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Have we ever really grasped the miracle that took place in Jesus’ birth? This
Advent Book Study, led by Pastor Erika, will let each of us explore what this
Christmas miracle really means to us individually.
Using story and Scripture, Mike Slaughter and Rachel Billups will challenge us to
respond to the Advent season with down-to-earth love, humility, lifestyle, and obedience. Join us and let God’s great surprise change everything!
This Advent Book Study is open to anyone over the age of 18! We will meet on
Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in room 103! This study goes for four weeks: November 29, December 6,
December 13, and December 20. Books are $12 for regular print or large print.
Please RSVP and send in your money by November 12 by calling or emailing the church office.
All Saints Service
Please join us this weekend as we honor those who
have joined the church eternal in the last 12 months.

2018 Advent Music Fest
Saturday, December 15
4:30-7:00pm
Soup and chili will be served
beginning at 4:00 pm.
Please bring a holiday dessert
to share.
Music will begin at 4:30 p.m. If you would like to
participate, please contact Kathy Ford at
228-7596 or kathyjdf@aol.com.

Advent Sermon Series
Our Advent Sermon Series, titled “Calm and Bright,” will begin the
weekend of December 1-2 and conclude the Sunday after
Christmas.

Time Change Reminder
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 4. Don’t’ forget to set your clocks back one
hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 3.
First UMC’s Mission Statement:
Making faithful, hopeful, loving disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Pastoral News

First Connection

Dear First Friends,
We’ve begun our “Gifted” worship series, and I hope you’ve had a chance to complete your spiritual gifts survey.
This 75-question survey invites you to consider what you enjoy doing and where you feel successful. Out of your
honest responses to these questions, you will receive a list of five spiritual gifts that you exhibit, along with descriptions of those gifts.
The next, and bigger, question is how you choose to live out your giftedness. After all, as I shared in a sermon, you wouldn’t expect a
child who had received a longed-for bike for Christmas to leave it sitting in the corner. No, that child will be riding joyfully on that bike,
with the wind in her hair. Similarly, we need to make sure that we’re enjoying the gifts with which God has gifted us.
When you receive your descriptions of your spiritual gifts, you’ll also receive a list of various volunteer opportunities within our church.
There are so many ministries that need you. You will find new joy in sharing your gifts with others, and we will all be blessed by you.
“Gifted” will culminate as we receive your giving commitment for 2019 on November 17 and 18. All of us are called to live out the spiritual gift of generosity. Your pledge for 2019 helps us create our ministry plan in a way that is consistent with your gifts. I am so grateful for the many ways that you share in and support our ministries.
On another topic, our Leadership Council has started a conversation about changing our worship service times. The plan is to move
Sunday morning worship from three services to two, while maintaining our existing Saturday night service. Our hope is to create more
vitality in our services by bringing more people together in worship at the same time. We have a goal also of forming more options for
small groups and Sunday school classes, so that people can grow more deeply in their faith life.
Obviously, there are many questions that the Leadership Council is asking. We’ve been in conversation with our musicians and other
leaders, and we are hearing a healthy variety of responses. We’re looking also at what is working well for other churches. Now, we’d
like to hear from you. I hope that you’ll take time to fill out the survey you’ll be receiving in worship the first weekend in November, or
take it online after that date.
Spiritual gifts surveys. Giving commitment cards. Worship times surveys. I realize that we are asking for a lot of feedback from you
this month. Thank you for taking the time to share yourself with us. We need your input. Together, we are the body of Christ, and I am
so thankful for each one of you.
Blessings,
Sally
October 13-14, 2018
Giving:

2018

October 20-21, 2018
2017

Giving:

2018

October 27-28, 2018
2017

Giving:

2018

2017

One Fund………..….....$11,094

One Fund……..…..……$29,565

One Fund………...……$11,655

YTD One Fund

YTD One Fund

YTD One Fund

$758,719 $773,433

$788,284 $783,808

$799,940 $799,257

Worship Attendance:

Worship Attendance:

Worship Attendance:

Worship………..….……………316

Worship………..….……………358

Worship………..….……………343

Sunday School
Children…….…....…..45
Youth………….…....…7

Sunday School
Children…….…...…..49
Youth…………………6

Sunday School
Children…….…...…..55
Youth…………….……9

Adults…………….......117

Adults…………..……124

Adults……………….117

Total

169

Total

179

Total

181

Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 29

Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 21

Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 24

More detailed financial information is available
at the information table in the lobby or in the
church office.

