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First UMC’s Mission Statement:  
Making faithful, hopeful, loving disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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April Sermon Series 
Finding Peace in a Troubled World As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, we remember that the greatest 
gift that Christ brings is peace. Peace can be elusive in such troubled times. How can we find and maintain 
peace in our own lives? Join us for these two sermons for practical ways to live a peaceful life. 
 
April 7/8: Peace for Troubled Times: Ephesians 4:1-3 
 
April 14/15: Peace for a Troubled Heart: John 14:27 
 
Valediction, April 21/22 As Revs. Mark and Lesley Hansher complete their seminary education and prepare 
to serve the Nazarene Church full-time, this jointly-spoken sermon is their farewell gift to us. 

 

Power Praise Kids Musical Weekend, April 28/29 One of the favorite weekends of the year is when the 
Power Praise Kids present their musical during worship at the 9:30 and 10:45 Sunday morning services. 
Sally’s sermon at 5:00 and 8:15 will be “Preacher’s Choice.” 

Trustees Spring Workday 
Saturday, April 21 
9:00am-12:00pm 

We’ll focus on:    
• Trimming bushes 
• Mulching/removing debris 
• Painting 
• Mowing as needed 
 

There will be water bottles and breakfast goodies available. Gloves and supplies are available for planting, 
moving mulch, and painting. Paper bags will be available for plant debris/refuse.  

UMW Spring Luncheon 
 

Join us for our UMW Spring Luncheon “Spring Garden” 
Friday, April 6, 10:30am, room 117 

Program:  Living Jewelry with Succulents 
Presented by Kristen Middleton from Colonial Gardens 

Ingathering:  diapers, wipes, pack-n-play sheets, crib sheets 
All women are welcome!  Lunch is $2 

 
 



         F i r s t  C o n n e c t i o n     P a s t o r a l  N e w s  

Dear First Friends, 
 

What a lovely Easter we shared together! It was so good to speak with you of the hope that we all share through the risen 
Christ. Truly, we are people of hope!   
 

Although the weather didn’t exactly speak of Easter, everything else did. I’d like to thank especially all of the people who 
worked so diligently to help create a meaningful Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. During Lent, our “Salvaged” sermon series 
was brought to life by the creativity of Kelly Ogle, Jaclyn Collins, Kristi Harris, Betty Hartwig, and Kuri Bolger. They 
were assisted during our Palm Sunday sermons with additional help from Megan Hartwig, Lilly Ogle, and Judy Hallo-

well. Our Maundy Thursday service was brought to us by Jan Bond, with dramatic assistance from Andrew Marker, and  Bill and Karen Miller. 
Our Good Friday Blues was created by Andy Haynes (and me!), and our musicians this year were Andy, Valerie Saye, Brian Ruskin, Ian 
McClaflin, and Brian Eisiminger. The dramatic readings during that service were performed by Mark Hansher and Eli Biesemeyer. Our worship 
space throughout Lent, and particularly our Easter Garden, was prepared for us by the strong women of the Altar Guild, guided by Barb Landes.  
 

On Easter Sunday, the youth of the church prepared and presented our Sunrise service, under the leadership of Mark and Lesley Hansher. Each 
of our Easter services had incredible music by a host of volunteers, led by Kathy Ford and Patty Rick. In particular, I’d like to mention Chuck 
Ford, who gathers together our Brass Persuasion ensemble each year. There are many, many other people who were a part of making this holy 
season come alive for us, and I am thankful to God for each one of you. Truly, we are able to do so much when we work together in this family of 
faith! 
 

I want to let you know of some key staff transitions that are upcoming. Rev. Jan Bond has decided to re-retire as of July 1. She was so good to step 
out of retirement and into our ministry in 2015, and we have been blessed by her leadership and friendship during this time. In addition, Revs. Mark 
and Lesley Hansher, having completed their seminary education, will be moving into full-time ministry in the Nazarene Church. While their exact 
timing and future location are still up in the air, we are thankful for their time with us. They will preach a joint valedictory (meaning “farewell”) ser-
mon the weekend of April 21/22, although they will still be with us in ministry for a bit longer. Details about celebrations in honor of these talented 
people and their ministry with us will be forthcoming. 
 

