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2019-2020 Church Leadership Council 

 

Class of 2020     Class of 2021    Class of 2022 

Mike Moran     Jim Barrows    Ray Harris 

Elsa Tuttle     Megan Hayes    Stephanie Marker 

Randy Williams, chair    Angie Schnetzer   Melanie Zink-Schyvinck 

 

Ex Officio (voice but no vote)  Kris Keller, Lead Pastor; Andrea Lyttle, Office/Facilities Manager;  

Elaine Buchholz, Financial Officer 

 

Thank you to Lisa Daniels, Cliff Mohn, and Brand Eskew for their service on the 2018-19 Leadership 
Council. Their term will end on June 30, 2019.  We truly appreciate their guidance and commitment to the 
new one-board structure.  

 

Nominating Committee 

Class of 2020     Class of 2021    Class of 2022 

Lisa Daniels     Nancy Baker    Jenn Arth  

Cliff Mohn     Jon Frentrop    Susan Culpepper 

Cris Sullivan     Diana Griffiths    Rich Vaughn 

 

 

A Church Conference has been scheduled for Sunday, June 2, at 10:30 in the sanctuary.   

 

The sole purpose of this Church Conference is to elect the new Leadership Council whose term will begin 
on July 1, 2019.  The vote is extended to professing members of the church present at the meeting.  
Votes will be taken by written ballot.  
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Dear First Friends,  
 
My first “last” thing occurs this week, as I have my last tutoring session with my four students that I have been 
working with this school year. I’ll be making and bringing cupcakes (3 vanilla and 1 chocolate, according to their 
choices) for them, in addition to a special book for each one. I’m bringing cupcakes to their teachers, also, to thank 
them for their willingness to make space in the school day to share their students with me. Truth be told, if I was 
going to make cupcakes for all the deserving folks who are part of our VILLAGE tutoring efforts, I would need to 
make 37 cupcakes for each one of our tutors, with a dozen cupcakes for Linda Cox alone, whose leadership has made this program 
possible. (Sorry, but I won’t be doing that much baking!) Around 150 children in the Blue Springs School District have reading tutors 
as a result of this program, something that came about because of a sermon I preached last year. God is so very good to have 
blessed us with such an amazing ministry! If you haven’t yet joined in the fun of spending an hour a week with some really great kids, 
contact the office or Linda Cox about getting information for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Back before I knew I would be moving churches this year, a dear clergy friend of mine asked if I would accompany her on the Camino 
de Santiago. Knowing that I had two weeks for continuing education that was unused, I said “yes” spontaneously. This ancient pil-
grimage has been traveled for around 1200 years by faithful people seeking to deepen their spiritual walk. Many different paths con-
verge on the Cathedral of St. James in Santiago de Compostela in Spain. In some places, the path has been worn down lower than 
the surrounding earth, from the footsteps of centuries of pilgrims. My spur-of-the-moment decision last fall comes to fruition this 
month, May 13-23. We will be walking a total of 100 km over the course of our six days that will involve walking. I look forward to this 
physical journey as a means of spiritual preparation for the journey to a new setting for ministry. 
 
I continue to hold you all deeply in prayer, dear friends. In these next two months of shared ministry, we will have opportunity to con-
tinue to grow in our faith. This month, I will preach on two of my favorite topics, hope and forgiveness. With these two things, we can 
face with courage any challenge life presents us. 
 
I am hopeful for the fantastic future ahead for First UMC. 
 
 

Blessings,  
Sally 
 
 

Contact me at shaynes@bluespringsumc.org. 
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April 20-21, 2019 
Giving:                            2019        2018 
One Fund……..…..… $17,909 
YTD One Fund         $314,072     $277,197 
 
Worship Attendance:  
  
Worship………..….……………836 
 

Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…..9
 Youth…………no meeting 
               Adults………....no meeting  
 Total                        9 
 

 
Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 26 
 
More detailed financial information is avail-
able at the information table in the lobby or in 
the church office. 
 