More detailed financial information is available
at the information table in the lobby or in the
church office.

More detailed financial information is available
at the information table in the lobby or in the
church office.
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Children/Youth

First Connection

First Kids
Contact Michelle Mueller-Hinton at mmueller-hinton@bluespringsumc.org

Wee Singers, Children’s Chimers and Power Praise Kids

First UMC Children’s
Ministry

Weekly Sunday School—Join
us every Sunday morning at
9:15 and 10:40. There are
classes for 3-year-olds and up.
Nursery is available for all worship services, birth through two
years old.

Wee Singers is for children ages Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 1.
They meet on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in room 116. Contact Brooke Roskop at
broskop@bluespringsumc.org.
Children’s Chimers
Children in grades 2 through 5 have the opportunity to develop their musical skills through
Children’s Chimers (hand chimes). Chimers meet on Sundays at 10:40 a.m. in room 154.
Contact Liz Mueller at e.a.mueller@sbcglobal.net.
Power Praise Kids
Are you ready for some Really, Really Good News? Can you help us solve the
mystery of the Good Samaritan?
If so, come join our Power Praise Kids this year! Detectives must be 2-5th grade to
go on the hunt. We’ll be looking for clues to reveal the modern-day good-guy (or
girl?) and shout the Good News!
Come explore our music, snacks, and recreation every Sunday afternoon, from 4-5 p.m. in
room 116. For questions, call the Lead Investigator: Linda Cox, 898-3608, or
Assistant Investigator: Stephanie Marker, 220-9094.

Impact
Youth Ministry
Join us:
—Sunday mornings at 10:45
in room 014 for Sunday
School!
Youth Groups meet on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30
in room 014!
Youth Fellowship Groups
meet on Sunday evenings in
room 014.
*All Youth Small Group at 4
p.m. (every other week)
*High School Bible Study at
6:30 p.m.
All are welcome—students
and parents!

Contact Erika Braun at ebraun@bluespringsumc.org
November:
Someone has invited all of the Youth to a secret dinner party at the town’s mansion (the youth
room) and no one knows why!!!(eerie music).
The week before Thanksgiving, the Youth will be having a special kind of meal together! We
are having a Murder Mystery Dinner on November 14 at 5:30 p.m. We will be dressed up and
acting as specific townspeople who may or may not be “murdered” before we get to dessert!
I am looking for dinner-type foods (finger foods) for this event; so if you would like to donate,
please contact Erika.
If you’d like to sign up to provide a meal on Wednesday evenings, you can go to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0448a8a8ab29a3f85-meal
The Youth is in need of MALE safe-sanctuary-certificated volunteers! If you are interested,
please contact Erika and get started changing young lives by simply hanging out with them! I
promise, it is fun but more importantly, life-giving. Come join us!
Erika Braun
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Congregational
Care/Calendar

First Connection

HEALTH CONCERNS
Janice Alexander Shirley Connelly
Marti Dietrich
Jody Fails
Judy Gregston
Maxine Hall
Vicki Kerr
Gloria Kniffen
Sandra Meinershagen
Jean Moore
Wayne Ogilvie
Pat Parr
Chere Semple
Tracy Shelton
Bobby Tiffin
Steve Young
Karen Zymball
Arthur Galendez, per Marisa Gilbert
Becca Herz, friend of Alivia Brewer
Beverly England, friend of Gwen Wheeler
Bill and Jean Best, per Marisa Gilbert
Brie Gallagher, Mike Gallagher’s brother
Brad Moretti, per Steve and Donna Bell
Chris Whippo, per Marisa Gilbert
Cliff Bradenburg, friend of Jim and Linda LaShure
Cynthia Payne, per Annette Hoel
Dakota Sawyer, per Marisa Gilbert
Doug Hastert, co-worker of Todd Brewer
Floyd Thornsberry
Jackson Hood, Jim and Marti Dietrich’s grandson