We are in the process of seeking the right person/people to fill these positions. If you or someone you know would like more information, there is an 
application on our website, or contact me or Andrea directly. I trust that God will bring the next right person/people into our church family, so that 
we may continue to make faithful, hopeful, loving disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 

With great hope for the future, 
 

Sally 
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March 17-18, 2018 
Giving:                            2018           2017 
One Fund………..……$10,850 

YTD One Fund            $191,242     $251,780 
 

Worship Attendance:    

Worship………..….……………358 
 

Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…..43
 Youth……………..…...8 
               Adults……………...…115 
  

 Total                        166 

 

Wednesday Evening Youth: 22 
More detailed financial information is available 
at the information table in the lobby or in the 
church office. 

March 21-22, 2018 
Giving:                            2018           2017 
One Fund……..………$23,362 

YTD One Fund            $214,604     $270,280 
 

Worship Attendance:    

Worship………..….……………411 
 

Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…..69
 Youth……………….…8 
               Adults………………..122 
  

 Total                        199 

 

Wednesday Evening Youth: 20 
More detailed financial information is available 
at the information table in the lobby or in the 
church office. 

March 31-April 1, 2018 
Giving:                            2018           2017 
One Fund……………$16,160 

YTD One Fund          $230,764     $283,590 
 

Worship Attendance:    

Worship………..….……………842 
 

Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…..8
 Youth…………no meeting 
               Adults……………...…13 
  

 Total                        21 

 

Wednesday Evening Youth: 25 
More detailed financial information is available 
at the information table in the lobby or in the 
church office. 



 Impact 

 Youth Ministry 

Contact Mark Hansher at mhansher@bluespringsumc.org  

Join us:  
—Sunday mornings at 10:40 
downstairs in the youth 
room 014 for Sunday 
School!  Fellowship Groups 
meet on Sunday evenings. 
—and Wednesday evenings 
at 5:00 for youth group!   
All are welcome—students 
and parents! 

         F i r s t  C o n n e c t i o n     C h i l d r e n / Y o u t h  

First UMC Children’s  
Ministry 

First Kids  
Contact Michelle Mueller-Hinton at mmueller-hinton@bluespringsumc.org 

Weekly Sunday School—Join 
us every Sunday morning at 
9:15 and 10:40.  There are 
classes for 3-year-olds and up. 
Nursery is available for all wor-
ship services, birth through two 
years old.   
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April:   
Hey Church Family! 
 

We just wanted to give you a quick update on the status of your youth program here at First UMC! 
 

We have recently been approved to go forward with some larger renovation projects in our youth room 
that include paint, replacing the current ceiling tiles, and some demolition work of cabinetry/adding in 
additional storage elsewhere. This means that there will be scheduled workdays in which you are invited 
to come help us out! If you’re handy with a toolkit, or just like to get to know our students, this is an awe-
some opportunity for the life of our church! 
 

Lesley and I also want to update you all on our own ministry journey, as the news has certainly begun to 
circulate through the congregation. In early May, both Lesley and I will graduate with our Masters of Di-
vinity degrees. So we have begun the process of searching for what God has in store for us. As of right 
now, we do not have a definitive date in which we will be stepping away, but you all will know the mo-
ment we do. 
 

You may be wondering, “why bring it up if you don’t know?” We agreed that we want what is best for the 
life of this church, and that includes finding someone (or multiple someones) who can not only do the job 
well, but who are passionate about youth ministry. By announcing our intentions now, this allows us to 
begin the transition and make sure that no holes remain that need plugged. I want to assure you that the 
church staff and leadership is committed to finding someone who will love these students, and will go the 
extra mile when needed! 
 

This means that we need your help! We want adult volunteers to join our already awesome group of 
leaders, who are going to love on these students, and journey alongside of them through life. If this is 
something you are interested in, feel free to contact me and we’ll begin a conversation! 
 

These last four years have been an incredible experience, and has been the foundation for what will be a 
wonderful journey through ministry. We love you all, and are so thankful for everything you have done for 
us! 
 

—Pastor Mark  

Wee Singers and Children’s Chimers  
 

Power Praise Kids  
 

Wee Singers is for children ages Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 1.  They meet on Sundays at 
10:15am in room 115.   
Contact Brooke Roskop at broskop@bluespringsumc.org. 
 

