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“The Great Shepherd” 

Over the last month or so, God has continued to draw me to Psalm 23. This 

well-known Psalm has been a great source of comfort for me as it has been 

for so many throughout history. Toward the end of David’s life, he gives us 

God inspired words that would be for all people for all time and even those 

who don’t know much of the Bible have probably heard these words: 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

For you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 
David introduces first and foremost the metaphor that God is our shepherd. This is an amazing 

thing that the God of the universe would be compared to one of the lowliest in society but at the 

same time One who cares for His own with loving-kindness and tenderness. The fact that the Lord 

is our Shepherd should bring us to understand the close relationship we have with Him. As a shep-

herd cares for the sheep, so God cares for His people.  

With the Lord as our shepherd, we lack nothing. We don’t need to live in want because He pro-

vides calm assurance and peace. He gives satisfaction that can’t be found anywhere else. He 

brings us to repentance and conversion. He restores our souls and brings an abundant life that no 

amount of material possessions, position, or power could bring. Everything we could possibly 

need is found in Him and in Him alone.  

Not only does He provide all that we could ever need or want in terms of life and peace, but He 

also guides us in the right direction through His Word. He is righteous, which means His Word is 
righteous and contains everything we need to live for His name’s sake. As our loving Shepherd, 
He desires that we live in a way that would bring Him honor, glory, and praise. 



This is all great news, but even so, we know that difficulty will come. There are valleys we all 

walk through, even, “the valley of the shadow of death.” The good news is; however, we don’t 

need to fear this because the rod of God that protects and the staff of God that brings comfort are 

ever before us. The late Donald Barnhouse, pastor of Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia 

was explaining this very thing to his young children after his wife, their mother, had passed 

away. He asked his children, “Would you rather be run over by a truck, or by its shadow?” Of 

course, they answered that they would rather be run over by the shadow. He replied, “The truck 

of death ran over the Lord Jesus two thousand years ago so that only its shadow now passes over 

us. That is all that has happened to your mother. Only the shadow of death has passed over her. 

She is unharmed in heaven.” This is what it means when David says, “I will fear no evil, for you 

are with me.” Our Great Shepherd is always with us, in life and in death.  

The Psalm then turns from the metaphor of a great shepherd to a great host. God is the greatest 

host we could ever ask for. Even in the midst of our struggles, and yes even enemies, He has and 

continues to prepare a place for us where we are cared for and welcome at all times. This great 

picture of having a table prepared, our heads anointed with oil, and our cup overflowing show us 

the great abundance of divine grace that God gives in all things. He is sufficient and nothing will 

ever separate us from His love and goodness in Christ Jesus.  

Think about the last verse in this way. As a child of God, you have two “people” walking with 

you at all times. The first individual’s name is goodness and the second individual’s name is 

love. This Psalm promises us that these two will walk with us all the days of our lives. I pray 

you grasp this wonderful expression and know that God is walking with you with His goodness 

and love no matter what you go through and because of this, you can live in full assurance that 

you will “dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  

There is no greater assurance in this life then to know that God is providing, guiding, protecting 

and leading with His loving-kindness, mercy, and grace for us. When you have Christ in your 

life, you have everything you could ever need because He is everything. He is able to meet every 

need, give comfort, provide peace, and will walk with you all of the days of your life. What a 

blessing we have in the 23rd Psalm to know that we have a Great Shepherd and a Great Host to 

meet every need and give life abundantly.  

I pray you have a wonderful October and rejoice in your Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ, in all 

things and in all ways.  

      In His Amazing Grace, 

      Pastor Chad 



 

 

Calling all 4th, 5th, & 6th Graders 

We started Children’s Bible Drill on Wednesday, September 22.  We had five children who par-
ticipated.  They learned about how we got the Bible, the first five books of the New Testament, 
and played a game to help them remember Genesis 1:31.  All 4th, 5th and 6th graders are invited 
to come to Children’s Bible Drill Meetings, which take place on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 
pm at New Bethel Baptist Church in the fellowship hall.  Children’s Bible Drill is an hour long 
weekly session of learning Bible verses, key passages, books of the Bible in order and finding 
verses in the Bible.  Please come and bring a friend and let’s have a good time learning togeth-
er.  The Bible says “Study to show yourself approved workman who needs not be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15.  Hope to see you!  Please call Don Kemper, 
Children’s Bible Drill Leader, at 859-409-2110 if you have any questions.   Charolette Kemper 
will be assisting.  

