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“The Certainty of Grief” 

I’m not sure who said it, but I have heard that there are only two certainties in life: 

death and taxes. While it is true death will come to all and we should all be paying our 

taxes, there are other certainties in life as well. We, as human beings, are certainly all 

born into sin and we certainly all need a Savior. We all experience certain things in 

life like happiness, love, hunger, pain, and tiredness, but I am also certain that at some 

point we will all experience grief.  

Grief comes to all people and it is usually an emotional process that is caused by some 

type of loss. It can involve different feelings of sadness, suffering and even anguish, 

which are certainly seen when we experience the loss of a loved one. However, grief can also be experienced 

over an array of events like moving, loss of job, divorce, family estrangement, or other changes in your life. 

The last couple of years have caused many to have to deal with grief, whether they knew it or not. We are not 

created to “hole up” in our homes and put aside relationships. We were created for relationship and in the past 

couple of years, many have had to deal with grief due to the Coronavirus.  

Grief can be difficult and it’s usually not very predictable. Many people do not experience grief in the same 

way and many never recover from grief as there is no 10-step program for dealing with loss and there is no 

time-frame for grieving either. In some cases, grief will always be present, even if it reveals itself in a less in-

tense form overtime.  

These past couple of years have been difficult and within our church families and community we have seen 

sickness and death, especially in the last two months. With this in mind, as we enter March, I would like to 

write to you with a few thoughts on grief and what God has to say to His children so that you would be en-

couraged and strengthened with the Spirit of God to deal with some of your own grief and help each other as 

we care for one another as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

The first thing I want you to know is this: Grieving is a good thing for us to go through in order to deal with 
loss of all types. In others words, it’s okay to grieve. Being able to express feelings of guilt, anger, confusion 
and despair is the beginning of this process and God knows that you experience these feelings. He not only 

knows you experience them but He is more than able to help you through them. Revelation 21:4 says, “And 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” There will come a day with no more grief, and 

the God who promises that day is the same God that is with you this day. Jesus promised those who mourn 
will be comforted (Matthew 5:4). So, as we grieve, we can grieve knowing we have a loving Savior who 
grieves with us and knows the deepest parts of our heart and soul. Because of this, He knows how to help us in 

our grief. Don’t suppress these feelings of grief. Give them to God and lean into His truth to help you during 
your time of need.  



 

Secondly, Jesus tells us in John 11:35-36, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in 

Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” On His way to grieve His friend Lazarus, 

who had died, Jesus tells Martha and us, that by believing in Him, we may have life 

again and anew. The death of a loved one is often the most intense form of grief that 

we experience. Even when we lose Christian brothers and sisters, we still grieve be-

cause we have lost them for now. However, permanent loss for the Christian has been 

eliminated by Jesus Christ. We can know, even in our grief that we do not grieve as 

those who have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13), but we grieve knowing God understands and has made a way 

where we will be reunited one day. This is God’s goodness to His children to know that He is with us in our 

grief and has promised, even in our loss here, to unite us with Himself and with each other.  

Lastly, God comforts us in our grief. He certainly comforts us directly, but He also uses each and every one of 

us to help in this endeavor. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” We 

are given the privilege of caring for each other in difficult times. I can’t imagine going through some of the 

difficulties I have experienced without some of my brothers and sisters helping and praying for me and my 

family. There are times when no words will suffice to help in a situation, but simply the presence of our Chris-

tian family makes all the difference.  

As stated before, grief is something that finds us all. While we may deal with grief in different ways, we can 

certainly comfort each other and lean into Jesus when we are in need. I want to let you know that my wife, 

Carrie, has felt led to start a Facebook group for just this very thing. We don’t know where the Lord will take 

this, but if you would like, you can join her on this journey as she looks at the stages of grief and seeks wis-

dom from God’s Word. The hope is that this will be a place of encouragement from one another when the 

times of grief come. The Facebook page is called Praying Through Grief and Loss.  You can certainly reach 

out to me or her directly if you are experiencing grief or just want to talk through some emotions and life ex-

periences you are going through.  

Let us all do our best for the Lord as we encourage and strengthen one another in our times of grief.  

 

In the Amazing Grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

Chad and Carrie 



 

 

 

Bible Study with the Reaper’s Class 

The Reaper's class will have its Spring Bible study, He Chose the Cross, for five weeks beginning March 
15th.  It will be at 6:30pm. We will start with a light dinner and have Bible study from 7:00-8:00 PM. We will 
meet in the fellowship hall.  Everyone is welcome. Please let June Smith Tyler or Teresa Tolliver know if you 
will attend and if you need a study guide.  

