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Pastor’s Message 

“Treasured, Continued” 
This past Sunday, I preached on Mark 

5.21-43 with the theme ‘Treasured.’ This 
was the theme as our VBS program. I keep 
coming back to this theme. It was a 
powerful VBS theme and a great reminder 
that God treasures us, that we are 
priceless to Him. It is a theme, a reality, 
that I believe we can conJnue to mine and 
be blessed as we do so. 

Every day when Noelle and Micah 
wake up and come downstairs, I feel much 
joy. It is a wonderful experience as I see 
my liOle ones come down the stairs, most 
of the Jme, with a smile on their faces. I 
assume that this a universal experience for 
parents and grandparents. What is it about 
seeing our kids that brings much joy? I 
think, and this is just my opinion, it stems 
from the fact that we treasure our 
children, we hold them near and dear in 
our hearts. This treasuring of our children 
and grandchildren is not due to what they 
do or do not do; our love is uncondiJonal, 
no strings are aOached to it. We treasure 
our children simply because they are our 
children. As we think about our children, 
our treasuring of our children, it reminds 
me this is like how God loves us. The 
Apostle John teaches, “This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins” (1st John 4.10). John also teaches 

something similar when he wrote, “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3.16). The sending, the giving of 
Jesus, was not done out of spite or anger; 
it sprang from God’s love, from God 
holding creaJon near and dear in His 
heart. John also teaches that this was not 
done to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through Jesus (John 3.17).  
Just as we hold our children near and dear 
to hearts so, too, does God hold us as His 
dearly loved children close to His heart. 
God’s uncondiJonal love, His grace, is not 
dependent upon us; it is not based upon 
what we do or don’t do; it is not based 
upon our progression in moral growth. 
God treasures us because that is who God 
is! God loves us because that is who God 
is! Remember, “God is love” (1st John 
4.16b). The love of God is what we rely 
upon as we face the things of this world.  

We remain loved, valued, and 
treasured by God even when we do things 
that ‘pains’ God. The Apostle Paul exhorts 
the ChrisJans in Ephesus, “do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit.” Even when we grieve God, 
His love and treasuring of us is not 
diminished. God remains steadfast in His 
love for and towards us. Scripture teaches, 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
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ceases; His mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness” (LamentaJons 3.22-23). 
Every morning, God’s treasuring of you has 
remained true and constant even though 
you sinned and grieved God. I think there 
are Jmes when we are relieved to put our 
kids down for a nap or for bed. It may have 
been a rough day with them and we were 
at the end of our ropes. When that 
happens or has happened, did you noJce a 
decrease in your treasuring of your child? I 
assume not! Our love and treasuring of 
our children is not connected to how well 
our children do or behave; our love for our 
children is uncondiJonal! When our 
children wake up and come out of their 
room aeer a rough day, we sJll value, love, 
and treasure them, don’t we? Our children 
rely on the love we have for them just as 
we all rely on the love God has for us.  

May God bless you this month as you 
remember that you are loved and 
treasured by God! 
PC 

VBS MOSQUITO NETTING 
Thank you to everyone for supporJng our 
VBS children’s service drive of providing 
mosquito nets through Lutheran World 
Relief. Through the generous and sacrificial 
offerings, we were able to purchase 29 
mosquito nets!  

Lutheran World Relief has an online 
catalog of ‘Gies of Love.’ You can google 
LWR Gies of Love or click on the following 
link to view ways you can help others: LWR 
Gies of Love 

WORSHIP HELPERS 
Ushers and Scripture readers are opJons 
for you to serve during the worship 
service. If you would like to serve as an 
usher or Scripture reader, please signup 
through signup genius. You can access the 
signup through the following link by either 
clicking on it or pasJng it in your web 
browser. Pastor Chris will be in contact 
with anyone who signs up to schedule you 
for your service.  
hOps://www.signupgenius.com/go/
9040a45a4ad28a6fc1-worship 

PASTOR CHRIS VACATION 
Pastor Chris will take a few more of his 
alloOed vacaJon days, beginning July 18th 
through July 21st. Pastor Larry Kudart will 
lead the worship service.  Please refrain 
from any e-mails, phone calls, or text 
messages unless it is an emergency. Please 
contact the church office for any 
q u e s J o n s : 6 1 4 - 8 6 3 - 3 1 2 4 o r 
info@poplutheran.net 

FLOWER SIGNUPS 
If you would like to purchase flowers for 
the altar, please see the sign-up sheet near 
the church office. Cost is $25.00 

LWML MITES 
We will receive any mite offerings on Sunday, 
July 11th. There will be a special basket, 
solely dedicated to the LWML offering. 

