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Pastor’s Message 

“The Reformation, Fear, and Anxiety ” 
In the last week, I have noticed 

within myself a growing sense of fear 
and concern due to the Russian 
President’s words after he announced 
an annexation of Ukrainian land. In that 
speech, the Russian President spoke 
directly about nuclear weapons. That 
sparked a growing fear and anxiety of 
what may happen in Ukraine in the 
coming days or weeks, especially with 
Ukraine’s rapid liberation of their 
occupied lands. What may the Russian 
President do with his mounting losses? 

As I’ve thought about what could 
happen in October, my mind and heart 
were drawn to Reformation Day, when 
Martin Luther, 505 years ago, posted 
his 95 Theses on the Castle door of 
Wittenburg, Germany, thus sparking 
the Protestant Reformation. As the 
Reformation spread and grew the 
Reformers began to articulate and 
confess specific doctrines that they 
found in Scripture. These have been 
summarized by the 5 Solas. They are: 

sola scriptura (Scripture alone), 
solus Christus (Christ alone), 

sola fide (faith alone), 
sola gratia (grace alone), 

soli Deo gloria (glory to God) 
  
A s I h a v e t h o u g h t o f t h e 

Reformation and its solas, I have 
wondered: What does the Reformation 

have to do with the Russian-Ukraine 
war? What does the Reformation 
doctrines have to say to those living in 
the shadow of nuclear weapons?  

I have spent several days thinking 
on those questions as I noticed my fear 
and anxiety spiking. Here are my 
thoughts:  

The Reformation was all about 
Jesus – to paraphrase Hebrews 13.8 
“Jesus Christ yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow.” Jesus was, is, and will 
always be no matter what may happen 
in the future the answer; He is our 
hope, our anchor, our tower of refuge. 
We point not to our diplomats or 
military power as a deterrent as our 
hope or peace or comfort. We, as 
Christians, look first and foremost to 
Jesus Christ, crucified, dead, and 
risen! As we point and look to Jesus, 
we are reminded that His love was 
shown at the cross for us. We do not 
look around us and our situation to say, 
“See, this (whatever the ‘this’ may be) 
shows me God loves me.” We look to 
the cross of Jesus and say, “There is 
unconditional love. There is God’s 
mercy. There is God’s victory.” We look 
outside of ourselves and one another 
and look to Jesus.  

Because of Jesus, we have a hope 
that is not built upon what is happening 
in the world. It is built upon Jesus 
Christ, on His death and resurrection. 
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For if Christ has been raised from the 
dead then we have a hope and answer 
to all the afflictions of the world – and 
this answer is iron-clad; nothing can 
prevent Jesus’ promised return. When 
He returns, all that we know will be 
washed away, never to return. We are 
free to live in spite of the fears and 
anxieties that we experience and which 
surrounds us. 

There is a story told of Luther that 
may or may not be true. Whether or not 
the story is true, the message of the 
story is powerful and I think it is most 
appropriate to share right now. When 
Martin Luther was asked what he 
would do if the world were to end 
tomorrow, he answered, “I would plant 
an apple tree today.” If we knew that 
the Russian President would order a 
nuclear strike on Ukraine, what would 
we do? Luther ’s response says, 
“Continue to live. Trust in Jesus for the 
world’s re-creation is in His hands.” We 
are free to live in spite of the fears and 
anxieties that we experience and which 
surrounds us. 

What does the Reformation have to 
do with the Russian-Ukraine war? 
What does the Reformation doctrines 
have to say to those living in the 
shadow of nuclear weapons? What we 
have said, what are saying, and what 
we shall always say: Jesus is the hope 
and the answer. Look to Him. Trust in 
Him. And then continue to live your life 
as your love and serve those around 
you. 

God bless you this month as you 
continue to walk with Jesus in faith, 
hope, and love! 
PC 

Bible Study 
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m. led by 
Pastor Chris. We are meeting in-

person. We are half way through the 
Philippians Epistle. 

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study – This bible meetings on 
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 (10:30 
on the 4th Wednesday of the month). 
The first bible study will be September 
21st. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible 
Study: 1st Saturday of the month at 9 
a.m. Meets at the church. 

Sunday school 
There is Sunday school for children 
beginning at age 3. Sunday school for 
our children begins at 9:30 a.m. A lite 
snack will be provided to the children 
during Sunday school. 