 

   

 

April 13-14, 2019 
Giving:                            2019          2018 
One Fund……..…..……..$9,503 
YTD One Fund            $296,163     $261,975 
 
Worship Attendance:  
  
Worship………..….……………468 
 
Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…...71
 Youth……………No Meeting 
               Adults…………..…….99 
 Total                         170 
 
Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 22 
 
More detailed financial information is avail-
able at the information table in the lobby or in 
the church office. 
 

April 6-7, 2019 
Giving:                            2019          2018 
One Fund……..…..……$24,383    
YTD One Fund            $283,660    $252,646 
 
Worship Attendance:  
  
Worship………..….……………332 
 
Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…...56
 Youth……Young Christians Wknd 
               Adults…………..…….110 
 Total                         166 
 
Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 19 
 
More detailed financial information is avail-
able at the information table in the lobby or in 
the church office. 
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D e v e l o p i n g  

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  
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Widows’ Support Group 
 

The Widows’ Support Group will meet on Wednesday, May 15, at 11:30 a.m. 

Culver’s  

1301 S. Highway 7 

Blue Springs 

 

Contact Joyce Maggard at 229-1300 or Carol Sartain at 229-9753 for reservations or more in-
formation. 

Tuesday Team 
Calling all handymen (and handywomen) who have availability on Tuesday afternoons! Would 
you like to join with a group of others for a couple of hours on Tuesday afternoons to do odd 

jobs around the church? The next gathering will be Tuesday, May 7, at 2 p.m. 

Graduate Recognition 

If you have someone who is graduating from high school or college that you’d like us to recog-

nize in the June newsletter, please send an email to office@bluespringsumc.org. 

 

Small Groups  
Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” 

 

Keep your eyes open! As summer nears, so does the focus on Small Groups!  
 

There will be a sign-up in the lobby COMING SOON, with all the information for all the different 
groups we will be starting. We are very much looking forward to all the “sharpening” that will 
occur from these groups! 

Our Next 5th Sunday is June 30 
We’ll have one combined worship service at 10 a.m. 
Reminder...we will not have a service on Saturday, June 29. 
Watch for more information as we get more details on our plans for that date. 

First Sunday Greeters Needed 

If you’re interested in greeting on the first Sunday of the month before the 10:45 a.m. service, 

please contact the church office at 229-8108. 

Women’s Reading Group is Back 
Join us as we read “Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving and Finding the Church” by Rachel 
Held Evans. The book is available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon; the Mid-Continent Library 
Blue Springs South branch will hold its three copies for us under the group’s name. We will 
meet in room 100 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. starting Thursday, June 6, for eight weeks. Please read 
into the first chapter before June 6. For more information, call the church at 229-8108 or email 

Elizabeth Braden at bradenelizabeth@sbcglobal.net. 

Help Spread Mulch! 

We’ll be spreading mulch around the church property at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 18. 
 

We’ll meet in front of the church office.  All volunteers are welcome! If you’re unable to attend that day but 
would like to make a donation for mulch, that is appreciated also. 

mailto:bradenelizabeth@sbcglobal.net
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M i s s i o n s  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
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First United Methodist Church has a new opportunity to 
serve our community.  Every month there will be a different 
opportunity to serve others. There are several options. The 
hope is that everyone involved at First UMC will be able to 
participate in at least one service project during the year 
AND that we all can learn about different ways that we can 
keep serving on a regular basis.   
 

 

April  
The April First in Service project was a great success!!  We collected one assembled bucket 
and over $900!! The plan is to set up an assembly line in the church lobby sometime in May so 
everyone has a chance to pack a bucket, or part of one, with the provided items.  Everyone will 
have a chance to participate in this project!! 
 

May  
The First in Service project for May will be to help St. Mary’s Manor with some yard cleanup on 
Saturday, May 11, from 9:00 - noon.  We will do some weeding and trimming.  This will prepare 
the grounds for spring landscaping.  The residents will have a beautiful place to spend their 
time.  Anyone willing to help will meet at the church to load up the bus at 9 a.m. or join us at St. 
Mary’s at 9:15 a.m..  Bring pruners, hand trimmers, and garden/work gloves. We might need a 
couple of big trimmers for bushes, etc.  Contact Brooke Roskop with questions 
(broskop@bluespringsumc.org or 229-8108). 
 