July Communion Schedule 
Communion will be celebrated on July 11th 
a n d t h e 2 5 t h . We w i l l c e l e b rate 
communion during the in-person services 
and following the service. 
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LWML GIFTS OF THE HEART 
The Ohio district LWML was one of three 
Districts to host the 39th Biennial NaJonal 
LWML ConvenJon in Lexington KY, from 
June 23rd-27th. The other two LWML host 
districts were Indiana and Michigan.  I was 
blessed to be a part of the NaJonal 
ConvenJon; it has been inspiring, uplieing, 
someJmes overwhelming and moJvaJng. 
 If you see any pictures of the convenJon, 
all the women and men wearing green t-
shirts w/black are all the volunteers from 
these three districts. I was one of the 
volunteers. 

On Thursday morning, the dedicaJon of 
Grace Prayer Chapel, at the ConvenJon, 
was held on the paJo of the Rupp Arena 
center.  The area was filled with beauJful 
hymns, inspiraJonal prayers and 
meaningful Scripture.  It was a lovely place 
for everyone to go for reflecJon and 
prayer.  During the convenJon, I was able 
to reacquaint myself with the Ohio and 
Central zone LWML sisters and brothers, 
who, I had not seen since COVID-19; some 
of them I last saw at the NaJonal 
ConvenJon two years ago. Each day, either 
during bible study, breakout sessions, or 
when I volunteered, I was able to meet, 
talk and make new friends with someone 
whom I had never met before. One such 
couple traveled on a charter bus with 14 
others from North Dakota. 

 For several weeks, Pastor Chris had 
announced the opportunity for gies from 
the Heart. While at the convenJon, the 
following were the preliminary totals of 
everything given: 
 3,200 miscellaneous baby items,  
Sz 3 diapers, 485 

1,333  baby wipes.  
Dollars and gie cards gieed.  $1,252-
Assurance For Life Ministry, $1,820- CSL 
Food Bank, $1,445- CTSFW Food & 
Clothing Co-Op, $915-MOST Miniseries, 
$1,405-Unspecified  
  
The new 2021-2023 Biennium Mission 
Grants have been selected and approved 
of $2,150,000. Please check the LWML 
bulleJn board for these Mission Grants. 
 There were 28 grants chosen. Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow!  I am very 
grateful, and wish to thank all of you, at 
Prince of Peace, for your inspiraJon, 
prayers and support as I prepared to go to 
this LWML ConvenJon.   
Respecuully yours, Ann R. Presley 

BIBLE STUDY AT PRINCE 
 OF PEACE 

Sunday morning @ 9 a.m. led by Pastor 
Chris. We 
a r e 
m e e J n g 
in-person 
and online 
t h r o u g h 
Zoom. A 
link is e-
m a i l e d 

around 8:30 a.m. We are studying the 
Gospel of MaOhew.  

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study – Resuming July 7th with a 
discussion of the book ‘PracJcing Lament.’ 
We are meeJng every Wednesday at 10 
a.m. 

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study: On-
hold. 
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UPDATED COVID 
PROTOCOLS 

On June 28th, the church Council met to 
discuss our COVID protocols. Below you 
will find the decisions that Council has 
decided upon as we move forward. Some 
of the decisions will be implemented 
immediately and others will be in the very 
near future. There are sJll things that we 
are encouraging people to do as well.I 
know that COVID has brought upon us 
many choices as to how we can live out 
our faith as ChrisJans. It has not been 
easy, but by God’s grace, we have endured. 
For that I am thankful to God and to you 
all. I am also thankful for our church 
Council as they have considered many 
things and have gone forth with faith, 
hope, and love. Thank you to our Council 
leaders! 

Here are the changes to our COVID 
protocols: 

• We will no longer require signups for the 
second service. You will no longer receive 
an e-mail on Tuesday mornings concerning 
the Sunday’s worship signup. This is being 
implemented immediately. 

• We will no longer assign your seat in the 
pews. We sJll advocate and encourage 
people to keep distance. This begins this 
coming Sunday, July 4th. 

• We no longer require masks be worn, but 
you are sJll encouraged to wear one if you 
so choose. 

• ConJnue to pracJce physical distancing 
• We will resume receiving Holy Communion 

at the communion rail beginning on July 
25th. I am sJll working on the logisJcal 
aspects of this, so it is not fully fleshed out 
as of yet. We will also conJnue to provide 
Holy Communion through the way we have 

done it since June 2020 (via the table at the 
front that you come up to). I will explain 
this more as we get closer to July 25th. 

• The sharing of the peace remains 
disconJnued at the present Jme.  

• We will conJnue live streaming the 2nd 
service. 

• We will resume having coffee aeer first 
service. This will begin on July 4th. 

• We will conJnue offering the Zoom opJon 
for Sunday morning bible study, but will 
disconJnue if there are several weeks of no 
one being online. 

• We are returning to our normal worship 
Jmes, 8 and 10:30 a.m. This change will 
begin on Sunday, August 1st. The live 
stream will now be our 10:30 a.m. service. 