One Worship Service 
Please note that there will be one-
worship service on Sunday, October 
30th. This service begins at 10 a.m. 
Holy Communion will be offered. A 
pancake and bacon breakfast / 
fundraiser will begin at 9 a.m. in the 
fellowship hall. 

L.S.S. Food Donation 
The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of 
Central Ohio is in need of food 
donations due to the greatly increased 
number of clients and the ability to buy 
less and less bulk from the Mid-Ohio 
Food Bank. If you will donate, please 
bring your food donation to the church 
on Sunday October 9th and we will 
take everything down there on behalf 
of the congregation. The items they are 
requesting are fruits, vegetables, tuna, 
peanut butter, other ‘shelf’, non-
perishable items, and personal care 
items. Jesus said in Matthew 25.40, 
“Whatever you did to the least of these 
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My brothers, you did it for Me.” Thank 
you for your willingness to help those in 
need. You can bring your food 
donation to the church and it will be 
unloaded for you.  

Flower Signups 
If you would like to purchase flowers 
for the altar, please see the sign-up 
sheet near the church office. Cost is 
$25.00 

LWML Mites 
The LWML received $183.00 in 
September for the children of Peru. 
Thank you for your generosity and 
support. 

We will receive any mite offerings on 
Sunday, October 9th. There will be a 
special basket, solely dedicated to the 
LWML offering. 

Communion Schedule 
Communion will be celebrated on 
October 9th, 23rd, and 30th. We will 

c e l e b r a t e 
c o m m u n i o n 
du r i ng the i n -
person service. 
Please note that 

the post-service communion drive-up is 
being discontinued. 

“Ends of Earth” Scholarships 
Mission Opportunities Short 

Term (MOST) Ministraies 
Mission Opportunities Short Term 
(MOST) Ministries is a Recognized 
Service Organization (RSO) of the 
LCMS. In response to Jesus words in 
Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 

and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”, 
MOST Ministries has sent mission 
teams throughout the United States 
and 52 countries around the world for 
the past 32 years. Some of these 
countries include Uganda, Tanzania, 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Ghana, South Africa, 
Thailand, Peru, and Sri Lanka.  
 MOST Ministries teams impact 
the world for Jesus by providing 
opportunities for individuals to be part 
of a hands-on mission team. They are 
field driven as they connect with LCMS 
missionaries and national church 
leaders in the field to assess ministry 
needs and develop and plan team 
projects. Teams are equipped to share 
the love of Jesus as they fit people with 
eyeglasses, build churches/ schools, 
provide medical/dental care and health 
education, teach women marketable 
skills like sewing, or provide youth 
outreach through VBS, sports, music, 
or English language camps.  
 As part of their preparation to go 
into the field, team members need to 
raise the funds that will support their 
mission trip. They use personal funds 
and reach out to family and friends in 
the body of Christ for support. The 
average cost 
for participants ranges from $3,000 to 
$4,000 depending on the country they 
will serve. During a five-year period, 
there were twenty-four mission team 
trips cancelled due to a lack of team 
members. People were unable to raise 
the funds needed for their travel and 
service. The increasing travel costs are 
a hindrance to those willing to serve on 
mission teams.  
 The grant of $50,000 for MOST 
Ministries will provide scholarships that 
will cover up to half of the travel costs 
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for mission team members needing 
financial assistance. With these 
scholarships, MOST Ministries will be 
able to send more mission teams to the 
ends of the earth to proclaim the 
Gospel through service and love 
alongside the missionaries and church 
leaders serving in these countries. This 
grant will help MOST Ministries to 
reach their goal “to impact the world for 
Jesus Christ, through short term 
missions.” 

Streaming of Worship  
 We will continue our Sunday live 
stream worship services for the next 
several months. Service will be at 
10:30 a.m. If you cannot make it to 
service, we are posting the recording of 
it on our website (Poplutheran.net) 
under the sermon section.  
 In order to participate in the worship 
service, please download the worship 
folder. It should always be posted to 
the website by Saturday morning. You 
can access the worship folder at:  
Worship Folder 
 On the same page as the worship 
folder, you will find the link to the live 
stream. I have included it here in the 
newsletter as well. The live stream link 
is: Live Stream  

Online Offerings 
You have the opportunity to support the 
mission and ministry of Prince of 
Peace through an electronic transfer of 
funds (EFT). It is a convenient way to 
support the Lord’s work here at Prince 
of Peace. You can set up a recurring 
debit or manually input your ministry 
support weekly, monthly, or quarterly. 
Below are the steps to setting up your 
EFT for ministry support.  