June 

On Saturday, June 8, from 10 a.m. - noon, we will be making cards for our office to send to 
homebound members, special birthdays, etc.  This will take place in the church office confer-
ence room. Bring your own supplies or use the supplies provided.   
 
 
Lunch Food for Summer School 
Summer School is almost here!!  Students attending summer school are required to bring their 
lunch from home.  Some families may struggle to send a lunch. For several years, First UMC 
has provided peanut butter, jelly, bread, chips, and fruit for the students at Paul Kinder Middle 
School.  School staff will place the items in the cafeteria so the kids can make a lunch for them-
selves. 
 

If you would like to donate some supplies for this project, loaves of bread and jars of peanut 
butter and jelly would be great to have.  Bring donations to the office or to the information table 
during worship on Saturday or Sunday. Contact Brooke Roskop for more information 

(broskop@bluespringsumc.org or 229-8108).  
 

May First Meal Ministry 
 

Our First Meal Ministry will be 
Wednesday, May 29, 2019;  
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.   
 

Please contact Kristi at  
kharris@bluespringsumc.org for 
more information or to volunteer 
your time. 

Youth Missions 
Because we cannot say it 
enough: Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you!  
 

You have loved this group of 
Youth so much; and in doing so, 
you have enacted as the Church 
of Christ and it has been amaz-
ing to see!  
 

Our appreciation and presenta-
tion event will be in August— 
exact date to be announced 
soon!  

mailto:broskop@bluespringsumc.org
mailto:broskop@bluespringsumc.org
mailto:kharris@bluespringsumc.org


HEALTH CONCERNS 
Mary Arth  Max Brown Marge Bradford  
Shirley Connelly Marti Dietrich Jody Fails   
Judy Gregston Pat Hailstone Maxine Hall  
Vicki Kerr  Gloria Kniffen Marty Kniffen  
Kay McCormick Sharon McMullin Jean Moore  
Pat Parr  Velton Viles Steve Young  
Alicia, friend of Shannon and Renee Pearce 
Annjanette Suchanek, per Norma Jean Sigler 
Bill and Jean Best, per Marisa Gilbert 
Brad Moretti, per Steve and Donna Bell 
Cindy, Cheryl Bragg’s sister 
Dave Sundberg, per Sandy Tharp 
Eva Castillo, per Marisa Gilbert 
Frank Thurman, Betty Hartwig’s brother 
Gomer and Ana Javier, per Marisa Gilbert 
Ilrye Kim, Julie Well’s mother 
Jack Bagby, per Cyndi Sloan 
Kelly Campbell, per Roma Troxel 
Kelsey Kwapnoski, per Kenny and Lenora Stoecklein 
Lester Williamson, per Jan Balcom 
Lisa Sterling, per Dan and Rachelle Bartlett 
Nancy Forth, per Jan Balcom 
Nieko Glesbrecht, per Marisa Gilbert 
Stacy Heard, per Cyndi Sloan 
Porferio Olan, per Marisa Gilbert 
Rita Thompson, Jean Moore’s sister 
Teresa Hankins, per Marisa Gilbert 
Terrilyn McCormick, Perry and Kay McCormick’s daughter 
Ted Patena, per Marisa Gilbert 
 
 

SYMPATHY 
To Kathy Bozarth on the passing of her cousin, Donnie Barker, on 
April 6. 
 

To Jerry and Janet Smith on the passing of Janet’s brother, Bucky 
Nash, on April 10.  
 

To Bill and Teresa Thurman on the passing of Teresa’s mother.  Bill is 
Betty Hartwig’s brother. 
 

To Lori Adkins on the passing of her stepfather, George Constant.  
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

C a r e / C a l e n d a r  

Date Time Location 
Sunday, May 5  
Wee Singers 10:15 a.m.  116 
Power Praise Kids End-of-Year Party 4:00 p.m.  117 
 

Monday, May 6 
Church Leadership Meeting 6:30 p.m. 103 
Gospel Singers Rehearsal 7:00 150 
 

Tuesday, May 7 
ROMEO Men’s Lunch 11:30 a.m.  Pizza Ranch 
Tuesday Team 2:00 p.m. Office 
Pickleball 7:00  Gym 
  

