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“Let Others See Jesus in You” 

There may be nothing more damaging to the body of Christ than when a pastor, deacon, or 

leader has a moral failing or an event in their life that those outside the church use as fuel for 

their burning fire against Christianity. While this is seen most in those who have prominent 

positions or larger followings, it does not escape even those who teach and lead in smaller 

more obscure places as well. You know, the biggest complaint unbelievers have against the 

church is hypocrisy; when we say and teach one thing and then live a life contrary to that.  

So, when this happens, it just proves them right in their beliefs.  

 If you have been watching the news over the last month or so, you would know that the president of 

Liberty University, the largest Christian university in the world, has had such issues. This is especially im-

portant for me as Liberty graduate. I am very proud of my education and the work I did to earn my degrees 

from Liberty. I am also very proud and grateful for the professors who invested time with me and with others, 

teaching us the truths of God’s Word, how to do Christian Ministry, how to counsel biblically, and how to 

preach and teach God’s Word.  

 It would be easy for me to point fingers and talk about all the things that may have led to his resigna-

tion from Liberty, but that is not the way of Christ. The fact of the matter is, “All have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). And in this life, as followers of Christ, we still struggle with many sinful 

thoughts, deeds, and desires ourselves.  

 As a Christian, you are on a journey. You have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit, justified by the 

work of Jesus Christ, and now you are on a path of sanctification, led by the Holy Spirit. All of this will one 

day culminate in your glorification when you meet Christ face-to-face, but that day has not yet come. And so, 

as Paul wrote, we find ourselves in this battle wanting and desiring to do good, but fighting the sin within us 

waging war against our hearts and minds (Rom. 7:14-25).  

 So, how do we protect ourselves against the temptations and desires of our hearts and this world? How 
do we live in a way that would glorify God and not give fuel to the unbeliever’s fire against the church? We 
do this by holding first and foremost to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our lives. Everything we do must be done 

in light of our salvation and expectation for Christ’s return. We must be reminded of the Gospel that has been 
preached and taught because otherwise, our belief is in vain (2 Cor. 15:1-2). Paul reminds us, “Stand firm and 
hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter” (2 Thess. 2:15).  



The world is just looking for an excuse to show that Christians are hypocrites. They are looking for a way to 

mock us and ultimately mock God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We must not give them any reason. We are 

to live in this world, but with the perspective that we are kingdom citizens of heaven. Our lives should be dif-

ferent. If there is no difference between our lives and that of the lost, then we are not living out the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ the way we were intended to.  

 When we see someone caught in a sin, we must realize that this could happen to any one of us. We all 

have areas of life that we probably don’t want aired out, but there will come a time when all will be uncovered. 

“For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or 

brought out into the open” (Luke 8:17). In order to guard our hearts and live as God has intended, we must be 

firmly planted in His Word and grow in relationship through prayer. These are the two main areas whereby 

God speaks to us and we speak to Him. We cannot fail to establish these disciplines in our lives if we are to 

live for Him, in this world, so that others would see our good deeds and so worship our Heavenly Father (Matt. 

5:16).  

 The former president of Liberty University had every opportunity to live this out in his life. Unfortu-

nately, everything has culminated to now, where he is no longer the president of the university and he has giv-

en fuel to the world’s cry of hypocrisy. The good news is, however, in Christ, there is forgiveness. There is 

forgiveness for him and his family just as there is forgiveness for us. This is the message the world needs to 

hear. Paul writes in Romans, “As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one;’ (Rom. 3:10). But, 

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).  

 Forgiveness is an awesome thing; it’s an amazing thing. For us, however, it can be a difficult thing. We 

are called to forgive no matter the circumstance in light of God’s forgiveness toward us. As we forgive, we 

remember that forgiveness doesn’t necessarily mean trust. We can forgive those who have hurt us or the 

church of Christ, but we don’t have to put our trust in them. We put our trust in the Lord. I pray God would 

place in each and every one of us a heart of forgiveness and that we would live according to His Word, culti-

vating the precious gift of our relationship with Him. By doing so, we will give no reason for others to see 

hypocrites. They will only see Jesus. As the hymn writer, B.B. McKinney writes in the first two verses of his 

hymn, Let Others See Jesus in Y ou… 

While passing through this world of sin,  

And others your life shall view,  

Be clean and pure without, within,  

Let others see Jesus in you. 

Your life’s a book before their eyes,  

They’re reading it through and through; 

Say, does it point them to the skies, 

Do others see Jesus in you? 
 

May our lives be a reflection of the forgiveness and grace we have received through the Lord. Let others see 

Jesus in you.  

         Pastor Chad Brannan 



Eliza Broadus State Missions 
We will be collecting for the Eliza Broadus state mission fund this year Sept. 13th-Sept. 20th. Our goal for this 

offering is $1200.00. These funds go to a variety of Kentucky Baptist Ministries such as language missions, 

church planting, disaster relief, collegiate outreach, evangelism, Kentucky Changers, and other mission op-

portunities for children. Please consider giving to the Eliza Broadus offering in support of our Woman’s Mis-

sionary Union and the Kentucky Baptist Convention for state missions this year.  
 