Volunteers Needed 
As we continue to move forward and grow in our Sunday school classes, we are in need of vol-
unteers for our nursery during Sunday School hour, as well as, our worship time. If you are feel-
ing led to help in this area of ministry, please contact Heather Stewart to talk about how you can 
serve. Please pray if God would use you in this area with our young children as we seek to reach 
more young families for the Lord. 

 
 

Ten Mile Associational Fall Festival 
As you know we are providing our annual fall festival this year at New Bethel on the 16th of Oc-
tober, but many of the churches in our association are smaller than we are and are grouping to-
gether for an associational fall festival at the Gallatin County Fairgrounds on October 29th from 
5pm-8pm. We need your help to join with them, as a part of the Ten Mile Association. We are 
looking for at least 10 volunteers to decorate their trunks and hand out candy. There will be a 
competition and reward for the trunk that is voted best by the children. We will also need some-
one to help with serving hot chocolate as well. These are just two small ways that we can partner 
with other churches in our association during this fall season. If you are able to help, please con-
tact Pastor Chad.  
 

WMU  

Christmas Backpack 

Just a reminder that if you still haven’t turned in your backpack, please do so as soon as possi-

ble.  These will be delivered at the end of October.   If you have any questions, please contact 

Marjorie Stewart.  

 



 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX  

DONATION  REQUESTS 

Oct-Nov 6: toys for  gir ls 2-14 

Some ideas: toys, dolls, games, puzzles, craft kits, art set, small notebooks,  purse or backpack,  

jewelry, dress-up items; also new clothing such as t-shirts, skirts, or socks. 
 

 

Dates to Remember: 

October 24- Spaghetti Luncheon after service 

Please plan to stay for lunch after church on October 24th. We are having our annual spaghetti din-
ner for Operation Christmas Child. The dinner truly is free but you will have the opportunity to 
make a confidential donation to help with costs of items and postage for our shoeboxes which we 
will be sending in November.  Put it on your calendars! 

 

 

November 4 & 5 – Set up for shoebox packing 10:00 am each day 

November 6- Shoebox Packing Party – starts at 9:00 am until finished 

Place donations in Christmas box inside church entrance.  You may bring any items at any time; the 
above is a suggestion. 

Reaper’s Class Fall Bible Study  
The Reapers' Fall Bible study will begin on Tuesday, October 19, 2021 and will continue each 
Tuesday evening for five weeks.  We will meet at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall for a light dinner be-
fore our study of Ann Graham Lotz' book on the Holy Spirit. EVERYONE is welcome.   
  

“Genesis 1-11” 
Midweek Bible Study 

You are invited to our midweek Bible study on Wednesday nights at 7pm. We are beginning a new 
study together through Genesis, chapters 1-11. As we go through this study we will see that the Bi-
ble is not so much the history of mankind as it is the history of life—that is, God—and His love and 
grace toward us. There are many truths we will discover in this study pertaining to God, Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit, creation, sin, redemption, marriage, race, language, sexuality, and identity. We pray 
you would consider joining us on this journey as we grow together through the truth of God’s Word 
as it is given to us in the book of Genesis. 
 

Sportsman’s Dinner 
You are invited as we head to New Banklick Baptist Church on October 9th, at 5pm for a Sports-
man’s dinner. Dinner will feature a sampling of wild game along with fried chicken, sides and des-
sert. The cost of this event is $10 and there will be door prizes as well. This is a great opportunity to 
invite a friend to a relaxed night and a great way for them to hear the Gospel as the guest speaker 
will be Ian Carrico who serves on the Kentucky Baptist Convention Evangelism team. There is a 
sign-up form in the foyer of the church. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Chad. 
 



Women’s Ministry T-shirt Making Night  
October 7, 2021 at 6:00 pm 

Cost: $10.00 
(Payment can be made the night of the event either by cash or venmo.)    

 

Ladies join us for a fun night of t-shirt making and fellowship.  Here is what you will need to do no 
later than, Sunday, October 3rd.   

1. Below are the designs that are available.  

2. Fill out the back side of this insert and drop it in the offering plate. If you have any questions, 
contact Kathy in the church office about the designs.   