Wednesday, May 8 
Impact Youth Group 5:30 p.m. 014 
Men of Praise Rehearsal 6:30 150 
Worship Team Rehearsal 7:00 Sanctuary 
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry 7:00 103 
Rhapsody Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 7:30 154 
  

Thursday, May 9 
Back Fence Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 100 
Ruth Circle 10:15  112 
Altar Guild Meeting 2:00 p.m. Office 
Pickleball 7:00  Gym 
 

Friday, May 10 
Joy Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 154 
Adult Volleyball 7:00 p.m. Gym 
 

Saturday, May 11 
Yard Work at St. Mary’s Manor 9:00 a.m. Offsite 
Worship Service 5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, May 12 
Wee Singers 10:15 a.m. 116 
 

Monday, May 13 
 

Tuesday, May 14  
Tuesday Team 2:00  p.m. Office 
Learning Ladder Graduation 7:00  Sanctuary 
  

Wednesday, May 15 
Widows’ Support Group 11:30 a.m. Culver’s 
Impact Youth Group 5:30 p.m. 014 
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 154 
Men of Praise Rehearsal 6:30 150 
Worship Team Rehearsal 7:00 Sanctuary 
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry 7:00 103 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 150 
Rhapsody Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 7:30 154 
 

Thursday, May 16 
Back Fence Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  100 
Pickleball 7:00 p.m. Gym 
 

Friday, May 17 
Joy Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 154 
Adult Volleyball 7:00 p.m. Gym 
 

Saturday, May 18 
Worship Service 5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
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MILITARY 

Sean Batulis  Isaiah Rivas           
Tyler Byrd  Christian Schroeder      
Jason Tisdale  Justin Schroeder 
Emily Brittingham  Cole Sims* 
Tim Gorsline  Hunter Smith 
Henry Grubb*  Ryan Stacy* 
Rick Hansen  Jonathan Tucker* 
Brenton Jones  Brandon Walls          
Drew Kerber*  Angela Weigel-DeLuna 
Ben Patillo                           
                                                                        
             

Highlighted names—FUMC members              
 
*deployed overseas 



 Impact 

 Youth Ministry 

Contact Erika Braun at ebraun@bluespringsumc.org  
Join us:  
—Sunday mornings at 10:45  
in room 014 for Sunday 
School!   
Youth Groups meet on 
Wednesday evenings at 5:30 
in room 014!   

 

Youth Fellowship Groups 
meet on Sunday at 4 p.m. in 
room 014. 
 
All are welcome—students 

and parents! 
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A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  o f  B l u e  
C h i l d r e n / Y o u t h  

First UMC Children’s  

Ministry 

First Kids 
Contact Joanne Jones at  jjones@bluespringsumc.org 

Weekly Sunday School—Join 
us every Sunday morning at 
9:15 and 10:40.  There are 
classes for 3-year-olds and up. 
Nursery is available for all wor-
ship services, birth through two 

years old.   
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May: 
We want to give a huge thank you to everyone in the church that has supported our Youth! We 
have almost the entire trip paid for all 19 Youth that are going on one or both of the mission 
trips! Those who still have a balance have it down where they can afford it, and that is because 
of your amazing love and support! We are looking forward to the trips and then coming back to 
show our love to all at our Mission Trip Presentation event in August! 
 
Summer fun is just around the corner for our Youth! We are planning many fun events that our 
Youth will be inviting friends to! One of the events will be a campout the first week of August. 
We are seeking to borrow a few big tents from anyone in the congregation that is willing to loan 
them. By “big” we mean those that would sleep 8 or more! 
 
We are so excited that during the first week of June, the soon-to-be 6th graders get to join us! 
To welcome them, we are having a “Welcome to Youth Luau!” on June 5! Mark your calendars 
now and tell all the soon-to-be Youth you know that they are invited! 

Weekly Schedule: 
 
This month we are wrapping up Chimes, Power Praise and Wee Singers.  We will then be in 
summer mode with Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. and Children’s Ministry at 10:45 a.m. for  
three year olds - 5th Grade. 
 
Upcoming Events:  
 Power Praise performs May 4 at 5 p.m. and May 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 May 5, No Sunday school for K-5th grade.  Power Praise is performing and we want them 

to support their friends. 
 