Jim and Shirley Eddens, Jessica Harwood’s parents
Jodie Gallagher, per Mike Gallagher
John Pettineo, per Dee Meek
Karen Gangestad, friend of Gwen Wheeler
Kelly Campbell, per Roma Troxel
Leila Lenning, Richard Lenning’s mother
Lester Williamson, per Jan Balcom
Mandy Boone, friend of Kathy Bozarth
Marilyn Callighan, Jean Moore’s sister-in-law
Mike Holsclaw, per Kim Hickle
Melissa Johnson, per Kathy Bozarth
Nancy Forth, per Jan Balcom
Nieko Glesbrecht, per Marisa Gilbert
Rita Thompson, Jean Moore’s sister
Sharon Swafford, Glenda King’s sister
Shirley Long, friend of Jean Moore
Steve Blomme, friend of Chuck and Kathy Ford
Sue Grinlinton, Kris Allen’s sister
Teresa Hankins, per Marisa Gilbert
Tiffanie Mead, per Marisa Gilbert
Tucker Dye, Kathy Bozarth’s nephew
MILITARY

Sean Batulis
Tyler Byrd
Emily Brittingham
Tim Gorsline
Henry Grubb*
Rick Hansen

Brenton Jones
Drew Kerber*
Ben Patillo*
Isaiah Rivas
Christian Schroeder
Justin Schroeder

Highlighted names—FUMC members

Hunter Smith
Jason Tisdale
Cole Sims*
Ryan Stacy*
Jonathan Tucker*
Brandon Walls
*deployed overseas

SYMPATHY

To Kathy Wilcox and family on the passing of her husband, Ken
Wilcox, on October 14.
To the friends and family of Jo Horner, who passed away on
October 24.
To the friends and family of Ednabelle Menditto, who passed away on
October 28.
To the friends and family of Carol Sequin, who passed way on October 30.
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Date
Sunday, November 4
Wee Singers
Children’s Chimers
Disciple Bible Study
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal
Confirmation Class
High School Bible Study

Time

Location

10:15 a.m.
10:40
10:40
4:00 p.m.
5:00
6:30

116
154
117
116
014
014

Monday, November 5
Leadership Council Meeting
Gospel Singers Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.
7:00

103
150

Tuesday, November 6
ROMEO Men’s Lunch
Tuesday Team
Pickleball

11:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00

Pizza Ranch
Office
Gym

Wednesday, November 7
Impact Youth Group
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal
Cancer Support Network
Men of Praise Rehearsal
Worship Team Rehearsal
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Rhapsody Ringers

5:30 p.m.
6:00
6:30
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:30
7:30

014
154
100
150
Sanctuary
103
150
154

Thursday, November 8
Back Fence Bible Study
Altar Guild
Pickleball

9:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00

100
Office
Gym

Friday, November 9
Joy Ringers Handbell Rehearsal
Adult Volleyball

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

154
Gym

Saturday, November 10
Worship Service

5:00 p.m.

Sanctuary

Sunday, November 11
Wee Singers
Children’s Chimers
Disciple Bible Study
Veterans Luncheon
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal
Youth Small Group
Confirmation Class
High School Bible Study

10:15 a.m.
10:40
10:40
noon
4:00 p.m.
4:00
5:00
6:30

116
154
112
117
116
014
014
014

Tuesday, November 13
Tuesday Team
Pickleball

2:00 p.m.
7:00

Office
Gym

Wednesday, November 14
Impact Youth Group
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal
Men of Praise Rehearsal
Worship Team Rehearsal
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Rhapsody Ringers

