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First UMC’s Mission Statement:  
Making faithful, hopeful, loving disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Easter Celebration  
Services 

 Saturday, April 20—5:00 p.m.,  

    Traditional Easter Worship 

 Sunday, April 21—6:15 a.m., Sunrise  Service—outdoor chapel by 
the pond, weather permitting; otherwise, inside. 

  8:00 a.m.—Traditional Easter Worship 

  9:30 a.m.—Contemporary Praise 

 11:00 a.m.—Traditional Easter Worship, featuring Chancel Choir    
 and Brass Persuasion 

Breakfast will be served in the gym from 7-11 a.m.  Help support the youth mission teams through a love offering. 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday, April 14.  Join us at 5 p.m. Saturday evening, April 13, or at one of the Sunday morning services as we 
begin Holy Week, and celebrate the arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was crucified. 
 

Palm Fun Day.  We’ll have a potluck lunch beginning at 11:30 a.m. in the gym, followed by an Easter Egg Hunt at 12:30 
p.m. for children through third grade. Bring the kids, a potluck dish, Easter baskets, and get ready for some Palm Sunday 

and Easter fun! The church will provide the meat. 

 

If your last name begins with the letters: 
A-M:  Bring a side dish to share (salad, vegetables) 
N-T:  Bring a main dish to share (casserole, spaghetti, lasagna, etc.) 
U-Z:  Bring a dessert to share 
 

Maundy Thursday, Service of Darkness and Holy Communion, April 18, 7 p.m., sanctuary. 

Good Friday Service, April 19, noon, at the labyrinth, followed by lunch in room 112. A prayer walk through the labyrinth 
based on the vents of Good Friday will guide us as we pray. Please RSVP to the church office, 229-8108,  if you plan to 

stay for a simple soup luncheon.  
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Dear First Friends,  
 

During our fantastic 5th Sunday combined worship, we received sixteen people into membership, including two 
adult baptisms and six professions of faith! I celebrate these sixteen people who have made this new step in their 
faith commitment, promising to love Jesus through supporting this church with their prayers, presence, gifts, ser-
vice and witness. The entire congregation reaffirmed their own faith promises as they bore witness to these new 
members of our community. 
 

Most important, each one of you who was present in worship made the following promise: With God’s help, we will proclaim the 
good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround these persons with a community of love and for-
giveness, that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. We will pray for them, that 
they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life. 
 

I hope you paid close attention to those words as you said them. You were promising to be Christ’s body, the church, to these per-
sons so that they may continue to grow in faith. 
 

Those words are exactly why it was okay that these sixteen people joined the church on the day that I shared news of my pending 
departure. The church has never been about the pastor, but it has always been about the people. My calling is to help people grow in 
their faith in Christ, not their faith in Sally. Sunday’s worship, along with my announcement, reminds us once again that our faith is 
always in Christ alone, and that Christ’s body is the congregation. 
 

I have such great optimism for the future of First UMC. Although the name is not yet public as of this writing, the incoming pastor is 
someone whom the Cabinet took great care in selecting. You will find that this person will bring new energy and new and different 
gifts for ministry. Great things lie ahead for Christ’s body in Blue Springs! 
 

These appointments become effective July 1. I look forward to sharing in ministry with you for these next three months. One detail 
that I’d like to mention is that Andy and I will remain in our house in south Blue Springs for the foreseeable future. However, I will not 
return in a pastoral role to First UMC after that date, and it’s likely that you won’t see us around town much, as our time and attention 
will shift to the area around our new congregation. The best way that we’ll be able to show our ongoing love for this church will be for 
us to allow the new pastor and family the opportunity to be your pastor in your community. 
 

In the coming months, we’ll have opportunities to express love and appreciation for one another. I am so grateful for the opportunity to 
be your pastor for the past 8 ¾ years and for the next three months. 
 

Blessings, Sally 
 

Contact me at shaynes@bluespringsumc.org. 
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March 23-24, 2019 
Giving:                            2019        2018 
One Fund……..…..… $19,324 
YTD One Fund         $ 253,431     $214,604 
 
Worship Attendance:  
  
Worship………..….……………394 
 

Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…..78
 Youth…………………8 
               Adults………..…...…137  
 Total                        223 
 

 
Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 37 
 
More detailed financial information is avail-
able at the information table in the lobby or in 
the church office. 
 
