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Pastor’s Message 

“Praise the One who . . .” 
In our hymnals, hymn 849 is one of my 

favorite hymns. It is “Praise the One who 
Breaks the Darkness.” I do not remember 
hearing or singing this hymn unBl I came 
to Prince of Peace. It is a fairly new hymn; 
it was published in 1987. This hymn always 
moves me because it highlights many of 
the works of Jesus. As we sing it, as I see 
the words, I can picture Jesus doing the 
very things we sing about. It is a very 
emoBonal hymn for me for I know what 
we sing about in that hymn, what we read 
about Jesus doing in the Gospels, are very 
similar things that we see, experience, and 
struggle with today. 

This newsleMer is several days late 
because I struggled with what to write. I 
struggled with what to write because 
August was such a sad, frustraBng, and 
tragic month. There were so many things 
that happened; things that happened to 
ones we love, to things that were public 
and known to many and things that each 
of us have had to deal with on our own or 
things that were not made public to many. 
August was sad, frustraBng, and tragic in 
many ways. I have struggled with what to 
write to you all this month because I felt 
like I do not have the words to address 
everything. One of the hardest things for 
me as your pastor and as a counselor is 
knowing the pain and suffering that you go 

through and that I cannot take it away. 
During Bmes like this, I tend to pause, sit, 
acknowledge it all and pray. I will also 
select certain songs to listen to and Praise 
the One who Breaks the Darkness is one of 
them. When the sadness, tragedies, and 
frustraBons rear their ugly heads, we need 
Christ; we need to hear who He is and 
what He has done and will do for us all. 
We need to hear that He is the light of the 
world and the darkness has not, will not, 
and cannot overcome Him (John 1.4). We 
need to hear that the light of Jesus sBll 
shines in this world despite the sadness, 
tragedies, and frustraBons. We need to 
hear, know, pause, and reflect on Jesus’ 
words, “In this world you will have trouble. 
But, take heart. I have overcome the 
world” (John 16.33b). 

As we conBnue to experience our 
frustraBons, what helps you to stand up 
under it? What pracBces do you have 
through which God strengthens, renews, 
and comes alongside you? I ask these 
quesBons because dismissing or tossing 
aside our experiences with the challenges 
we face and experience may not be 
healthy for us in spiritual, emoBonal, 
relaBonal, or physical ways. The author of 
Hebrews recognized the struggles that the 
ChrisBans faced. The author did not 
relegate to the sidelines or dismiss their 
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negaBve experiences. The author of 
Hebrews wrote, “Remember those earlier 
days a\er you had received the light, when 
you endured in a great conflict full of 
suffering. SomeBmes you were publicly 
exposed to insult and persecuBon; at other 
Bmes you stood side by side with those 
who were so treated.  You suffered along 
with those in prison and joyfully accepted 
the confiscaBon of your property, because 
you knew that you yourselves had beMer 
and lasBng possessions. So do not throw 
away your confidence.” Let us stand side 
by side with one another as we all, in 
some way, shape, or form, experience 
some form of suffering, sadness, tragedy, 
or frustraBons.   

As we come alongside one another, we 
can “praise the one who breaks the 
darkness” together. We can be with the 
other person who may need to just pause, 
sit, and acknowledge what they have or 
are going through. We can li\ high Jesus 
for the one who is pausing, sibng, and 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g w h a t t h e y a r e 
experiencing. We can sing songs to, for, or 
even with them. Each of us handles 
tragedies and frustraBons in different 
ways. Let us come together as brothers 
and sisters in Christ to support, upli\, and 
encourage one another. Earlier in this 
arBcle, I asked you to consider what 
pracBces you have through which God 
strengthens, renews, and comes alongside 
you. I want to rephrase that statement 
now to highlight a very important truth: 
what pracBces can you do through which 
God strengthens, renews, and comes 
alongside others through you? I ask 
because in the last few weeks, I have 
received text messages, e-mails, and cards 
acknowledging my tears and pain from our 
August 15th worship service. Those 

seemingly small, benign pracBces were 
extremely helpful and beneficial. You all 
came alongside me as I paused, sat, cried, 
and acknowledged what you all knew I had 
experienced. You all helped me to praise 
Jesus in the last few weeks and for that I 
am grateful. I also know that you all do this 
for others in the congregaBon and in your 
lives with others. For that, I am thankful. 
God renews, upli\s, and strengthens us as 
we read His Word, as we walk alongside 
one another, as we remember our 
b a p B s m , a s w e p a r ta ke o f H o l y 
Communion, as we li\ our voices in song 
and prayer, as we lament together. God is 
at work among us, even when we feel 
b u r d e n e d , f r u s t r a t e d , s a d , a n d 
overwhelmed. 
 May God bless you this month as you 
remember that you are loved and 
treasured by God! 
PC 

Offering Accounting of  
Special Offering 

On August 22nd, we encountered an issue 
with documenBng the amounts given 
specifically for the Phil Schroeder 
memorial. We want to recBfy this and 
make sure that it is reflected on your end-
of-the-giving statement. If you gave a 
special offering on August 22nd, specifically 
for the memorial, please contact Liz 
Lindsay, 614-309-0579. This does not apply 
to anyone who gave online; it’s only for 
those who gave in-person on the 22nd of 
August. 

