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On January 18, 2016, nine pastors of the CBNW Evergreen district, of which 

we are a part, met for our monthly lunch to share ministry and life together.  

One thing we do at each gathering is to share prayer requests and then pray 

together.  On this day, a young pastor was facing an uncertain future.  He 

started by saying that he was going to be vulnerable, and then he shared his 

situation with us, adding at the end, “I hope this is a safe place where you will 

keep this confidential.” Immediately, one of the more seasoned veteran 

pastors quickly said, “Absolutely, brother, because when your own people 

don’t love, you are in big trouble!” As soon as I heard this other pastor say 

that, I immediately thought of this segment of Scripture that we are presently 

studying in the book of Judges. 

 

In our study of the final segment of this book, we learn that the average 

Israelite was no safer among his own people than if he were part of the 

enemy’s camp.  The sense of unity and thus safety among the tribes had been 

forever shaken.  This same thing can be said of what life is like within many 

churches. Why? What causes that? What can we do to prevent it and to make 

the church a safer place for believers who want to grow up in Christ?  We will 

see answers to these questions demonstrated for us in our passage. 

 

If you are visiting with us this morning, you are stepping midstream into the 

plot of our text, so let me help you feel the powerful pull of the current of 

events that have preceded our journey downstream thus far. 

 

Our story began with Judges 19.  It is carefully and dramatically written, 

delineating the rape and murder of an Israelite woman by a gang of Israeli 

thugs in the Benjamite town of Gibeah.  The deceased’s husband bundled up 

her corpse, threw it over his donkey, and took her a two-day’s journey home, 

where he proceeded to butcher her body, cutting it into twelve pieces.  He sent 

one piece to each of the leaders of the twelve tribes in Israel, making a 

statement that demanded a just response from the rest of the nation.  In short, 
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this rape highlights the depths of perversion to which these Israelites from 

the tribe of Benjamin had plunged.   

 

In chapter 20, eleven of the tribes agreed that they must do something to 

bring justice to bear.  So, they contacted the leadership of the tribe of 

Benjamin and asked them to turn over the guilty men to be judged according 

to the Law of God.  But unexpectedly, the tribe of Benjamin decided to stand 

with this gang of rapists, rather than to stand against them and to see them 

punished.  As a result, all eleven tribes of Israel went to war against their 

fellow Israelite tribe of Benjamin, to avenge the rape and murder of the 

woman and to purge the evil from among their people.   

 

By the end of the chapter, all of the members of the tribe of Benjamin except 

600 soldiers were killed.  The estimated death toll of men, women, and 

children during this three to four day war was close to 200,000, leaving the 

tribe of Benjamin almost extinct.   

 

In short, God said the eleven tribes would have victory, but He never intended 

for the entire tribe to be wiped out.  Hence, what we have here is a serious 

case of justice run amok into heavy-handed revenge.  These things happen 

when saints don’t stay tuned into the Lord.  When we do not continue to lean 

into Jesus and learn how to keep short accounts with each other when wrongs 

occur, believers can be as unsafe to be around as any wild-eyed non-believer. 

 

When we come to our passage for this morning, Judges 21, we see that the 

rest of the tribes of Israel realized what they had done and that they had gone 

too far. Having won the battle, they didn’t need to wipe out all of the tribe.  

The deep regret, the change of policy, and the preventive measures that follow 

in our passage of study for this morning clearly reveals that Israel regretted 

the extreme extent to which they took their revenge.  As we will see this 

morning, in the end, Israel actually attempted to do what they could to 

preserve the tribe of Benjamin.  But in doing so, they unleashed even greater 

wickedness than before, if that could be possible. 

 

So great is the wickedness described in this closing chapter, that years after 

these events in Israel’s history were over, these last chapters of Judges 

remained an ugly benchmark depicting the ultimate wickedness and 

abandonment of Yahweh by the entire nation of Israel.   For instance, we read 
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twice in Hosea, “They [the Israelites] have gone deep in depravity as in the 

days of Gibeah; He will remember their iniquity; He will punish their 

sins” Hosea 9:9.  And again in the next chapter, “From the days of Gibeah 

you have sinned, O Israel; there they stand!  Will not the battle against 

the sons of iniquity overtake them in Gibeah?” (Hosea 10:9). 

 

Last time in our initial study of this chapter, we saw that the eleven tribes 

faced the problem they had brought about--the possible extinction of the entire 

tribe of Benjamin.  What made it so difficult to preserve and restore the tribe 

was the Israelites’ making of two frivolous oaths, that if kept would guarantee 

the extinction of the tribe.  