 

   

 

March 16-17 , 2019 
Giving:                            2019          2018 
One Fund……..…..……$35,166 
YTD One Fund            $234,107     $191,242 
 
Worship Attendance:  
  
Worship………..….……………360 
 
Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…...48
 Youth…………………10 
               Adults…………..…….108 
 Total                         166 
 
Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 24 
 
More detailed financial information is avail-
able at the information table in the lobby or in 
the church office. 
 

March 9-10, 2019 
Giving:                            2019          2018 
One Fund……..…..……$26,422      
YTD One Fund            $198,941    $180,392 
 
Worship Attendance:  
  
Worship………..….……………381 
 
Sunday School   
 Children…….…...…...44
 Youth……Youthapalooza 
               Adults…………..…….108 
 Total                         152 
 
Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 12 
 
More detailed financial information is avail-
able at the information table in the lobby or in 
the church office. 
 



 Impact 

 Youth Ministry 

Contact Erika Braun at ebraun@bluespringsumc.org  
Join us:  
—Sunday mornings at 10:45  
in room 014 for Sunday 
School!   
Youth Groups meet on 
Wednesday evenings at 5:30 
in room 014!   

 

Youth Fellowship Groups 
meet on Sunday at 4 p.m. in 
room 014. 
 
All are welcome—students 

and parents! 
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A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  o f  B l u e  
C h i l d r e n / Y o u t h  

First UMC Children’s  

Ministry 

First Kids 
Contact Joanne Jones at  jjones@bluespringsumc.org 

Weekly Sunday School—Join 
us every Sunday morning at 
9:15 and 10:40.  There are 
classes for 3-year-olds and up. 
Nursery is available for all wor-
ship services, birth through two 

years old.   
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It is finally here! The Youth are traveling to  
Branson the first weekend of April to enjoy Young 
Christians’ Weekend! We will share some pic-
tures next month! 
 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who came to our 
dinner and to everyone who came to  
Youthapalooza! It was such a great (two)  
weekends of worship with the Youth leading! 
 
Your love toward the Youth is SO evident! Many of them have their entire mission trips paid for! Your 
generosity is a true blessing to these families! We have a few youth who joined the gang later in the year 
and were not able to participate in all our fundraisers. We would love to work for anything else we earn 
and we are seeking ways that we can be of service. It is spring and many yards need leaves raked! If 
you have a yard in need of raking, one of our Youth may be able to help you out! A love donation for any 
size yard is appreciated. Leaf bags will need to be provided. Contact Erika if you are interested!  

Weekly Schedule: 
Sundays:  Have your children come join us from 9:15 a.m. - noon, making friends and having fun wor-
shiping. 
Nursery is available for children 0-2 years old for each service.  (contact kharris@bluespringsumc.org) 
Sunday School:  3-year-olds - 5th grade   9:15-10:25 a.m. in the education wing 
 (contact:  jjones@bluespringsumc.org) 
Wee Singers: 3-year-olds - 1st grade   10:15-10:35 a.m. in room 116 
 (contact:  broskop@bluespringsumc.org) 
Children's Worship Time: 3-year-olds - 5th grade   10:40 a.m.-noon in room 108 
 (contact:  jjones@bluespringsumc.org) 
Children's Chimers: 2nd grade - 5th grade  10:45 a.m.-noon in room 154 
 (contact:  e.a.mueller@sbcglobal.net) 
Power Praise Kids: 2nd grade - 5th grade   3 p.m. in the sanctuary in preparation for their annual     
 musical on May 4-5. (contact:  Linda Cox at 898-3608) 
Upcoming Events:  

 April 7, at 10:45 service:   Children’s Chimers Perform 

 April 14, at 10:45 Service:  Wee Singers Perform 

 April 14, from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m:  Palm Fun Day—come join us for our church lunch, starting at 
11:30 and following at 12:30 for a fun time.  We will have the Easter Bunny, an Easter Egg hunt 
and activities for the children. 

 April 21: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL, No Power Praise, No Wee Singers, No Children’s Chimers.  
Let’s celebrate Easter together as a family in worship.  There will be a special activity page for 
each child; pick up at the information table.   

 April 28, from 3-5 p.m.:  Power Praise Dress Rehearsal 

 July 15-19: Eagle Lake Camp.  Sign up NOW:  eaglelakecamps.com/FirstBlueSprings 
 
Immediate Donation Needs:  Easter Eggs and Wrapped Candy.  Please drop off at the church office or 
the lobby.  We greatly appreciate your help. 