Children’s Chimers  
Children in grades 2 through 5 have the opportunity to develop their musical skills through Children’s 
Chimers (hand chimes). Chimers meet on Sundays at 10:45am in room 154.  
Contact Liz Mueller at  e.a.mueller@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Power Praise Kids  
Children in grades 2 through 5 have the opportunity to develop their musical skills through Power 
Praise Kids (vocal).  The musical will take place on April 29 at the 9:30 and 10:45 services.  
Contact Linda Cox at lindacox53@gmail.com.  
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         F i r s t  C o n n e c t i o n     
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
C a r e / C a l e n d a r  

Date Time Location 
Sunday, April 8 
Wee Singers 10:15am 115 
Children’s Chimers 10:45 154 
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal 3:00pm Sanctuary 
Youth Fellowship Group-High School Students  4:00 014 
Youth Fellowship Group-Mid. High Girls 4:00 011 
Youth Fellowship Group-Boys 5:30 014  
 

Monday, April 9 
 

Tuesday, April 10 
Pickleball 7:00pm Gym 
Scholarship Committee Meeting 7:00 103 
  

Wednesday, April 11 
Impact Youth Group 5:00pm 014 
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 154 
Men of Praise Rehearsal 6:30 150 
Worship Team Rehearsal 7:00 Sanctuary 
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry 7:00 103 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 150 
Rhapsody Ringers Rehearsal 7:30 154 
  

Thursday, April 12 
Back Fence Bible Study 9:30am 100 
Ruth Circle 10:15 112 
Pickleball 7:00pm Gym 
 

Friday, April 13 
Joy Ringers Rehearsal 9:30am 154 
 

Saturday, April 14 
Habitat Purse Event 9:00am Gym 
Worship Service 5:00pm Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, April 15 
Wee Singers 10:15am 115 
Children’s Chimers 10:45 154 
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal  3:00pm Sanctuary 
Youth Fellowship Group-Mid. High Girls  4:00 011 
Youth Fellowship Group-High School Students   4:00 014 
Youth Fellowship Group-Boys  5:30 014  
 

Monday, April 16 
Gospel Singers Rehearsal 7:00pm 150 
 

Tuesday, April 17  
Methodist Men’s Lunch 12:00pm 015 
Wesleyan Women  1:30 112 
Pickleball  7:00 Gym 
  

Wednesday, April 18 
Widows’ Support Group                                     11:30am Johnny’s Tavern 
Impact Youth Group 5:00pm 014 
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 154 
Men of Praise Rehearsal 6:30 150 
Worship Team Rehearsal 7:00 Sanctuary 
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry 7:00 103 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 150 
Rhapsody Ringers Rehearsal 7:30 154 
 

Thursday, April 19 
Back Fence Bible Study 9:30am 100 
Pickleball 7:00pm Gym 
 

Friday, April 20 
Joy Ringers Rehearsal 9:30am 154 
UMW Card Night 6:30pm 117 
Adult Volleyball 7:00 Gym 
 

HEALTH CONCERNS 
Larry Allen Doris Brooks Linda Cox 
Debbie Danner Marti Dietrich Judy Gregston 
Maxine Hall Vicki Kerr  Gloria Kniffen  
Lois Krueger Chet Landes Tom Mardis  
Sandra Meinershagen  Jean Moore  
Wayne Ogilvie Pat Parr  Marvin Rinne  
Chere Semple Keith Sullivan Janet Tabler  
Steve Young 
Beverly England, friend of Gwen Wheeler  
Bill and Jean Best, per Marisa Gilbert 
Carlene Sowle, per Marilyn Allen 
Doreen Ninemire, Nathan Ninemire’s mother 
Jean and Bill Best, per Marisa Gilbert 
John Bagley, per Marisa Gilbert 
Karen Gangestad, friend of Gwen Wheeler 
Kathy Fields, friend of Kay and Perry McCormick 
Keith Kelso, LeAnne Wilson’s cousin 
Kelsey Kwapnoski, Kenny and Lenora Stoecklein’s granddaughter 
Leila Lenning, Richard Lenning’s mother 
Marilyn Callighan, Jean Moore’s sister-in-law 
Pete Shelton, friend of Randy Williams 
Rita and Bill Thompson, per Jean Moore 
Robert Case, per Kenny and Lenora Stoecklein 
 

MILITARY 
Michael Bailey*  Alec Kinder 
Sean Batulis  Ben Patillo 
Tyler Byrd   Christian Schroeder 
Emily Brittingham             Justin Schroeder        
Mason Buckler*             Randall Schroeder     
Brady Dean             Jason Tisdale* 
Tony DeMack             Randall Shaffer 
Ethan Endicott             Cole Sims  
Robert Gordanier*  Ryan Stacy      
Tim Gorsline  Jonathan Tucker  
Henry Grubb*                      Seth Turman*            
Rick Hansen  Brandon Walls          
Brenton Jones             Michael Wagner 
Drew Kerber                  Angela Weigel-DeLuna  
                     Chase Weber*                     

Highlighted names—FUMC members             *deployed overseas 
 

SYMPATHY 
To Todd Brewer on the passing of his uncle, Bob Spoonster, on 
March 14.  
 

