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Note: This grant application was completed in early 2016. Some information has changed 

since that time. 

A-1. Summary Statement 

The beauty of nature surrounds First UMC of Blue Springs, which is located on 22 gently 

rolling acres. The church building seems to embrace our land, with one entire wall of our 

sanctuary made of windows. Nature in every season is an invited guest into our worship space. 

Like our pastor, Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes, we find renewal through the gifts of God in nature.  

We propose for Sally to have a period of sabbatical to reconnect with nature and her 

family. By a combination of time at home and travel, we believe that Sally will return to us more 

deeply in love with God, and with new vision about how to increase our encounter with God 

through increased utilization of our church property. 

A-2. Rationale 

Every time we gather for worship, we see the unique beauty of each season through our 

window wall. This church has seen many seasons in our 144 years of ministry in Blue Springs. 

There have been times of springtime growth and winter fallow. Currently, we are in a time of 

renewed growth and expectation, with new members and new energy. We are redesigning some 

of our worship services, and we are working to reduce our debt on behalf of future generations. 

Just as the earliest signs of springtime are becoming visible outside our windows, so, too, is a 

sense of new life in our congregation. 

It seems fitting that Sally’s guiding imagery for this sabbatical is nature. She is grounded 

in the God who creates, and a walk in the woods is often Sally’s favorite way to clear her head 

and her heart. We would like to provide Sally time to renew herself by exploring nature in new 

ways and places. Her first trip will take her to the San Francisco Bay area where her first 
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grandchild lives. She will spend a week with this growing family, and then she will spend a 

second week in retreat centers in San Francisco and Big Sur.  

Sally has shared with us the inspiration she finds in the natural order of creation, and how 

much the work of Charles Darwin has meant to her spiritual life. The capstone of her sabbatical 

will be a trip to the Galapagos Islands, the home of unique creatures that helped crystallize 

Darwin’s thinking. She and her husband will explore these islands aboard a ship with a 

naturalist. By sharing these adventures in God’s world together, they expect to be drawn closer 

to God and to one another. Sally will close her sabbatical time with her family on Sanibel Island, 

the place that has grounded and fed her soul for years. 

Sally’s vision for this sabbatical is not limited to her own needs, but includes a specific 

need of our church. Sally strolls our church grounds often, and as she walks our land, she prays 

about how this land can be a source for others to encounter God. She wonders, for instance, 

about the possibilities of creating a labyrinth or improving our prayer walk. This sabbatical gives 

her time to dream and imagine new ways for our property to be used by others to encounter God. 

This sabbatical grant will provide the congregation a chance to have their own unique 

encounter with God, utilizing the gift of the natural setting of our church property. Noted 

worship designer Marcia McFee will come to First UMC for a weekend’s worship experience. 

On the Saturday of her weekend, she will offer a multi-generational, multi-sensory event outside 

on our church property. She will also create and lead a unique worship service at all four of our 

services, incorporating that same theme of encountering God through nature.  
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By encountering God through nature in new ways and places, and by providing for First 

UMC to experience exciting worship with the same focus, Sally and the church will be well-

positioned upon her return to dream together about how God may use our church’s land. 

After 32 years in active pastoral ministry, with six of those years at our congregation, we 

believe the time is right for Sally to experience this time of sabbatical. Sally has also served in 

varied leadership roles in the denomination and in the community. Her ministry has been a 

fruitful one, and she has given herself fully to every place where she has been appointed.  We 

believe that time away will allow Sally to experience fresh renewal for her future ministry. 

On a personal note, Sally’s family is expanding. Her first grandchild will be born in Palo 

Alto, California, in April 2016. She also has a married child in Iowa, and another adult child who 

will likely be living in a different part of the country next year. With her family spread so far 

apart, and her non-clergy husband working full-time, finding time to spend with her children is a 

challenge. This sabbatical will give Sally the opportunity for extended visits with her family.  