HEALTH CONCERNS 
Mary Arth  Joy Bogle  Shirley Connelly  
Marti Dietrich Jody Fails  Judy Gregston  
Maxine Hall Terry Hartwig Vicki Kerr   
Gloria Kniffen Marty Kniffen Kay McCormick  
Sharon McMullin Jean Moore Tracy Shelton 
Pat Parr  Velton Viles Steve Young  
Annjanette Suchanek, per Norma Jean Sigler 
Bill and Jean Best, per Marisa Gilbert 
Brad Moretti, per Steve and Donna Bell 
Caden and Camden Mead, per Marisa Gilbert 
Cindy, Cheryl Bragg’s sister 
Eva Castillo, per Marisa Gilbert 
Idel family, per Cyndi Sloan 
Ilrye Kim, Julie Well’s mother 
Jack Bagby, per Cyndi Sloan 
Kelly Campbell, per Roma Troxel 
Kelsey Kwapnoski, per Kenny and Lenora Stoecklein 
Lester Williamson, per Jan Balcom 
Nancy Forth, per Jan Balcom 
Stacy Heard, per Cyndi Sloan 
Porferio Olan, per Marisa Gilbert 
Rita Thompson, Jean Moore’s sister 
Teresa Hankins, per Marisa Gilbert 
Terrilyn McCormick, Perry and Kay McCormick’s daughter 
Ted Patena, per Marisa Gilbert 
Teresa Hankins, per Marisa Gilbert 
 

SYMPATHY 
To Lance and Julie Wells and family on the passing of Lance’s father 
on March 4.  
 

To Susan Culpepper on the passing of her stepson, Michael 
Culpepper. 
 

To Trish Hillyard and family on the passing of her husband, Larry 
Hillyard, on March 10. 
 

To Gayle Brunner on the passing of her father, Vernon Dickeson, on 
March 18. Vernon was Hayley Dutcher’s grandfather.  
 

To the friends and family of Leola Bennett, who passed away on 
March 21. 
 

To Kathy Wilcox and family on the passing of her brother-in-law, Bill 
Irwin, on March 23.  
 

To Jean Moore on the passing of her sister-in-law, Marilyn Callighan. 
 

To the friends and family of Chere Semple, who passed away on 
March 31.  
 

JOYS 
To the following new members who joined First UMC on March 31: 
 

Susie Delap 
Joyce Hitt 
Josh Jamett 
Charles and Joy Maass 
Marlene Martin 
Miles McGhee 
Steve, Nikki, Blake and Brooke Niemann 
Garret Rinne 
Shannon Sasser 
Richard Sullivan 
Chris and Lana Volker 
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C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

C a r e / C a l e n d a r  

Date Time Location 
Sunday, April 7  

Wee Singers 10:15 a.m.  116 
Town Hall Meeting 10:30 112 
Children’s Chimers 10:40  154 
Disciple Bible Study 10:40 015 
Town Hall Meeting 11:45  Sanctuary 
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal 3:00 p.m.  Sanctuary 
Youth Small Group 4:00 014 
 

Monday, April 8 
Church Leadership Meeting 6:30 p.m. 103 
 

Tuesday, April 9 
Stay Strong, Stay Healthy Class 9:30 a.m. 011 
Tuesday Team 2:00 p.m. Office 
Scholarship Committee Meeting 5:00 103 
Pickleball 7:00  Gym 
  

Wednesday, April 10 
Impact Youth Group 5:30 p.m. 014 
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 154 
Men of Praise Rehearsal 6:30 150 
Worship Team Rehearsal 7:00 Sanctuary 
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry 7:00 103 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 150 
Rhapsody Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 7:30 154 
  

Thursday, April 11 
Lenten Bible Study 8:00 a.m. 103 
Back Fence Bible Study 9:30  100 
Stay Strong, Stay Healthy Class 9:30  011 
Ruth Circle 10:15  112 
Altar Guild Meeting 2:00 p.m. Office 
Pickleball 7:00  Gym 
Lenten Bible Study 7:00 103 
 

Friday, April 12 
Joy Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 9:30 a.m. 154 
Adult Volleyball 7:00 p.m. Gym 
 

Saturday, April 13 
Worship Service 5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, April 14 
Wee Singers 10:15 a.m. 116 
Children’s Chimers 10:40  154 
Palm Sunday Potluck 11:30 Gym 
Disciple Bible Study noon 117 
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal 3:00 p.m.  Sanctuary 
Youth Small Group 4:00 014 
 

Monday, April 15 
First UMC Garden Meeting 6:30 p.m. 100 
Gospel Singers Rehearsal 7:00  150 
 

Tuesday, April 16  
Stay Strong, Stay Healthy Class 9:30 a.m. 011 
Methodist Men’s Lunch noon 015 
Wesleyan Women  1:30 p.m.  112 
Tuesday Team 2:00   Office 
Pickleball 7:00  Gym 
  

