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“When Bad Things Happen to Good People” 

As I write this newsletter this month, I am thinking about our mission team that went to 

Mayfield where a massive tornado came through just seven months ago. As we were trav-

eling down in the rain on the western side, the other side of our commonwealth was receiv-

ing massive flooding which left many dead, missing, and now seeking help as they begin 

the process of recouping and rebuilding. As I arrived home this week, I received infor-

mation of a church family who’s loved one was sick in the hospital and another who lost a family member 

from sickness and who was just 46 years old.  

 The fact of the matter is we live in a world of pain, suffering, tragedy and death. There is no one in 

this world who is not affected somehow or someway by the realities of life at one point or another. We talk 

much about God’s sovereignty and so we know that every thing that happens must at least have been al-

lowed by Him to take place if not directly caused by Him to take place. Even knowing this though, many 

still question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” This is such a hard question for so many, and 

especially for the lost, who have not yet experienced the true and full grace of God. So how do we answer 

this question? How do we answer it for others? And, how do we answer it for ourselves?  

 As hard as it is for us to grasp and to acknowledge sometimes, we must remember that there are no 

“good” people. All people are born into and affected by sin and its curse upon the earth. Therefore, none es-

cape what sin is or what sin does. Ecclesiastes 7:20 says, “There is not a righteous man on earth who does 

what is right and never sins.” Romans 3:23 reminds us, “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.” And, 1 John 1:8 states, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”  

 We all feel the weight of sin upon this world in one way or another. It may be our own fault and 
sometimes it may be felt by the sin of others. The of sin of mankind has had an impact on how the world 
works and the tragedies we see may not be the result of our own sin or others, but simply the effect of sin on 

the world God created. When asking ourselves or answering others with the question of why would God al-
low bad things to happen to good people; allow me to give you four things to consider… 
 

1.   While bad things take place and do happen to people in this world, we must remember that this world is 

not the end. As Christians, we must continue to have a biblical worldview which carries with it an 

eternal perspective. For believers this world is not our home. We must trust in the Words of our Lord, 

“Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 

far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 

seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18. 



  2. Secondly, God will use bad things that happen for a greater good. We see this over and over in 

many of our own lives as well as those recorded for us in Scripture. Joseph was innocent of all 

wrongdoing and suffered much, but was faithful to God and able to see the final results of his faith-

fulness in God’s plan of redemption. For the believer, God’s Word tells us, “And we know that in 

all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose” (Romans 8:28). That good may not be seen by us in all circumstances, but is promised by 

God to those who are faithful.  
    

   3.Bad things sometimes take place in order to equip believers for more service and a deeper ministry. 

Nobody goes through life without some type of scars from the curse of sin, whether it be personally 

or through a major tragedy. All believers are equipped to help others in their time of need and com-

fort. The Bible tells us, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 

those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). 

Simply put, we can pray, give, and go as we take the same comfort God has given us to comfort oth-

ers; whether it be physical needs, emotional needs, or spiritual needs.   
   

   4.Lastly, we must remember this truth above all else…the worst thing to ever happen, happened to the 

best person. The only innocent person to ever suffer at the hands of God was His own Son, Jesus. 

He was the only righteous one to ever live and He suffered more than we can ever comprehend so 

that one day there would be no more suffering, pain, tragedy or death.  
 

 Many will ask the question, “If God is love than why does He allow these bad things to happen to 

good people?” We must be able to answer with the fact that He has made a way for us to be redeemed and 

never have to suffer again. He has made a way out of our own sin and the effect of sin on this world. He has 

done this through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. His Word promises, “…God demonstrated his own love for us 

in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). That, my friend, is a loving God!  

 I’ve taken much of this month’s newsletter from a website called gotquestions.org in order to help 

us answer this question. Of course, there is much more that can be discussed and there are still hard ques-

tions that we may not ever see the answer to until the day we see Jesus. You can find all sorts of answers to 

different questions you may have and this website is a great source to give you a starting point. What we 

need to remember in regard to the question here, however, is that God either works things by His control or 

allows things to take place by His control for a reason. Whether we understand it all or not doesn’t change 

the fact that He is all good, all loving, all merciful and just in all He does. We should not doubt His good-

ness toward us, or toward others, but simply trust in Him for all things through life’s tragedies.  
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).  

 

        May God bless you all as you walk through this life by faith,  

        Pastor Chad 

 

         Source: “Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people?”  

         gotquestions.org, Aug. 2, 2022.  



TOYS (At least 1 item): Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 
ropes, sidewalk chalk, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries) , 
Slinky®, Frisbee, card games such as Ol’ Maid, Go Fish, etc.  
 
HYGIENE ITEMS (At least 2 items): toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar  soap (boxed and in a plastic 
bag), shampoo (securely sealed & in a plastic bag) hairbrush, comb, pony tail holders, barrettes, hair clips, 
washcloth, etc.  
 