The timing is right for this congregation, as Sally will have recently completed leading us 

through a major financial campaign for debt reduction in the fall of 2016.  Our staffing and our 

lay leadership are both strong at the moment and will flourish during her absence. We believe, as 

a matter of fact, that our laity will be strengthened as they step up into some responsibilities that 

Sally has been bearing.  

A-3. Detailed Description Note: The following description has been edited from the original 

grant application to remove specific dates, since some travel dates were changed upon 

booking. 
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The rhythm of Sally’s sabbatical is designed intentionally to allow periods of 

experiencing God’s grace through nature balanced with periods of solitude, family, and rest.  

Sally’s sabbatical will begin following worship on the Sunday after Easter, April 23, 

2017. This timing will allow Sally a week following Easter’s busy celebrations to make final 

preparations at church and to preach one final weekend. Sally will have time simply to rest and 

relax at home, where she will begin to disengage from the congregation and begin to re-engage 

with her interior life.  

Sally will travel to the San Francisco area. She will spend a week with her first 

grandchild (along with her son and daughter-in-law) in Palo Alto, California. Her husband, 

Andy, will go with her for a long weekend before returning home to his work. 

Sally will experience two different retreat centers during her second week in the San 

Francisco area. She will drive to the San Damiano Retreat Center in San Francisco. This property 

includes prayer walks, a labyrinth, and other features combining spirituality and nature that 

might translate back to First UMC. After two nights there, she will drive three hours to Big Sur, 

to the New Camaldoli Hermitage. This retreat center features stunning vistas of the Pacific 

Ocean. In addition to the natural beauty of each location, Sally has never spent an extended 

period of time in a solo retreat, with an opportunity for spiritual direction, and these days in 

retreat speak to the introvert in her.  

Sally will spend a few weeks at home in preparation for the Galapagos Island trip. Sally 

relishes having time to do ample reading and research on the islands and Darwin. Before the trip 

begins, she will take a course on photography to enable her to capture her experiences. 
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For two weeks Sally and Andy will travel to the Galapagos Islands. They will live aboard 

a boat, allowing them to maximize their time visiting islands. The onboard naturalist will educate 

them about the importance of the ecosystem, while they spend their days kayaking, hiking and 

exploring. 

More time at home will allow Sally time to reflect upon and assimilate these adventures. 

She will be able to visit nearby parks for hiking and boating on lovely days. In addition, Sally 

will be able to visit her other children, including her daughter and family in Boone, Iowa, where 

they will hike the trails for which that area is noted. Her other daughter is anticipating a move in 

the near future, and Sally will use this period of time to visit to her also. 

Sally’s sabbatical will blend seamlessly into her annual vacation on Sanibel Island, 

Florida, the place which has nurtured her love for nature over the years. She and her husband 

own timeshares for the same weeks each year. She will find continued renewal with her husband 

and family in the natural beauty of this wildlife refuge island, through walking on the beach, 

exploring the Ding Darling National Wildlife Preserve, and making day trips to the Everglades.  

She will return to church on Monday, August 14. After taking that week to reorient to the 

office, she will return to the pulpit on Saturday, August 19. A homecoming celebration luncheon 

will be held on Sunday, August 20. 

A-4. Pastor’s Statement 

Looking out the window of the church office, I see land that is frozen, covered with a thin 

layer of snow and ice. It is resting, yet spring is already beginning to form underneath. After over 

31 years in ministry, I long for a renewal that will allow yet another springtime in ministry. 
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I realize that I am a creature of nature. For me, my heart sings every time I go to my 

beloved Sanibel Island, Florida. As I cross the causeway, I always, every single time, roll down 

all of the windows and breathe the salty air, practicing the deep breathing that seems to be 

possible only on the island. I always, every single time, head down to the water as soon as I 

arrive, where I look out to the ocean and breathe. I gaze out across the water, and always, every 

single time, God feels close enough to touch. 