Prince of Peace Financials 
We are still working on figuring the 
reporting of our financial reports 
(monthly and YTD). Please give us some 
time as we figure this out. 
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L.S.S. Food Donation 
The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of 
Central Ohio is in need of food donaBons 
due to the greatly increased number of 
clients and the ability to buy less and less 
bulk from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. If you 
will donate, please bring your food 
donaBon to the church on Sunday 
September 12th and we wil l take 
everything down there on behalf of the 
congregaBon. The items they are 
requesBng are fruits, vegetables, tuna, 
peanut buMer, other ‘shelf’, non-perishable 
items, and personal care items. Jesus said 
in MaMhew 25.40, “Whatever you did to 
the least of these My brothers, you did it 
for Me.” Thank you for your willingness to 
help those in need. You can bring your 
food dona7on to the church and it will be 
unloaded for you.  

Flower Signups 
If you would like to purchase flowers for 
the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near 
the church office. Cost is $25.00 

LWML Mites 
We will receive any mite offerings on 
Sunday, September 12th. There will be a 
special basket, solely dedicated to the 
LWML offering. 

LWML Mites Supporting  
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 

MaMhew 25:40 assures us that whenever 
we serve the “least of these brothers and 
sisters” of Christ, we are serving the Lord. 
The healing ministry of the Dakota Boys 
and Girls Ranch creates an eternal, life-
giving impact in the lives of children age 
10–18 who face unimaginable abuse, 

neglect, and trauma — truly “the least of 
these.” 
This is especially true for female children 
who have been vicBmized by male figures, 
resulBng in trust-related issues that are 
hopelessly difficult for a child to bridge. 
The specialized ministry of a deaconess 
bridges this gap with the transformaBonal 
care of Christ, helping both young girls and 
boys. 

September 
Communion Schedule 

Communion will be celebrated on 
September 12th and the 26th. We will 
celebrate communion during the in-person 
services and following the service. 

Upcoming Congregational 
Outings 

Very soon, we will announce details 
concerning Oktoberfest at Germania. 
Please be on the lookout for an 
announcement via e-mail. 

Streaming of Worship  
 We will conBnue our Sunday live stream 
worship services for the next several 
months. Service will be at 10:30 a.m. If you 
cannot make it to service, we are posBng 
the recording of it on our website 
(Poplutheran.net) under the sermon 
secBon.  
 In order to parBcipate in the worship 
service, please download the worship 
folder. It should always be posted to the 
website by Saturday morning. You can 
access the worship folder at:  Worship 
Folder 
 On the same page as the worship folder, 
you will find the link to the live stream. I 
have included it here in the newsleMer as 
well. The live stream link is: Live Stream  
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https://princeofpeacelutheranchurch.online.church/
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Bible Study 
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m. led by Pastor 
Chris. We are meeBng in-person and 
online through Zoom. A link is e-mailed 
around 8:30 a.m. We are studying the 
Gospel of MaMhew.  

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study – Resumed meeBng and is reading 

‘ P r a c B c i n g 
Lament.’ We are 
meeBng every 
Wednesday at 
10 a.m. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study: This 
ministry resumes the first Saturday of 
November (7th) at 9 a.m. 

Confirmation Resuming 
ConfirmaBon will resume with in-person 
instrucBon in September. Pastor Chris will 
uBlize video recordings sent out before 
Sunday and live in-person discussion. 
More details will be sent out in the coming 
weeks. 

Families to Pray for 
Week 1: Merdassa, Mesfin  

Week 2: Mistak; Neuburger, Peb; Presley 
Week 3: Quaintance, Reale; Reed, 

Week 4: Renias; Rice; Riley; RiMer; RiMer  

Home Communion  
Distribution 

If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at your 
home, Pastor Chris 
is now offering Holy 
Communion at your 
front door. He will 

consecrate the bread and the wine in his 
car, bring it to you at your doorstep and 
you will receive the Lord’s body and blood 
at your door. Pastor Chris will wear gloves 
and a mask the enBre Bme, even before he 
consecrates the elements. If you would like 
to receive Holy Communion at your home, 
please contact Pastor Chris to arrange this. 

BIRTHDAYS
Emilie G - 1st 
Cinda L - 4th 
Denise S - 4th 
Suzanne H- 5th 
Nora W. - 6th 
Hayleigh G. - 7th 
Joyce C. - 12th 
Daniel H. - 19th 
Samuel S. - 19th 
Judy G. - 22nd 
Jeff R. - 22nd 
Jon S. - 22nd 
Paul K. - 23rd 
Tina S. - 25th 
Hosie E. - 26th 
Arsema K. - 27th 
Eliab M. - 28th  
Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 

ANNIVERSARIES 
• Willie & Debby F. 46 

years on the 6th 
• Phillip & Kay S. 41 

years on the 6th 
• William & Lisa S. 43 

years on the 23rd 
• George & Tina S. 32 

years on the 23rd 
• Ron & Judy G. 61 years on the 24th 
• Paul & Pat K. 45 years on the 25th 
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ORGANIST: Maria P. 
MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 
PA SERVERS: Mike P.  
MONTHLY COUNTERS: TBD 
Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was 
missed!! 
Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
informa=on. Thank you.(You may sign up for 
flowers in the narthex) 

SERVICE HELPERS 

September 5 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS: Willie and Debby F. 
(Anniversary)  
GREETERS: Knellers / Stephanie S.  
LECTORS:  Pastor Chris / Dawn R. 
USHERS TBD 
PA SERVER                         Mike P.  

September  12 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS: John and Dolores K.  
(Memory of John’s Parents)  
GREETERS  
LECTORS: Willie F. / Jeff R. 
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS   Mike P. 

September 19 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS: Dave and Melanie K. (Honor 
of Judy G. Birthday)   
GREETERS   
LECTORS: Debby F. / Philip S. 
USHERS:  TBD 
PA SERVERS Mike P. 

September 26 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS: Pat and Paul K. (Paul’s 
birthday and their anniversary)   
GREETERS  

LECTORS: Pastor Chris / Tom K. 
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS Mike P. 
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