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Pastor’s Message
“Moments of Gratitude”
Thanksgiving is a few weeks away. I’m
sure many of you are making plans for
your Thanksgiving celebra ons. Some may
be lamen ng this year’s Thanksgiving. It is
this dialec c that I have engaged in the last
few days. There are reasons to give thanks,
to sing our praises to the Lord, to express
our thanksgiving to the Lord. There are
reasons to lament and grieve as well. So,
what does this reality of praise,
thanksgiving, and lament mean for us as
we move into the holiday season,
especially the season of Thanksgiving?
Scripture does exhort us to “rejoice
with those who rejoice and to mourn with
those who mourn” (Romans 12.15). I think
it is helpful for us to frame thanksgiving,
praise, and lament as moments rather
than states we nd ourselves in. There are
moments for which we give our praise and
thanksgiving. There are moments when we
lament, cry, and experience strong
emo ons. What would it look like to have
a moment of gra tude or moments of
gra tude? I think it can help us to be on
the lookout for those li le moment(s) of
gra tude rather than the expecta on of an
a tude of gra tude (that was one of my
working tles for this ar cle). Do we want
an a tude of gra tude or an invita on to
no ce the moments for which we nd
gra tude? I prefer that second op on. An

a tude of gra tude seems like an order. . .
be this way or ‘you are not a faithful, good
Chris an; you don’t love Jesus; you don’t’
have a strong faith!’ Other than all those
statements being poppycock; that kind of
thinking does not allow for the range of
emo ons and experiences that Scripture
speaks of or what we see in the Psalms.
There are moments of pure joy, gra tude,
and thanksgiving. Take Psalm 105.1-3:
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his
name;
make known among the na ons what he
has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him;
tell of all his wonderful acts.
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord
rejoice.”
Psalm 95.1-2 says,
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salva on.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.”
There is also the reality of the ip side of
these psalms of gra tude, praise, and
thanksgiving. Psalm 42.1-5 says,
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“As the deer pants for streams of water,
so my soul pants for you, my God.
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living
God.
When can I go and meet with God?
3 My tears have been my food
day and night,
while people say to me all day long,
“Where is your God?”
4 These things I remember
as I pour out my soul:
how I used to go to the house of God
under the protec on of the Mighty One
with shouts of joy and praise
among the fes ve throng.
5 Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?”
The Psalmist then says, “Put your hope in
God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior
and my God.” This is the refrain of the
Psalm, but it does not negate or minimize
the reality of the Psalmist’s situa on or
their cries of lament.
The other day, Noelle was home from
school for a teacher workday. I had a lot of
things I needed to get done. I did some of
the things on my agenda, but I promised
Noelle we would get smoothies and go to
Blacklick park before picking Micah up
from the si er. As we were heading to the
park a er ge ng the smoothie, I asked
Noelle what her favorite part of the day
was so far? She said, “Spending it with
you.” Her answer warmed my heart and
caught me by surprise. She saw me
working on two bible studies, go to the
den st, have an hour-long tele-mee ng
from 9-1. I didn’t think we had a lot of
me together, but she was focused on that
present moment – ge ng the smoothie
and going to Blacklick. While we were
there, a er she had played on the
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playground, we went for a walk. While on
the walk, I was enjoying the beauty of the
fall trees, the cool crisp air, and holding
Noelle’s hand as she talked and made
jokes. At that me, I was grateful. I was
grateful for my family, for the day I was
having, and for those moments I had with
Noelle. It did not take away the stress I
was feeling or the stressors in my life or
the things I have gone through in the
immediate days, weeks, and months. But,
at that moment, I was thankful; I had a
moment or two of gra tude.
As we move forward in the coming
days, weeks, and months, I want to
encourage you to no ce those moments of
gra tude and thanksgiving. Accept and
rejoice in those moments. I know 2021 has
not turned out to be what we all wanted.
There were signi cant frustra ons, losses,
and experiences that we all have had. Sin
and its subsequent manifesta ons have
greatly impacted us as individuals and as a
fellowship of believers. Thank God we
have the Gospel of Jesus, of being
reminded that sin does not win and that it
cannot win for Jesus is victorious over it
all. In the midst of our shared experiences,
both posi ve and the not-so desirable
ones, there were also moments of
gra tude and thanksgiving and at this
moment, I give thanks to God for them.
May God bless you this month as you
remember that you are loved and
treasured by God!
PC

Congregational Workday
There is a congrega onal work day
scheduled for November 13th at 10 a.m.
Lunch will be provided.
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Prince of Peace Financials
Income:
Expenses:
September General Fund:
$10,542
$12,620
2021 – 2022 YTD:
$10,542
$12,620
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during the in-person services and following the
service.

