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Pastor’s Message 

“The Past and the Present” 
How do you view the past? Do you look 

back to it as a baseline to judge our present 
reality? With nostalgia? Yearning for the 
‘good ol’ days’? As a teacher? I remember a 
poster that my high school history teacher 
had in his room. It said, “Those who forget 
history are doomed to repeat it.” I wonder 
how we look back to our past. Can we learn 
from our ancestors, especially our ancestors 
in the faith? 

I’m sure that you have heard me quote 
Luther a lot in some of my recent sermons. 
I’ve been reading a lot of Luther, the early 
church fathers, and spending a lot of Jme in 
the literature from 2nd Temple Judaism. I’ve 
been doing this to learn more about the past 
so that the wisdom of the past can be 
applied to our present. For example, for the 
past year, we all have lived amid a global 
pandemic. This is a new situaJon for us all, 
but it was not so for our ancestors in the 
faith. We can learn from the wisdom of our 
ancestors as they lived and followed Jesus in 
the midst of pandemics, plagues, etc.  

The morning that I wrote this arJcle, 
Micah had a rough night of 
sleep. I couldn’t get him to 
to stay asleep when I put 
him in the crib. So at four 
in the morning I began 
reading MarJn Luther’s, 
“Whether One May Flee 

from a Deadly Plague?” I’ve read it before, 
but I wanted to hear his words again. Here 
are some of the things Luther wrote almost 
500 years ago. You can Google this leVer and 
read the enJrety yourself. I highly 
recommend this leVer. I have copied just a 
couple paragraphs of what he wrote. Luther 
said, 

“When those who are strong [of faith] 
travel with those who are weak [of faith], 
the strong must try not to walk at a pace 
based on their strength lest they walk their 
weak companions nearly to death. Christ 
does not want his weak ones to be 
abandoned, as St. Paul teaches in Rom. 
15[:1] and 1 Cor. 12[:22ff.].”  

“Where no such emergency exists and 
enough people are available for the care of 
the sick—whether voluntarily, by duty, or 
arranged by those who are weak in faith—so 
that there is no need for addiJonal helpers, 
or where the sick do not want them and 
have refused their services, I judge that they 
are free either to flee or to remain. If they 
are sufficiently bold and strong in their faith, 
let them stay in God’s name; that is certainly 
no sin. If they are weak and fearful, let them 
flee in God’s name as long as they do not 
neglect their duty toward their neighbors 
but have made adequate provision for 
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others to provide care. To flee from death 
and to save one’s life is a natural tendency, 
implanted by God and not forbidden unless 
it be against God and neighbor, as St. Paul 
says in Eph. 4 [5:29], “No one ever hates his 
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it.” It 
is even commanded that everyone should as 
much as possible preserve body and life and 
not neglect them, as St. Paul says in 1 Cor. 
12[:21–26] that God has so ordered the 
members of the body that each one cares 
and works for the other.” 

From the sec+on “those who tempt God” - 
“They are much too rash and reckless, 
tempJng God and disregarding everything 
which might counteract death and the 
plague. They disdain the use of medicines; 
they do not avoid places and persons 
infected by the plague, but instead 
lightheartedly make sport of it and wish to 
prove how independent they are. They say 
that it is God’s punishment; if he wants to 
protect them he can do so without 
medicines or our carefulness. This is not 
trusJng God, but rather tempJng him. God 
has created medicines and provided us with 
intelligence to guard and take good care of 
the body so that we can live in good health.” 

“What else is the epidemic but a fire which 
instead of consuming wood and straw 
devours life and body? You ought to think 
this way: “Very well, by God’s decree the 
enemy has sent us poison and deadly refuse. 
Therefore, I shall ask God mercifully to 
protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify 
the air, administer medicine, and take it. I 
shall avoid places and persons where my 
presence is not needed in order not to 
become contaminated and thus perchance 

infect and pollute others, and so cause their 
death as a result of my negligence. If God 
should wish to take me, he will surely find 
me, and I have done what he has expected 
of me and so I am not responsible for either 
my own death or the death of others. If my 
neighbor needs me, however, I shall not 
avoid place or person but will go freely, as 
stated above. See, this is such a God-fearing 
faith because it is neither brash nor 
foolhardy and does not tempt God.” 

Luther certainly had a way with words. 
As you read them, how did you respond? Did 
you hear the wisdom and insight from a 
ChrisJan who lived, ministered, and taught 
during the bubonic plague that afflicted his 
town? Did you read them in such a way to 
be dismissive as if Luther was wrong and we 
know beVer? This is the blessing and bane 
of reading people outside of our own Jme 
and place? They can challenge, frustrate, 
inform, and cause us to pause and consider. I 
know there is so much reading and watching 
of things on t.v., on our phones, and in the 
paper. SomeJmes, it might behoove and 
benefit us to read our ancestors in the faith 
and to hear their wisdom, guidance, and 
insight – not only about Jesus and the 
Gospel, but how we can also live in the 
present by hearing how they lived in the 
past. 

