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Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack Update!
Thanks to all of you who volunteered at our FMSC Mobile Food Pack. It was a fun and meaningful event!!
We packed 108,864 meals, which will feed 298 children one hot meal per day for a year .
The final destination of the Manna Packs is unknown as of now. The country to which they are sent will be
published when that information is available.
First UMC Blue Springs did a Mobile Pack last year. In case you didn’t know, last year’s food went to Convoy of Hope. Convoy of Hope is a faith-based, nonprofit organization with a driving passion to feed
the world through children’s feeding initiatives, community outreaches and disaster response. COH
has distributed FMSC meals in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Central America and South America and
works primarily in schools and orphanages. You can learn more about Convoy of Hope via their website https://www.convoyofhope.org/

Ash Wednesday Services
March 6, 2019
10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Scholarships
Several opportunities for scholarships are available
at First UMC. Scholarship forms and a brochure
describing the criteria for each scholarship can be
found on the information table in the lobby. Scholarship forms are also available on the church website: bluespringsumc.org. Go to Connect, then
Scholarship. Applications must be printed and
turned into the church office by noon on Friday,
March 29.

February Sermon Series
Everyone loves a good movie, especially family-friendly stories of love, heroism, drama and more. This February, we’ll look at four movies that made the list of All-Time Greatest Family Movies. Join us as we allow
these movies to teach us about important issues such as living into our destiny, pursuing our goals, staying
together no matter what, and finding our way home. Best of all, we’ll be showing each movie in its entirety on Saturday nights at 6:05 p.m. in our sanctuary. Bring the family and spend some chilly winter
nights basking in the glow of some great movies on our big screen.
February 9/10: Akeelah and the Bee
February 16/17: The Sound of Music
February 23/24: ET

First UMC’s Mission Statement:
Making faithful, hopeful, loving disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Pastoral News
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Dear First Friends,
It’s time for me to speak to you about our upcoming special, called General Conference (hereafter referred to as “GC2019”),
that will occur later this month in St. Louis. Typically, General Conferences occur once every four years and are the only body
of the UMC that is able to make church law. The 864 delegates, half clergy and half laity, have been elected by their Annual
Conferences, and over 40% of these delegates come from outside the United States, including 30% that come from Africa. (I
was honored to serve as a delegate once, with another time as first alternate.) A special session has been called only once
before in our history as a denomination, in 1970 to approve our merger with the EUB denomination.
GC2019 has been called to discuss only one topic, the United Methodist position on human sexuality. Although the issues are complex, there are a
couple of specific questions for which we are seeking resolution: 1) Can same-sex marriages be held in our churches and officiated by our clergy?
Currently, our answer is “no.” 2) Can self-avowed, practicing homosexuals serve as clergy? Currently, our answer is “no.”
As you know, there have been significant changes in attitudes related to these issues in the US in recent years. However, as you can see from the
diversity of delegates described in the first paragraph, our voting members come from all over the world. Cultural norms around human sexuality
vary greatly around the world; hence, the ongoing tension within our denomination. To deal with our positions on human sexuality means that we
must deal with what it means to be a global denomination.
You need to know that church schism is being talked about actively. There are churches on both sides of the issue that have announced their intention to leave the denomination if the vote does not go their way. One of the proposed plans talks about offering a “gracious exit” to those who
disagree with the outcome, which is another means of church schism.
There are many plans that have been proposed. These plans run the gamut from the “Traditional Plan,” which would strengthen and enforce current UM policies around sexual orientation and has been favored by those on the more conservative side, to the “Simple Plan,” which would remove all restrictive language about sexual orientation and has been favored by those on the more progressive side. The proposal that has been
endorsed by the Council of Bishops and will serve as the starting point for General Conference is the “One Church Plan.” Under that plan, each
Annual Conference can choose who they will or will not ordain. An individual church can choose to offer same-sex weddings. No Conference would
be forced to ordain anyone they did not want to, and no church or pastor would be forced to marry anyone they did not want to. I will be teaching
more about the various plans at two sessions that I’ll be holding this month. Those details are on the back page of this newsletter.
So, what will actually happen at GC2019? No one knows. Something might pass, nothing might pass, or something else entirely different from the
current proposals might surface. What can you do? Pray for our denomination and our delegates. Join in our prayer vigil around GC2019, details of
which are on the back page of this newsletter. Educate yourself by attending one of the sessions I’ll be offering or by researching online.
I am confident that the God who has done great things through the UMC is not done yet. I trust that we will move forward together in faith, into a
future where we continue to spread the love of God that we have ourselves received. Most of all, I know that your love for each other here at First
UMC will not be changed by anything GC2019 can do. Continue to hold one another close in Christian love.
Together, we will move forward into God’s future with joy.
Blessings, Sally
January 12-13, 2019
Giving:
2019
2018
One Fund……..…..……$3,807
YTD One Fund
$25,497 $32,723