LWML Mites Supporting
Thirst to Learn: Bible Books

L.S.S. Food Donation
The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of
Central Ohio is in need of food dona ons
due to the greatly increased number of
clients and the ability to buy less and less
bulk from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. If you
will donate, please bring your food
dona on to the church on Sunday
November 14th and we will take everything
down there on behalf of the congrega on.
The items they are reques ng are fruits,
vegetables, tuna, peanut bu er, other
‘shelf’, non-perishable items, and personal
care items. Jesus said in Ma hew 25.40,
“Whatever you did to the least of these
My brothers, you did it for Me.” Thank you
for your willingness to help those in need.
You can bring your food dona on to the
church and it will be unloaded for you.

Flower Signups
If you would like to purchase owers for
the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near
the church o ce. Cost is $25.00

LWML Mites
We will receive any mite o erings on
Sunday, November 14th. There will be a
special basket, solely dedicated to the
LWML o ering.

Communion Schedule
Communion will be celebrated on November
14th and 28th. We will celebrate communion

Lutheran Heritage Founda on con nues
its work of transla ng, publishing,
distribu ng, and introducing Lutheran
materials throughout Africa where the
popula on is more than 1.216 billion
people. Sadly, over half those souls are s ll
wai ng to be introduced to the one true
Savior, Jesus Christ. Islam has made huge
inroads in the con nent. But thanks be to
God, Chris an missionaries have been
spreading the Light of the Gospel also.
Economic and poli cal condi ons may
force missionaries to leave a country, but
the Lutheran books they leave behind stay
— and teach — for genera ons. This grant
will fund the prin ng and distribu on of
129,500 engaging, colorful books which
will introduce children to Jesus in their
Lutheran schools, Sunday schools, and
orphanages.

Christmas Poinsettias
Help the church decorate the sanctuary for
our Christmas Eve worship service. There
is a sign-up sheet located by the church
o ce. Each poinse a costs $6.00.
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Advent Congregational
Song Selections
We will con nue our prac ce of having
people select a hymn to be sung at the
beginning of our Advent services. Please
take a video of you or your child(ren)’s
selec ons and send it to Pastor Chris
several days or weeks in advance. We will
sing one or two songs so we need 4-8
selec ons to be sent in. Advent begins on
November 28th.

Decorating Church for
Advent and Christmas
We will put up the Christmas tree
following our Thanksgiving service. We will
con nue decora ng on Saturday,
November 27th beginning at 9 a.m. More
volunteers will mean will nish sooner. We
hope to nish decora ng by 10:30 a.m.,
depending on so you can get home to
prepare for the OSU vs. Michigan game.

Children and Christmas Eve
Please mark your calendar for the rst
three Sundays in December. We will have
our Sunday school children prac ce
several Christmas songs that they will sing
during our Christmas Eve worship service.
For this year, it will replace the tradi onal
Children’s Christmas program. The
prac ces will begin at 9:30 a.m. and
conclude by 10:15 a.m.

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service
We will gather for in-person worship on
Wednesday, November 24th at 7 p.m. We
m ay l i ve st re a m t h e s e r v i c e ; a n
announcement about this service’s live
stream will be announced in the coming
weeks.

November, 2021

Streaming of Worship
We will con nue our Sunday live stream
worship services for the next several
months. Service will be at 10:30 a.m. If you
cannot make it to service, we are pos ng
the recording of it on our website
(Poplutheran.net) under the sermon
sec on.
In order to par cipate in the worship
service, please download the worship
folder. It should always be posted to the
website by Saturday morning. You can
access the worship folder at: Worship
Folder
On the same page as the worship folder,
you will nd the link to the live stream. I
have included it here in the newsle er as
well. The live stream link is: Live Stream

Bible Study
Sunday morning @ 9:30 a.m. led by Pastor
Chris. We are mee ng in-person and
online through
Zoom. A link is
e-mailed
around 8:30
a.m. We are
studying the
Gospel of
Ma hew.
Wednesday morning Women’s Bible
Study – The women’s bible study is
resuming on Wednesday mornings at 10
a.m. We are studying the book of James.
Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study:
Resuming this Saturday, November (7th) at
9 a.m.
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Council Highlights
•Brush trimming work on October 16 was
a Thrivent "Ac on Team" event for which
Thrivent seed money was used to buy
some tools, that temporarily will be stored
in one of the church's u lity closets.
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Thank you for the Afghan
Welcome Kits
The LWML of Prince of Peace packed
twelve kits on Saturday, October 23rd.
Thank you for purchasing items for this
service to the Afghan refugees.

