is purposely giving a percentage of our oﬀering to places outside our
immediate congregation.
• We give to establish Gospel-centered churches among other people.
• We give to the global mission of the Gospel in other countries.
• We give to serve and meet ministry needs in our city.
For us to be a generous church, we all must be generous people. If you do not plan to
contribute financially to Connection Church, you should not consider membership. We do not
expect our guests or visitors to pay the bills at our church; however, we do expect our
members to contribute and own the financing of the mission of God.
Practical Thoughts on Giving Regularly and Sacrificially: It Reorients Our Life
“Unfortunately… we are often only giving from our wallets instead of our paychecks.
When the oﬀering plate comes by, we dig into our purses or pockets and freely, joyfully
give of what we find. Meanwhile, nearly all of our income is spoken for.
Rather than being impersonal and legalistic, a steady, habitual, even automatic approach
to giving can do more to form us spiritually than the give-only-out-of-joy approach
[giving what is in your pocket when a plate is passed]. The decision to give a percentage
of our income automatically and "oﬀ the top" can aﬀect everything from the house we
live in to the groceries we buy to a pizza delivery. When we pass on a purchase because
we know the check to church or a sponsored child is going out that week, it forces us to
prioritize. It places supremacy with someone or something other than us. Most
importantly, and formatively, it reorients our life.”7
Ways to Give to Connection Church
•

•

Drop in the basket – On Sunday mornings, we have baskets that will be passed by
ushers or will be available near the communion tables during our worship gathering.
You may use these to give cash or check gifts to the church.
§ Cash Gifts – Giving of cash can be placed directly in the basket or, if you’d like a
receipt for cash at the end of the financial year, please place your cash in an
envelope with your name before placing it in the basket.
§ Checks – Checks should be made out to Connection Church.
Through the Mail - Giving can also be mailed to:
Connection Church
PO Box 1747
Sioux Falls, SD 57110

7 Scrooge Lives!. Rob Moll. Christianity Today. 2008 - http://www.ctlibrary.com/ct/2008/december/10.24.html
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•

Electronically - We currently use Clover Donations to manage our online giving.
You can learn more at siouxfallsconnection.com.

Tax Deductible Gifts
•

All gifts to Connection Church are fully tax-deductible. We will provide tax receipts in
January in a timely manner.
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