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“Freedom to Love with the Love of Christ” 

As we enter into July together, we have much to be thankful for and our independ-

ence is usually on top of the list. July 4th is a great day in the history of our great 

country. America’s independence is not something to be taken lightly or dis-

missed. Many men and women have served and died over the years for the free-

doms we have today. As many who have traveled to other parts of the world will 

tell you when they come back, there is no place like home in America.  

Unfortunately, our cultural climate is not such that many are coming together in unity with 

the freedoms we have. As we watch the news and read the papers and social media it seems that we 

are becoming more divided as Americans. What is it going to take to bring us together? What com-

promises and/or sacrifices will be required? How can a country so divided on so many issues come 

together in unity? These are hard questions to ask and even harder still to answer.  

As Christians, the Word of God has much to say about our freedom, specifically the freedom 

that we have in Christ Jesus and the unity we are to have through Him. Paul writes to the Galatians 

and gives them great insight into this freedom and unity that is called for through Christ Jesus. We 

would do well to learn from his teaching. He writes, “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But 

do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire 

law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ If you keep on biting and 

devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other” (Gal. 5:13-15). Paul tells us 

there is something we are not to do, something we are to do, and then gives us a warning.  

The first thing he tells us is not to use our freedom to indulge our sinful natures. With every-

thing going on in the world around us it is easy to get caught up in anger and resentment. In other 

words, it’s easy for us to get caught up in our sinfulness as we see what is happening and seek to en-

gage in the culture. Let us not use our American freedom in a way that would taint our spiritual free-

dom in Christ and so cause someone to stumble. Let all of our deeds and words be seasoned with 

salt and light as we seek to use our freedoms for the sake of Christ and His kingdom.  



Secondly, Paul tells us what we should be doing. Rather than giving in to our sin, we are 

to serve each other in love. If you wanted one law to follow in this life, then love is it. But, re-

member, this is love according to the Lord. When the world talks about love, it is often connected 

to emotions and lacks truth. However, God’s Word tells us, “Love does not delight in evil but re-

joices with the truth” (1 Cor. 13:6). Not only does love rejoice in the truth, God tells us it is pa-

tient, kind, and does not boast. This love is not envious, proud, self-seeking, easily angered, rude, 

or keeps any record of wrongs. This is an amazing love that comes from an amazing God.  

Paul warns us we will destroy each other if we continue down the path of “devouring and 

biting” one another. It’s a grim picture, but a clear picture that the love of God must be evident in 

our lives and in our culture to non-believers. But, how will it be evident to those outside the 

church of Christ if it is not evident inside first? In Christ, we are all a part of the same “bride,” the 

same “body,” the same “people” who have been called to salvation, true freedom, for the purpose 

of God’s glory, through His love, as a witness to others. We have an amazing God who has show-

ered upon us great love through His Son who is the perfect manifestation of truth and grace and it 

is this same love, truth and grace that must dominate our lives as we live in the freedom of Christ 

Jesus.   

We are reminded by the apostle John that it is our amazing God who is love and he shows 

us how we know what this love is. He writes, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for each other. If anyone has materi-

al possessions and sees another in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in 

them? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth” (1 John 

3:16-18). This type of love that comes from God requires action on our part as we seek to love 

our neighbors as ourselves with the freedom Christ offers. 

This true freedom in Christ comes through His grace and mercy poured out on the cross 

and realized through His resurrection. This true freedom leads us to know true love and that love 

is what must define the Christian today and every day. As we celebrate our American freedoms 

and pray for unity in our country, let us not forget the greatest freedom we could ever have in 

Christ Jesus and pray for unity within the body of Christ to share His love with all people.  

If you seek unity in this world, it must come being carried on the shoulders of love…. God’s love 

in Christ Jesus.  

May the name of God be praised by how we love one another in true freedom,  

Pastor Chad 



The annual Ice Cream Social will be July 18, 2021  at 6:00pm at the shelter 

house. Feel free to bring homemade ice cream or a dessert, but it is not required.  

Operation Christmas Child  

Christmas Shoebox items being collected July are toys for boys ages 2-14. Some suggestions: 

Legos,  books, comic books, cars, trucks, marbles, puzzles, flashlight with batteries, hand-held 

game with batteries, hero figures (please note: we are not allowed to send war-related toys or toy 

guns). New t-shirts and socks can also be used. Good place for finding these: the dollar stores in-

cluding Dollar Tree and the clearance section in other stores. Place items in the Christmas box 

near the church entrance. 

Save the Date 

Mark your calendars for our “BACK TO SCHOOL BASH” August 13.  This is a  night of fun for 

the whole family.  We will be having games, hotdogs, drinks, and popcorn to go with the movie 

that will begin at dusk! This is a free event for the community and we want everyone to attend.  

Look for more details in the bulletin and in the August newsletter.  



1st-Nils Pearson 

3rd Br ian Robinson  

       Donna Warner   

4th Ethel Goff  

5th Scott Biehl  

       Luke Montgomery 

6th Stacey Griffin  

10th Karen Biehl  

         Micki Biehl Dixon 

12th Kairos Caldwell 

13th Zack Landrum 

14th Milford Dow   

21st Krystal Warner   

22nd Jane Benjey  

         Mary Jane Smith  

24th Barbara Perkins 

         Bonnie Conover  

25th Andy Michael 

27th Jenny Dwyer  

29th Kila MacAdams  

30th Randy Landrum  

         Corky Alder  

          

July 

4th Independence Day 

7th Mid-week Bible Study              7:00 pm 

11th Church Council Meeting         6:00 pm 

13th WMU Quarterly Meeting      10:00 am 

          At Macedonia  

21st Mid-week Bible Study             7:00 pm 

28th Business Meeting                    7:00 pm 

Contact Us 
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Verona, KY 41092 
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robertstrunk@yahoo.com 
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Visit us on the web at www.nbbcky.com  

mailto:sgriffin@nbbcky.com