Operation Christmas Child News 

SPRING is almost here which means it's time to SPRING into action on the Operation Christmas Child Shoe-
boxes.  Last year New Bethel packed 825 boxes for children around the world.  If you consider that each of 
those boxes contained as many as 15 different items, that means that we packed around 12,000 items into the 
boxes just from our church.  It takes time, effort, and your help to collect that many items.  That's why we're 
asking you to help in our collection efforts over the next few months. For the month of March, we would like 
to collect basic items which go into each box which include: a bar of soap, crayons or markers, pencils, eras-
ers, rulers, small toy, combs, brushes, writing paper. We have recently received a donation of 1200 washcloths 
from Standard Textiles which we will place in the boxes along with the soap. A Christmas box will be placed 
in the church entrance for any items you're able to donate. From now through October, we'll be collecting vari-
ous items and toys for boys and girls ages 2-14. 

SEEKING YOUR HELP IN PRAYER AND GIVING 

     March 6th-12th is the Week of Prayer for North American Missions.  It is also known as the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering. Your help is needed to pray for all of the missionaries in America and Canada.  The 
costs of mission work continues to increase so we ask you to also pray about giving an offering to help support 
the missionaries.  Every dollar given to the Annie Armstrong Easter offering supports the missionaries and the 
work they have been called to do.  The missionaries are planting new churches and meeting the needs of peo-
ple who desperately need to hear the gospel.   Because you give, lives are being changed.    

     You may give by taking a church bank from the sanctuary and pray as a family to give an offering or you 
can use an envelope in the pews and put your contribution in the offering plate.  You may also mail your con-
tribution to the church office.  New Bethel’s goal is $1500.  We would like to have the goal met by Easter 
which is April 17th. 

Please read the pamphlet which you received in the bulletin and pray for the missionaries and their work.  You 
may also read about the missionaries on the website:  www.anniearmstrong.com  click on the Week of Prayer. 

     Annie Armstrong was born in 1850, a time when there was little opportunity for women to speak out, yet 
her devotion to Christ led her to a life of service and leadership.  She organized women to give and to meet the 
needs of people around them.  She rallied vital support for the missionaries.  Because of Annie Armstrong’s 
visionary leadership we are still involved with supporting our missionaries and their work in North America.   

 Please pray and give to help spread the gospel to those who need the Lord. 

http://www.anniearmstrong.com


       March 

1st Women’s Bible Study                      6:30-8:00 pm 

2nd Mid-week Bible Study                             7:00 pm 

6th Kids  Night                         6:00-8:00 pm 

     Youth Meeting                                7:00-8:00 pm 

8th WMU Meeting                              9:30-11:00 am 

9th Mid-week Bible Study                             7:00 pm 

13th Kids Night                         6:00-8:00 pm 

       Youth Meeting                                7:00 pm  

15th Reaper’s Class Bible Study                   7:00 pm 

             *Light dinner begins at 6:30pm. 

16th Mid-week Bible Study                           7:00 pm 

20th Kids Night                         6:00-8:00 pm 

       Youth Meeting                                7:00 pm 

22nd Reaper’s Class Bible Study                   7:00 pm 

             *Light dinner begins at 6:30pm. 

23rd Mid-week Bible Study                           7:00 pm 

26th Men’s Breakfast                                     8:00 am 

27th Kids Night                         6:00-8:00 pm 

       Youth Meeting                                7:00 pm 

29th Reaper’s Class Bible Study                   7:00 pm 

             *Light dinner begins at 6:30pm. 

30th Mid-week Bible Study                           7:00 pm 

Contact Us 
New Bethel Baptist Church  

P.O. Box 100 
2022 Verona Mudlick Road  

Verona, KY 41092 
(859) 485-4864 

 

Bro. Chad Brannan, Pastor:  

pastorchadbrannan@gmail.com 
 

Stacey Griffin, Minister of Music:  

staceyagriffin@gmail.com 
 

Robert Strunk, Minister of Youth:  

robertstrunk@yahoo.com 

 

Kathy McDannold, Administrative Assistant:  

nbbckyassistant@gmail.com  
 

Visit us on the web at www.nbbcky.com  

1-Lois Rich 

    Ethan Art 

2-Gabriella Robinson 

5-Jimmie Webster 

6-Norval Gullion 

   Matt Bowling 

8-Brady Cook 

12-Karla Porter 

      Shelby Burton Russo  

15-Cana Griffin  

16-Jackie Alford  

18-Shawn Kirk 

     Tyler Massey  

20-Judith Humphrey 

23-Wanda Webster 

24-Randal Presser  

25-Lauren Hellard 

     Lindsey Dow 

     Dane Dwyer 

     Emma Strunk  

26-Nicholas Ryan  

    Shannon Bloomer 

    Austin Jewell  

27-Hannah Robinson  

     Ann B. Stevens 

     Mason King  

     Addison Greener 

28-Charolette Kemper 

29-Shawna Bowling 

 

mailto:sgriffin@nbbcky.com