To Herb and Marilyn Allen on the passing of Herb’s sister, Marilyn 
Phillips.  
 

JOYS 
To Dave and Nancy Tharp on the birth of a grandson, Ryan Matthew 
Monke, born on March 31.   
 

To Randy and Mary Norris who joined First UMC on April 1. 
 

THANK YOU 
A HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped with, participated in, sang, 
served, cooked, donated door prizes, etc. in our Irish Feast 2018! 
It was a great success, thanks to YOU!  Thank you for giving of your 
time to make this event an enjoyable evening.  Thank you to those 
who joined us for some wonderful food and great entertainment.  
Irish Feat Committee 
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M i s s i o n s  
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
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Calling All High School Students  
 

We will begin going to Uplift Organization (www.uplift.org) on the second Saturday of each 
month.  For those of you who are unfamiliar with Uplift or are just learning about the organiza-
tion, they are a homeless outreach program. They are an all-volunteer group founded in 1990.  

First UMC Blue Springs has sent many groups to Uplift over the last few years, including youth. 
Uplift opens their warehouse to volunteers on the second Saturday of each month.  They have 
a variety of needs in the warehouse including sorting, organizing, cleaning, etc.   

Our next trip will be Saturday, April 14.  We will meet in the church parking lot at 8:30am and 
be back at 12:30pm. High school students and parents are welcome.   

Contact Brooke Roskop, broskop@bluespringsumc.org, if you can go or have questions. 

 
Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 

Feed My Starving Children® is a Christian nonprofit committed to feeding God’s starving chil-
dren hungry in body and spirit. The approach is simple: children and adults hand-pack meals 
specifically formulated for malnourished children, and we ship these meals to distribution part-
ners around the world.   

Mark your calendars and invite your friends to pack these special meals.  We will host a mobile 
pack in our gym on May 11 and 12.  There are jobs for everyone from 5 years old to 105 years 
old!!  We need to pack 108,864! 

You can register at https://give.fmsc.org/bluesprings. 

reStart 
First UMC prepares and serves 
meals to reStart residents as one 
of our community outreach mis-
sions.  We need volunteers to 
prepare and/or serve Sunday 
lunches on  
December 16   
Please contact Kay McCormick at 
223-0820 if you or your group 
would like to participate.  

Mission Trips Coming this Summer! 
*A High School Mission Trip team will go to Nashville from June 10-16.  Detailed packets for 
those interested will be available soon.  
*A Middle School Mission Trip team will go to St. Louis/St. Charles from July 18-22.  We will 
have an informational meeting soon. 
 

Remember, you join the team on the trip of the grade you just completed.  Contact Brooke 
Roskop at the church office or at broskop@bluespringsumc.org. 

Dress Update 
One suitcase with 70 dresses and 
shorts have been taken to the St. 
Luke’s UMC for their mission trip 
leaving for Juarez, Mexico, on 
April 8.  We’ve not had a mission 
team going to Mexico since we 
started the dress/shorts project; 
so Mexico will be the 13th country 
to receive them from First UMC. 
 

 

Also, coming up in June,  the First 
UMC Costa Rica Mission Team 
will take 70 more dresses/shorts 
on the mission trip with them.     
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D e v e l o p i n g  
R e l a t i o n s h i p s  
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 Widows’ Support Group 
 

The Widows’ Support Group will meet for lunch on Wednesday, April 18, at 11:30am 
 
 

Johnny’s Tavern 
1175 S. 7 Highway 

Blue Springs 
 

Contact Joyce Maggard at 229-1300 or Carol Sartain at 229-9753 for reservations or more details. 

Methodist Men’s Breakfast 
                                                            Food, Fellowship, and Service 
 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 7.  The Saturday Morning Men's Breakfast Group is meeting 
again in Room 015 at 8:00am for a delicious breakfast, a chance to talk with old friends and make new 
friends, and to look forward to opportunities for service to the church and the community.  All men are 
invited, regardless of age or previous experience in our group.  Hope to see you there.  

Church Pictorial Directory 
Lifetouch Photography will be with us April 7-10, 12-14, 15, 17-18, for individual and family portraits for 
our new pictorial directory. 
 

There is a link on the church website to sign up. From the drop-down arrow on the toolbar, click "Picture 
Registration.” 
 