 May 12, Wee Singers perform at the 10:45 a.m. service. 
 
 June 2, Promotion Sunday for the children. 
 
 Eagle Lake Day Camp, July 15-19.                                                                                  

Sign up NOW at:  eaglelakecamps.com/FirstBlueSprings 
 
 First UMC is excited to announce that we will be hosting our FIRST Mini Camp.  This 

camp will be July 15-19  from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. and is open for children ages 4-5.  
 

Cost for this camp will be $100 per child. Each child will need to bring their own lunch; snacks 
will be provided. Currently we have openings for 30 children. Keep an eye out for more details 

coming soon. 
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T r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  

W o r l d  
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Dresses and Shorts Update 

Thanks to the ladies that have continued to sew dresses and shorts.  We still need approxi-
mately 50 dresses and shorts to meet our current obligations.  It seems when First UMC 

can supply a need, there is always another need elsewhere on the horizon. 
 

After lots of work, we now have 110 items of clothing in a suitcase that will be delivered to 
Woods Chapel UMC.  In the near future, their Mission Team will get the suitcase to the 

Rainbow Network in Springfield, Mo. 
 

For the past year, there has been unrest within the country of Nicaragua where the clothing 
will be going.  Mission teams are not allowed in the country currently, but the Springfield 

network has been able to get supplies into the country. 
 

In June, our church is sending a mission team to Costa Rica.  They will be taking 50 items 

of clothing.  Please continue to sew so we can fill suitcases by June.  
 

Please pray for these mission teams and the unrest in Nicaragua.  

 

 

 

 

Day Camp Update 
July 15-19, 2019 

At the time of this printing we have 71 children registered for camp!  We are just 29 kids 
shy of reaching our goal of 100 kids. Please reach out and spread the word of Day Camp 
to your friends/families.  Registration is online at eaglelakecamps.com/FirstBlueSprings. 
Please prayerfully consider how you will be able to help this year with camp.  Volunteers 
will be needed at the Registration Table, as well as in each classroom, help with lunch, 
and families to host the counselors for the week.  Please contact Kristi at the church office 
or at kharris@bluespringsumc.org if you are interested in helping this year.  

Cancer Support Network 
 

The Cancer Support Network meets the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30. Our goal 
is to provide support and education to cancer survivors, those currently diagnosed with 
cancer, and their family members.  
All are welcome. If you’d like more information, please call the church office. 

Radical Hospitality  
Hey, Church – We have openings for Parking Lot Wavers!!!! Come be a part of this fun 
ministry – hold a sign/wave – make someone’s day as they drive by or into the parking lot. 
Is this something that you feel called to do?  
Contact Kristi for more information @ Kharris@bluespringsumc.org.  

mailto:kharris@bluespringsumc.org
mailto:Kharris@bluespringsumc.org
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I n f o r m a t i o n  

Ministers 

All members who have pledged 
to uphold First UMC with their 
prayers, presence, service, 
gifts, and witness. 
 

Pastors 

Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes 
   email:  
shaynes@bluespringsumc.org 
 
Erika Braun 
   email: 
ebraun@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Worship 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m, 
and 10:45 a.m. 

 

Office Hours 

8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday 
 

8:00 a.m.—noon Friday 

 

Church Office: (816) 229-8108 
Church fax: (816) 229-6705 
 

Email 
office@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Learning Ladder Preschool 
(816) 229-9949 
 

 

Church Website 
www.bluespringsumc.org 

 

Like us on Facebook: 

   Blue Springs UMC 
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Address Service Requested 

Mother’s Day  Brunch 

Saturday, May 4 

9 a.m., room 117 

All women of the church are invited to the annual Mother’s Day Brunch on 

Saturday, May 4, at 9 a.m.  The United Methodist Men are hosting this 

event to say thank you for all you do for us. 
 

Enjoy a delicious brunch of pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, fruit, and 

drink for $10 per person. All proceeds go to the UMM/Paul Rand Scholar-

ship Fund.   
 

Our guest speaker will be Judy Akers from Della Lamb.   

 

Tickets will be available at the door. 

 

 

 

 

 