January 19-20, 2019
Giving:
2019
2018
One Fund……..…..……$13,947
YTD One Fund
$39,444 $51,654

January 26-27, 2019
Giving:
2019
2018
One Fund……..…..……$8,636
YTD One Fund
$48,079 $77,551

Worship Attendance:

Worship Attendance:

Worship Attendance:

Worship………..….……………168
(note: No Saturday service due to snow)
Sunday School
Children…….…...…..19
Youth…………………4
Adults…………..…..…61
Total
84

Worship………..….……………286

Worship………..….……………360

Sunday School
Children…….…...…..38
Youth…………………6
Adults…………...……80
Total
124

Sunday School
Children…….…...…..61
Youth…………………8
Adults…………..……127
Total
196

Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 35

Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: No
Meeting

Sunday/Wednesday Evening Youth: 34

More detailed financial information is available at the information table in the lobby or in
the church office.
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More detailed financial information is available at the information table in the lobby or in
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More detailed financial information is available at the information table in the lobby or in
the church office.

Children/Youth

First Connection

First Kids
Wee Singers, Children’s Chimers and Power Praise Kids

First UMC Children’s
Ministry

Weekly Sunday School—Join
us every Sunday morning at
9:15 and 10:40. There are
classes for 3-year-olds and up.
Nursery is available for all worship services, birth through two
years old.

Wee Singers is for children ages Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 1.
They meet on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in room 116. Contact Brooke Roskop at
broskop@bluespringsumc.org.
Children’s Chimers
Children in grades 2 through 5 have the opportunity to develop their musical skills through
Children’s Chimers (hand chimes). Chimers meet on Sundays at 10:40 a.m. in room 154.
Contact Liz Mueller at e.a.mueller@sbcglobal.net.
Power Praise Kids
Are you ready for some Really, Really Good News? Can you help us solve the mystery of the
Good Samaritan?
If so, come join our Power Praise Kids this year! Detectives must be 2-5th grade to go on the
hunt. We’ll be looking for clues to reveal the modern-day good-guy (or girl?) and shout the
Good News!
Come explore our music, snacks, and recreation every Sunday afternoon, from 4-5 p.m. in
room 116. For questions, call the Lead Investigator: Linda Cox, 898-3608, or
Assistant Investigator: Stephanie Marker, 220-9094.

Impact
Youth Ministry
Contact Erika Braun at ebraun@bluespringsumc.org
Join us:
—Sunday mornings at 10:45
in room 014 for Sunday
School!
Youth Groups meet on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30
in room 014!
Youth Fellowship Groups
meet on Sunday at 4 p.m. in
room 014.
All are welcome—students
and parents!
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February:
YOUTHAPALOOZA TIME! I hope you have March 2 and 3 marked on your calendars!
The Youth have been working hard and preparing a HERO-themed worship service for you all!
Join us and watch our Youth rock at explaining how Jesus is greater than any superhero!
We continue to need people to sign up to provide our Wednesday night Youth Group meals! It
is a wonderful opportunity every week to be able to fellowship with food together. Thank you to
everyone who has served us a meal! If you have any questions or are not sure how to sign up,
please contact Erika!
The first weekend of April, the Youth will be packing themselves into the church van and traveling to Branson for Young Christians' Weekend! This is a Youth Conference held inside Silver
Dollar City! We are asking for breakfast donations in order to keep the cost low for our wonderful Youth families. If you would like to help, please contact Erika, but keep a look out in the
foyer for a board with needed items on it!