• Council will offer a hybrid format for future 
Council meeJngs - Zoom-based and in-
person at the church. 

• We are planning to resume our van 
ministry and in-person Sunday school for 
our kids in September. Please consider 
volunteering as these are two of our vital 
ministries of the church. 

• The water fountains are now available to 
be used. They have been flushed. 

• We will return the hymnals, bibles, and 
prayer cards to the pews, beginning this 
Sunday. 

• We are planning a congregaJonal cookout 
for someJme in September, but at the 
present moment are not planning to do the 
5th Sunday potlucks. 

• We will conJnue receiving offerings as we 
have done so throughout COVID. We will 
not pass the offering plate around at the 
present moment. 

May God conJnue to bless, guide, and 
lead us all as we implement these changes. 

Pastor Chris on behalf of the Prince of 
Peace Church Council 
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LUTHERAN SOCIAL 
SERVICES FOOD DONATION 

The Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of 
Central Ohio is in need of food donaJons 
due to the greatly increased number of 
clients and the ability to buy less and less 
bulk from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. If you 
will donate, please bring your food 
donaJon to the church on Sunday, July 
11th and we will take everything down 
there on behalf of the congregaJon. The 
items they are requesJng are fruits, 
vegetables, tuna, peanut buOer, other 
‘shelf’, non-perishable items, and personal 
care items. Jesus said in MaOhew 25.40, 
“Whatever you did to the least of these 
My brothers, you did it for Me.” Thank you 
for your willingness to help those in need. 
You can bring your food dona>on to the 
church and it will be unloaded for you. 

STREAMING OF WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

We will conJnue our Sunday live stream 
worship services for the next several 
months. Service will be at 10 a.m. If you 
cannot make it to service, we are posJng 
the recording of it on our website 
(Poplutheran.net) under the sermon 
secJon. 

In order to parJcipate in the worship 
service, please download the worship 
folder. It should always be posted to the 
website by Saturday morning. You can 
access the worship folder at:  Worship 
Folder 

On the same page as the worship folder, 
you will find the link to the live stream. I 
have included it here in the newsleOer as 
well. The live stream link is: Live Stream  

FINANCIALS AS OF MAY 2021: 
General Fund:  Month  YTD

Income $14,975 $202,068 

Expenses $16,228 $126,185 

Annual Budget $208,929; 60% used 

FAMILIES TO KEEP IN 
PRAYER FOR THE MONTH OF 

JULY 
Week 1: Fielding, Gogolin, Gogolin  

Week 2: Griffin, Grimes, Gunton 
Week 3: Hegenberger, Hessell 
Week 4: Hinton, Johnson, Kay 

MONTHLY IN-PERSON 
WORSHIP SIGN-UP 

We are disconJnuing the in-person 
worship signups. 

HOME COMMUNION 
DISTRIBUTION 

If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion at 

your home, 
Pastor Chris 
i s n o w 
offering Holy 
Communion 
at your front 
door. He will 
c o n s e c r a t e 

the bread and the wine in his car, bring it 
to you at your doorstep and you will 
receive the Lord’s body and blood at your 
door. Pastor Chris will wear gloves and a 
mask the enJre Jme, even before he 
consecrates the elements. If you would like 
to receive Holy Communion at your home, 
please contact Pastor Chris to arrange this. 
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BIRTHDAYS

Elizabeth S. - 2nd  

Donna H. - 7th   
Bill S. - 11th   
James P.- 13th  
Laura B. - 16th  
Jess S. - 16th  
Melanie K. - 16th  
Roline C. - 22nd  

Judy S. - 22nd  
Lisa S. - 22nd 
Hunter S. - 27th  

Photo by Morgan Lane on Unsplash 

ANNIVERSARIES 
• Richard and Lauara B. 52 

years on the 12th 
• Roline and Bud C. 

63 years on the 
20th 

• Chris and Aly E. 8 
years on the 20th 

• Chris and Kandice 
W. 9 years on the 
28th 

ORGANIST: Maria P. 
MORNING DEACON:  Michael P. 
PA SERVERS: Mike Pey  
MONTHLY COUNTERS: TBD 
Sorry, if your birthday or anniversary was 
missed!! 
Please give Pastor Chris any missing 
informa=on. Thank you.(You may sign up for 
flowers in the narthex) 

SERVICE HELPERS 

July 4 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS  
GREETERS  
LECTORS: TBD  
USHERS TBD 
PA SERVER                         Mike P.  

July 11 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS  
GREETERS  
LECTORS TBD  
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS   Mike P. 

July 18 
ELDER SERVING                
FLOWERS   
GREETERS   
LECTORS TBD  
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS Mike P. 

July 25 
ELDER SERVING  
FLOWERS   
GREETERS  
LECTORS TBD  
USHERS TBD  
PA SERVERS Mike P. 
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