Go to POP Website and click the 
‘donate’ tab. Enter the Amount and 
frequency and date(s) that you want to 
give. Enter the information on next 
page (incl. banking info). Enter a 
password if you want to create a profit 
and then submit it by clicking ‘Process.’ 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Are you a Thrivent member and have 
eligible Thrivent Choice Dollars to 
designate? If so, consider Prince of 
Peace. We have a special fund 
dedicated to Thrivent Choice dollars 
that the Thrivent members authorize for 
projects and purchases. You can check 
your Thrivent choice dollar amounts 
and direct them from the following 
webpage: Thrivent Choice or you can 
google “Thrivent Choice Dollars.”  

Congregational Meeting 
There will be a short congregational 
meeting this Sunday, October 9th, to 
elect Paul K. As our congregational 
president. 

Home Communion  
Distribution 

If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at your home, Pastor 
Chris is now offering Holy Communion 
at your front door. He will consecrate 
the bread and the wine in his car, bring 
it to you at your doorstep and you will 
receive the Lord’s body and blood at 
your door. Pastor Chris will wear 
gloves and a mask the entire time, 
even before he consecrates the 
elements. If you would like to receive 
Holy Communion at your home, please 
contact Pastor Chris to arrange this. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016BA9u7nFcYn4QawFNfrh1DMgXYwM7mdPk8NUAf4Vq4-6d9LvjTNIif3c0F4G2teYgXMZ7YTiKH1JkC4BGwB82ohUIreSyMQKIyoOoYcgCzscxoZWWeS57ygBNVP77Y0AgKDaUuWyi6eJbBwjCmZvViFIN-xMufeT&c=1yVE3Qve0Vgzh6Hj3W87Q5FAaXENRCSKz8RKzj3RoCtxFfZCJXhbLw==&ch=UMzqA9si5KUebZcudtnVRu3zvq69POLpdAnMKpqoZnuLUTiSiSXSag==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://princeofpeacelutheranchurch.online.church/
http://poplutheran.net
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html


PANCAKE FUNDRAISER

We are hosting a pancake and bacon 
(turkey and pork options) fundraiser 
before our worship service on 10/30. 
Breakfast will be served from 9 -9:45 
a.m. 

The fundraiser will be for a local 
school. 

SUNDAY, 
October 30th 
at 9 a.m.
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BIRTHDAYS 
Ron C. - 3rd 
Tom K. - 5th 
Aly E. -9th 
Debbie F. - 11th 
Linda S. - 18th 
Dave A. - 20th 
Steve H. - 25th 
Adam R. - 25th 
George S. - 31st 
Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Jon and Denis S. - 4th 
Jim and Cinda L. - 9th 
Mike and Katie H. - 27th 

Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary 
was missed!! 

Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
information. Thank you. 

ORGANIST: Maria P. 

MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 

PA SERVERS: Mike P.  

MONTHLY COUNTERS: Tom K. and 
Philip S. 

SERVICE HELPERS 
October 2nd 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS                   Tom K. 
GREETERS John and 

Delores   K./
Stephanie S. 

LECTORS    
USHER                        Brian R. 
PA SERVERS              Mike Petti  
            

                  

October 9th 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS Gogolins for 

Aly’s B-day 
GREETERS Bev. S. / Dawn 

Reed    
LECTORS                              
USHERS Tom K. / Phillip 
S. 
PA SERVERS  Mike Petti 

October 16th 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS Gogolins for 

Linda’s b-day 
GREETERS Richard R. / 

Fieldings  
LECTORS  
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Petti 

October 23rd 
ELDER SERVING                 
FLOWERS Open 
GREETERS Richard & Laura 
  B. / Pat 
Kline  
LECTORS Pastor Chris /   
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Petti 

October 30th   (ONE WORSHIP SERVICE) 
ELDER SERVING                 
FLOWERS Gogolins for  
 Mandy’s b-day 
GREETERS Richard & Laura 
  B. / Pat 
Kline  
LECTORS Pastor Chris /   
USHERS  
PA SERVERS Mike Petti
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