If you would be interested in checking people in for their appointments, please email Andrea Lyttle at 
alyttle@bluespringsumc.org or call the office.  Volunteering qualifies for A+ hours for students. No com-
puter work is required.  

Attention Golfers! 
Due to the closing of Pleasant Hill Golf Course, plans are being finalized 
regarding this summer’s league.   
If you are still interested in joining us for fun and fellowship, please call  
Joyce Maggard at 229-1300 or Kathy Ford at 228-7596 for more informa-
tion. 

All levels of golfers are invited to participate.  Further details will be sent by email and church newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday, April 20, 6:30pm, room 117 
Bring a snack and a friend. 
All women are welcome! 

Mowing Volunteers Needed! 
We have a couple of areas that need a volunteer to push mow the grass this summer. 
 

If you like to work outside, please call the church office or John Rosendahl at 598-7210. 
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T r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  
W o r l d  
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Labyrinth Planning Group 
A group has begun to explore the possibilities of creating a labyrinth (a circular, walking prayer path) on 
our property. If you’re interested in being a part of this project, we’d love to have you join our team. Our 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 12, at 10:30am at the church office. Note: If you’re interested 
but unable to meet during the day, we’ll gladly move the meeting time. If you’ve got questions or want 
more information, please contact Sally at shaynes@bluespringsumc.org. 
 

First UMC-Sponsored Blood Drive 
The Mizpah Sunday School Class is hosting a Blood Drive on  
Sunday, May 20, from 8:00am-12:00pm in the gym. 
 

Look for a sign-up table in the lobby in early May. 
For regular donors, the last day you can donate blood and still be eligible for 
our blood drive is Saturday, March 24.  

 

Power of the Purse 
A ladies’ luncheon—featuring a live and silent auction with a raffle and a “buy-it-now” purse table 
starting at $5 to help fund our Women Build Initiative for Truman Heritage Habitat for Humanity. 
Date:  Saturday, April 14 
Time:  10:00am-1:30pm 
Location:  First UMC Gym 
Cost:  $15 per person or $120 for a table of eight 
Deadline to RSVP is Monday, April 9.  Use the event link at: www.trumanheritage.org. 
 

Donations of new and gently used purses are needed for this event.  If you would like to donate, 
please contact Linda Thorpe in our office at 461-6551, ext. 227, or email her at 
lthorpe@trumanhabitat.org.  Donations can also be dropped off in the church office. 

Day Camp UPDATE 
At the time of this printing, we have 52 kids registered to attend day camp here at First UMC!   
 

How exciting it is to know we have that many kids coming to begin to build their life around Christ! 
 

With a goal of 100 kids, we are just 48 kids away from reaching our target. 
 

Please tell your friends and neighbors—and share the link 
Www.eaglelakecamps.com/FUMCBlueSprings 

Lay Servant Ministry Training 
Saturday, May 5, 8:15am-5:00pm 

Woods Chapel UMC 
 

The Heartland District is offering a basic course and an advanced course for anyone interested in 
lay servant ministries.  Detailed training information and registration forms can be found on the 
information table in the lobby. 



         F i r s t  C o n n e c t i o n     C h u r c h  
I n f o r m a t i o n  

Ministers 

All members who have pledged 
to uphold First UMC with their 
prayers, presence, service, 
gifts, and witness. 
 

Pastors 
Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes 
   email:  
shaynes@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Rev. Jan Bond 
   email:  
jbond@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Worship 
Saturday, 5:00pm 

Sunday, 8:15, 9:30, and 
10:45am 
 

Office Hours 
8:00am—4:30pm 
Monday-Thursday 
 

8:00am—12:00pm Friday 
 

Church Office: (816) 229-8108 
Church fax: (816) 229-6705 
 

Email 
office@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Learning Ladder Preschool 
(816) 229-9949 
 
 

Church Website 
www.bluespringsumc.org 
 
Like us on Facebook: 
   Blue Springs UMC 
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 Mother’s Day  Brunch 
Saturday, May 5 

9:00am, room 117 
The United Methodist Men are hosting the annual Mother’s Day Brunch on Saturday, May 
5, at 9:00am.  All women of the church are invited as we take this time to say thank you for 
all you do for us. 
 

Enjoy a delicious brunch of pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, fruit, and drink for $10 per 
person. All proceeds go to the UMM/Paul Rand Scholarship Fund.   
 

Our guest speaker will be Joan Brown from Harvesters.   
 

Tickets will be on sale in the lobby April 28/29.   
Tickets will also be available at the door. 
 
 
 