Wednesday, April 17 
Widows’ Support Group 11:30 a.m. Responders Grill 
Impact Youth Group 5:30 p.m. 014 
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 154 
Men of Praise Rehearsal 6:30 150 
Worship Team Rehearsal 7:00 Sanctuary 
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry 7:00 103 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30 150 
Rhapsody Ringers Handbell Rehearsal 7:30 154 P a g e  4  
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M i s s i o n s  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  
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First in Service 
 

First United Methodist Church has a new opportunity to serve our community.  Every month 
there will be a different opportunity to serve others. There are several options.  The hope is that 
everyone involved at First UMC will be able to participate in at least one service project during 
the year AND that we all can learn about different ways that we can keep serving on a regular 
basis.   
Here is a list for First in Service 2019: 

 April – Flood/Cleanup buckets.  We will collect assembled buckets and monetary do-
nations to be sent to people that are struggling with floods this spring in the USA and 
around the world.  You will find a list of items to include in your bucket on the information 
table in the church lobby. 

 

 May – Yard work at St. Mary’s Manor.  Date TBD 
 

 June – Making cards for our office to send to home bound members, special birth-
days, etc.  This will take place on June 8, 10 a.m. to noon, in the church office conference 
room. Bring your own supplies or use the supplies provided.   

 

 July – School supplies for Community Services League’s school supply store.  We will 
collect items all month. It will culminate with taking all of the supplies we collect to our gym 
and transporting the supplies that CSL collects from their office to our gym. 

 

 August – Bricks of Love.  Date and location in the church TBA.  Bins of loose Lego 
bricks will be brought to us and we will sort them as directed to eventually be put into kits 
that will be distributed to kids in the area that might not get Christmas gifts. 

 

 September – UpLift warehouse to sort many items for the homeless in Kansas City. 
 

 October – Socktober!!  Collect socks all month for the homeless. 
 

 November – Phoenix family/senior Christmas adoption. 
 

 December – Reverse Advent Calendar. 
 
This is a great way for students to get community service hours.  Brooke Roskop, First UMC’s 
Missions Director, will sign for the hours. 
 
Join in when you can!!! 

April First Meal Ministry 
 

Our First Meal Ministry will be 
Wednesday, April 24, 2019;  
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.   
 

Please contact Kristi at  
kharris@bluespringsumc.org for 
more information or to volunteer 
your time. 

mailto:kharris@bluespringsumc.org
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R e l a t i o n s h i p s  
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Widows’ Support Group 
 

The Widows’ Support Group will meet on Wednesday, April 17, at 11:30 a.m. 

Responders Grill 

2003 NW Highway 7 

Blue Springs 

 

Contact Joyce Maggard at 229-1300 or Carol Sartain at 229-9753 for reservations or more in-
formation. 

Tuesday Team 
Calling all handymen (and handywomen) who have availability on Tuesday afternoons! Would 
you like to join with a group of others for a couple of hours on Tuesday afternoons to do odd 

jobs around the church? The next gathering will be Tuesday, April 9, at 2 p.m. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A 
MUSIC PROGRAM FOR 

TWO PIANOS 
 

Featuring Virginia Kernes and  
Norma Jean Sigler 

 

Saturday, April 27, at 3 p.m. 
Meyer Music Recital Hall 
1512 SW E. 40 Highway 

Blue Springs 

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Spring Events! 

 April 28—Blood Drive, 8:30-11 a.m. in the Gym.  You can register in the lobby or online 
at:  www.safealifenow.org.  If you have questions about eligibility, contact the Community 

Blood Center at 800-688-0900. 

 May 4-5—Power Praise Kids Musical, 5 p.m on May 4 and 9:30 a.m. on May 5.  The 

8:15 and 10:45 a.m. services will have their regular format.  

 May 19—Scholarship Presentation Sunday, 9:30 a.m. worship service. 

The Independents have a 
few packages of black wal-
nuts left from our annual nut 
sale for a very reduced 
price.  Contact Brenda at 
224-4649 if interested.  

Lawn Volunteers Needed 

Wanted-- volunteers to help with grounds care at First UMC.  If you would like to help with 
mowing, string trimming, weeding, spraying weeds, maintaining equipment, etc., please call 

John Rosendahl at 816-598-7210 or let the office know at 229-8108.  

The more people we have helping keep up our 23 acres, the easier it is for all of us. 