May God bless you this month. 
PC 

Click the Jtle of the arJcle below If you 
would like to read Luther’s “Whether One 
May Flee a Deadly Plague”  
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LWML GIFTS OF THE HEART 
The Prince of Peace Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
will collect the items below. They will be taken 
to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leagues  June 24-27, 
2021  ConvenJon, located in Lexington Ky.   

Recipients include:  
Assurance for Life Ministry (Lexington, KY), MOST Ministries, 
and the  
Food Bank Support at Fort Wayne and St. Louis Concordia 
Seminaries. 

The items below have been requested by these organizaJons 
to help support their missions.  
  
• Gir cards in denominaJon of $10, (Walmart or Target). 
• New and “like-new” eyeglasses and eyeglass case’s 

 All items are being requested to be NEW and in its own 
packaging.   
• Baby toiletries (shampoo, soap, loJon). 
• Baby bath towels. • Wash cloths. 
• Burp cloths. 
• Baby wipes. 
• Toys (teething rings, raVles). 
• Small “First” ChrisJan books (board books, vinyl books). 

We will be collecJng these items starJng in May and up to 
Sunday, June 20, 2021.  
If you have any quesJons about this request, you may 
contact Ann Presley at 614-756-7300.   

Or at www.lwml.org/2021-convenJon for more informaJon 
about these and other girs.  

LWML MITES 
We will receive any mite offerings on Sunday, June 13th. There 
will be a special basket, solely dedicated to the LWML offering. 
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Home Communion 

If you would like to receive 
Holy Communion at your 
home, Pastor Chris is now 
offering Holy Communion 
at your front door. He will 
consecrate the bread and 
the wine in his car, bring it 
to you at your doorstep 
and you will receive the 
Lord’s body and blood at 
your door. Pastor Chris will 
wear gloves and a mask 
the enJre Jme, even 
before he consecrates the 
elements. If you would like 
t o r e c e i v e H o l y 
Communion at your home, 
please contact Pastor Chris 
to arrange this. 

June Communion 
Schedule 

W e w i l l c e l e b r a t e H o l y 
Communion on June 27th 

Please note that there is no 
Holy Communion on June 13th 
due to Pastor Chris being on 
vacaJon. 



Tidings of Peace Monthly Newsletter June 2021

TREASURED VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Embark on an epic quest through hidden ruins, ancient caves, and dense jungles. At Treasured 
VBS, kids dig into ac+on-packed, faith-filled adventures. They’ll discover God’s greatest treasure 
isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold—it’s them! 

Last year was a year full of disappointments and change, but not this year. Prince of Peace 
would like to welcome back all children and volunteers to in-person VBS this year. We are 

beyond excited to share what this 
year’s VBS has in store for you. 
Explore jaw-dropping Bible 
Adventures, run wild with Jungle 
Gym Games, eat delicious snacks in 
the Vine Dining Cafe, create 
colorful artwork and crars, and 
discover films of real kids living out 
their faith in really cool ways. By 
the end of our five day discovery, 
children will have a collecJon of 
five faith building Bible Buddies to 

bring home with them. Every quest needs an epic soundtrack! At Treasured VBS, kids 
experience praiseworthy songs they’ll listen to again and again—sure to become a new family 
favorite! The Bible points and stories are as follows: 

On Day 1, the Bible point is “God Knows You”. In the Bible story, God idenJfies David as the 
future king. 
On Day 2, the Bible point is “God Hears You”. In the Bible story, David escapes Saul and writes 
psalms to God. 
On Day 3, the Bible point is “God Comforts You”. In the Bible story, God reassures King 
Hezekiah. 
On Day 4, the Bible point is “God Forgives Us”. In the Bible story, Jesus restates Peter. 
On Day 5, the Bible points is “God Chooses You”. In the Bible story, God chooses Esther to save 
her people. 

Treasured VBS will be held each evening from 5:50-8:30 the week of June 21-25. Treasure 
seekers will range from preschoolers to children entering 6th grade this fall. A VBS “Arer Party” 
could potenJally sJll happen if COVID cases conJnue to drop, but nothing is in the works as of 
right now. RegistraJon forms have been mailed out. Please fill them out and mail back to the 
church if you have not already done so. Safety is our number one priority. Included inside the 
registraJon packet was a safety guidelines sheet. As of right now, things are starJng to move in 
a posiJve direcJon as far as the pandemic goes. Some decisions have not been easy. Please 
understand, we someJmes need to make compromises to meet the needs and comfort of 
everyone around us. Thank you for your paJence and understanding during these challenges. If 
you have any quesJons, concerns or are interested in volunteering, please contact Brian 
at (614) 216-9933. 
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BIBLE STUDY AT PRINCE OF PEACE 

Sunday morning @ 9 a.m. led by Pastor Chris. We are meeJng in-person and online through 
Zoom. A link is e-mailed around 8:30 a.m. We are studying the 

Gospel of MaVhew.  