Congregational
Care/Calendar

First Connection

HEALTH CONCERNS
Jeanne Bangs
Marge Bradford
Shirley Connelly
Marti Dietrich
Jody Fails
Harriet Fortel
Judy Gregston
Maxine Hall
Vicki Kerr
Gloria Kniffen
Jean Moore
Pat Parr
Sheri Rutten
Phyllis Sell
Chere Semple
Merlena Turner
Steve Young
Annjanette Suchanek, per Norma Jean Sigler
Beverly England, friend of Gwen Wheeler
Bill and Jean Best, per Marisa Gilbert
Brad Moretti, per Steve and Donna Bell
Bryce Long, per Michelle Leske
Carla, Jan Harris’ cousin
Cliff Brandenburg, per Jim and Linda LaShure
Cynthia Payne, per Annette Hoel
David Finkemeyer, per Cyndi Sloan
Eva Giesbrecht, per Marisa Gilbert
Helen Merrill, Joyce Maggard’s sister
Jerry Andersen, Kris Allen’s sister
Jim Eddens, Jessica Harwood’s father
Jodie Gallagher, per Mike Gallagher
John Pettineo, per Dee Meek
Karen Gangestad, friend of Gwen Wheeler
Kelly Campbell, per Roma Troxel
Kelsey Kwapsnoski, per Kenny and Lenora Stoecklein
Ken Eshelman, per Linda Platt
Lester Williamson, per Jan Balcom
Marilyn Callighan, Jean Moore’s sister-in-law
Mike Paul, Susan Delap’s brother
Nancy Forth, per Jan Balcom
Nieko Glesbrecht, per Marisa Gilbert
Porferio Olan, per Marisa Gilbert
Raine Herren, Jean Moore’s great-niece
Reba Morgan, Roswell Morgan’s mother
Rita Thompson, Jean Moore’s sister
Shirley Kalkofen, Cheryl Sims’ mother
Shirley Long, friend of Jean Moore
Sue Grinlinton, Kris Allen’s sister
Teresa Hankins, per Marisa Gilbert
Terrilyn McCormick, Perry and Kay McCormick’s daughter
Teodoro Patena, per Marisa Gilbert
Tommy Kotalik, Barbara Kotalik’s son
Tucker Dye, Kathy Bozarth’s nephew
SYMPATHY

To the friends and family of Wayne Ogilvie, who passed away on
January 4.
To the friends and family of Robert Hutchings, who passed away
on January 7.
To the friends and family of Bobby Tiffin, who passed away on
January 8.
To Damian Miler and family on the passing of her aunt, Lucianna
Cockrum.
To Keith Barker on the passing of his brother, Roger Dean Barker.
To Carol Jo Lenning on the passing of her brother-in-law, Alan Hansen, on January 31.

To Betty Hartwig and family on the passing of her nephew, Matthew Silber, on February 3.
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Date
Sunday, February 10
Wee Singers
Children’s Chimers
Disciple Bible Study
General Conference Informational Meeting
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal
Youth Small Group

Time

Location

10:15 a.m.
10:40
10:40
3:00 p.m.
4:00
4:00

116
154
117
117
116
014

Monday, February 11
Church Leadership Meeting

6:30 p.m.

103

Tuesday, February 12
Tuesday Team
General Conference Informational Meeting
Pickleball

2:00 p.m.
6:30
7:00

Office
117
Gym

Wednesday, February 13
Impact Youth Group
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal
Men of Praise Rehearsal
Worship Team Rehearsal
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Rhapsody Ringers Handbell Rehearsal

5:30 p.m.
6:00
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:30
7:30

014
154
150
Sanctuary
103
150
154

Thursday, February 14
Back Fence Bible Study
Ruth Circle
Altar Guild Meeting
Pickleball

9:30 a.m.
10:15
2:00 p.m.
7:00

100
112
Office
Gym

Friday, February 15
Adult Volleyball

7:00 p.m.

Gym

Saturday, February 16
Worship Service

5:00 p.m.

Sanctuary

Sunday, February 17
Wee Singers
Children’s Chimers
Disciple Bible Study
Power Praise Kids Rehearsal
Youth Small Group

10:15 a.m.
10:40
10:40
4:00 p.m.
4:00

116
154
117
116
014

Monday, February 18
Gospel Singers Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.