 

In order to solve the problem, the Israelites took three unconscionable steps in 

an attempt to right their wrong.  We pick up our study at Judges 21:12.  There 

we see that rather than humbling themselves before God, seeking forgiveness 

for their foolish frivolous oaths, and being relieved from having to fulfill those 

oaths, the Israelites took matters into their own hands and explored loopholes 

through which they could get around their oaths without having to admit their 

sinful failure.  

 

Their reflection yielded several possibilities.  First, they recognized that the 

six hundred Benjamite soldiers hiding in Pomegranate Rock could be a useful 

remnant to resurrect the tribe, averting extinction.  All they would have to do 

was provide these Benjamites with other Israelite wives. 

 

But the issue was complicated by both of the Israelites’ frivolous oaths. When 

they had assembled at Mizpah to determine the fate of Benjamin, they had 

agreed that “the great oath” should be imposed upon anyone who had failed to 

appear before Yahweh at this assembly.  That oath required that absentees be 

put to death. 

 

According to verses 9-11, from their point of view, the Israelite clan from the 

village of Jabesh-Gilead had failed to join the war.  Therefore, they deserved 

to die.  If they wiped out all of the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead, except for the 

young teenage virgin girls, then somehow they figured that these girls would 

escape the bounds of the two frivolous oaths and be used to rejuvenate the 

tribe.   
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So suddenly, from out of nowhere, the Israelites stormed the town of Jabesh-

Gilead, slaughtering men, women, and children, and never allowing them an 

opportunity to account for their absence.  Such an act was without Biblical 

precedent.  It was a blatant act of murder—a holocaust, if you will. 

 

These young women, most of them barely in their teens, were torn from their 

homes, separated forever from their parents, and given in marriage to men 

whose unprincipled conduct supported the gang rape of another innocent 

woman.  That’s where we left off last time.   

 

But before we move forward, let me make this next point clear:  Biblically, 

men are to be protectors, not abusers of women; but Biblical priorities were 

turned on their head in the days of the judges.   

 

Furthermore, one of the primary indicators of moral confusion and social 

chaos in any society is the abuse of women. The writer of Judges revealed the 

confusion and chaos in Israel by recording these instances of the abuse of 

women.  Multiple wives, gang rape, mass murder of innocent women and 

children, kidnap, and the ultimate rape of four hundred young girls by way of 

forced marriage.  All of this is horribly wrong. 

 

These men were not doing what Yahweh had called them to do.  They were 

wicked and evil in all of this.  But, if you remember, even the Levite’s 

murdered wife was not above reproach either.  She had given herself over to 

prostitution before and after her marriage to the Levite.   

 

Whether man or woman, this was a crazy wicked time, in which the results of 

their turning their backs on God came back to haunt them.  None of these 

events had any of God’s blessings.  None of these events should be used to 

make God a party to anything that Israel did in these days.  Israel chose to 

ignore God, and He, as the Apostle Paul writes in Romans 1, “turned  them 

over to themselves” to learn how life works when you abandon God--which 

is not good!       

 

We pick up the events following the slaughter in verse 12, with the 

accounting of the available young virgins to give to the six hundred remaining 

soldiers, the only survivors of the tribe of Benjamin. We read: 
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And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead 400 

young virgins who had not known a man by lying with him; and 

they brought them to the camp at Shiloh, which is in the land of 

Canaan.  
13

Then the whole congregation sent word and spoke to the 

sons of Benjamin who were at the rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed 

peace to them.  
14

Benjamin returned at that time, and they gave 

them the women whom they had kept alive from the women of 

Jabesh-Gilead; yet they were not enough for them.  
15

And the people 

were sorry for Benjamin because the LORD had made a breach in 

the tribes of Israel. 

Shiloh was the site of the tabernacle, and it was actually the usual place for 

national assemblies.  In addition, it was a neutral place militarily, so that these 

warring factions could have confidence of meeting in safety there. After the 

virgins had been brought back to Shiloh, a delegation was sent to the six 

hundred Benjamites, who were still hiding at the rock of Rimmon, to invite 

them to return and live in peace among the Israelites.  The delegation was to 

announce a formal declaration of peace to the Benjamites in Pomegranate 

Rock.  In Hebrew, verse 13 contains three verbs and is most accurately 

rendered, “They sent and spoke . . . and they called out to them ‘peace.’”  

 

However, there is still a problem. They had only procured four hundred virgin 

daughters from the slaughter of Jabesh-Gilead for six hundred soldiers.  They 

were still short two hundred brides. Where would they come up with the 

balance? 

 

We continue with Israel’s foolishness and another unconscionable step.  Keep 

in mind, they never had to do this any of this.  From the beginning, they could 

have humbled themselves before God, admitted their sin of making an 
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unlawful oath, and they would have been forgiven and released from 

fulfilling their frivolous oath.  All these people would not have been 

slaughtered, and the normal way of arranging marriages could have taken 

place.  But arrogance ruled--again!   