Christmas Backpacks 

We continue to support our WMU and the KBC in the ministry of the Christmas Backpacks. We will contin-

ue to collect items that can fill backpacks to be given out at Christmas this year to children in our Northern 

Kentucky area. We may be unsure how school is going to look at that time, but we can be sure that we will 

continue to minister to the best of our ability. If you would like to fill a backpack on your own, please contact 

Kathy in the church office to pick up a backpack and a list of items needed to fill it. If you would like to help 

with supplies to fill the backpacks, we have that list available at church or you may also contact Kathy and 

she can email or send you the list as well. We will continue to collect for this ministry through the month of 

October.  
 

Lord’s Supper – Sept. 6th 

It is always a great time when we gather to take the Lord’s Supper together. On Sept. 6th, in both services we 

will be taking the Lord’s Supper together as we remember His great sacrifice for our sins. We will have the 

juice and wafer in the all-in-one package for you to pick up as you enter the sanctuary on Sunday. Please take 

one and keep it in your seat and we will partake together as a church during the service.  
 

Ice Cream Social Distancing 

It has been a tough time of year and we have missed seeing so many faces and enjoying each other’s compa-

ny. So, on Sept. 13th, weather permitting, at 6pm we will have an ice cream social being sure to keep safe and 

responsible as we distance. You are encouraged to bring your own ice cream, desserts, or even a picnic dinner 

as we gather on the lawn next to the church, safely distancing from one another. Please bring a chair to sit in 

or a blanket to lay on the ground. We will have a short devotion and sing some hymns as we gather as one 

church to encourage each other and fellowship together.  
 

Ten Mile Association Annual Meeting 

This year’s Ten Mile annual meeting will be held on Sept. 18th at 7 pm. The location will be at Sparta Baptist 

Church. There will be no meal as we come to meet and hear our new Associational Mission Strategist, Don 

Coleman, speak and give his vision and plan for our association. If you are able to come, you are invited to 

come and meet Bro. Don Coleman and hear about how our associational churches are working together to 

share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all in our communities. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Chad.  



Ask the Pastor 

As we have been navigating through this time of life, we have seen our Facebook page become a large part of 

our ministry here at New Bethel. We have done quite a few weeks of short devotionals and videos answering 

your questions. I have been challenged by some of your questions and encouraged by your responses and the 

conversations that have come from these videos which have helped us to grow together. I would like to contin-

ue to do these, but need more questions from you. If you have questions that you have been curious about or 

wanted to know, maybe something in Scripture that you have been unsure about, please send them my way by 

email, text message, or phone. All questions are confidential and I never share who sends them in, so you have 

no fear of asking. If there is anything you would like for me to speak to, “Ask the Pastor.” God bless you all, 

Pastor Chad 
 

Prayer List 

During this time, we are emailing out our prayer list each week. This has worked very well as many of you 

have been able to respond with updates and additions to the list. Please take time to look over the list and pray. 

Pray for our homebound and nursing home brothers and sisters as well as those with cancer, those in our 

church family and friends. Also, take time to pray for our country’s leaders and those who are serving in our 

military. If you have any questions and concerns or additions to the list, please don’t hesitate to contact us in 

the church office.  
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

We have begun back with our midweek Bible studies on Wednesday night. If you want to grow in the 

knowledge of the Lord and be encouraged, please consider joining us as we study the book of Ezekiel. We 

meet at 7 pm on Wednesday evenings in the sanctuary. Come grow in spirit and truth with us.  

 

Calling all 4th, 5th, and 6th Graders 

Who Want to be in Children’s Bible Drill   

 Announcing a great way for children to learn about God, the Bible, and have fun at the same time.  

Children’s Bible Drill will be staring in September.  Participating in Bible Drill is about learning verses in 

God’s word and what they mean and how to find them in the Bible.   

 With the knowledge learned in Bible Drill, a child can learn about Jesus and what he can mean to their 

life.  Children’s Bible Drill is about memorizing scripture with the meaning of the verses being brought out in 

the meetings each week.  Children will develop skills in the use of the Bible and learn how to apply the Bible 

to his/her life.  Children will learn Bible verses, learn and be able to locate 10 key passages of scripture, and 

learn the order of and locate the Books of the Bible.   

 Parents will be asked to assist children and review a devotion that is relative to the verse being learned 

each week.  The devotions will be provided.    If you are interested, please contact Don Kemper at the follow-

ing email:  donkemper@twc.com. or call me at 859-409-2110. Because of the pandemic we will not meet at 

the church but will use email or other technology to aid in Children’s Bible Drill practice and to keep up with 

your progress. 
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