 

3. Bring your own shirt.  

 

Design #1 

 

Pick Two Colors 
Example: Leopard Pumpkin/Wording Orange  

 

Design #2 

 

Choose one color.  

Design #3 

 

Choose one color  

 

 

Design # 4 

 
Choose two colors 

Pumpkin color/wording color 



Design #5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Choose one color  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------- 

You can email Kathy at nbbckyassistant@gmail.com with your design and color choices or drop it in the of-
fering plate on Sunday morning.  Orders should be place no later than Sunday, October 3rd.   

Name:____________________________________________________ 

Design number______________________________________________ 

 

Options for Design#1 & 4 
Please choose a color of Vinyl for your design. 
 
Wording Colors: 
______ Black      ________White    _______ White Glitter    ______ Orange  _______ Leopard Print 
_______ Brown 
 

Pumpkin Colors: 
______ Black      ________White    _______ White Glitter    ______ Orange  _______ Leopard Print 
_______ Brown 
 

Options for Design#2, 3 & 5 
Please choose a color of Vinyl for your design. 
______ Black      ________White    _______ White Glitter    ______ Orange  _______ Leopard Print 
_______ Brown 
 

 

_____ Other (please write the color you want if it’s not listed above.)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 





October 

1st 5th Quarter after the WV Home game 

3rd   Gospel to Every Home           4:00 pm 

         Deacons Meeting                    5:00 pm 

         Kids Night              6:00-8:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

6th Mid-week Bible Study              7:00 pm 

7th Women’s Ministry Craft Night 6:00 pm 

9th Sportsman's Dinner                   5:00 pm 

      At New Banklick Baptist 

10th Church Council Meeting         5:00 pm   

12th WMU Meeting                       9:30 am 

13th Mid-week Bible Study            7:00 pm 

16th Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat    6:00 pm 

17th  Gospel to Every Home           4:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

19th  Reaper’s Class Fall Study      6:30 pm 

20th Mid-week Bible Study            7:00 pm 

23rd Associational Fall Festival       7:00 pm 

24th  Operation Christmas Child Luncheon      
 immediately after the morning  
 service 
         Gospel to Every Home           4:00 pm 

         Kids Night              6:00-8:00 pm 

         Youth Meeting               7:00-8:00 pm 

26th  Reaper’s Class Fall Study      6:30 pm 

27th Business Meeting/           7:00 pm 

        Bible Study  

29th Ten Mile Association      5:00-8:00 pm 

         Fall Festival @ Gallatin County Fair   

         Grounds  

31st  Gospel to Every Home            4:00 pm 

         Building Fund Sunday 
 

November 

1st WMU World Day of Prayer       7:00 pm 

       At New Bethel  

3rd   Mid-week Bible Study             7:00 pm 

4th OCC Packing Party Set-up       10:00 am 

5th OCC Packing Party Set-up       10:00 am 

6th OCC Packing Party                     9:00 am  

 

Contact Us 
New Bethel Baptist Church  

P.O. Box 100 
2022 Verona Mudlick Road  

Verona, KY 41092 
(859) 485-4864 

 

 

Bro. Chad Brannan, Pastor:  

pastorchadbrannan@gmail.com 
 

Stacey Griffin, Minister of Music:  

staceyagriffin@gmail.com 
 

Robert Strunk, Minister of Youth:  

robertstrunk@yahoo.com 

Kathy McDannold, Administrative Assistant:  

nbbckyassistant@gmail.com  

Visit us on the web at www.nbbcky.com  

1st Julie Sullivan 

2nd Dana Behne 

      Jason Fishel 

4th Ruth Riley 

5th Mike Finn 

6th Trinity Bloomer 

8th Jerome Behne 

     Nathan Strunk 

9th Misty Ryan Frilling 

11th Baylee Moffett 

13th Janet Lucas 

14th Stephanie Greener 

15th David Lucas 

16th Mark Lawson 

        Luke Lawson 

19th Pat Blackburn 

       Tyler McDannold 

       Alan Knochelman 

23rd Enna Blackburn 

28th Maddox Moffett 

        Lilia Brown 

        Reagan Rich 

29th Gale Lewis 

31st Jonathan Morrisey 

       Philip Mastin 

mailto:sgriffin@nbbcky.com