 

The lengths men and women will go to to avoid seeking out God’s 

forgiveness is hard to understand.  But we see it every day, even in our own 

lives. 

 

We continue reading: 

 
16

Then the elders of the congregation said, “What shall we do for 

wives for those who are left, since the women are destroyed out of 

Benjamin? 
17

They said, “There must be an inheritance for the 

survivors of Benjamin, so that a tribe will not be blotted out from 

Israel.  
18

But we cannot give them wives of our daughters.”  For the 

sons of Israel had sworn, saying, “Cursed is he who gives a wife to 

Benjamin.”   

19
So they said, “Behold, there is a feast of the LORD from year to 

year in Shiloh, which is on the north side of Bethel, on the east side 

of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the 

south side of Lebonah.” 
20

And they commanded the sons of 

Benjamin, saying, “Go and lie in wait in the vineyards, 
21

and watch; 

and behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to take part in the 

dances, then you shall come out of the vineyards and each of you 
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shall catch his wife from the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land 

of Benjamin.  
22

It shall come about, when their fathers or their 

brothers come to complain to us, that we shall say to them, ‘Give 

them to us voluntarily, because we did not take for each man of 

Benjamin a  wife in battle, nor did you give them to them, else you 

would now be guilty.’”  [In other words, you parents won’t be guilty of 

violating the oath of giving your daughters to Benjamin because they 

were stolen from you.]   

23
The sons of Benjamin did so, and took wives according to their 

number from those who danced, whom they carried away.  And they 

went and returned to their inheritance and rebuilt the cities and 

lived in them.  
24

The sons of Israel departed from there at that time, 

every man to his inheritance.  
25

In those days there was no king in 

Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

Neither of the parties, none of the elders of the eleven victorious tribes of 

Israel or the Benjamites, seemed to have had any qualms of conscience about 

using the festival of the Lord for this horrible kidnapping of young women.  

Innocent young girls, while in the midst of worshipful dancing to the Lord, 

were kidnapped and ripped away from their parents and betrothed husbands. 

The elders of the eleven tribes of Israel were heaping injustice upon injustice, 

wickedness upon wickedness! Their solution was shocking and audacious.  

 

The tribal leaders were not obeying God; they were doing what was “true for 

them.”  Literally, they were doing “what was right in their own eyes.” 
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When comparing the difference between the Judges and the book that 

precedes it, Joshua, Dr. Thomas Constable states, “The principle theme of the 

book of Judges is ‘Failure through Compromise,’ which is in contrast to the 

main theme in the book of Joshua, which is ‘Victory through Faith.’” 

 

Twenty years following Joshua’s death, the tribes became more interested in 

material wealth and political compatibility than obedience to the law.  With 

intermarriage and religious syncretism, the strength of Israel began to decline.  

Rather than the ongoing progression in victory begun in Joshua, the book of 

Judges portrays the sad story of retrogression and failure.  Judges serves as 

both a challenge and a warning. It is a challenge because it illustrates the fact 

that God can and will work on behalf of men when they turn to him. It is a 

warning to all that God will not tolerate sin. 

 

There is a huge lesson for the whole world to take away from the study of this 

book.  The whole point is that when people, even God’s people, reject the 

absolute truths and directives of God as laid out for us in His Word and begin 

to live in a relativistic way, doing what we feel is good in our own eyes, the 

end result is inevitable moral anarchy, which leads to societal collapse.  Why? 

Because without a solid unshakeable moral foundation, people eventually are 

unable to discern between what is basically right and wrong.  Reject God’s 

moral absolutes, reject God’s sovereignty and lordship over all of life, and 

moral collapse won’t be far away. 

 

To put it in the brief form of a principle, it could be stated this way:  No God 

leads to no morals, allowing the law of tolerance to rule and leading to no life! 

 

Back when I was in college, we had a tract created by the late Dr. Bill Bright 

of Campus Crusade for Christ.  I have used his diagrams often to help 

struggling Christians gain a stronger foothold in their spiritual life, through 

helping them see the simplicity of how to live the abundant life that Christ 

promised, while living in the midst of a wicked and confused world.   It is not 

hard for genuine believers, serious followers of Jesus Christ, to begin their 

adventure with Jesus in a powerful way, only to find it suddenly empty of life, 

wondering what happened.   
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It’s like leaving the service this morning, going to your car, and suddenly 

discovering that you have a flat tire.  You wonder, “How did that happen?”  I 

have learned that the Christian life can be like that flat tire.  Flat tires rarely 

happen suddenly.  As someone else once said, “There are no blow outs in the 

Christian life.  Just slow leaks!”  For the most part, as I follow people’s lives, 

this is the truth. 