OTHER (At least 2 items): Children’s or Teen Bible (KJV, God’s Word, or CSB version), age-
appropriate Christian books, sunglasses, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries)  
 
FOOD (At least 2 items): Canned food items with pop-tops (nothing which requires a can opener and no 
plastic containers), protein bars, hard candy (NO chocolate) and lollipops (please double bag all candy), 
mints, gum, NO food items with peanut butter or nuts).  
 
CLOTHING (At least 2 items. All clothing items must be new with tags/packaging): T-shirts, under-
wear, socks, warm hat, gloves, scarf, ball cap, fleece pullover, warm outerwear  
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: School supplies are welcome, but not all sites need school supplies. If you are 
partnering with a site, please check with them regarding school supplies and what type of school supplies 
are needed, please use age-appropriate school supplies.  
 
Additional Ideas to consider for older kids (11-17):  
GIRLS: lip gloss, costume jewelry, scarves, fr iendship bracelets, craft kits, journals, fun socks & slip-
pers, doodle books, Spirograph kit, feminine hygiene supplies  
BOYS: LEGOS®, card games, hand-held electronic games, flashlights (with extra batteries), basketball, 
soccer ball, NERF™ football  
 

Please do not include any food items that are perishable or can be easily crushed or opened while in transit. 
Please do not include any knives  

                Christmas in August  

                  Backpack supplies  
We are beginning to collect for our backpacks again this year. Working with the WMU 

we will be filling backpacks for children in our area who are in need. We are asking each 

church family to fill at least one backpack this year but you can fill more if you would 

like. We have plenty to go around.  If you are able to bring supplies, please see the list 

provided.  You can bring them on Sunday mornings or drop them off at the church office during the week be-

tween 9am-12pm. Thank you for your support as we continue this ministry. If you have any other questions, 

please contact Marjorie Stewart.  



Food Pantry Items Needed 

Our food pantry has been used a lot and we need some help stocking it.  Below is a list of items that are 
needed. If you would like to donate any items; please drop them off in the church office.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Kathy in the church office.  

 Fruit bars, pop tarts, granola bars, cereal, fruit cups,  ravioli, baked beans,  
            Oatmeal, vienna sausages, canned tuna, potted meat, ramen noodles,  
  
 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Need for Soap and Toothbrushes: Donations have been down so far for bar soap and 
toothbrushes for the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. Each box is packed with 
basic hygiene items including soap, washcloth, and toothbrush.  Can you help by donat-
ing soap and/or toothbrushes to a child who does not have these basic items? 
 

  



August 

3rd Mid-week Bible Study     7:00 pm 

6th  Trustees Work Day          9:00 am-12:00 pm 

7th Nominating Committee Meeting      5:00 pm 

       Youth Meeting                   6:30-8:00 pm 

9th WMU Meeting                                  9:00 am 

10th Mid-week Bible Study                   7:00 pm 

14th Youth Meeting                   6:30-8:00 pm 

17th  Budget & Finance Committee        9:00 am 

          Mid-week Bible Study                    7:00 pm 

20th Back to School Bash              1:00-3:00 pm 

24th Mid-week Bible Study                    7:00 pm 

27th Men’s Breakfast                            8:00 am 

31st Business Meeting      7:00 pm 
 

September 

3rd Trustees Work Day          9:00 am-12:00 pm 

5th Labor Day-Church office closed 

6th Trustees Work Day           9:00 am-12:00 pm 

7th Mid-week Bible Study                      7:00 pm 

11th Youth Meeting                   6:30-8:00 pm 

13th WMU Meeting                                9:00 am 

14th Mid-week Bible Study                    7:00 pm 

3rd Mike Stewart 

      Mary Jo Wood 

6th Chuck Smith 

8th Monty Hagstrom 

     Hailey MacAdams 

9th Sean Spillman 

10th Tracey Evans 

        Samantha Biehl 

11th David Brown 

12th Margaret Ryan  

13th Mary Jo Wood  

14th June Tyler 

       Ernie Ryan 

       Bryson Stewart 

15th Lizzy Davis 

17th Pam Kirk 

       Austin Cooper 

18th Bill Kemper 

       Tyler Brannan 

20th Pete MacAdams 

        Cooper Burch 

22nd Eddie Stewart 

        Taylor Talbott 

24th Teresa Tolliver 

        Woo Alder 

25th Eddie Perkins  

       Mike Jewell  

       Josh Blackburn 

       Brennan Walz 

26th Micah Alford 

28th Stacy Art 

29
th

 Adelyn Art  

Contact Us 
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P.O. Box 100  
2022 Verona Mudlick Road  

Verona, KY 41092  
(859) 485-4864 

 
 

Bro. Chad Brannan, Pastor:  

pastorchadbrannan@gmail.com 
 

Stacey Griffin, Minister of Music:  

staceyagriffin@gmail.com 

 

Kathy McDannold, Administrative Assistant:  

nbbckyassistant@gmail.com  
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