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“Take a Rest” 

As September roles in we encounter yet another holiday. It occurs on the first 

Monday of each September and we know this day as Labor Day. There are many 

who take this weekend for rest and vacation, but there are others who continue to 

work on this day. Where did this holiday come from? What does this holiday rep-

resent?  

 According to the Department of Labor, “Labor Day is an annual celebra-

tion of the social and economic achievements of American workers. It is rooted in the late nine-

teenth century, when labor activists pushed for a federal holiday to recognize the many contribu-

tion workers have made to America’s strength, prosperity, and well-being.” Basically, it’s a day 

that was set aside to appreciate and allow the workforce of our great country to be recognized 

and rest.  

 As a pastor, I typically take this day off with my family now, but that wasn’t always the 

case for me. Many of you know that I worked in the grocery business for years and all holidays 

were work days. Very rarely did I have weekends or holidays off, but instead looked to other 

days of the week for rest. Labor Day is not something new. It was not even a new concept when 

Congress passed an act to make the first Monday of each September a legal holiday in 1894.  

 When God created the world, the Bible says, He saw it all as very good. In Genesis 2:2-3, 

we are told, “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh 

day he rested from all of his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because 

on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” God didn’t rest because He had 

to, but to show us a better way of life. We are to work, and even more than that, we are to work 

for the Lord. Paul writes in Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for men.” But that doesn’t mean we miss the importance of rest and 

worship to the Lord.  

  



 This example of a Sabbath rest is so important to God that He made it one of the Ten 

Commandments. Exodus 20:8-11 shows us that this day is to be set apart and made holy unto 

God following the example that He has given us at creation. Our “Sabbath” today is usually Sun-

day because this was when the early church began to meet regularly and set aside time together 

in worship as a celebration of the day Jesus rose from the grave. It is a special day. It is the 

Lord’s Day, and we should strive to honor Him by being obedient to His command to rest and 

thank Him in worship for all He has done for us.  

 Now, I know there was a time in my life when I couldn’t give every Sunday to God, but 

that doesn’t mean I didn’t have other days to give to Him and rest. Paul actually writes to us 

about this as well, in his letter to the Colossians. He says in Colossians 2:16-17, “Therefore do 

not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 

Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the real-

ity, however, is found in Christ.”  

 See, everything God has done and shown us is to point to Jesus Christ. We should seek to 

follow God’s law and His commandments because we are free in Christ Jesus to do so. Ultimate-

ly, we should take care of our bodies, our minds, and our hearts as we work, but also as we rest. 

True rest comes in knowing Jesus and the rest He offers. In Matthew 11:28, Jesus says, “Come to 

me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  

 It’s a good thing to have a Labor Day holiday. It’s a better thing to have a Sabbath rest 

from God. But even so, it’s always best to place your heart and soul in Christ and rest in His 

grace and mercy. I pray as you reflect on this Labor Day, you would think on the One who brings 

ultimate rest and satisfaction through all of your life’s work and service unto Him.  

May God bless you and keep you this Labor Day and throughout September as you “Take a 

Rest” in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

       In His Amazing Grace, 

       Pastor Chad 

 

 

Source: dol.gov/general/laborday/history (History of Labor Day) 

 



Christmas Backpacks  

There is still time to fill a backpack.  If you would like to fill a backpack, please 

contact Marjorie Stewart  or Kathy in the office. We have plenty to go around. 

We are asking all backpacks be return to the church no later than, Sunday, Sep-

tember 26.  Thank you for your support as we continue this ministry. If you have 

any other questions, please contact Marjorie Stewart.  

 

THESE ITEMS ARE REQUIRED (AGE APPROPRIATE)  

TOYS (at least 1 item): Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 

ropes, sidewalk chalk, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), 

Slinky®, Frisbee, card games such as Old’ Maid, Go Fish, etc.  

HYGIENE ITEMS (at least 2 items): toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar  soap (boxed and in a plastic 

bag), shampoo (securely sealed & in a plastic bag) hairbrush, comb, pony tail holders,  

OTHER (at least 2 items): Children’s/Teen Bible (KJV, God’s Word, or CSB version), age- appropri-

ate Christian books, sunglasses, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries).  

FOOD (At least 2 items): Canned food items with pop-tops (nothing which requires a can opener and 

no plastic containers), protein bars, hard candy (NO chocolate) and lollipops (please double bag all can-

dy), mints, gum, NO food items with peanut butter or nuts).  