150

Tuesday, February 19
Methodist Men’s Lunch
Tuesday Team
Pickleball

noon
2:00 p.m.
7:00

015
Office
Gym

Wednesday, February 20
Widows’ Support Group
Impact Youth Group
Glorious Spirit Handbell Rehearsal
Men of Praise Rehearsal
Worship Team Rehearsal
Creative Crafts/Prayer Shawl Ministry
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Rhapsody Ringers

11:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:30
7:30

El Ranchero
014
154
150
Sanctuary
103
150
154

Thursday, February 21
Back Fence Bible Study
Pickleball

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

100
Gym

Friday, February 22
Joy Ringers Handbell Rehearsal
Small Group Informational Meeting
Adult Volleyball

9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00

154
103
Gym

Missions
Opportunities

First Connection

February First Meal Ministry
Our First Meal Ministry will be Wednesday, February 27, 2019; 5:00 – 6:30
p.m.
Please contact Kristi at kharris@bluespringsumc.org for more information or
to volunteer your time.
Mission Trip Fundraiser—March 9, 6 p.m.
Join our amazing Youth Group on March 9, at 6 p.m., as we conclude a 30hour fast fundraiser for our Youth Mission Trips! You heard me right! Our
Youth will fast for 30 hours on March 8 and 9 to pray over and devote their
focus to the Youth Group Mission Trips this summer!
On March 9, we will be serving a meal to the church to conclude our servicedriven fast! This meal will be open to all and be a love offering event! All of the
proceeds will go to the Youth Group Mission Trips this summer! We are going
to both Costa Rica and Tennessee, so we have quite a bit of money to raise!
Mark your calendars now: March 9 at 6 p.m. in the gym! Save your pennies
and help our Youth Group go on these amazing trips! And then join our Youth
in eating their first full meal in over 30 hours after they serve you a delicious
meal!





Youth Mission Team Stock Sale
A second t-shirt order to be available
A second frozen take out meal sale

Watch for more details in the bulletin and March newsletter in the coming
weeks.
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Developing
Relationships

First Connection

Tuesday Team
Calling all handymen (and handywomen) who have availability on Tuesday afternoons! Would
you like to join with a group of others for a couple of hours on Tuesday afternoons to do odd
jobs around the church? The next gathering will be Tuesday, February 12, at 2 p.m.
Widows’ Support Group
The Widows’ Support Group will meet on Wednesday, February 20, at 11:30 a.m.
El Ranchero
1867 SW 7 Highway
Blue Springs
Contact Joyce Maggard at 229-1300 or Carol Sartain at 229-9753 for reservations or more information.
Our Next 5th Sunday is
March 31
A pancake breakfast will be
served starting at 8 a.m. in room
117 by the Methodist Men. The
breakfast will be in place of a potluck lunch.
We’ll have one combined worship
service at 10 a.m. Reminder...we
will not have a service on Saturday, March 30.
Invitational Outreach Meeting
Are you interested in being involved in growing our church either
through outreach or radical hospitality? Do you have a passion for
finding fun and new ways to
spread the Love of Christ through
our church and community? Do
you agree that to grow our church
we need to be outward-focused,
boots-on-the-ground in our community?
If any or all of these are true –
please join us on February 26 at
6:30 p.m. in room 103.
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Small groups
Calling on all those interested in fellowship! We will have an informational meeting on Friday,
February 22, at 6:30 p.m. in room 103 about possible Small Group opportunities. This is for
anyone interested in Small Groups/Fellowship Groups/Life Groups! If you signed up or if you
have not gotten around to it yet, you are welcome to come! We will discuss group ideas, format, and possibly even make some groups! No need to RSVP, just show up and join the conversation!
If you have any questions, you can contact Erika at ebraun@bluespringsumc.org.
Lenten Study
Jesus' words all throughout the Bible are so powerful; but during the Lenten
season, no words are more powerful than the words uttered from the cross as
our Savior lay dying for each and every one of us. Join us for a Lenten Study
based on Adam Hamilton's book “Final Words” from the Cross as we take an
in-depth look at the final statements that our Lord uttered in pain as he hung
from the cross.
We will be offering this study twice on Thursdays during Lent; once at 8 a.m.
and again at 7 p.m. in room 103. Books are $10 but the fellowship is free! This study will run
from March 7-April 18. Book orders are due by February 25.
The Stay Strong, Stay Healthy program focuses
on improving the health and well-being of older
adults. The goal of the program is to provide safe,
structured and effective strength training for older adults.
The curriculum used for this program is modeled after the StrongWomen program designed by
Dr. Miriam Nelson and Rebecca Seguin, MS, CSCS, from Tufts University.
The Stay Strong, Stay Healthy program sessions are 8 weeks long and led by a University of
Missouri Extension Instructor. Brochures are available on the information table in the lobby.
The class schedule will be Tuesday and Thursday (class meets twice a week) beginning March
5, in room 011, from 9:30-10:30 a.m. The first class on March 5 will be 2 hours. To register, call
Andrea at the church office.
The cost is $50. Checks should be made payable to the Jackson County Extension.
For questions about the class contact:
Lydia Kaume, Ph.D, RDN LD.
University of Missouri Extension, Phone: 816-252-5150, E-mail: kaumel@missouri.edu