 

You may be in this situation this morning.  Or you may know someone who 

is, and you are concerned for them.  Let me show you a way that might help 

them get back on track with their walk with Jesus: 

 

Draw a simple circle.  This circle will represent one type of Christian life.  

Draw a small chair in the middle of the circle, which is the throne or the place 

of authority in one’s life.  Whoever sits in this chair runs this life.  Randomly 

place various sizes of dots in the circle for major and minor interests  such as 

marriage, family, sports, hobbies, money, activities, home projects, ministries, 

business, health issues, and desires to pray, serve God, go to church or youth 

group, study the Bible, and share one’s faith with others.    

 

As you can see in this Christian’s life, these interests have no sense of order or 

direction.  In fact, there may even be a sense of frustration, emptiness, and 

discord, which can reveal itself in emotional feelings of discouragement, 

depression, despair, aimlessness, anger, bitterness, a critical spirit, guilt, 

jealousy, or impure thoughts. 

 

Typically, the root cause for this in a Christian’s life is that rather than Jesus, 

represented by a cross on the side of the circle, being allowed to sit on the 

throne of this person’s life, he has relegated Jesus to the edge of his life, and 

has himself sitting on the throne, represented by the letter “S.”  When we 

ignore God, sin begins to reign in our lives, and with it, destruction.  This is 

not what God wants for you. 

 

Knowing this can happen to any believer, and really, it happens to all of us 

more often than we would like to admit, God wants us to be aware of it and 

not to allow it to continue.  So, God warns us in Ephesians 5:15 with these 

words, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 

filled with the Spirit.”  To be filled with the Spirit is an expression that 
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means to willingly submit oneself to the control of the Holy Spirit, as an 

alcoholic submits to the bottle. 

 

So, what can you do if you feel this is your life?  Simple.  Upon recognizing 

that this is you, admit it and humble yourself before God.  Ask Him to forgive 

you for your rebellion or rejection or your ignoring of His rightful place to 

rule your life.  Commit to getting off the throne and submitting yourself to 

Christ’s rule in your life.   

 

What that looks like is this:  First, you take yourself off the throne of your life.  

You step down.  Then, you consciously invite the Lord to take over the 

throne.  As you do, you consider the different areas, both major and minor, 

and ask the Lord to take control of each.  But, do not ask this if you are 

unwilling to do what He says.  If you do, He won’t force his way into the 

chair; and you will end up in the same situation.  Begin by asking Him to 

show you which ones He wants to take charge of first. 

 

When you do this, the circle of your life will change appearance.  On the 

throne in the middle will be a cross.  And the major and minor dots that once 

were randomly placed will be arranged in an orderly manner around the edge.  

The “S” that represented self will be neatly there as well.   

 

Do you see how when each interest is submitted to Jesus, there is order and 

not chaos?  When we deliberately choose to make Christ’s will the most 

important focus of our lives, we suddenly find that prayer is very meaningful.  

When studying God’s Word by ourselves, we actually start learning things 

and making new exciting discoveries that we can hardly keep to ourselves.  

We have to share them with others.  And before we know it, we start reaching 

out to our lost friends to tell them how great Jesus is!  In addition, there comes 

an abiding peace, even in the midst of problems.  The other fruit of the Spirit 

becomes more apparent in our lives: love, joy, patience, kindness, gentleness, 

faithfulness, goodness, self-control.   This is ultimate liberty. 

 

Now, here’s the question:  Right now, which of the two circles best illustrates 

your life?  Which one do you wish was your life?  If you had two churches, 

one filled with Christians who were running their own lives and one with 

Christians committed to Jesus running their lives, which do you think would 

be a safer place to be in fellowship? 
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If you want the church to be a safer place, if you want to experience more 

blessing than hardship, Judges teaches the believer that the only way to 

experience the abundant life that Jesus Christ promised is for Christians to 

continue to challenge one another to choose to live the Spirit-controlled life. 

 

Therefore, this morning, if you want to experience more of this abundant life 

and to be a safer person to be around, I invite you to pray these things 

privately with me. 

 Admit my tendency to go it on my own. 

 List one or two right now. 

 Ask God to forgive you for this and ask him to take control of that 

interest in your life. 

 Thank Him for doing so. 

 Ask Him to continue to confront you with areas that you tend to take 

control back from Him. 

 Invite Him to bring other believers to come alongside you to help you 

see other blind spots in your life. 

 Ask Him to help you keep short accounts with Him, so that you don’t 

allow these various interests to be taken back by you. 
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