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible Study – We are meeJng 
every Wednesday at 10 a.m. There is no bible study un+l the 
end of June. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study: On-hold. 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES FOOD DONATION 

The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of Central Ohio is in need of food donaJons due to the 
greatly increased number of clients and the ability to buy less and less bulk from the Mid-Ohio 
Food Bank. If you will donate, please bring your food donaJon to the church on Sunday, June 
13th and we will take everything down there on behalf of the congregaJon. The items they are 
requesJng are fruits, vegetables, tuna, peanut buVer, other ‘shelf’, non-perishable items, and 
personal care items. Jesus said in MaVhew 25.40, “Whatever you did to the least of these My 
brothers, you did it for Me.” Thank you for your willingness to help those in need. You can bring 
your food donaEon to the church and it will be unloaded for you. Please bring it following the 
live stream service – so between the Eme of 11 and 11:45. 

STREAMING OF WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will conJnue our Sunday live stream worship services for the next several months. Service 
will be at 10 a.m. If you cannot make it to service, we are posJng the recording of it on our 
website (Poplutheran.net) under the sermon secJon. 

In order to parJcipate in the worship service, please download the worship folder. It should 
always be posted to the website by Saturday morning. You can access the worship folder at:  
Worship Folder 

On the same page as the worship folder, you will find the link to the live stream. I have included 
it here in the newsleVer as well. The live stream link is: Live Stream  

FINANCIALS AS OF APRIL 2021: 
General Fund Month  YTD
Income $71,203 $187,093 

Expenses $15,484 $109, 957 

Annual Budget $208,929; 53% used YTD 
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FAMILIES TO KEEP IN PRAYER FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 

Week 1: Albrecht, Amegboe, Asbury 
Week 2: Baer, Bauley, Baumann, Behrend, Belete, Beyan, Beyan, Brown  

Week 3: Callander, Childress, Christopher, Crabtree  
Week 4: Eldridge, Estes 

MONTHLY IN-PERSON WORSHIP SIGN-UP 
*** PLEASE NOTE: Council will discuss in our June Council meeJng if we will conJnue the 
signups. 
If you know that you would like to aVend an in-person worship service, you do not have to wait 
for the weekly e-mail to come out. You can copy and past the following link and you will find 
every Sunday for the month listed. You can sign-up for any of that month’s Sundays from now 
on. Please use the following link to signup for the worship service: Worship Signup   

DIAPERS AND WIPES 
The Baumann family will welcome their daughter into the world in a couple of weeks. As we have 
done for the last four years, we are collecJng diapers and wipes for any family that welcomes a 
newborn into their home. The Baumann family uses Aldi and Huggies diapers and Huggies wipes. 
Please bring the diapers and wipes to the church throughout the month of June. 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
Ushers and Scripture readers are opJons for you to serve during the worship service. If you would 
like to serve as an usher or Scripture reader, please signup through signup genius. You can access 
the signup through the following link by either clicking on it or pasJng it in your web browser. Pastor 
Chris will be in contact with anyone who signs up to schedule you for your service.  
hVps://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a45a4ad28a6fc1-worship 

PASTOR CHRIS VACATION 
Pastor Chris will be on vacaJon during the beginning part of June. He is not certain what day his 
vacaJon begins, but he will be back at church for our June 20th worship services. Please refrain from 
any e-mails, phone calls, or text messages unless it is an emergency. Please contact the church office 
for any quesJons: 614-863-3124 or info@poplutheran.net 

FOOD DONATION FOR VBS 
The food staJon for VBS is in need for some food donaJons. A signup sheet will be in the narthex for 
the first three Sundays in June. Please bring the items to the church by June 21st. 

FLOWER SIGNUPS 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near the church 
office. Cost is $25.00 
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BIRTHDAYS

Yared G. - 5th  

Precious A. - 6th   
John K. - 9th   
Liz L.- 12th  
Carolyn R. - 13th  
David G. - 14th  
Chris E. - 16th  
Ann P. - 20th  

Kidist H. - 28th  
Beverly S. - 30th  
Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 

ANNIVERSARIES 
• Nathan and Jennifer G. 10 

years on the 4th 
• John and Dolores 

K. 52 years on 
the 8th 

• Ron and Cheryl C. 
46 years on the 
13th 

• David and Kathy 
G. 24 years on the 14th 

• Richard and Nora W. 49 
years on the 25th 

• Richard and Carolyn R. 56 
years on the 26th 

• David and Lynda R. 50 
years on the 26th 

ORGANIST: Maria P. 
MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 
PA SERVERS: Mike Pe|  
MONTHLY COUNTERS: John K. and Paul K. 
Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was 
missed!! 
Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
informa+on. Thank you.(You may sign up for 
flowers in the narthex) 

SERVICE HELPERS 

June 6 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS  
GREETERS  
LECTORS: TBD  
USHERS TBD 
PA SERVER                         Mike P.  

June 13 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS  
GREETERS  
LECTORS TBD  
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS   Mike P. 

June 20 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS   
GREETERS   
LECTORS TBD  
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS Mike P. 

June 27 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS   
GREETERS  
LECTORS TBD  
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS Mike P. 
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