Transforming the
World

First Connection

A special thank you to Randy Dewar and his dog, Scout, for visiting shut-ins.
Prayer Shawls
If you listen better when you are doing something with your hands,
we invite you to take a prayer shawl from the basket in the lobby
and knit a few rows during worship, according to the attached pattern. As you knit, we encourage you to pray for the person who
will receive the shawl. After worship, return the shawl to the basket. Completed shawls will be given to people in need.
New and Improved Camp Programming:
Day Camp planning is in full swing. This year we have a couple of EXCITING opportunities
that will encourage us as a church to really dig deep in our faith and build a connection with
the children that will be on our property for a week of fun and fellowship. Please see below
and prayerfully consider being involved in one of these two options or part-time in BOTH!!!
Eagle Lake Day Camp – this is our repeat camp from last year. The only repeat is Eagle
Lake will be here – but they are bringing a NEW curriculum, NEW counselors and, rumor
has it…a NEW piece of equipment. The really NEW part that will involve you as the Church
is: we will have the opportunity to have one church member (7 total) in each group as a
mentor and relationship builder. This is so important so that each child will have a connection to our church after the camp is over. YOU will have a DIRECT IMPACT on making a
DIFFERENCE in a child’s life.
Pre-School Camp - We are looking at creating a camp (same week/same time) for kids
ages 4 and 5 to replace our VBS program this year. We have the curriculum but are in
need of at least 12 people that are willing to devote the week teaching and playing with
some VERY awesome kids with the same purpose of building that relationship between the
community and our church.
If this sounds like something you would like to be a part of – please contact Kristi at
kharris@bluespringsumc.org for more information.
If you don’t feel like you can commit to these opportunities, don’t worry….July 15-19 is going to truly take a village for camp to be a success. There will be MANY, MANY opportunities to participate in MANY different ways. The Pre-School Camp volunteer commitment
search is a necessity, as with no volunteers the camp won’t be possible.
Learning Ladder Early Enrollment
Fall enrollment for church members begins February 25. Registration information will be
available on the church website under the Ministries tab, then look for Learning Ladder
Preschool. Please contact the Learning Ladder office at 229-9949 with questions.
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301 SW Woods Chapel Road
Ministers
All members who have pledged
to uphold First UMC with their
prayers, presence, service,
gifts, and witness.
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Blue Springs, MO 64015
Address Service Requested

Pastors
Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes
email:
shaynes@bluespringsumc.org
Erika Braun
email:
ebraun@bluespringsumc.org
Worship

Scan this QR code to get an electronic copy of the newsletter

Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:15 a.m., 9:30 a.m,
and 10:45 a.m.
Office Hours
8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Monday-Thursday
8:00 a.m.—noon Friday
Church Office: (816) 229-8108
Church fax: (816) 229-6705
Email
office@bluespringsumc.org
Learning Ladder Preschool
(816) 229-9949
Church Website
www.bluespringsumc.org
Like us on Facebook:
Blue Springs UMC

GENERAL CONFERENCE
February 23-26, 2019
St. Louis, Missouri
If you would like to know more about the various proposals coming before
this Conference, Sally will be holding informational meetings on Sunday,
February 10, at 3 p.m. in room 117 and again on Tuesday, February 12, at
6:30 p.m. in 117.
We will be holding prayer gatherings to pray specifically for General Conference on Sunday-Tuesday, February 24-26, at 6 p.m. in our sanctuary.
If you would like to receive email updates from Sally before and during
General conference, please contact Andrea at alyttle@bluespringsumc.org
or respond to the email you will be getting next week, giving you the opportunity to opt-in for updates.
Town Hall Meeting Set for March 9/10
The Leadership Council will host the first quarter Town Hall meeting to keep
everyone informed on key issues facing our church and to give everyone an
opportunity to discuss our exciting new mission-driven focus.
Please plan to attend one of the following sessions:
 Saturday, March 9, at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary
 Sunday, March 10, at 10:30 a.m. in room 112
 Sunday, March 10, at 11:45 a.m. in the sanctuary
Questions about the Town Hall meetings may be sent to Leadership Council
Chair, Randy Williams, at randygws@att.net.