  These encounters with God in nature make my heart sing, and they renew me so that I 

can sing the song of God’s love in my ministry. My soul sings right now, as I consider the 

astounding gift of time and travel to encounter God in new ways in each place that I would visit. 

My family also makes my heart sing. The opportunity to see my far-flung children is 

precious. I look forward to being able to experience family joy and solitary retreat time on the 

same trip to the Bay area. I rejoice at unhurried visits with all three of my children. 

A trip to the Galapagos Islands is the perfect centerpiece of this sabbatical. I still 

remember a high-school honors class which utilized Jacob Brownowski’s The Ascent of Man as 

our key text. This beautiful book explains the beauty and order of creation through the lens of 

Darwin’s theory, and it changed me. From then on, I saw the world with new eyes. Nature was 

no longer random, but part of a beautiful, overarching pattern. The chance to experience this 

place which inspired Darwin’s work has been a lifelong dream. Even more important now is the 

chance to experience this place actively with my husband by hiking, snorkeling, and kayaking.  

I am excited for the church’s worship weekend with Marcia McFee while I am gone. I 

believe that I will return to a church that is ready to explore ways to expand our connections with 

God through the land which we inhabit. 
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A-5. Congregational Statement, by Dr. Bob Blaine  

Every now and then, if a church is fortunate enough, a visionary will come into the life of 

the church, and the congregation will be remarkably changed.  Such is the case when Sally 

Haynes came to us as senior pastor of the First United Methodist Church of Blue Springs. 

Sally is a visionary, a dreamer.  As our congregation bears witness to her Christian 

leadership, we cannot help but be beneficiaries of her vision for what our church has 

become.  We are nourished by her vision.  She does not let our ideals fade, she lives in them and 

is a part of our ever-present faith journeys, not only as individuals, but as a body of faithful, 

hopeful, and loving disciples of Jesus Christ.  Her vision has challenged us as a body of Christ to 

send mosquito nets to Africa for the prevention of malaria, to bring wells to the people of 

Mozambique, to provide filters to purify the water in Haiti, to send us out into the community in 

a myriad of missions with the intent to fulfill God’s promise to the poor and unfortunate.  These 

noble Christian missions have all been a result of her pastoral leadership.  Now it is time for us to 

support her opportunity for renewal, to refresh, and to bring new light and passion to what we 

can accomplish in the name of Jesus Christ as a congregation of the United Methodist Church. 

Sally’s vision, her dream for us as a congregation, is to incorporate our church’s 

wonderful natural setting to enhance the faith journey for her and for those of us in her pastoral 

care.  Through the renewal program, she may gain experiences that will enhance her vision 

which will then bring a new awareness to us all who share in that dream.  She may gain exposure 

to ideals that will challenge her to be an architect for our congregation’s faith journey. 

One who cherishes a beautiful vision, a lofty ideal in one’s heart, will one day realize 

it.  For Sally, her renewal may very well be that catalyst to help her explore ways the beauty of 

our natural setting may bring to our congregation through outdoor worship, fellowship 
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opportunities, or the development of gardens and paths to enhance one’s closeness to God 

through the wonders of nature.  The advancement of these ideas of nature’s beauty may very 

well lead us to new challenges that may make a difference.   For, as the sage Robert Frost once 

wrote, “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, and I, I took the one less travelled by, and that has 

made all the difference.”  That may very well be our ultimate faith journey under Sally’s 

leadership, to take the road that may lead us on our Christian mission to make a difference. 

Our prayer as a congregation is that Sally will be afforded an opportunity in the National 

Clergy Renewal Program to bring us to the vitality of her vision, to use our church’s natural 

setting to enhance the lives of the faithful, hopeful, and loving disciples of Jesus Christ that very 

well may bring about a transformation of our world.  To seek a peace and understanding of 

God’s will for us through the natural world that was His vision since the dawn of time, His 

creation, is our goal. 