5:30 p.m.
6:00
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:30
7:30

014
154
150
Sanctuary
103
150
154

Thursday, November 15
Back Fence Bible Study
Pickleball

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

100
Gym

Friday, November 16
Joy Ringers Handbell Rehearsal
Adult Volleyball

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

154
Gym

Monday, November 12

Missions
Opportunities

First Connection

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
Great news!! First UMC will be doing another FMSC Mobile Pack. Our Christmas Eve offering will pay
for this wonderful opportunity.
We will pack food on February 1 and 2 in our gym. Stay tuned for sign-up information.
Please be praying for the volunteers who will be coming to pack. Please also pray for the children who
will receive the food and those who will deliver it to them.
If you participated last time, spread the word about how fun and meaningful it was!!!
Mark your calendar and invite friends.
Hillcrest Transitional Housing
The Hillcrest Gala was on Thursday, October 18. First UMC sponsored a table at the Gala and many of
our small groups have donated gift baskets for the Gala’s silent auction. The gala committee loved our
baskets. Thank you to the groups that provided baskets to raise money to transition people from homelessness to self-sufficiency in a Christian atmosphere.
Please keep the current resident of our apartment and Hillcrest as a whole in your prayers.
Attention High School and Middle School Students!!!
There is still plenty of time to join and raise money for a mission trip. Invite a friend. The more the merrier!!
First UMC will be sending two youth mission teams out in the summer of 2019.
One team will join our yearly Costa Rica mission team. This trip will leave on June 22, 2019, and return
on June 29. Youth on this team must be in high school this school year. They also must have been on a
mission trip with First UMC at least once in the past. Adults are also welcome to join the team.
The other team will be traveling to Gatlinburg, TN. This team will depart on July 21 and return July 27.
Team members on this trip must be in middle school or high school right now. The worksites will be
individuals’ houses and will include painting, wheelchair ramp building, and general repairs.
Both teams will enjoy a fun and meaningful experience.
If you or your child is interested in any of these trips, please contact Brooke Roskop
(broskop@bluespringsumc.org or 229-8108) or Erika Braun (ebraun@bluespringsumc.org or 229-8108).
Adopt a family for Christmas
If your small group, Sunday school class, music group, or even if your own family would like to adopt a
family for Christmas, please contact Brooke Roskop (broskop@bluespringsumc.org or 229-8108) in the
office. You will be matched with a family living in low-income housing.
The gifts must be delivered before December 18. Brooke will give you details when you contact her.
This can be done in honor of someone as well. If you choose to do this, you will receive a card to give
the honoree at Christmas as a gift to them.

Page 5

Developing
Relationships

First Connection
Tuesday Team
Calling all handymen (and handywomen) who have availability on Tuesday afternoons! Would you like to
join with a group of others for a couple of hours on Tuesday afternoons to do odd jobs around the
church?
The next gathering will be Tuesday, November 6, at 2 p.m.
If you’ve got questions, check with John Rosendahl (224-5660). All skill levels are welcome!
Widows’ Support Group
The Widows’ Support Group will not meet in
November. The next meeting will be December 19 at 11:30 a.m. in room 117.

Thanks to everyone who donated candy or
decorated a Trunk for our Fall Extravaganza on
October 27. We had 193 kids join us for this
wonderful event!

Food Pantry Needs
We keep a small food pantry in the church
office. We could use the following items:
 Canned Vegetables
 Macaroni and Cheese
 Peanut Butter and Jelly
 Canned Soup
Donations can be dropped off at the church
office during regular business hours.
Poinsettia Orders
The Altar Guild will be decorating the sanctuary once again this holiday season. If
you wish to purchase a poinsettia to be placed in the sanctuary or the narthex,
please complete the order form in your bulletin .Orders must be placed by Sunday,
December 9. The cost is $10 per plant. Dedications will be printed in the bulletin
the weekend of December 15/16. Poinsettias can be taken home following the last
service on December 16.

Join us for Food, Fellowship and Service the first Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in room 015.
Our next gathering is November 3. All men of the church are welcome!