•Pastor Chris has no ced that the church's
storage shed is leaning and ro ng. He is
proposing to get it replaced u lizing the
memorial fund and asking Thrivent
members to contribute Thrivent Choice
dollars.
•Pastor Chris will begin contac ng service
areas to gather informa on to pass along
service opportuni es to the congrega on
•Men's monthly Bible study breakfasts will
resume beginning with the rst Saturday in
November.
•Richard Riley reported that Sunday
School, the Van Ministry and Worship
Service Greeters have returned to the
normal schedule. The search is on for a
public rela ons coordinator.
•Financial Manager Liz Lindsay reported
September income of $10,542.00 and
expenses of $12,619.67. Remaining in the
Phil Schroeder memorial fund is an
amount of $1,925.77.
•Trustee Mike Pe
reported that the
trustees are looking to Council for advice
on whether or not to le a claim with our
insurance company to recoup the cost of
drying out the basement from the ood.
Council voted to pursue the claim. (The
claim was subsequently pursued, and the
money paid to ServPro, nearly $9,000, was
recouped.
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Families to Pray for
Week 1: Albrecht, Amegboe, Asbury
Week 2: Baer, Bauley, Baumann, Behrend,
Belete, Beyan, Beyan, and Brown
Week 3: Callander, Childress, Christopher,
Crabtree
Week 4: Eldridge and Estes

Home Communion
Distribution
If you would like to
receive Holy
Communion at your
home, Pastor Chris
is now o ering Holy
Communion at your
front door. He will consecrate the bread
and the wine in his car, bring it to you at
your doorstep and you will receive the
Lord’s body and blood at your door. Pastor
Chris will wear gloves and a mask the
en re me, even before he consecrates
the elements. If you would like to receive
Holy Communion at your home, please
contact Pastor Chris to arrange this.

BIRTHDAYS
Lolibon M. - 3rd
Stephanie S. - 4th
Amanda Y. - 5th
Phillip S. - 7th
Zachary G. - 16th
Christa M. - 17th
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ANNIVERSARIES
Andy and Jessica J. 6
years on the 15th
Joseph and Elisabeth K.
3 years on the 25th

ORGANIST: Maria P.
MORNING DEACON: Michael P.
PA SERVERS: Mike P.
MONTHLY COUNTERS: TBD
Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was
missed!!
Please give Pastor Chris any missing
informa on. Thank you.(You may sign up for
owers in the narthex)

SERVICE HELPERS
November 7
ELDER SERVING
FLOWERS
Dorothy and Dave
Q. (Richard’s
Birthday)
GREETERS
John and Delores
K./Stephanie S.
LECTORS
Jessica M.J. /
Dawn R.
USHER
Brian R. & Liz L.
PA SERVERS
Mike Pe
November 14
ELDER SERVING
FLOWERS
Open
GREETERS
Bev. S. /Dawn
Reed
LECTORS
Willie F. / Je R.
USHERS
Tom Kluesener/
Phillip Shoemaker
PA SERVERS
Mike Pe

Stephen K. - 22nd
Jim L. - 22nd
El Natan M. - 23rd
Grace S. - 25th
Nadine A. - 30th
Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash
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November 21
ELDER SERVING
FLOWERS
John and Dolores
K. (Clark’s
Birthday)
GREETERS
Richard R./Liz L.
LECTORS
Debby F./Phillip S.
USHERS
PA SERVERS
Mike Pe
November 28
ELDER SERVING
FLOWERS
Elizabeth S.
(Memory of her
parents)
GREETERS
Richard & Laura
B. / Pat Kline
LECTORS
Pastor Chris /
Tom K.
USHERS
PA SERVERS
Mike Pe
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