First UMC Gardeners 
It’s time to start planning this year’s First UMC Garden.  You’re welcome to join us in the fun by 
growing whatever you like for your family and friends or to give to a local charity such as Com-
munity Services League.   
We’re encouraging church groups to adopt a garden plot to grow fresh produce specifically for 
our First Meals and food pantry clients. The plots are located behind the church on the north-
west corner of the property. Our meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 15, at 6:30p.m. in 
room 100.  Call the church office with any questions.  If you planted a garden last year, you’re 
welcome to attend the meeting but it’s not required.  

Mini Camp  

First UMC is excited to announce that we will 
be hosting our FIRST mini camp.  This camp 
will be July 15-19  from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and is 
open for children ages 4-5. Cost for this 
camp will be $100 per child. Each child will 
need to bring their own lunch; snacks will be 
provided. Currently we have openings for 30 
children. Keep an eye out for more details 

coming soon. 

Radical Hospitality  
Hey, Church – We have openings 
for Parking Lot Wavers!!!! Come 
be a part of this fun ministry – hold 
a sign/wave – make someone’s 
day as they drive by or into the 
parking lot.  Is this something that 
you feel called to do? Contact 
Kristi for more information @ 
Kharris@bluespringsumc.org.  

mailto:Kharris@bluespringsumc.org
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P a g e  7  

 

  

 

The Caring Ministry Team will visit or offer communion to anyone who would like it in their 
home. Call the church office at 229-8108 and we will return your call. Blessings and 

Prayers are always with everyone.  

You are (excitedly!) invited to a Graduation Celebration honoring 
Erika Kaye Braun 

MidAmerica Nazarene University 
Bachelor’s in Ministry 

Saturday, May 4, 3-5 p.m. in the First UMC Lobby 

 

Town Hall Meeting Set for April 6/7 

The Leadership Council will host the first-quarter Town Hall meeting to keep everyone 
informed on key issues facing our church and to give everyone an opportunity to discuss 

our exciting new mission-driven focus.   

Please plan to attend one of the following sessions: 

 Saturday, April 6, at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary 

 Sunday, April 7, at 10:30 a.m. in room 112 

 Sunday, April 7, at 11:45 a.m. in the sanctuary  

Questions about the meetings may be sent to Leadership Council Chair, Randy Williams, 

at randygws@att.net.  

Day Camp Update 
July 15-19, 2019 

At the time of this printing we have 65 children registered for camp!  We are just 35 kids 
shy of reaching our goal of 100 kids. Please reach out and spread the word of Day Camp 
to your friends/families.  Registration is online at eaglelakecamps.com/FirstBlueSprings. 
Please prayerfully consider how you will be able to help this year with camp.  Volunteers 
will be needed at the Registration Table, as well as in each classroom, help with lunch, 
and families to host the counselors for the week.  Please contact Kristi at the church office 
or at kharris@bluespringsumc.org if you are interested in helping this year.  

mailto:kharris@bluespringsumc.org
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I n f o r m a t i o n  

Ministers 

All members who have pledged 
to uphold First UMC with their 
prayers, presence, service, 
gifts, and witness. 
 

Pastors 

Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes 
   email:  
shaynes@bluespringsumc.org 
 
Erika Braun 
   email: 
ebraun@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Worship 

Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m, 
and 10:45 a.m. 

 

Office Hours 

8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday 
 

8:00 a.m.—noon Friday 

 

Church Office: (816) 229-8108 
Church fax: (816) 229-6705 
 

Email 
office@bluespringsumc.org 
 

Learning Ladder Preschool 
(816) 229-9949 
 

 

Church Website 
www.bluespringsumc.org 

 

Like us on Facebook: 

   Blue Springs UMC 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Blue Springs, MO  64015 

PERMIT No. 21 

First United Methodist Church 

of Blue Springs 

301 SW Woods Chapel Road 

Blue Springs, MO  64015 

April 3, 2019 

Scan this QR code to get an electronic copy of the newsletter 

Address Service Requested 

Mother’s Day  Brunch 

Saturday, May 4 

9 a.m., room 117 

All women of the church are invited to the annual Mother’s Day Brunch on 

Saturday, May 4, at 9 a.m.  The United Methodist Men are hosting this 

event to say thank you for all you do for us. 
 

Enjoy a delicious brunch of pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, fruit, and 

drink for $10 per person. All proceeds go to the UMM/Paul Rand Scholar-

ship Fund.   
 

Our guest speaker will be Judy Akers from Della Lamb.   
 

Tickets will be on sale in the lobby April 27/28.   

Tickets will also be available at the door. 

 

 

 

 

 