It is our belief the National Clergy Renewal Program may be the gateway to that road less 

travelled, not only for Sally, but for the congregation she leads as well. 

A-6. Coverage of Leave 

 While Sally is on sabbatical, two existing part-time staff members will increase their 

hours and responsibilities, sharing preaching and pastoral care responsibilities for a combined 

total of 40 additional hours/week.  Rev. Jan Bond is a retired pastor, and Rev. Mark Hansher is 

our youth director and seminary student. One weekend of worship will be provided by Marcia 

McFee, as described previously.  

A-7. Communication Upon Completion of Program 
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 Sally will present an overview of her experience at an all-church luncheon on August 20. 

In keeping with the hopes for a long-term vision for the church acreage, she will meet with a 

small group of people interested in these possibilities in late August to begin future planning. 

A-8. Proposal Process 

Sally’s discernment and communication process has been very deliberate. She spoke with 

her district superintendent at an early point. She then met with her bishop, Robert Schnase, who, 

coincidentally, had received a Lilly grant that he had to return when he was elected to the 

episcopacy. These people encouraged Sally to move forward with an application. She conferred 

with her Church Council Chair and her Staff-Parish Relations Chair, followed by a conversation 

with the entire Staff-Parish Relations Committee. They suggested that Sally convene two focus 

groups of leaders from throughout the church, which Sally did in February. At every level, Sally 

has received encouragement and support in moving forward with this process. 

B-1. Congregational History 

Founded 144 years ago, First UMC Blue Springs was formed around the time that Jesse 

James and Cole Younger roamed the region. The original church was located by the mill where 

westward travelers would stop for provisions. Our church property features playgrounds, an 

outdoor chapel by a pond, community gardens, a columbarium, and fields. 

We moved to our current site in 2001, after outgrowing our former, landlocked property. 

First UMC was the rare church where attendance dropped following the move to a new building. 

In short order, the church experienced a significant financial embezzlement by a trusted staff 

member and the departure of a long-term, popular pastor. Attendance declined sharply during a 

difficult pastorate. In the two succeeding pastorates, it has stabilized, although it is experiencing 

the same downward drift in worship attendance as many mainline congregations. 
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B-2. Worship Attendance and Membership 

Average worship attendance is 450, with membership of 1030. 

B-3. Previous Four Pastors 

Steve Cox, 1993-2003; Mark Williams, 2003-2007; Steve Campbell, 2007-2010; Sally Haynes, 

2010-present. 

B-4. Representative Sampling of Ministries  

In addition to four worship services each weekend, First UMC ministries include: Learning 

Ladder Preschool; Shine Youth Group; children and adult vocal and bell choirs; men’s and 

women’s study and service groups; caregiving ministries; outreach ministries such as Hillcrest 

Transitional Living, Community Services League, and Habitat for Humanity; mission trips to 

Costa Rica and within the USA; and our sister church in Machava, Mozambique. 

C-1. Pastor’s Education 

A.B. cum laude, Davidson College, 1984; M.Div., St. Paul School of Theology, 1987; D.Min., 

St. Paul School of Theology, 2003. 

C-2. Pastor’s Ordination and Service History 

Ordained (Deacon, 1986; Elder 1989) Missouri West Annual Conference. 

Service History: John Knox Village, Chaplain, 1987-1991; Trinity UMC (Associate), 1991-

1993; Belvidere UMC 1993-1995; Epworth-Roanoke UMC, 1995-2000; Trinity UMC, 2000-

2005; First UMC-Warrensburg, 2005-2010; First UMC Blue Springs, 2010-present. 

C-3. Other Information 
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Sally has served as a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences in 2004 and 2008. She 

has held a variety of Missouri Conference leadership roles, including Chair of the Order of 

Elders and membership on the Board of Ordained Ministry. She is an officer in her Rotary Club 

and is running for a position on her local fire board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