CLOTHING (At least 2 items. All clothing items must be new with tags/packaging): T-shirts, under-

wear, socks, warm hat, gloves, scarf, ball cap, fleece pullover, warm outerwear.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: School supplies are welcome, but not all sites need them. If you are par tner-

ing with a site, please check with them regarding school supplies and what type of school supplies are 

needed, please use age appropriate school supplies.  

Additional Ideas to consider for older kids (ages 11-17)  

Girls - lip gloss, costume jewelry, scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits, journals, fun socks/slippers, 

doodle books, Spirograph kit, feminine hygiene supplies  

 

Boys - LEGOS®, card games, hand-held electronic games, flashlights (with extra batteries), basketball, 

soccer ball, NERF™ football  



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX DONATION  

REQUESTS 

For boys & girls ages 2-14 

 

September we will be collecting school supplies.   

 

Oct-Nov 6: toys for  gir ls 2-14 

Some ideas: toys, dolls, games, puzzles, craft kits, art set, small notebooks,  

purse or backpack, jewelry, dress-up items; also new clothing such as t-shirts, skirts,  

Socks. 
 

Dates to Remember: 

October 24- Spaghetti Luncheon after service 

November 4 & 5 – Set up for shoebox packing 10:00 am each day 

November 6- Shoebox Packing Party – starts at 9:00 am until finished 

 

Place donations in Christmas box inside church entrance.  You may bring any items at any time; 

the above is a suggestion. 

 
 
 

Children’s Bible Drill 

4th, 5th, & 6th Graders 

You are cordially invited to come to Children’s Bible Drill Meetings 
which will begin on Wednesday nights starting, September 22 at 7:00 
pm at New Bethel Baptist Church. We will meet in the Sunday School 
class room across from the Pastor Chad’s office.    Children’s Bible 
Drill will be an hour long weekly session of learning Bible verses, key 
passages, books of the Bible in order and finding verses in the Bible. 
Please come and bring a friend and let’s have a good time learning to-
gether.  The Bible says “Study to show yourself approved workman 

who needs not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15.  Hope to see you 
on September 22.  Please call Don Kemper, Children’s Bible Drill Leader, at 859-409-2110 if you 
have any questions.   Charolette Kemper will be assisting.  



 

 

September 

1st Mid-week Bible Study              7:00 pm 

3rd 5th Quarter after the WV Home game 

6th Labor Day 

8th Mid-week Bible Study              7:00 pm 

9th Women’s Ministry Craft Night 6:00 pm 

10th 5th Quarter after the WV Home game 

12th Gospel to Every Home            4:00 pm 

         Kids Night              6:00-8:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

14th WMU Meeting           9:30 am 

15th Mid-week Bible Study           7:00 pm 

17th 5th Quarter after the WV Home game 

        Ten Mile Associational Meeting   

19th Gospel to Every Home            4:00 pm 

         Kids Night              6:00-8:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

22nd Mid-week Bible Study           7:00 pm 

26th Gospel to Every Home            4:00 pm 

         Kids Night              6:00-8:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

29th Mid-week Bible Study            7:00 pm 

 

October 

1st 5th Quarter after the WV Home game 

3rd   Gospel to Every Home           4:00 pm 

         Kids Night              6:00-8:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

6th Mid-week Bible Study              7:00 pm 

7th Women’s Ministry Craft Night 6:00 pm 

12th WMU Meeting                       9:30 am 

13th Mid-week Bible Study            7:00 pm 

16th Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat    6:00 pm 

 

 

Contact Us 
New Bethel Baptist Church  

P.O. Box 100 
2022 Verona Mudlick Road  

Verona, KY 41092 
(859) 485-4864 

 

 

Bro. Chad Brannan, Pastor:  

pastorchadbrannan@gmail.com 
 

Stacey Griffin, Minister of Music:  

staceyagriffin@gmail.com 
 

Robert Strunk, Minister of Youth:  

robertstrunk@yahoo.com 

Kathy McDannold, Administrative Assistant:  

nbbckyassistant@gmail.com  

Visit us on the web at www.nbbcky.com  

1st Debbie Cornelius 

3rd Daniel Franks 

4th Jimmy Houston 

5th Leola Waller 

7th Luke Hagstrom 

     Heather Alber 

10th Mary Eva Massie 

       Ellis Huff 

       Marta Black 

       Vance Sullivan  

13th Nathan Landrum   

15th Lachelle Dow 

       Delaney Moffett 

16th Cori Owens 

19th Bella Art  

       Rhonda McCubbin  

21st Michael Burton  

23rd Greg Burton 

       Bethany Griffin 

24th Karla Vest  

       Diane Vest  

       Rose  Leath 
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