UMW Christmas Luncheon
"Joyful Christmas"
Friday, December 7, Room 117, 10:30 a.m.
Our celebration this year will be hosted by
Wesleyan Women.
The Joy Ringers bell choir will present the
program.
Tickets are $12 and will be available in
the lobby beginning November 24.

Fall Charge Conference
at Woods Chapel UMC
The Fall Charge Conference is scheduled for
Sunday, November 4, at 2:00 p.m. at Woods
Chapel UMC in Lee’s Summit.
All are welcome to attend.
Calendars for Newhouse
Have extra 2019 calendars? Once again, therapists
and case managers at Newhouse Domestic Violence Shelter are eager to have calendars to give
their clients for them to use in their treatment program. Please put calendars/datebooks in the Hearts
and Hands barrel in the coat closet.
Thanks to those who have already donated.
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Transforming the
World

First Connection

Blood Drive Coming November 18
The Mizpah Sunday school class is sponsoring a
blood drive on Sunday, November 18, from 8:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. in the gym.
There will be a registration table in the lobby the
weekends of November 3/4 and November 10/11.
You can also register online at: esavealifenow.org.
Enter the sponsor code FIRSTBLUES.

Cancer Support Network
The next meeting of the Cancer Support Network is Wednesday, November 7, at 6:30 in
room 100. Annette Willett, Family Service Advisor at Speaks Chapel, will join us to provide
us with information regarding sharing life experiences with family; cremation; and legal
planning for the future. This meeting will be very informative and should not be missed!
Please spread the word!
The Cancer Support Network meets the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30. Our goal is to provide
support and education to cancer survivors, those currently diagnosed with cancer, and their family
members. All are welcome. If you’d like more information, please call the church office. Note: The
Cancer Support Network will not meet in December.

Independents’ Nut Sale
The Independents will be selling nuts and snacks in the narthex the weekend of November 17-18,
December 1-2, and December 8-9 before and after worship services.
These are great for your holiday baking and gift giving! Proceeds go to the Independents’ Scholarship Fund. Pre-orders are welcome and encouraged.
To place an order to have ready for pickup on one of the above dates, please contact Brenda
Yanney at blyanney@gmail.com, or pick up an order form in the lobby.
Stocking Stuffers for Hillcrest
Hearts and Hands will again supply adopted Christmas families from Hillcrest with
bags of travel/sample toiletries. Please put those items and any makeup bags in the
barrel by the end of November. Thanks to those who have already donated.

A special thank you to Allen Mobley for going above and beyond in caring for members of our
congregation.
Carol Jo Lenning
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PAID
Blue Springs, MO 64015

301 SW Woods Chapel Road
Ministers
All members who have pledged
to uphold First UMC with their
prayers, presence, service,
gifts, and witness.

PERMIT No. 21

Blue Springs, MO 64015
Address Service Requested

Pastors
Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes
email:
shaynes@bluespringsumc.org
Erika Braun
email:
ebraun@bluespringsumc.org
Worship
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.

Scan this QR code to get an electronic copy of the newsletter

Sunday, 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m,
and 10:45 a.m.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Monday-Thursday
8:00 a.m.—noon Friday
Church Office: (816) 229-8108
Church fax: (816) 229-6705

We would like to honor our Veterans on Sunday, November 11, at noon in room 117.

Email
office@bluespringsumc.org

If you are a Veteran, please send your name, rank, and branch of service you were
part of to the church office at office@bluespringsumc.org.

Learning Ladder Preschool
(816) 229-9949
Church Website
www.bluespringsumc.org
Like us on Facebook:
Blue Springs UMC

We’ll provide a meal to show our appreciation for your service to our country.

Invitational Ministries Updates
November Meal Ministry
We will be serving our next meal on Wednesday, November 28, at 5 p.m. in the gym.
Watch the board in the narthex for volunteer and donation information.
Save the Date – Summer Day Camp Dates Are Here – Please plan on joining us
July 15-19, 2019, and see what God is going to do at our church!!!! Watch for more
information about early registration for kids in November.
If you didn’t have an opportunity to volunteer or participate last year – this year is your
CHANCE!!!!! Contact Kristi Harris

